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WARNING
It has come to our attention that 
a bogus Facebook account has 
been opened under “Bishop Buti 
Tlhagale.” 

The account administrator 
indicates on the Facebook wall 
that he is trying to raise money 
for an orphanage in Zimbabwe 
and requests people to ‘inbox’ 
him so that he can give them 
bank details of where to send the 
money/ donations.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
warns that people should not fall 
for this as it is a hoax. He 
strongly stated that under no 
circumstances should people 
deposit money into this account.

The Archbishop does not have 
a Facebook account.

New Dominican 
Vicar General
We are delighted to announce 
that on 26 January, Br Bruno 
Cadore OP, the Master of  
the Order of Preachers, 
confirmed the election of  
Br Stanslaus Muyebe OP as 
the new Vicar General of the 
Vicariate General of Southern 
Africa. 

The diffinitors are Br Martin 
Badenhorst OP, Br Chaka Motan-
yane OP, Br Damazio Ngoma OP 
and Br Myke Mwale OP. The 
councillor is Br Dominic Chihota 
OP. Two substitute councillors are 
Brs Raphael Ntlou OP and 
Clement Mweni OP.

 Br Stanslaus is a distinguished 
Canon lawyer with a licentiate in 
Canon Law from St Paul’s 
University in Ottawa, Canada. He 
also holds a PhD in theology and 
law from Stellenbosch University. 

In the last few 
years he has 
been the 
coordinator of 
Justice and 
Peace at the 
Southern 
African Catholic 
Bishops’ 
Conference. 

Prior to that, he was much loved 
as the parish priest of Our Lady of 
Mercy, Springs. He has also 
studied accounting and has been 
the bursar of the vicariate for the 
last eight years.  We wish him 
health and happiness and, above 
all, we pray that he be blessed 
with wisdom and courage as he 
embraces the challenges ahead 
and gives hope and brings 
happiness to his brothers and 
sisters in this region.

Congratulations, Br Stan.  
Fr Emil Blaser

Radio Veritas, along with the 
Friends of Radio Veritas, and in 
association with the Women’s 

World Day of Prayer Committee of 
South Africa will, again host, for the 
fourth year running, the Radio 
Veritas Women’s World Day of 
Prayer.

It will be held at the Cathedral on 
5 March at 10:00 under the theme: 
“Receive children, receive me.”

Veritas has extended an invitation 
to women from all walks of life, as a 
way of living out the words of Jesus 
Christ who said, in the Gospel of 
Matthew 18:20: “For where two or 
three are assembled in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them,” to 
pray for South Africa and the world 
during a time of innumerable 
challenges.

“Society is inundated with so 
much bad news, causing a sense of 
despondency and hopelessness. 

Proud #AshWednesday selfie
The youth of St Anthony of Padua in Evaton West celebrated the Ash 
Wednesday Mass with Fr Sergio “Thabang”  Lorenzini. Seen here proudly 
posing for a selfie are: Rose Tsilo, Lerato Mokwena, Moeketsi Bohope and 
Nthabiseng Ramohloki.

Br Stanslaus Muyebe OP

Radio Veritas challenges women 
to a day of prayer This calls for unity among the 

various faiths to stand together in 
prayer for the issues that plague our 
country and our world. Issues such 
as racism, corruption, sexual and 
substance abuse are merely the tip 
of the iceberg,” said Mahadi Buthe-
lezi of Radio Veritas. 

The event will be a day of prayer 
and also a celebration of the 
women of our world. It is a day that 
will grant attendees the oppor-
tunity to witness and testify to how 
great God and His creation are. 

“We hope to bring together 
women from various cultures, 
backgrounds and denominations to 
share their experiences, inspirations 
and motivations with each other. 
You educate a woman, you educate 
a nation, this is why we worked so 
hard to put this event together 
every year,” she said.

For information, contact Mahadi 
Buthelezi at (011) 663 4700 or 
mahadi@radioveritas.co.za .

FREE PHOTOGRAPHIC / CAPTION-WRITING WORKSHOP
ADNews will be holding a free photographic workshop for parishioners, 
teachers and anyone interested in submitting articles for the newspaper  
and website www.catholicjhb.org.za.

Date: April 16   |   Time: 10am to 2pm   |   Venue: Cathedral Big Hall
The day includes a free hotdog, juice and tea/coffee.
Tim Barnard, a well-known photographer for The Star, will conduct the 

workshop. He will be teaching people how to make the best use of their 
cameras and cellphone cameras.

For bookings please email: adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
Please do not book unless you are certain you will be able to attend as  

our numbers are limited. 

The Archdiocese of Johan-
nesburg finally has an 
Auxiliary Bishop to assist 

our over-worked Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale.

Pope Francis on Saturday  
6 February named Fr Duncan 
Tsoke to become Auxiliary Bishop 
of the Archdiocese at the Vatican  
during his Papal audience after The 
Angelus. The announcement was  
made public on Radio Veritas later 
that day.

Fr Jean-Marie Kizituka Did’Ho, 
the Chancellor, praised the Bishop-
Elect as “a man of faith who daily 
communicates the great joy of the 
Gospel.”

He said Monsignor Tsoke repre-
sents the very best of the Archdio-

cese who, at heart, is a missionary 
reaching out to others as a teacher, 
and also as a father and brother to 
the flock of Johannesburg and 
beyond. He said he possesses a 
special kind of love for those 
young men who are studying to 
becoming priests. “Bishop 
Designate Tsoke was a good choice 
for the position,” he added.

Monsignor Tsoke was appointed 
Vicar General on 15 August 2008. 
Monsignor John Finlayson was the 
Vicar General before him. 

He is a product of Mariasdal 
High School, which is next to the 
Moroto Township in Tweespruit, 
Free State. Exposure to priests and 
religion at school manifested in a 
calling to priesthood.

“It was with enormous surprise 
and shock that I heard word of my 
appointment, but it is with a 
humble and joyful heart that I have 
accepted it,” he told ADNews.

“I am grateful to Pope Francis 
for his confidence in me and to 
Archbishop Buti for his willing-
ness to allow me to assist him in 
ministering in this beautiful, richly 
diverse, and spiritually vibrant 
church of Johannesburg,” he said. 

At last – a new 
Auxiliary Bishop 
appointed for 
Johannesburg

The job of an Auxiliary Bishop is 
to be an assistant to the Arch-
bishop and to support and work 
with him in taking forward the 
realisation and aspirations of the 
church. He explained that there has 
always been a need to have an 
Auxiliary Bishop in this large 
Archdiocese, because there has 
been no one to assist the Arch-
bishops since the appointment of 
Bishop Zithulele Mvemve, who 
was an auxiliary, as Bishop of 
Klerksdorp in 1994.

“I am aware of my own 
inadequacies and fears and I place 
all my confidence in Jesus, whose 
love never fails us on the journey 
of faith,” he said. He has requested 
that people pray for him.

“I thank the Chancery staff for 
having congratulated me on my 
appointment during Shrove 
Tuesday festivities and for their 
sincere collaboration and constant 
openness,” he said.

The Archdiocese of Johannes-
burg has about 890 000 Catholics 
in a total population of just over 
3.4 million people. It has over  
140 priests, 41 permanent deacons, 
with 15 more soon to be ordained, 
and over 90 vowed religious.

Bishop-Elect Duncan Tsoke has 
been named by Rome as‘Titular 
Bishop of Horea Coeli’.

Lebo WA Majahe

Monsignor Bishop-
Elect Duncan Tsoke.
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Lenten Family Retreat
5th March 2016, Saturday  

10am to 3pm

by Carmelite Fathers 

Retreat will conclude with 
Confessions and Holy Mass

Place: 33, Celia Nestad
Brentwood park, Benoni North

Bring your families and experience  
the anointing of the Holy Spirit
Contact: Fr. Arwin 0616924270 

Randburg Gandhi Square 
18 Peter Place 3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of from 10:30-12:00 
each month from    
10:30-12:00

Marie Nichol 011 618-2489

Donate 
Help the Culture of Life Apostolate 

help pregnant women in crisis.
Contact Raphael Lallu 

079 779-5596 / 071 832-1386
fundraising@cultureoflife.co.za

www.cultureoflife.co.za
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CONFIRMATIONS
His Grace, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale will administer the 
Sacrament of Confirmation to young people of the following 
Parishes in March. Pray for them.
Sun 6 08:00 Our Lady of Peace Kagiso 2
Sun 13 08:00 St Peter Claver Pimville

Community Notice Board

Pope’s Intentions: March
General. That families in need may receive the 

necessary support and that children may grow 

up in healthy and peaceful environments.

Missionary. That those Christians who, on 

account of their faith, are discriminated against 

or are being persecuted, may remain strong and 

faithful to the Gospel, thanks to the incessant 

prayer of the Church.

Community Masses

Zambian Community at 11:30 
 on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194 
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831

charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community at 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month 
Cathedral of Christ the King

Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
at 14:00 on last Sunday of each month 

St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Nigerian Community at 11:30
on 2nd Sunday of each month 

at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean 
Community in Amharic at 12:30

on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville

followed by Bible Study.
Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185

 hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Francophone Community at 11:15
on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month

Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 at

Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community 

Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu
076-211-5232

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West 
Contact Deborah Mothopeng  

082 454-4732

Deaf Community
2nd Sunday of each month

Charismatic Community
All-night vigil

from 20:00 on last Saturday of each 
month to Sunday at 05:00

Cathedral of Christ the King

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday

Sung Chaplet of The Divine Mercy

Could you not spend 
 an hour with me?

Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.

Enquiries 074-193-0449

St Anne’s Home 
for Aged Women,

Edenvale, has accommodation 
available. A CWL project.

Call Sister Jean: (011) 453-4667 

Family Life Theme
Family theme for 2016 is  

“The Year of Mercy and the Family. 
Building Homes of Merciful Love”.

MERCY IS JUSTICE 
TEMPERED WITH LOVE 

For more www.marfam.org.za/blog

Are you called to be  
a diocesan priest?

Contact Vicar for Vocations,
Father Thabo 082 824 6394
Facebook Thabo Motshegwa

Join the 
discernment group

Adoption, 
the loving option.
CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533 

or adoptions@mweb.co.za

www.adoptions.org.za

SCHOENSTATT
FAMILY MOVEMENT
 Saturdays 08:00 Mass in the Shrine

Thursdays 17:30 Exposition & Holy Hour
Sundays 12:00 Exposition 

1st Saturday of the month 07:00  
Covenant Hour, Rosary and Meditation
CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD

BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446

Free Notices
Send event notices for April 2016 

by 10 March to  
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.

The March issue of ADNews 
is due on Sunday 3 April

Edenvale – 011 609 7246
First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of 
Blessed Sacrament 1 hour before at 

Our Lady of the Angels Chapel.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00 

10 St Anne Road, Hurlyvale, Edenvale.

Society for the Care of Persons with Mental Handicap

Join the Archdiocesan News 
group and get up-to-date notices.
Use the group to publicise 
your parish events

Chancery
011 402-6400

For all departments

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  
abortion), Catholics must be told, for 
their eternal welfare, and survival 
of their unborn infants. See www.
epm.org/static/uploads/downloads/
bcpill.pdf CoLA 082 609 6919

The faithful of St Anthony of Padua surprised parish priest, Fr Sergio 
“Thabang” Lorenzini with a birthday party on 10 January, a day before 
the actual event. He was happy as he did not think the community 
would remember his special day.                Bohope Pruvinance Moeketsi

Catechists at St Peter Claver, Pimville, renewing their vows before parish 
priest, Fr Tom Segami                                                           Photo: Sello Mokoka

Fr Abie Tlhapi of the Diocese of Klerksdorp, at St Theresa, Zondi, with 
the catechists, celebrating Mass. 

Fr Tom Segami emphasising the importance of baptism to catechumens 
and their sponsors at St Peter Claver, Pimville during Sunday Mass. They 
will be baptised on Holy Saturday.                                  Photo : Sello Mokoka

A visitor at St Theresa, Zondi

Festival of St John Bosco

Celebrating Fr Sergio’s birthday

Holy Week Baptisms

Renewing their vows

Any donations or help 
greatly appreciated  

call Zama 011 609-7246
www.littleeden.org.za

2 February-15 March
Tuesdays 19:30-21:30

   “Unveiling the Kingdom” 
by Dr. Dwight Prior

Introduction by Clive Withers
St Charles' Parish Hall,  

Victory Park.
By invitation of

Family of God Community
Heather Withers 083 458 1008

Saturday 12 March 09:30-13:00
"State of the Nation"

Talk by Advocate Mike Pothier  
of the CPLO

St Vincent’s  School for the Deaf
Melrose

RSVP SISTERS for JUSTICE  
Shelagh Mary hf (h) 011 6734712  

or cell 083 256 1422 or  
e-mail shfcorrie@icon.co.za

From the Shrine of Our Lady  
of Lebanon in Mulbarton

31 kms to Divine Mercy Parish in 
Walkerville

   Contact: Sr. Rose 078 992 8580

Saturday, 2 April

Year of Mercy 
Pilgrimage Walk

PILGRIMAGE
29 to 31 July

For more information
call Ann 083 528 9033

CAPTAIN NOAH AND 
HIS FLOATING ZOO

April 8th, 9th, 15th and 16th

The Players will be staging 
the musical

St Martin de Porres, 
Craighall Park

For bookings, contact Joy 
for info: 072 357-9966

 Members of our parish community came together to 
bring and share for all to enjoy. Seen here is the organising 

committee arranging the food. PPC chairman Martin 
Rathinsamy (far left) was among them.

Photo: Mark Kisogloo

INVITATION

You are cordially invited  
to attend the ordination of  

Monsignor Duncan Tsoke who will be ordained  
Auxiliary Bishop of the Johannesburg Archdiocese by  
His Grace, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale o.m.i. together 

with two other ordaining Bishops.
Date: Saturday 30 April 2016

Time: 10:00 am
Venue: Regina Mundi Catholic Church
1149 Khumalo Street, Moroka, Soweto

Please make every effort to attend and support  
Mgr Duncan Tsoke on his ordination.

Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka Did’ho, Chancellor
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

Sharing the Word

Do you have a question  
about the Liturgy?
You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 
• fax 011 402-6406

MSA1101b

Sr Carmel 

082 543 9778
srcarmel@wizz.co.za

of the Assumption
The Missionary Sisters

Join us as a sister and bring
healing and joy to our world

In a country like ours, where 
Catholics are in the minority, 
we can become confused and 

frustrated if we compare ourselves 
to the more evangelical denomina-
tions. This is especially true if we 
value enthusiastic preaching more 
than our usual liturgical worship.
I am originally from the Diocese of 
Umtata. When I was growing up I 
wanted to be a priest as my vision 
was to share the Word with the 
Christian family. That did not 
happen and I am now based here 
in Jo’burg. I wish to raise the 
following matters that I believe 
will help us grow spiritually as a 
church.
Thank you for sharing something 
about yourself at the start of your 
letter. You clearly have an urge to 
serve God and I expect He has 
called you to make a vital contri-
bution as a committed layman.
I am always embarrassed when  
I attend a session where our 
Catholic catechists are sharing the 
Word with catechists from other 
churches. Our catechists are not 
exposed to sharing the Word at all. 
I believe if the parish priests could 
give their catechists a monthly 
class on how to share the Word, 
they would grow more comfortable 
in sharing the Word of God so that 
at least they would be able to stand 
in front of the congregation. 
The title ‘catechist’ has been used 
in various ways. In the missionary 
period, the catechists were laymen 
from the local parishes who 
assisted in the work of evangel-
ising the rural areas. In our 
parishes today we take this word to 
mean those who instruct our 
children in the faith. When you 
write about catechists, I assume 
you mean those lay ministers who 
now lead Sunday services in the 
absence of the priest and those 
who do burials. When funeral 
vigils take place in township 
homes, preachers from different 
denominations take turns to speak. 
Some are lively, some articulate, 
some very convincing. Yes, often 
the Catholic lay ministers are less 
experienced, but I am sorry that 
they embarrass you! Many are 
kind, caring and compassionate 
burial ministers who help families 
through grief and suffering. Their 
priority is not to make converts 
among the mourners, but to accom-
pany them in their time of need.  

A regular training session might 
help these lay ministers, but your 
dilemma has much deeper roots. 
Until relatively recently, Catholics 
emphasised the sacraments much 
more than preaching. The 
Dominican friars were named ‘the 
Order of Preachers’ because 
preaching was then considered 
something out of the ordinary. 
Redemptorists specialised in 
preaching revivals and so were 
famed for their parish missions. It 
was only in the twentieth century 

that preaching a homily was seen 
as an integral part of the liturgy on 
Sundays and holydays! Even today 
we are rather different from many 
of our Protestant brethren in that 
we regard Jesus Christ to be the 
principal agent at work in the 
liturgy, not the preacher. Christ is 
at work in the proclamation of his 
Word and in the seven sacraments. 
The minister, whether priest, 
deacon or lay person, is taught not 
to draw attention to himself, but to 
allow Christ to work through the 
liturgy as set down in the official 
texts. There should be no person-
ality cults among us which, sadly, 
you do find in the more Pente-
costal groups. 
 Catholics throughout the country 
do not know the Bible and very 
few Catholics even have the Bible 
in their homes. I believe this is 
because in the church service, we 
do not mention the verse and 
chapter numbers. This discourages 
members from reading the Bible. I 
know and understand that all the 
readings are in the calendar, but 
the reality is that Catholics do not 
want to spend money on Catholic 
stationery. Is it not possible for it 
to be mandatory for the reader to 
say where the reading is from by 
quoting the chapter and verses? 
Once again I am afraid that your 
proposed solution does not go 
deep enough. Yes, Catholics do 
need to grow in familiarity with 
the Bible, but not necessarily in 
the Protestant manner. Chapters 
and verses were only added to the 
Bible in 1226 and 1551 respect-
ively: they did not come down 
from heaven! Although helpful to 
the reader, they can be wrongly 
and dangerously used, especially 
by those who like to quote short 
extracts so as to prove their point, 
even though they have no know-
ledge of the background to these 
passages or the intentions of the 
original authors.

The holy scriptures are a 
valuable treasure and resource, but 
can become a dangerous weapon 
when in the wrong hands! Since 
the days of Popes Leo XIII and 
Pius XII, both of whom encour-
aged modern Bible scholarship, 
some Catholics have been at the 
forefront of Biblical research and 
appreciation. We can popularise 
their findings so that more of us 
will feel at home with the Bible 
and its use. Once this happens we 
will clearly see that quoting 
chapters and verses is not as 
important as knowing and living 
out the message they contain.

SPRED retreat

Fr Malcolm McLaren, SPRED 
chaplain conducting the Mass

Special Religious Development (SPRED) held its annual retreat on  
17 January at St Vincent’s school for the deaf in Rosebank. Over 
100 faith companions (volunteers) (above) attended. Two sisters,  
Sr TM Healey and Sr Tshifhiwa Munzhedzi gave presentations in the 
morning. Fr Malcolm McLaren, SPRED chaplain, concluded the  
retreat with Mass. It was a spiritual and peaceful event enjoyed by all.

The Department of Pastoral 
Care for Migrants and 
Refugees is very grateful to 

many parishioners and friends 
from St Patrick’s, La Rochelle, 
Marian College and all those 
many people who supported our 
vulnerable children with school 
books and stationery during 
Christmas season. 

When the schools re-opened in 
January, the refugee and migrant 
children were very happy and 
proud to have their own stationery 
and new uniforms. Unfortunately, 
many other vulnerable children  
are still out of school; they don’t 
have the much-needed economic 
support and are begging for 
assistance from our department. 
Our economic resources are scarce 
and we unable to meet their needs 
and their requests. 

The required documents have 
become a harsh challenge for a 

A party to assist refugees and 
migrant children with back-to-
school  needs

Keeping up to 
date with new 
legislation

huge number of migrants and 
asylum seekers. It is the main 
reason for many of them to come 
to our office seeking assistance. 
The frequent changes of laws in 
matters of migration/asylum, on 
top of language barriers, and poor 
information released to the public, 
demand constant updates to assist 
them. We hereunder attach 
information from Home Affairs  
to all interested and in particular, 
for the newly-arrived from 
Michelle Beeslaar, the Director – 
Stakeholder Management, Asylum 
Seeker Management, Department 
of Home Affairs: “Kindly be 
informed that effective from 
Friday 29 January 2016, there 
will be a new system introduced  
at Marabastad. This system is 
being put in place to manage 
congestion and the challenges of 
queuing. New-comers will need to 
deposit their proof of identification 

in a designated box and wait to be 
called by name by the Refugee 
Reception Officer to process their 
application. If a newcomer has no 
identification document, he/she 
will still be assisted. Those 
wishing to renew their permits 
need to drop off their permits in a 
designated box between 07h00 
and 09h00. They can leave and 
return at 11h30, whereby names 
will be called out to hand out the 
renewed permit. The boxes will be 
clearly marked and signage will 
be prominently placed to guide 
clients. Officials will be on hand 
to assist clients in this new 
process. We therefore urge you to 
inform your clients/community/
members of this new system and 
to reiterate that NO MONEY 
should be paid to stand in the 
queue. This new system will 
hopefully eradicate the practice of 
queuing overnight and paying for 
a place in the queue”. 

We trust God’s guidance and 
protection to all those are 
providing better opportunities for 
all migrants, refugees and asylum 
seekers in South Africa to build 
together a better place to fulfill 
their dreams and hopes.  

Sr Maria de Lurdes Lodi Rissini 
MSCS, H.O.D. Pastoral Care

The annual general 
meeting of the SA- 
Catholic Bishops 
Conference’s Justice and 
Peace was held from  
1 to 4 February in 
Johannesburg. The main focus for the AGM was around the evaluation 
of the projects started for the 2015 to 2017 cycle and how the group 
could strengthen them moving forward. It looked into the challenges and 
strategies to strengthen the work of Justice and Peace. The projects 
being focused on are: health, justice, land, mining and gender justice, 
good governance and promotion of ethical stewardship (anti-corruption). 
The AGM closed with a presentation on the upcoming local government 
elections. J&P is calling on first-time voters to register on 6 March. 

Register for local 
government 
elections

Chaplain of Justice and Peace Fr Anthony Ikeyi from the Dundee  
Diocese, Bishop Abel Gabuza from the Kimberley Diocese who is  
President of the of Catholic Social Action and Fr Raymond McQuarrie.
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WAYS INTO PRAYER

Preparing for Easter
Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South 
Africa, explores Ignatian Spirituality.

Now we are about half-way 
through Lent and our 
focus is on the coming 

celebration of the Paschal 
mysteries.

My first celebration of Easter as 
a university student was one of 
those intense moments of 
conversion. As a teenager, I had 
not really noticed the Easter 
liturgies other than knowing that 
they were longer than usual - and 
therefore boring. At university I 
was invited to help prepare the 
liturgies, and they were celebrated 
with a small community, where 
there was space for each moment 
to be explained and relished. Here 
something profound shifted for me 
in my practice of faith. I was no 
longer at church because that was 
what my family did. I was here 
because I would rather be here 
than anywhere else. That Easter 
changed how I related to God and 
the church. In prayerfully, 
communally and symbolically 
remembering with Jesus 
everything that happened from the 
Last Supper through to Easter 
morning, I discovered Jesus as 
real person. In the intensity of the 
liturgies experi-enced each day 
with a small community, I found 
the intimacy and friendship with 
God that my heart had yearned 
for. 

I have had a similar kind of 
passionate experience of Easter 
when I have chosen to go on a 

Triduum retreat. These are retreats 
structured around the liturgies, 
with quiet spaces in-between to 
more deeply enter into the move-
ment of the Paschal mysteries. 
Being on retreat during the 
Triduum helps to set aside this 
time as sacred, and to allow me to 
more fully be with Jesus in this 
most sacred season. 

What I find most difficult during 
the three days of the Triduum in 
everyday life is stepping into the 
intensity of, for instance the Good 
Friday service, and then having to 
step out back into the hurly burly 
of the secular world. Just facing 
the drive home from church or the 
family watching television can be 
a disorientating experience. I find 
keeping these sacred feasts in a 
retreat setting helps me to live 
through the experience in a more 
integrated way. 

However, the luxury of the 
retreat space is not always a 
possibility. For those of us who are 
going to be keeping the Triduum 
in our local parish setting, these 
are the choices that I have found 
help me to be more present.

I found it helpful to go to the 
whole Triduum. If you listen 
carefully, you hear that the first 
liturgy of the Triduum, the Holy 
Thursday Mass (where we 
remember the installation of the 
Eucharist, and the washing of the 
feet) has no closing blessing. Then 
the Good Friday service has no 

A family pilgrimage to a Jubilee of 
Mercy Church is a suggested outing 
for March.

Apart from the formal events planned for 
those churches with Holy Doors, a possible 
opportunity could be for families 
themselves, with those members who are 
not Catholic, on Family Day – Easter 
Monday – to make their own little 
pilgrimage to one of the churches or to go 
the Schoenstatt shrine and hold a short 
service reflecting on mercy in our own 
family and our calling to care for others.  
A prepared prayer leaflet has been adapted 
from the Pontifical Council for the Family 
one and is obtainable from Marfam or it can 
be down-loaded from our website.

Confession and Holy Mass are not likely 

to be possible there and then, but should 
have been celebrated during the Easter 
weekend. We must remember that Pope 
Francis asks us to pray especially for him 
too at such a time. He writes, “Let us open 
our eyes and see the misery of the world, 
the wounds of our brothers and sisters who 
are denied their dignity.” MV15. And as an 
Easter message, “The mercy of God is his 
loving concern. He feels responsible, 
desires our wellbeing and he wants to see us 
happy, full of joy and peaceful.” MV9. 
See advert and visit www.marfam.org.za, 
visit Facebook or register for our weekly 
family newsletter.

Toni Rowland is also available for parish 
presentations, retreats or workshops on 
related themes. 

Building homes of merciful love

opening or closing blessing. The 
church signifies to us through 
the liturgy that the Holy 
Thursday Mass, the Good Friday 
service and the Easter Vigil are 
all one movement, one 
celebration. 

With this in mind, the times 
between these liturgies are also 
part of one movement. The long 
tradition of going to the Stations 
of the Cross on Good Friday 
morning helps us to remain 
present to Jesus’ Passion. In our 
family, having quiet time on 
Friday evening and Easter 
Saturday and fasting from 
television, helps us to be more 
aware of what we are 
celebrating. In a family with 
small children deciding how to 
spend Easter Saturday is very 
important. Taking time to get 
ready for the joy of Easter 
Sunday helps my children to 
engage with Easter. Through 
their eyes, I have come to see 
how important decorating the 
house with flowers and creating 
‘Easter food’ is in helping them 
to share in the joy of Jesus 
resurrection.

For those of you who may 
want to try out the idea of a 
Triduum retreat, this year the 
Jesuit institute is offering one 
from the afternoon of Holy 
Thursday to the morning of 
Easter Sunday at Carmel Retreat 
Centre in Benoni. It will be 
offered by Fr Russell Pollitt SJ 
and Dr Annemarie Paulin-
Campbell. 

For more information contact 
retreats@jesuitinstitute.org.za

 
Letters to the Editor

The Pill ... a doctor’s consultation
Good morning, Angie, good to see you again. How is the baby getting 
on?

Please do sit down. I see from your file that while I was away, Dr Louis 
gave you a prescription for ‘The Pill’, is that correct? Do you really want 
to use artificial birth control? I have been your family doctor for several 
years now, and must say I would not have prescribed it for you, and 
especially not the Pill, for the following reasons: 

This drug is mainly used to prevent pregnancies, and is generally 
prescribed by many doctors only for this purpose.  However, contrary 
to its manufacturer’s designs, it does not always prevent ‘accidental’ 
conceptions (new human lives). To counter this, it is made in such a 
way that that it destroys these new lives by making the womb hostile 
to the reception of the fertilised egg, and they are then rejected by the 
womb, undetected, soon after conception resulting in, effectively, early 
abortions. This abortive function of the Pill (described as an 
abortifacient function) is in fact stated in its container’s medical 
pamphlet to assure women that it is a ‘fail safe’ prevention of all 
possible pregnancies, even if it has to abort them.  As we know, most of 
us don’t read those pamphlets.

Other abortive birth control methods which, however, are intentional 
and not accidental, are the birth control injection, the ‘loop’ or intra-
uterine device, the ‘morning after’ pill and the RU 486 ‘do it yourself’ 
abortion pill, aptly termed a ‘human pesticide’. There are also many 
serious health risks associated with the Pill such as clots, strokes, heart 
attacks, cancers (especially breast cancer), blindness through glaucoma, 
and other complications.  You may also be aware that in 2005 the World 
Health Organisation classified birth control pills as a Group 1 
Carcinogen (the highest-risk category of carcinogens).  Tobacco and 
asbestos are two well-known carcinogens in this category. As you and 
Brian, like myself, are Catholics, you will know of the church’s total 
prohibition of all forms of artificial birth control, including those 
methods which are only contraceptive and prevent conception without 
destroying it, like the abortifacients referred to above.  Examples of 
these, which are the termed ‘the barrier methods’, are the condom and 
the diaphragm. However, if you and Brian wish to space your children, 
then for serious reasons you may morally do this by the method of 
natural fertility regulation guided by the excellent book ‘The Billings 
ovulation method’ by a superb Catholic medical couple, which also sets 
out the many advantages, graces and blessings that strengthen 
couples who use this method . Do read it when you can, and we will 
discuss it at our next consultation when Brian can also be present. 
Before you go, I leave you and Brian with the following thought about 
‘The Pill’ to reflect on: 

Because of its abortive potential, persons who have used it may well 
be the mothers and fathers of children, now with Almighty God, who 
were never given the chance to be born, and whom they will only meet 
for the first time if they achieve their eternal salvation. 

G B Elisio
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Serenity
Grottos & Statues

Large church size divine 
mercy statues and smaller, 

suitable for indoor 
and outdoor as well as  

Our Lady Of Grace,  
Sacred Heart, and many more

Contact us on
Tel. (011) 435-4530/ 
Cell (083) 896-8920

E-mail: m.gracindaj@live.com

On 21 January, the Justice 
and Peace group organised 
a youth workshop at the 

Catheral. Ten youth members from 
three deaneries joined by the two  
from partner organisations such as 
the Southern African Faith 
Community Environment Institute 
(SAFCEI), Earthlife Africa 
Johannesburg, the Catholic Youth 
Department, and 350.Africa, who 
met to discuss the role they could 
play in protecting the environment. 

In her presentation, Sr Juliana 
Abioye spoke about both the social 
and the spiritual aspects of life, and 
Bible sharing in particular. The main 
message was to encourage young 

people to give – and not always to 
wait to receive. Having listened to 
other presentations on climate 
change and how it affects the poor, 
the participants described the 
perfect environment worth living in 
as the one that has trees with big 
branches, colourful flowers, a deep, 
clear blue sea, people with right 
attitude, healthy and friendly 
animals, and a place where there is 
fresh, nutritious food.

On sharing the environmental 
problems in their communities, 
most participants said illegal 
dumping was the most prevalent. 
To make their contributions in 
protecting the environment, they 
decided to embark on a cleaning 
campaign. The parishes that will be 
taking part in this campaign are 
Blessed Joseph Gerard, Orange 
Farm, Our Lady of Peace, 
Bophelong, St Anthony, Evaton 
West, Holy Trinity, Braamfontein,  
St Albert’s, Vosloorus and 
Nyolohelo, Sebokeng, Zone 12.  
In appreciation of this endeavour, 
Justice and Peace, wishes to invite 
the youth to participate in such 
programmes through J&P groups  
in their parishes as this will be a 
positive response to Pope Francis’ 
call.  

GIVE ...
don’t wait 
to receive

Sr Juliana Abioye, Head of 
the Youth Department.

“Your names have been written in 
the book of life. Let them never be 
erased.”

This was the message Arch-
bishop Buti Tlhagale gave at the 
Rite of Election service held at the 
Cathedral on Sunday, 14 Febru-
ary, the first Sunday of Lent. 
Archbishop Buti was assisted by 
Fr Jean-Marie Kizutuka Did’Ho. 

By 13:00 the Cathedral was 
packed to capacity with candi-
dates, catechumens, sponsors and 
their families. Annastacia Mphuthi, 
the Head of the Liturgy Depart-
ment reports that 509 candidates 
were present and 576 catechu-
mens. She expressed disappoint-
ment with those parishes which did 
not register, but arrived for the 
event. The elects will be confirmed 
and receive their First Holy 
Communion at the Easter Vigil and 
the catechumens will be baptised. 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults (RCIA) is a programme for 

Archbishop Buti signs 
the book of the elect, 
with Fr Philip Miller  

at the back.

Archbishop Buti signs 
the book of the elect, 
with Fr Philip Miller  

at the back.

Rite of 
Election

receiving adults into the church. In 
his homily, Archbishop Buti paid 
tribute to Pope Francis, who 
inspires us in this Jubilee Year of 
Mercy to get closer to Christ by 
reaching out to our brothers and 
sisters, especially those less fortu-
nate. He said it is a perfect time to 
reach out to them, especially dur-
ing the Lenten period. 

“The church invites us to take 
stock and reconcile with God, and 
to love and care for one another,” 
he added. He told catechumens 
that by accepting the invitation to 
join the church, they were follow-

ing the teachings of God.
After the Archbishop had 

signed all parishes’ books of the 
elect, he said: “Your names have 
been written in the book of life. 
Let them never be erased.”

Fr Paul Beukes, Episcopal 
Vicar for the Liturgy Department 
expressed his gratitude to all who 
participated in the planning of the 
event, the liturgy commission 
members, priests whose catechu-
mens were presented, the choir, 
Frs Jean Marie and Philip Miller 
and the Archbishop.

Lebo WA Majahe

The Department of Christian 
Formation, Liturgy and Culture, 

under the Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference, facilitated a 
workshop for the Johannesburg 
clergy on 3 and 4 February at 
Cathedral Place. The workshop was 
led by Fr Emmanuel Ndlovu CMM,  
Sr Phuthunywa Siyali HC and  
Fr Don Bohe. 

“Today people experience sick-
ness in all kinds of ways, whether 
physical, emotional or psychological. 
As a church, we have to be part of 
the hand that gives healing to those 
who are sick,” Fr Emmanuel said.  
Through the ages, in the church, the 
celebration of Mass and the 
Eucharist, together with the sacra-
ment of reconciliation has been 
seen as the chief source of healing 
for human spirit. Sacramentals are 
aids, sacred signs which bear a 
resemblance to the sacraments in so 
far as they signify the effects, espe-
cially of a spiritual kind, he said. They 

include holy water, 
blessed ashes, 
blessed palms and 
blessed oil. Priests are 
urged to catechise lay 
people so that every 

Mass is a healing Mass, although 
special masses can be organised to 

Sr Phuthunywa Siyali 
and Fr Emmanuel  
Ndlovu who were facili-
tating the workshop

Clergy 
     Workshop

Every year, I get mail from my 
non-Catholic and even some 

Catholic friends, asking why I 
always go on about Shrove 
Tuesday … what it is and what 
significance it holds. I trust you 
will find this helpful. Shrove 
Tuesday occurs the Tuesday pre-
ceding Ash Wednesday, which 
officially ends the season of 
Epiphany. It is a day for celebra-
tion and feasting before the period 
of fasting required during the 
Lenten season. Traditionally it is a 
day for confession and repen-
tance. The name “shrove” is 
derived from the word “shrive”, 
which means to absolve. The 
name denotes a period of cleans-
ing, wherein a person brings their 
lusts and appetites under subjec-

tion through abstention and self-
sacrifice. Shrove Tuesday has 
evolved into a day of frivolity 
and indulgence during which  
people participate in as much 
pleasure and self-gratification  
as they can before Lent begins. 
There are a variety of customs in 
celebrating the day, the primary 
one being indulging in pancakes 
and other rich, fatty foods before 
the ritual of fasting of the Lenten 
season. The Chancery staff were 
no different this year. After morn-
ing prayers, we gathered for a 
Shrove Tuesday celebration. 
Monsignor Bishop-Elect Duncan 
Tsoke joined us and staff took the 
opportunity to congratulate him 
on his new appointment as the 
soon-to-be-ordained Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Archdiocese of 
Johannesburg.       Lebo WA Majahe

Sr Juliana Abioye congratu-
lates the Bishop-Elect  

Fr Duncan Tsoke.

Shrove Tuesday

take forward the warm and healing 
hand of Christ, he said.

Different healing ministries were 
explained, specifically those of spiri-
tual therapies in which the church is 
involved. Among the challenges 
raised was that people who are sick 
have a fear of calling a priest and 
requesting the sacrament which is 
perceived to be a gateway to heaven.  
People were cautioned not to buy 
oils from repositories if they are not 
sure of the content.   Lebo WA Majahe                               
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Helping the needy with water

INVITATION

2016 STATE of the NATION
and

NEED FOR CITIZENARY  
SOCIAL ANALYSIS and ACTION

More water help
Josua Muton, a grade 2 pupil at St Benedict’s Junior Preparatory, 
helped Fr Emil Blaser at Radio Veritas to label about 2 000 bottles 
of water were transported to Senekal in the Free State as part of the 
drought relief initiative. The bottles of water were donated to those 
much-needed communities suffering at the moment. Thank you to 
all that have supported this initiative … What a wonderful way to 
show one another how much we care.

  Chantelle Burgin, Head of Marketing, St Benedict’s College

Assumption Convent 
School  joined the drive to 
send bottled tap water to 

the drought-stricken areas in the 
Free State for use by animals and 
people alike. 

This is an initiative that was 
launched by the horse-riding  
community in Johannesburg to 
stop animals from dying due to 
dehydration and starvation.

 As a small school, Assumption 
Convent managed to collect 1 
210,5 litres of water in one week. 
This is an awesome achievement! 

The water was collected from 
the Cedar Ridge Stables in 

The girls with teacher Michelle Taffara loading the collected water bottles

Contributing waterContributing water

De La Salle Holy Cross 
College was completely 

overwhelmed by the community 
rallying to help the children at 
Holy Cross Primary in Aliwal 

North after their recent water  
drive appeal.

Sr Bridget, principal of Holy 
Cross, Aliwal North, asked the 
college, their sister school, for 
help a few weeks ago. Her pupils 
had no water, the taps were dry, 
and the children were drinking 
contaminated water in desperation. 
The college’s environment com-
mittee immediately launched a 
water drive and they were 
‘flooded’ with water donations!

“It will be a Holy Year 
of Mercy” - Pope Francis

Skynet Worldwide Express’ 
Diederick Stopforth donated an 
8-ton truck and loaded 8 000 litres 
of water to deliver to the school in 
Aliwal North. To date, nine trucks 
have left the college with over 40 
tons of water collected from the 
local community and participating 
schools and churches. 

Sr Bridget distributed the water 
to her pupils, their families, the 
old age homes, creches and the 
community. She said: “A very 
special thanks to everyone – and 
especially the children who wrote 
messages on the bottles they 
donated. We are so grateful, and 
since the water has been arriving, 
we have had very few sick 
children in our school.” 

The community was very 
excited about the arrival of two 
sponsored JoJo tanks and a pump 
which were delivered this week.

Once again, De La Salle Holy 
Cross College would like to thank 
everyone for their interest, support, 
compassion – and all the water 
donations. Well done – a huge 
difference has been made in the 
Aliwal North community.

And Holy Rosary …
Holy Rosary School, joined efforts with Round Table 21 to collect 
water for those in desperate need during drought. The school, with 
some donations from the community, collected close on 5 000 litres 
for human- and animal-consumption.

This hope is that all of us 
become more aware of  
the special needs of our 

parishioners with disabilities, to 
ensure they feel and experience 
welcome and inclusion when the 
parish comes together to celebrate 
the redeeming love of Christ in 
our midst. For this we need to 
pay attention to: accessibility, 
inclusion and participation, 
communication/language and 
catechesis.

Accessibility
Accessibility will require, where 
this is not already the case, 
changes in access to the church 
and other buildings for those 
parishioners with mobility aids, 
such as walking aids and wheel-
chairs.

Some suggestions for improved 
accessibility are:
• A ramp or level access for 

people with wheelchairs;
• Doors that are easy to open;
• Aisles that are wide enough for 

movement, particularly for a 
wheelchair;

• Accessibility to the sanctuary 

area when they minister or 
participate in an activity there;

• Suitable seating; 
• Suitable toilet facilities;
• Assigned car-parking spaces.

Inclusion and Participation
Giving them the opportunity to 
serve in liturgy and other aspects 
of life in the church. For example, 
as proclaimers, extraordinary 
ministers of the Eucharist, flower 
arrangers, choir members, ushers 
and collectors. 

Communication/Language
We must be sensitive how we 
communicate with parishioners 
with disabilities. This will include 
the language we use in addressing 
the congregation or each other.  
For instance, it would be more 
appropriate to use the terms: 
• ‘People with a disability’ and  

not ‘handicapped’ person; and
• ‘People with disabilities’ and  

not the ‘disabled’.
Catechesis

The Revised Statement on 
Catechesis of the Southern African 
Bishops’ Conference states:  

‘It is part of the Catholic tradition 
to consider those who suffer 
handicaps, physical or mental, as 
well as other forms of disabilities 
as people particularly loved by 
the Lord. Suitable catechesis 
needs to be provided for these 
people. This calls for personalised 
and adequate programmes that 
involve the family and the 
Christian community.” 

The Archdiocese responds to 
this statement by offering the 
SPRED programme to parishes. 

The need for all of us to 
become more aware of the special 
needs of our parishioners with 
disabilities challenges us to care 
for each other and allow everyone 
the opportunity of sharing their 
gifts and themselves with others 
within local church. This includes 
the recognition of other person’s 
dignity, with or without disability. 
Failure to recognise the absolute 
value of the other leads to the 
impoverishment of the human  
in ourselves, which leads to 
impoverishment within the parish 
community.

Sr Teresa Marie Healey, SPRED Dept

Is your parish user-friendly for 
parishioners with disabilities?

Kyalami and delivered to a central collection point from 
where it was loaded onto big trucks. 

These trucks left Johannesburg on 22 January to 
give some relief to the very dry Free State region.

40 Tons of 
Water Collected!

Beneficiaries receiving 
water in Aliwal North

TALK and DISCUSSION
on

Speaker:  Advocate Mike Pothier (CPLO)

Venue: 
St Vincent’s School for Deaf

Cnr Tottenham & Jellicoe Aves, Melrose

Date: 12 March 2016

Time: 09h30 (registration) – 13h00

Refreshments will be served Donations welcome
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On Sunday, 24 January, Mpho Mosito and a few parishioners of  
St Michael’s Meadowlands, organised a braai for the parish altar 

servers to thank them for their dedication and commitment. Mass was 
celebrated by parish priest, Fr Hubert Obaedo. The altar servers had 
the opportunity to select from amongst themselves members who 
were inspirational, constant and neat. Those who were found to be 
outstanding in these categories were: 
Always serving – Thato Hlahla
Inspiration – Kagiso Msimango
Neat – Obakeng Sechele

A special thanks went to all who made the event a success.
Polycup Masiga  

Holy Rosary Primary School recent-
ly held a Chocolate Festival on the 
day before the start of Lent. The 
girls indulged in treats they knew 
they would be giving up. The girls 
will be practicing self-denial by 
giving up luxuries such as choco-
late during the 40-day period of 
Lent. Seen here are Natalina 
Marques and Jade Sullivan.

New monitors
On Thursday, 21 January, Assumption Convent School announced 

their grade 7 leaders for 2016.  
The decision to accept a monitor badge is a very important one for 

each girl as it shows that they recognise their leadership roles from the 
primary school.  New appointment 

at Marist Linmeyer
Congratulations to Lara-Ann 
Koch who has been promoted  
to Deputy Principal (Academics 
and Curriculum Development)  
at Marist Brothers Linmeyer.

Dedicated altar servers

Special congratulations went to 
basketball’s first team for winning 
the U13 inter Catholic tourna-
ment. This is the first time  
St Benedict’s have won the  
tournament. Well done to David 
Craig (sitting front) who cap-
tained the side in the absence of 
Dario Pinto who was on leader-
ship camp. David also won the 
Most Valuable Player award of 
the whole tournament.  

St Benedict’s U13 BasketballSt Benedict’s U13 Basketball

In commemoration of Brescia 
House School’s 50 years of 
existence, a sculpture of St 

Angela Merici was commissioned. 
The headmistresses and jubilee 
committee members met with the 
sculptor Rosamund O’Connor, 
to talk through our vision of how 
they imagined the sculpture to be 
portrayed. Of utmost importance, 
was that St Angela needed to be 
approachable – they wanted the 
Brescia House girls to be able to 
relate to her and interact with her. 

The site for the statue also 
needed to be carefully thought 
through. An area under a large 
shady camphor tree overlooking 
the lawns was identified.

Details of her height, features, 
clothing, expression and attitude 
were keenly discussed. St Angela 
spent long hours walking, 
travelling from place to place, 
inspiring young women to a life 
with God. As such, she is lithe and 
athletic. She wears strong sensible 
sandals. Her robe folds delicately 
and sympathetically, and contrasts 
with the heavily-textured cloak 
which protects her from the 
elements. There is a trace of our 

African heritage and her 
association with us through a 
modified, geometric motif on her 
sandals which is echoed in her 
head scarf. 

She is seated on a rustic bench, 
in an attitude of quiet repose; a 
gentle smile on her face, 
welcoming her visitor to sit next 
to her and talk. She beckons 
subliminally by turning toward 
the empty seat next to her, and 

New sculpture of St Angela  
at Brescia House

Grade 3 Brescia House pupil, 
Angela Dietrich, sits with her 
namesake, St Angela Merici, 
after the unveiling

Back from left: Ann Owgan, head-
mistress of the primary school with 

Sr Diane Granger.
In front: Sr Moekti Gondosasmito 
and  Benedikte Nott, headmistress 

of the high school, sitting next  
to St Angela

her arm stretches along the top of 
the bench forming an arc of 
comfort to the guest. Her 
expression is receptive, her gaze 
gentle as she contacts the viewer 
who chooses to sit beside her.  

The quote on the plaque is a 
message from the writings of St 
Angela and says: ‘And I shall 
always be in your midst, helping 
your prayers.’  And indeed today 
and going forward, both 
physically and spiritually, she is 
with the Brescia community.

Helga Bishop

Celebrating matric results 
The 2015 matric class of St Anthony of Padua, Evaton West celebrated 
Mass on 10 January, just after the results were released and they  
celebrated the achievement of  a 100% pass. Parish priest Fr Sergio 
“Thabang” Lorenzini is seen here with some of the students.

Photo: Pruvinance Moeketsi Bohope

Last treat for 40 days … The Year of Mercy 
Celebrated at St Peter 
Claver, Pimville
Fr Joseph Matsau with Soweto  
Deanery priests, deacons and altar  
servers at the inauguration of the 
Year of Mercy at St Peter Claver, 
Pimville. The mood was electrify-
ing and spiritual discernment.

Photo: Sello Mokoka
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“And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive,  
if you have faith...” Matthew 21:22

OLOFRAT is hosting 2 events in 2016!

Interested parents and children can pay off the amount each month –  
end February to end June. R300 per month x 5 months = R1 500,00!

SINGABA HAMBAYO THINAAA!!
So PHAKAMIS’IZANDLA ZAKHO LAPHO SIK’BONE ... UZ’VEZE ... SIK’BONE

The camp is not limited to Fatima kids, we are part of the bigger community ...
BABIZENI BONKE BAZO BONA SENZANI!

For more info, contact
olofrat@gmail.com/facebook/twitter
072 463-5044

3rd ANNUAL RENEW AFRICA FUN DAY
28 March 2016

R60 per ticket and then 10 km is nothing – sofa s’gijima!

HAHOLE M’NATE REA LEBITSA!

RENEW AFRICA “Why Catholic?” Camp
4-9 July 2016

R1 500,00 per child

Bank Standard Bank

Account holder OLOFRA

Account number 004130367

Branch Jabulani Mall

Branch code 006805

Reference Child's name - Camp 2016

Deposits can be made directly into our account.

August 2016
Fr Victor Ngwenga

R25 500.00

St Anthony of Padua, Evaton 
West has interesting Sundays.

On 17 January Mango Tieho 
Mokaeane-Mafojane motivated 
the youth of the parish and 
emphasised the importance of 
academic studies. She teaches 
Economics to grades 10,11 and 
12 at Aurete Secondary School in 
Vanderbijlpark. She spoke of the 
significance of being educated.  
In 2015 her class obtained 95% in 
Economics.

Mokaeane-Mafojane came 
from a humble background, but 

through hard work, reached her 
goals.

On 24 January Maletsatsi Betty 
Mahalelo was our second speaker. 
She is an acting judge in the High 
Court of South Africa. She gave 
an interesting and informative 
talk during Academic Sunday.

Maletsatsi Betty has, for the 
past 13 years, worked at Sebo-
keng as a regional magistrate. She 
has been an acting judge since 
2011. Mahalelo stressed that there 
is no excuse for young people not 
to be educated because they have 
information in the palm of their 
hands. She said she also came 
from a poor background, but, 
because of hard work and being 
focused, she achieved her goals.

She told young people to work 
hard, stay focused and that  
attending parties and being 
involved in relationships would 
cause them to lose focus. 

What we like most is that these 
special people are Catholics, so 
we believe the youth of St 
Anthony of Padua will work hard 
and stay focused at all times. 

Pruvinance Moeketsi Bohope

The Holy Cross Home in 
Lady Selborne celebrated 
the jubilee of nine sisters 

on 9 January at Old Mission  
(St Theresa) church in Pretoria.

Archbishop William Slattery 
was the main celebrant at the 
unique Jubilee Mass, with Bishop 
Kevin Dowling of Rustenburg in 
attendance. Amongst the concele-
brants of the Mass were Fr James 
Thazhoor, Fr Vincent Brennan  
and convent chaplain, Fr Terry 
Duurland.

The gathering filled the 
beautifully-decorated church to 
capacity. The Holy Cross sisters in 
great numbers, other religious 
sisters and brothers, invited guests 
and family members all witnessed 
the event.

The jubilant nine sisters are: 
Diamond 60 years: Bernard 
Aertker, Gisella Willenbrink, 

Maua Savage, Petra Maria Muller, 
Roswitha Pelle 
Golden 50 years: Catherine 
O’ Connor, Angela Jae, Agnes 
Mary Limbeck
Silver 25 years: Monica Madye-
mbwa and Otilia Musekiwa. 

Archbishop Slattery applauded 
the many combined years of 
dedicated service given to the 
church in South Africa, Namibia 
and Zimbabwe through education 
in schools and hospitals.

Holy Cross sisters are well- 
known for assisting at frail care 
centres and nursing homes for the 
aged. The sisters provide outreach 
programmes to disadvantaged 
areas and informal settlements, as 
well as skills development, youth 
programmes and crèches for the 
children.

The consecrated women 
promote quality of life for HIV/

AIDS patients through the 
provision of comprehensive HIV 
care. They support terminally-ill 
HIV patients, as well as giving 
home-based care, amongst other 
activities.

Archbishop Slattery, in his 
homily, pointed out that God, who 
has called the individual sisters, 
does accompany them faithfully to 
the end of their lives.

There was an atmosphere of 
spontaneous joy and jubilation 
throughout the day. Scrumptious 
lunch and drinks were prepared 
and served for all present.

Farayi Matondo

From left: Bishop Zithulele Mvemve 
Fr Phuti Makgabo and Fr Joe Matsau

Fr Phuti’s Induction
A full church and beautiful music 
greeted the welcoming of Fr Phuti 
Makgabo as the assistant priest of 
the Good Shepherd and Blessed 
Isidore Bakanja parishes on Sunday, 
24 January. A large number of 
worshippers attended Mass.  
Parishioners were joined by the 
Makgabo family and Fr Phuti’s 
friends, with Fr Joe Matsau and 
Bishop Zithulele Mvemve 
concelebrating.

Fr Phuti expressed his happiness 
at being warmly welcomed to 
Protea. He said he looked forward 
to a good working relationship 
with parishioners

Lebo WA Majahe

Thanks to the Daughters of St Anne
The Daughters of St Anne in Johannesburg had their Thanksgiving 
Mass on 21 November at St Albert’s, Vosloorus. The main celebrant 
was Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde  CSSp who encouraged us to work hard 
for our sodality,  challenging us by asking us to find our purpose in the 
sodality, our spiritual life and what type of members/women we are.

 He also thanked the sodality for donating groceries for the Mother 
Teresa home in Hillbrow. 

Mpho Motlamelle
Fr Thabo applies ashes to the faithful. 

Ash Wednesday Mass at the 
Cathedral was said by  
Fr Thabo Motshegwa.

“Lent is a moment of grace as 
the holy father invites us, in his 
Lenten message, to have compas-
sion by practising the corporal 
works of mercy – feeding the hun-
gry, giving drink to the thirsty,  
sheltering the homeless, clothing 
the naked, caring for the sick and 
visiting imprisoned people.

 People can be naked, not 

because they have no clothes, but 
because they are taken for granted, 
because they are vulnerable, poor 
and weak.

“In order for the Lenten journey 
to be effective, it needs to be  
practical.

“Let us look at what is not 
being said, but made visible, that 
is, the needs of each other and 
talking to each other with compas-
sion. We have a lot of hungry  
people, a lot of homeless people. 
Compassion is when I look at you 
and see the face of God. Christ 
prayed for 40 days in preparation. 
It is going to be a difficult experi-
ence if you do not pray as with 
prayer, we conquer all other forces. 

“Lent is about taking on some-
thing. When you focus on giving 

up something, it becomes a long, 
tedious exercise. But if you take on 
something it becomes a joyous 
occasion,” he added. 

It is also a time to experience 
the mercy and forgiveness of God 
through the sacrament of penance 
because when we sin, we reject the 
love of God. 

“The prophet Joel invites us  
not to tear our garments but our 
hearts. This is a season of hope in a 
world that continues to be pessi-
mistic. Hope sustains this journey 
and leads us to a moment where 
Christ conquers the devil through 
His death” he said.   

Lerato Mohone

Sr Otilia Musekiwa with Sr Monica, 
the Provincial Superior of the Holy 
Cross Sisters of Southern Africa

Holy Cross Sisters in unique 
Jubilee Celebration

Ash Wednesday

Maletsatsi Betty Mahalelo, an 
acting judge in the High Court of 
South Africa

Two outstanding Catholics 
inspire the youth
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 Year of Mercy 
 Pilgrimage Walk

Everyone is welcome! Register with Sr Rose 078 992-8580 

Last year, 83 police officers were 
killed. As the onslaught on 
police officers persists, the 

archdioceses of Johannesburg and 
Pretoria gathered at the Cathedral 
to celebrate Police Day on 
30 January. 

Organised by the Justice and 
Peace Department, the purpose of 
the celebration was to salute, affirm 
and pray for our heroes and hero-
ines in the South African Police 
Service (SAPS), metro, traffic, prison, 
air force, navy and security 
personnel.

Mass was celebrated by South 
African Catholic Bishop’s Confer-
ence’s (SACBC) Bishop for Special 
Ministries and Archbishop of 
Pretoria, William Slattery. Concele-
brating were Fr Jabulani Ndaba 
from the Eshowe diocese, SAPS 
chaplain, Fr Chaka Motanyane, 
Correctional Services chaplain  
Fr Jordan Ngondo, National 
Chaplain for Air Force, Fr Simon 
Khamali, Fr Ben Mahlangu, Fr Thabo 
Motshegwa, Fr Hubert Obaedo and 
the Department of Justice and 
Peace’s Vicar, Fr Raymond 
McQuarrie. They were assisted by 
Reverend Bernard Khasu. 

Police Day 
Celebrations

Archbishop William Slattery, 
priests and security cluster

With St Michael the archangel 
being the patron saint of the 
security cluster, it was fitting that 
St Michael’s chorale lead the singing. 

Archbishop Slattery in his homily 
said, in the first reading (Joshua 1: 
5-7, 9 God’s Commission to Joshua) 
God assures Joshua who is faced 
with the tremendous task of leading 
the people of Israel following Moses’ 
death that he should not be afraid. 
God tells Joshua not to swerve from 
his laws and reiterates his promise 
that he will never leave him nor 
forsake him.

God is saying these words to you 
as he is concerned with security and 
freedom. Jesus himself came  
to defend us, to free us from sin,  
he said.

Reflecting on the second reading 
(1 Corinthians 12: 12-20 Unity and 

Diversity in One Body), he likened 
the importance of security cluster 
to the defence mechanism in the 
body.

“HIV/Aids destroys the defence 
system in the body and when the 
body breaks down, even the flu can 
kill you. When the defences of the 
body break down, the body cannot 
survive, thus your role in society is 
very important. 

“All of us are susceptible to the 
wiles of evil spirits. I, therefore, 
encourage you to have respect for 
the individual. We can learn from 
Pope Francis, who, when visiting a 
country, makes it a point to visit 
prisoners,” said the Archbishop . 

They were then committed to the 
care and protection of St Michael 
and treated to lunch after Mass.

Lerato Mohone  

While many of us have the 
privilege of having a few 

meals on a daily basis, there are 
many living in Johannesburg’s 
CBD who have no such luxury.

However, there is a small ray of 
light at the end of tunnel for some 
homeless people in the vicinity of 
the Cathedral.

The church has, for the past 26 
years, given some the assurance of 
a fresh, wholesome meal every 
day of the week thanks to the soup 
kitchen run there. Under the 
spiritual guidance of the Admini-
strator of the Cathedral, Fr Thabo 
Motshegwa, the soup kitchen 
feeds almost 100 people during 
the week and anything between 
250 and 300 people on weekends.

Four groups take turns to 
prepare, serve and tidy up the 
serving area. From Monday to 
Saturday, the weekday voluntary 
workers are responsible, and on 
Sundays, they swap between the 
Society of the St Vincent de Paul, 
the Portuguese community and the 
Cathedral Care Team. They have 
also managed to rope in the 
Cathedral youth.  

“The festive season is a particu-
larly difficult time as it is regarded 
as family time and that is when 
loneliness and depression in others 
is most acute. To show that they 
matter, we host a lavish sit-down 
meal where they are also given 

   ‘When you are starving, 
you become weak and cannot 
think straight …’

toiletries,” said organiser, Megan 
Mackay.  

ADNews spoke to Patson Ndlovu, 
a 28-year-old Zimbabwean man 
who joined his aunt in South Africa 
in 2001 after the death of his 
parents. Eight years later, his aunt 
also passed away leaving him 
homeless. He has been receiving 
his daily meal at the soup kitchen 
for approximately five years. He 
says he is truly appreciative of 
what the soup kitchen does.

“They are helping people. When 
you are starving, you become weak 
and cannot think straight. You end 
up being involved in destructive 
behaviour in order to get food. The 
meals are filling and different each 
day, but I must say when it is the 
Portugueses’ turn to cook, we eat 
and eat. We look at the food which 
reminds us of the miracle  
Jesus performed and there were  
12 baskets of leftover food.

“Not only do we receive food for 
our stomachs, we also receive food 
for the soul as, on Saturdays, prior 
to receiving food, we have a 
30-minute Bible study. The word 
of God heals and gives us hope. 
God is using the facilitator to raise 
us up and that gives us strength,” 
he said.

The soup kitchen welcomes any 
kind of donations. To help, please 
call Megan on 083 684 7677 or 
011 720 3312.          Lerato Mohone 

The homeless enjoying a 
meal at the Cathedral

from the Shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon in Mulbarton
31 kilometres to Divine Mercy Parish in Walkerville

on Saturday, 2nd April 2016

OPTIONAL

“Lite” Pilgrimage Walk

Join us halfway at 1:00 pm 

at Sun Valley Golf Course 

for the last 12 km!

“To reach the Holy Door in Rome or in any other place in the world, every-
one, each according to his or her ability, will have to make a pilgrimage. 
This will be a sign that mercy is also a goal to reach and requires  
dedication and sacrifice. May pilgrimage be an impetus to conversion ...”

(Pope Francis, Misencoriae Vultus)

6.15 am Pilgrims gather at Shrine – Registration
7:15 Walk through the Holy Doors at OLL
7:30 Depart from the Shrine
9:15 Optional bathroom stop
10:15 Rest stop
11:00 Resume walking
12:45 Lunch break – Confessions
2:15 Resume walking
4:00 Rest stop
4:45 Resume walking
6:00 Holy Mass at Divine Mercy Parish

Police Day was celebrated on 27 January at St Benedicts, Sebokeng 
Zone 3 through Justice and Peace Department. Organisers of this 

event were Motshweneng Pascalina and George Sibiya. 
 In his homily, Fr Emmanuel said: “The celebration of our police, 

law enforcement officers, soldiers, traffic and security officers is very 
critical in our communities and in the country. The work that these 
officials are doing is much the same as that of the apostles who were 
protecting the law of God. Our officers protect and enforce the laws of 
our country.”

    He added that the celebration was a fitting reminder of the work 
done by the apostles “for which we give thanks to God for protecting 
all our officers nationwide.” 

Report and photos by George Motseokae Sibiya

From left: Parish priest Fr Emmanuel Dim SMA, 
Popikie Mokena – CWL St Benedict and Provincial 
Department of Justice, Sebokeng Houtkop offices; 
constables Nadia Hlanguza – Evaton SAPS; Phindile 
Boyani – CRC Vereeniging; Veronica Ndabezitha – 
Evaton SAPS, Maki Mathe – Vaal Rand Flying 
Squad    

… at St Joseph’s 
the Worker, Bosmont
Members of the South African 
Police Services attended Mass at  
St Joseph the Worker, Bosmont on 
31 January to celebrate Police Day.

Fr Cletus Onwudwe the cele-
brant, thanked members for the 
duties that they perform in our 
neighbourhoods. He asked the  
parishioners to pray for them and 
their famnilies and for those who 
have given their loved ones to be 
servants of the community.

Photo: Marcel J Coutriers

St Francis of Assisi. 
Reiger Park, had their 
annual Christmas party 
for underprivileged 
children on 16 Dec-
ember. There were 
approximately 1 500 
children at the party. 
Each child received a 
toy and a meal.

Congratulations 
Dillon and Kaylyn!

Dillon Naiker, Youth Coordina-
tor at the Chancery married his 
wife Kaylyn on 16 January at  
St Martin’s, Geluksdal. The  
couple here are seen with  
Fr Thabang Nkadimeng OMI.  

… at St Benedict’s

A belated Christmas photo too sweet not to share

Alfred Carrim, PFC Chairperson
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CATHOLIC BIBLE FOUNDATION 
OF SOUTH AFRICA

presents

BREAD FOR THE JOURNEY
PURPOSE OF PROGRAMME

This is a “Formation Programme” that allows for personal spiritual 
development and gives you an opportunity to review  

your relationship with God for your own and the greater good.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

CURRICULUM
The curricula draw from lessons set out in CORD and LIFE BOUND. 

1. Year One
a) Introduction
 Teachings of the Church on the Word of God and the  

importance of Scripture in our lives.
b) Gospel Of The Year 
 An introductory study of the Gospel of the year with special 

emphasis on understanding Jesus’ Message and Way of Life.
c) Windows On God’s Word
 This method enables the reader to approach Scripture from 

the perspective that SCRIPTURE is STORY.

2. Year Two
a) Gospel of the year
b) Exploring Scripture Together
 An innovative and interesting method of running a  

Scripture Sharing Group.  Reading materials are provided 
for the Books of the Bible.

3. Year Three
a) Gospel of the year
b) Lectio Divina   

  Praying with the Scriptures.

DURATION: Three Saturdays a year. 09:00 - 15:00

Contact: Telephone: 011 435-7488 | E-mail: jhb@catholicbible.org.za

• Teachers • Catechists
• Leaders of guilds • Members of parish 
 and associations  Councils
• Ministers of the Eucharist • Individuals

CONTACT: Teresa Wilsnagh 
(011) 435 7488  |  jhb@catholicbible.org.za

If you would like us to present at your parish, please let us know!!! 

VENUE: Cathedral Place, Saratoga Ave, Berea, Johannesburg

DATES: 9th April, 25th June, 1st October

TIME: 9:00am to 4:30pm (Registration – 8:30am)

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN LUNCH!   

COST: R150 per session

Bread for the Journey
2016

Gospel of Luke

CATHOLIC BIBLE FOUNDATION of SA presents

Scripture for  
Catechists, Teachers, and all lovers of Scripture

St Cecilia Sodality cele-
brated St Cecilia Day  
with the ushering in of  

42 new members into the sodality. 
The annual event, whose chief 

celebrant was Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale, was held at Our Lady of 
Peace in Bophelong, Vanderbijl-
park on Sunday, 22 November.

The parishioners awaiting the 
arrival of Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale sang and danced enthusi-
astically at the gate. Concelebrat-
ing at Mass were parish priest  
Fr Mbulelo Sikotoyi and Fr Sim-
phiwe Kheswa of both Nyolohelo 
in Zone 12 and Emmanuel in Zone 
14 Sebokeng. 

PPC chairperson Mary Matli 
welcomed the Archbishop and the 
congregation. 

The acceptance of new members 
(38 females and 4 males) from 17 
parishes brought the number of 
registered members of the sodality 
to 1055, according to the sodality 
president Lefu Mokete.

The enrolment was a culmina-
tion of a 12-month training period 
as aspirants. The training included 
aspects of evangelisation through 
music, among others. 

Using sieves in his homily to 
illustrate the importance of 
baptism of the faithful, Archbishop 
Buti said everything we do should 
be sieved to symbolise Christ who 
is the invisible image of God and a 
source of our hope. He said that 
during baptism, we get washed of 
the dirt of our sins to become true 
Christians. 

“You joined the sodality not 
only because you love music, but 
also because you want to become 
better Christians and better 
persons,” said the Archbishop. He 
urged new members to be focussed 
at all times and strive to bring into 
the sodality humility and joy, 
adding that the “decisions you 
make should be influenced, driven 
and led by the Holy Spirit so that 
we can have more Benedict 
Daswa’s of this world.” 

“While you bring freshness and 
humility into the sodality, you 
should endeavour not to hurt 
others and always stay out of 
trouble,” he implored. He noted 
that Christ, our light, is the image 
of His father who is loving and 
forgiving like the father of a 
prodigal son.

Speaking on behalf of the new 

members, Mantoa Moji of  
St Joseph’s in Katlehong, said it 
had not been an easy journey. She 
said it required a lot of resolve to 
get to where they were, adding 
that they were grateful to have had 
the support and excellent mentor-
ship of the older members of the 
sodality. Mantoa said the event 
marked a spiritual turning point.

The Diocesan president of St 
Cecilia sodality expressed his 
thankfulness to Archbishop Buti, 
to Fr Mbulelo Sikotoyi for hosting 
the glamorous event and to 

On 22 January, six young Dom-
inicans made their profession 

into the hands of the Fr Sikhosiphi 
Mgoza, the vicar general of the 
Dominicans in Southern Africa,  
at the Franciscan Retreat Centre,  
La Verna, Vanderbijlpark.

Nana Francis Amponsa, from 
Ghana, had just completed his 
novitiate, made profession for three 
years. The other five brothers are 
Isaac Mutelo, Godfrey Chikaura, 
Evans Zulu, Kelvin Banda and 
Wilbroad Mulenga. These brothers 
renewed their profession for one 
year. They will continue their studies 
at St Joseph’s Theological Institute.

The simple and colourful 
ceremony was attended by the 
Franciscan community of La Verna 
and 12 Franciscan sisters, as well as 
all the Dominican Friars of southern 
Africa. The festive nature of the 
ceremony was marked by jubilant 
singing which underscored that the 
Dominicans were celebrating their 
800th jubilee and almost 100 years of 
ministry in South Africa.

The ceremony was a culmination 
of the week-long annual Dominican 
conference which focused on issues 
which were later taken up at the 

elective Chapter from 25–31 January. 
At the beginning of this Chapter, a 
new vicar general was elected. Pre-
chapter commissions were set up to 
discuss matters relating to govern-
ment, apostolic life, economic 
matters, common life, formation and 
studies. Proposals were debated and 
the results were handed over to the 
Chapter for decisions to be taken.

The conference celebrated the 
800th jubilee year of the Order of the 
Preachers. The vicar general 
welcomed the representative of the 
Master of the Order, Fr Dominic Izzo 
and moderator, Fr Emmanuel 
Ntakarutimana, of Burundi. After  
the Gospel reading, and a reflection 
on the significance of jubilee by  
Fr Emmanuel, Fr Joseph Falkiner, 
bearing the jubilee candle, led a 
procession to the adjoining hall for 
the completion of the simple cere-
mony. In a spirit of true brotherhood  
the brethren expressed their appreci-
ation to the Order, and Dominican 
brothers and sisters in particular, for 
their contribution and ministries over 
this 800-year period.  The ceremony 
ended with singing Dominican Salve 
Regina and the anthem, O Lumen, in 
honour of St Dominic.      Fr Emil Blaser

Dominicans Celebrate 
New Brothers

The new  
Dominican 

brothers

St Cecilia Celebration
Archdiocesan  

president of  
St Cecilia sodality 

Lefu Mokete in the 
red shirt is flanked 

by some of the new 
members in the 

sodality.

Below: Archbishop Buti Tlhagale places a 
gown on the shoulders of new member, 
Michael Maphanga’s while public relations 
officer Josias Mpela looks on. Maphanga 
is from Holy Trinity in Katlehong.

Mantoa Moji is seen with PRO 
Josias Mpela.

Left: Fr Mbulelo Sikotoyi, Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale and Fr Simphiwe 
Kheswa are waiting to receive gifts 
from new members of the sodality.

concelebrant, Fr Simphiwe 
Kheswa. Catholic musical 
brilliance was on display during 
Mass as the sodality rendered 
beautiful music.

Archbishop Buti expressed 
disappointed at the R900 000 
contribution from parishes for the 
shrine he wants to build. He 
launched a passionate plea to the 
890 000 strong Catholic faithful 
in the Archdiocese to each contri-
bute a sum of R100 towards the 
building of the shrine which will 
be devoted to Our Lady and 
which is being built in 
Magaliesburg.

Abel Dlamini
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Miguel De Lemos 20-03-55     
Gregory Brooke 18-03-61
Albert Nolan    18-03-61
Bernard Hession 05-03-66
Inigo Alvarez de Toledo 28-03-00
Obaedo Hubert  19-03-12
Aloysius Ssegwanyi    01-03-14
Joseph Luyombya  1.03.2014 

1st    Martin O’Connell
3rd   Nkosinathi Nkabinde and 
       Joseph Nnadi
8th   Rev Terence Fox
14th Benno Singer
18th Eduardo Guarin
23rd James Towell
24th Pawel Michalowski and
       Martin Reilly
29th Rev Keith McKenzie
31st Carlos Gabriel

1st Rev John Rahme
5th James Ralston

We Celebrate with 
our Clergy

Ordinations

Birthdays in March

... and in early April

... and in early April

The following Priests and 
Deacons celebrate their birthdays 

and anniversaries of their 
ordination.

Remember them in your prayers!

11

Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the 
Bible Foundation writes about 
the Word of God in response 
to the Synod call for spiritual 
growth and on-going formation.
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PoPe Francis’ Prayer for the Year 
of Mercy, commences: Lord Jesus 
Christ, you have taught us to be 
merciful like the heavenly Father, 
and have told us that whoever sees 
you sees Him. Show us your face 
and we shall be saved.

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus 
and Matthew from being enslaved 
by money; the adulteress and Mary 
Magdalene from seeking happiness 
only in created things; made Peter 
weep after his betrayal and assured 
Paradise to the repentant thief. 

Let us hear, as addressed to each 
one of us, the words that you spoke 
to the Samaritan woman: “If you 
knew the gift of God offered to you 
today.”

Pope Francis mentions seven 
gospel characters. What is the gift 
offered to us today?

St John Paul ll answers: We are 
called to; contemplate Christ with a 
gaze fixed, on the face of the Lord. 
But where does one concretely 
contemplate the face of Christ? 
Christ is truly present in his Word 
and in the Sacraments, especially in 
the Eucharist. Recognizing him 
requires a gaze of faith which is 
acquired through the habitual 
reading of the Word of God.    

Starting Afresh from Christ  
2002 (23)

Some Internet sites, dedicated to 
the Bible, are calling us to read the 
entire Bible this year. That is a 
tough call. Happily the church has 
provided us with our own Bible 
reading programme: Readings for 
every day of the year. Why not 
commit to using one or more of the 
texts for each day as the source of 
our daily prayer?

Paul assures us: At various times 
in the past and in various different 
ways, God spoke to our ancestors 
through the prophets; but in our 
own time, presently, today, he is 
speaking to us through his Son. 
(Heb 1: 1 – 2)

God says to each of us: 7 Dear 
children, do not let anyone lead 
you astray, to live a holy life is to 
be holy just as God is holy. 8 The 
reason the Son of God appeared 
was to destroy evil. 9 No one who 
is born of God will continue to 
sin, because God’s seed 

(Word) remains in him; he cannot 
go on sinning, because he has been 
born of God. 

10 This is how we know who the 
children of God are: anyone who 
does what is right is a child of 
God; anyone who loves his brother 
is a child of God. (1 John 3: 7 – 10)

In this Year of Mercy we are 
called to focus on ourselves. In the 
words of the psalmist:

All the ends of the earth have 
seen the salvation of our God. Sing 
a new song to the Lord for he has 
worked wonders. 

Our God will not be out done in 
generosity. All He asks of us is to 
listen with open minds and hearts 
to his Word. God is at work in our 
lives all the time, let us give him a 
free hand and then:

Let the sea and all within it, 
thunder, the world, and all its 
peoples. Let the rivers clap their 
hands and the hills ring out their 
joy at the presence of the Lord. 
For the Lord comes to rule the 
earth. He will rule the world with 
justice and the peoples with 
fairness.

As we grow in the love and 
understanding of the Word our 
lives will gradually be transformed. 
We will grow little by little to be 
the best people that God intended 
us to be. The generosity of God 
will slowly replace our own 
selfishness and we will sing a new 
song to the Lord.

The Christian Journey to Christ, 
is “based on the Word of God”; 
our spiritual life, is “based on the 
Word of God.” Prayerful and 
frequent reading of the Bible will, 
with time, deepen our Personal 
Relationship with Christ; (St John 
Paul ll 1996) and then we will truly 
sing and New Song to the Lord.
Note: Most of the texts used in this 
article are taken from the liturgical 
readings for 4 January. The Daily 
Liturgical Readings are published in: 
Guide to Daily Liturgical Readings 
2016 (Available from Catholic Bible 
Foundation); The Link and Liturgical 
Calendars.

On Thursday, 21 January,  
Dr Deon Oerson, St Bene-
dict’s Campus Headmaster 

for Community Wellness and 
Advancement and Andre Oost-
huysen, Executive Headmaster 
journeyed to Victory Park to attend 
a lunch meeting with the Oblate 
Provincial, Fr Ronnie Cairns. “This 

meeting with the Provincial was a 
richly-rewarding one as we continue 
to draw strength and inspiration 
from the deeply-meaningful 
relationship we continue to share 
with the Oblates of Mary Immacu-
late, our founding fathers,” said 
Oerson. 

“On behalf of the St Benedict’s 
community, we wish to publically 
thank Fr Cairns and the Oblates  
for the confidence they express in 
the good work we are doing at  
St Benedict’s and the encourage-
ment they continually provide,”  
he said.

 “We are humbled that our efforts 
are acknowledged,” he said.

At the meeting, Fr Cairns 
confirmed that as from 1 February, 
Fr Thabo Mothiba will be the 
school’s new, full-time chaplain. 

Fr Thabo delivered the homily  

at the 2015 Academic Mass when 
he was invited by Fr Vitalis Marole 
to share some insights into his 
spirit-ual journey with the boys 
and staff. 

He was ordained in April 2015. 
“We are thrilled that he has been 

appointed to St Benedict’s. We are 
excited at the prospect of once 
again having a full-time chaplain 
in our midst. We are extremely 
privileged and thank the Provincial 
for his generosity.

“We would also like to thank  
Fr Tony Daniels who stepped into 
the breach as our part-time 
chaplain since the departure of  
Fr Marole,” said Oerson.

Pope Francis has 
appointed Msgr 
Peter Bryan Wells, the 

senior American official in the 
Roman Curia, as Nuncio to South 
Africa and Botswana.  

The Vatican announced this on  
9 February, saying that the Pontiff 
has also raised Wells to the rank  
of archbishop.

For the past six-and-a-half years, 
Wells has been Assessor for the 
General Affairs of the Secretariat 
of State, a position equivalent to 
deputy chief of staff, which 
handles most church affairs apart 
from relations with states. He has 
served in this key role since  
16 July 2009.

Wells has worked in the Vatican 
since 2002 in the First Section of 
the Secretariat of State, and was 
head of its Anglophone desk from 
2006-09. A polyglot, he also 
speaks Italian, Spanish and 
German fluently.

For almost 14 years, he has 
given loyal, professional and 
dedicated service to three popes 
– John Paul II, Benedict XVI and 
Francis. During his time in the 
Vatican, his work entailed, among 
other things, contributing to events 
surrounding the death and funeral 

of John Paul II (2005), the election 
that same year of Benedict XVI 
and his resignation in 2013, and 
the subsequent election of Francis.

As assessor under Benedict 
XVI, Wells was involved in the 
day-to-day operations of the 
Vatican. He made a significant 
contribution to the church during 
the turbulent period of the 
Vatileaks’ scandal as the First 
Section, in which he worked, 
handled among its many briefs, 
also those relating to security and 
communications. 

 Astute and hardworking, Wells 
has always kept a low-profile and 
is credited with exercising a 
strong, positive influence in 
developing the Vatican’s response 
to the sexual abuse of minors by 
priests’ scandal, when the issue 
emerged in Germany and other 
countries in those years.

For many years he’s been the 
‘go-to-man’ for bishops – and not 
only bishops – from the United 
States and many other English 
speaking countries. They have 
sought his advice and/or assist-
ance, and usually have come away 
indebted to him.        Source: Visnews

New chaplain for St Benedict’s

Fr Thabo Mothiba

New 
Nuncio 

for South 
Africa
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Water and sanitation 
challenges remain an 
issue for the people of 

the dusty and dry township of 
Matwabeng, Senekal as they 
battle with the realities of the 
devastating drought. 

The seriousness of the situation 
was explained to a group from 
Radio Veritas who recently 
delivered water there.

Residents explained that some 
have, in desperation, resorted to 
drinking sewage water and water 
given to cows which has resulted 
in them falling ill. Their taps have 
remained dry, without a single 
drop, since November 2015. A 
man collapsed and died after 
queuing for hours in the blazing 
sun waiting for water to be 
delivered to the Jojo tanks water 
collection point. Apparently the 
municipality provides about  
250 000 litres of water to resi-
dents, but the supply is not 
enough to meet the demand. 
Maria Mokoena, a resident in 
Matwabeng said that sometimes 
the water delivered to them from 
the tanks is smelly and poses a 
health hazard. Sanitation chal-
lenges are also experienced in 
schools, where the smell from 
dirty and unflushed toilets is 
unbearable. Parents often keep 
their children out of school 
fearing for their health with these 
dangerous and unhygienic 
environments. All the parents 
expressed their worries regarding 
the long-term effect the drought 
will bring, particularly to their 
children. They use the water they 
bath in for flushing, cleaning and 
watering the garden. Livestock is 
dying due to dehydration and the 
food prices have sky-rocketed. 
They use money they get from 
government grants and loan 
sharks to buy food as they fail to 
produce their own food from 
farming. 

Shouting from the back of the 
queue, Lerato Makena explained 
her frustration because the muni-

cipality has not been delivering 
clean water consistently.

 Radio Veritas embarked on a 
collection of bottled water to 
bring some relief for the people of 
Matwabeng. Some eight tons, 
totalling about 2 000 bottles of 
water, were collected from 
various points around Johannes-
burg and Pretoria and distributed 
to the people of Senekal on Friday, 
29 January. Fr Emil Blaser, 
director of the radio station said 
that, having heard about the sad 
situation, he and his team decided 
to embark on this project to bring 
some sense of restoration and 
pride to the people, taking on a 
challenge from Pope Francis. 

Fr Emil said they would be 
collecting more water for distri-
bution to the people of Senekal 
until a solution to the problem is 
achieved.

When Fr Emil told those 
gathered that they had brought 
water to them, some called their 
friends and families. Other 
residents began arguing over who 
should get the water – a sure sign 
that they were struggling. 
Catholic Institute of Education 
and the Reatlegile Primary School 
in Mabopane assisted with 
collecting water.

  Starpack, a packaging com-
pany in Johannesburg, assisted 
with a truck for transporting the 
water. The local residents were 
extremely grateful and they 
showed their appreciation through 
singing and dancing. Some in the 
crowd vowed not to vote in the 
upcoming local elections if their 
taps continue to run dry.

Lebo WA Majahe

The youth are drifting away 
from their faith and from the 
church. This inspired an initia-

tive by the Soweto Deanery to 
meet at Regina Mundi, Moroka on 
Saturday, 6 February for their 
Chorale Reunion Mass. 
   The aim of the event was to 
remind the youth about the differ-
ent activities, programmes and 
sodalities they can join.  The 
organisers of the event were assist-
ed by young people from various 
parishes involved in youth pro-
grammes in the Archdiocese.   
 The theme for the day was from 
the Pope’s thoughts on the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy “We are called to be 
merciful like our Father, renewing 
our faith and returning to God.”
 The day started with a procession 
where the names of deceased 
young people who were active in 
the choirs of the parishes of 
Soweto were read. A candle was lit, 
praying for them to find the light 
in Christ in eternity. Mass followed 
with Fr Sbusiso Mkhize, a visiting 

priest from Marianhill, being the 
main celebrant and Fr Thabo 
Motshegwa concelebrating. The  
liturgy was prepared and led by the 
various youth choirs.
  Young people were lively during 
the Mass, a clear indication that 
there are still young people want-
ing to grow in their faith and in 
serving God and one another. 
     Speaking to Thapelo Motaung 
of St Michael, Meadowlands, he 
said that more youth events should 
be organised within the deanery, 
to accommodate those wanting to 
grow in the faith.

 “The turnout and the excitement 
expressed by all these young peo-
ple attending shows that there is 
hope for the future of the church,” 
he said. He expressed disappoint-
ment and concern over those 
young people who have left the 
church.
    The organisers want to see this 
event grow and to have it annually.
  “Feedback has been amazing and 
positive and we are motivated to 
organise more events of the same 
calibre to strengthen and motivate 
fellow young people in the faith,” 
said Motlatsi Bambisa and Tefo 
Motsepe, organisers of the event.
   Tshepiso Lekoko, a soon-to-be-
ordained deacon, gave a moving 
talk on his vocation story, speaking 
of the hunger and emptiness he 
felt before committing to join the 
seminary. He said young people 
should consider serving Christ 
because sacraments need to be 
administered to the people of God. 
    Representatives from various 
sodalities and groups gave a brief 
explanation on what their minis-
tries and devotions are about and 
encouraged active participation in 
the church by young people.
 Siphiwe Moloi of Radio Veritas 
also gave a motivational talk, 
wrapping up the event which was 
followed by a gathering at the 
Moroka Park.

Lebo WA Majahe

On 31 January, the Soweto 
Altar Servers Guild members 

from 18 parishes in the deanery 
met at Holy Rosary, Phiri to give 
thanks for the generous gift of life 
and that of the Guild. 

The day kicked off with morning 
prayers led by an executive 
member. A documentary, “Tshi-
mangadzo: The Life of Benedict 
Daswa” followed because we were 
heading to Bl Benedict Daswa’s 
first feast day on Monday  
1 February.

The spiritual director, Sr Nkhen-
sani Shibambu inspired us with a 
reflection based on the Year of 
Faith.

 The celebration of the Eucharist 
was celebrated by parish priest,  
Fr Victor Ngwenya who gave good 
advice to the altar servers in his 
homily – to always stay humble 
and not to forget that their parish 

priests will always be the leaders 
above us.

Mass was graced by our mentors 
who sang gloriously with the choir.

After the closing prayer, the 
chairman, Tebogo Petja thanked all 
who helped make the day a 
success. 

An ‘amazing race’ was 
organised to bring unity amongst 
the altar servers. Teams were 
called by different saint’s names 

such as St John Bosco, St Maria 
Goretti, St Rita amongst others. 
This game needed members to 
constantly work as a team.

This was followed by final 
prayers and a talent show.

The day was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and an exuberant atmosphere. 

The chair would like to extend 
his most sincere gratitude to all 
members of the executive 
committee, sub-committees, altar 
servers, Sr Nkhensani Shibambu 
CSA and Fr Francis Muturi AJ, the 
spiritual directors of the guild, the 
parish, Holy Rosary and all those 
who supported this special day.  

Report Tebogo Petja, Soweto Altar 
Servers Guild Chairman

Soweto Altar 
Servers Guild 
Opening Mass
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