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The Catholic Order of the Knights 
of da Gama recently assembled at 
Our Lady of the Wayside, Maryvale 
to witness the solemn investiture 
ceremony of Joseph Dube as Grand 
Knight of All Saints Council 21. 
Other office bearers who were 
elected with him are Deputy Grand 
Knight Peter Markson, Chancellor 
Joseph Rondozai, Master of Second 
Degree Jerry Ramaota, Master of 
First Degree John Tipping, Master 
of Arms Lawrence Ezenwuba and 
TR Past Grand Knight Julius 
Seddoh. Council 21 comprises 
Brothers from Yeoville, Cathedral, 

Maryvale and Braamfontein 
parishes.

Chaplain, Fr Ivan Strcic officiated 
at the ceremony.

The Order is a South African 
brotherhood of Catholic men 
whose aim is to encourage its 
members to contribute to the 
spread of the kingdom of Christ on 
earth by becoming stronger 
Christians. 

As Grand Knight, Joseph’s role is 
to maintain and foster the 
brotherhood of the order in the 
council. This includes keeping 
contact with brothers in the 

Fr Brian Mhlanga, parish 
priest of Our Lady of 
Mercy, Springs, will be 

joining the Radio Veritas family 
in April. He will be mentored 
and trained by our famous  
Fr Emil, who is the current 
Director of the station.

Fr Emil started the station 
from his bedroom at their then-
Kensington community house 
until he moved to Edenvale to 
the building which is shared with 
the Knights of da Gama.

Fr Brian has shown a lot of 
enthusiasm and is keen to learn 
the ropes in taking the Catholic 
voice further.

He is hoping to attract the 
listenership of more young 
Catholic professionals.

FIFTEEN permanent deacons 
were ordained by Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale on Saturday, 

12 March at the Cathedral of Christ 
the King. The church was packed 
to capacity with family of the 
ordained, friends and parishioners 
who came to support them. This 
was a big event for the Archdiocese 
as it was such a large number of 

The Archbishop congratulating 
the newly-ordained.

“There shouldn’t be any
competition between deacons 

and priests” -  Archbishop Buti Tlhagale

From left: Regional Grand Knight 
Laurence van Heerden,  Grand Knight 
Joseph Dube, Deputy Supreme Knight 
Rob van der Walt and Supreme 
Secretary Alvaro Peres

council, conducting meetings and 
managing activities of the council. 

The investiture was followed by 
Mass celebrated by parish priest, 
Fr Petrus Shiya and concelebrated 
by Knights of the da Gama Council 
6 (St Peter’s, Vanderbijlpark) 
chaplain, Fr Sylvester Mbiydsenyuy 
Ponje. 

“In the parable of the fig tree 
(Luke 13:1-9) we see a man who is 
impatient with the tree not 
bearing fruit. God is not as harsh 
as the man who wanted to have it 
cut. Yes, he expects us to bear 
fruit, we are meant to bear fruit. 
“But like the gardener, God is 
patient and merciful. He tends to 
us, he puts fertiliser in us so that 
we may bear fruit.

“To the incoming Grand Knight, 
Joseph Dube, I’d like to extend my 
congratulations. God is with you. 
Allow him to ‘manure’ you and  
you will indeed bear much fruit,” 
he said. 

LeratoMohone

Fr Brian Mhlanga 
to take over from 
Fr Emil Blaser

The deacon kneeling 
before the Archbishop 
placing his hand on the 
book of the Gospel, 
assigning them to go 
out and proclaim to the 
people.

New Grand KnightNew Grand Knight

men being ordained at once.
  Bishop Zolile Mpambani, of 

the Kokstad Diocese was present 
as his older brother was amongst 
those ordained.

    Permanent deacons are 
men ordained in the church, but 
who normally have no intention 
or desire of becoming priests. 
They must and should be married 
before being ordained as deacons. 
Permanent deacons have secular 
jobs to support their families.

They also help the local priests 
by visiting the sick, teaching the 
faith, counselling couples and 

individuals, working 
on parish committees 
and councils, and 

giving advice to the priests. 
Deacons can baptise, witness 
marriages, perform funerals and 
burial services outside of Mass 
and distribute Holy Communion 
consecrated by the priest.

 In his homily, Archbishop Buti 
cited the values of the deaconate, 
which are: family, mutual 
trust and respect, faithfulness, 
friendship, happiness, humility 
and forgiveness. Addressing those 
being ordained, he emphasised 
that those values should be at the 
heart of each of them as they are 
values indicating their personal 
holiness. 

“Deacons, like priests, are to be 
the guardians of the Eucharist, and 
are to promote the appreciation 
of the Blessed Sacrament and 
impose restoration on the dignity 
given to the Eucharist,” added 
the Archbishop. The deacons will 
be assisting their local priests at 
parish level.

Lebo WA Majahe

The examination and acceptance of the candidates.

FREE PHOTOGRAPHIC / 
CAPTION-WRITING 
WORKSHOP
ADNews will be holding a free 
photographic workshop for anyone 
interested in submitting articles for 
the newspaper and website www.
catholicjhb.org.za.

Date: April 16  •  Time: 10am– 2pm 
•  Venue: Cathedral Big Hall

The day includes a free hotdog, 
juice and tea/coffee.

Tim Barnard, a well-known 
photographer for The Star, will 
conduct the workshop. He will teach 
people how to make the best use of 
their cameras and cellphone cameras.

For bookings please email: 
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Please book only if you are certain 
you will be able to attend as our 
numbers are limited. 
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Randburg Gandhi Square 
18 Peter Place 3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of from 10:30-12:00 
each month from    
10:30-12:00

Marie Nichol 011 618-2489

Donate 
Help the Culture of Life Apostolate 

help pregnant women in crisis.
Contact Raphael Lallu 

079 779-5596 / 071 832-1386
fundraising@cultureoflife.co.za

www.cultureoflife.co.za
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CONFIRMATIONS
His Grace, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale will administer the 
Sacrament of Confirmation to young people of the following 
Parishes in April. Pray for them.
Sat 9 10:00 Kristo Nkosi Kwa-Thema
Sun 10 09:00 Sacred Heart Katlehong
Sun 17 09:00 Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Thokoza
Sun 24 08:00 Regina Mundi Moroka

PATRONAL FEASTS
24th  Isidore Bakanja, Protea Glen (1996)
29th St Catherine of Sienna, Eldorado Park (1974)  
30th  Our Lady of Africa, Mohlakeng (1962)

Community Notice Board

Pope’s Intentions: April
General. That small farmers may receive a just 

reward for their precious labor.
Missionary. That Christians in Africa may give 

witness to love and faith in Jesus Christ amid 

political-religious conflicts.

Community Masses

Zambian Community at 11:30 
 on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194 
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831

charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community at 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month 
Cathedral of Christ the King

Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
at 14:00 on last Sunday of each month 

St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Nigerian Community at 11:30
on 2nd Sunday of each month 

at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean 
Community in Amharic at 12:30

on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville

followed by Bible Study.
Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185

 hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Francophone Community at 11:15
on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month

Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 at

Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community 

Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu
076-211-5232

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West 
Contact Deborah Mothopeng  

082 454-4732

Deaf Community
2nd Sunday of each month

Charismatic Community
All-night vigil

from 20:00 on last Saturday of each 
month to Sunday at 05:00

Cathedral of Christ the King

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday

Sung Chaplet of The Divine Mercy

Could you not spend 
 an hour with me?

Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.

Enquiries 074-193-0449

St Anne’s Home 
for Aged Women,

Edenvale, has accommodation 
available. A CWL project.

Call Sister Jean: (011) 453-4667 

Family Life Theme
Family theme for 2016 is  

“The Year of Mercy and the Family. 
Building Homes of Merciful Love”.

GOD’S MERCY IS DIVINE MERCY 
www.marfam.org.za

Are you called to be  
a diocesan priest?

Contact Vicar for Vocations,
Father Thabo 082 824 6394
Facebook Thabo Motshegwa

Contact Sr Esther-Maris Okoro, 
Vocations Department

Join the 
discernment group

Adoption, 
the loving option.
CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533 

or adoptions@mweb.co.za

www.adoptions.org.za

SCHOENSTATT
FAMILY MOVEMENT
 Saturdays 08:00 Mass in the Shrine

Thursdays 17:30 Exposition & Holy Hour
Sundays 12:00 Exposition 

1st Saturday of the month 07:00  
Covenant Hour, Rosary and Meditation
CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD

BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446

Free Notices
Send event notices for May 2016 

by 10 April to  
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.
The May issue of ADNews 
is due on Sunday 1 May

Edenvale – 011 609 7246
First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of 
Blessed Sacrament 1 hour before at 

Our Lady of the Angels Chapel.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00 

10 St Anne Road, Hurlyvale, Edenvale.

Society for the Care of Persons with Mental Handicap

Join the Archdiocesan News 
group and get 
up-to-date notices.
Use the group to publicise 
your parish events

Chancery
011 402-6400

For all departments

The Journey to First Holy
Communion Begins

CAPTAIN NOAH AND 
HIS FLOATING ZOO

8&9 and 15&16 April
A musical production by The Players
St Martin de Porres, Craighall Park

Bookings, Joy: 072 357-9966

INVITATION

You are cordially invited  
to attend the ordination of  

Monsignor Duncan Tsoke who will be ordained  
Auxiliary Bishop of the Johannesburg Archdiocese by  
His Grace, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale o.m.i. together 

with two other ordaining Bishops.
Date: Saturday 30 April 2016

Time: 10:00 am
Venue: Regina Mundi Catholic Church
1149 Khumalo Street, Moroka, Soweto

Please make every effort to attend and support  
Mgr Duncan Tsoke for his ordination.

Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka Did’ho, Chancellor

Fr Keith Gordon-Davis blessed 28 Grade 4 pupils of Brescia 
House who will make their First Holy Communion in 
October this year. The girls were presented to the school 
community and the congregation of the Church of the Resur-
rection, Bryanston at a special Mass on 26 February.

Judy Stockill

Saturday 9 April 11:00-16:00
Charismatic Workshop 
with Fr Joseph Wilson

Cathedral Place
Call Charity 074-968-2831

Saturday 9 April 10:00-12:30
Introduction to Theology

“Wisdom Ever Ancient Ever New”
Church history is the subject of 
this module in the short course.
St Augustine College, Ley Rd,

Victory Park 011 380-9000

Saturday 9 April 10:00
Parish Catechetics coordinators 

for NORTH deanery
Rosebank Catholic Church

Contact Sr Tarsycja Groblica 
ZSJM, catechetics department

Charismatic Community 
All-night vigil from 20:00 on  

the last Saturday of each month 
to Sunday at 05:00

Cathedral of Christ the King

Saturday 16 April 10:00
 “My Catholic Faith”

Session 1 of a course in faith formation.
Facilitator Sr Tarsycja Groblica ZSJM 

Contact catechetics department.

FAMILY of GOD COMMUNITY
Life in the Spirit seminar 

“In this year of Mercy, to a personal 
encounter with Christ.” 

Tuesdays at 19:30 until 31 May at 
St Charles’, Victory Park

Apr 5 Intro Carlos Vieira
12 God’s Love David Sadie
19 Salvation Alexander Venter
26 New Life Paul Derbyshire
May 3 Receiving God’s Gift Fr Joe Wilson
10 Baptism in Holy Spirit Paul Cook
17 Growth Tom Miles
24 Transformation in Christ Fr Ben Mahlangu
31 Mass Fr Emmanuel Youngten

Jenny 083-467-6318;
Carlos 082-467-4909

Saturday 16 April 08:00-16:00
Far East Rand Deanery Family Day

Jubilee Year of Mercy
Mass at 10:00 celebrated by
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale

Followed by food, fun and games
Charles Baard Stadium
Cr Prince George Ave & 
Gardiner Ave, Brakpan.

All Welcome

Saturday 16 April 12:45-16:00
THE BOOK OF NUMBERS

Passover in the desert
Scripture in its Jewish context. 

Holy Family College, Oxford Rd, Park-
town. Entrance on 3rd Avenue.
Bring Bibles and packed lunch.
To book contact Sr Marie André 

Mitchell, marieandre@batkol.info 
or 072 250-4944.

19 - 28 April
BIO ETHICS – this Course 

will outline a general bio-ethical 
framework & examine the ethical 

principles that underpin it.
St Augustine College

Victory Park 011 380-9000

Saturday 23 April 10:30-15:30
RCIA Course

Contact Sr Tarsycja Groblica ZSJM, 
catechetics department.

Sunday 24 April
Parish Catechetics coordinators 

meeting for SOUTH WEST 
deanery Regina Mundi after Mass

Contact Sr Tarsycja Groblica 
ZSJM, catechetics department.

Wednesday 20 April 10:00
Morning of recollection for 

diocesan clergy at Mazenod Centre.
Pray for our priests and deacons

Contemplating the mystery of 
mercy; “a wellspring of joy, 

serenity & peace,” Pope Francis

Saturday 9 April 09:00-13:00
Bohareng invite you to a morning of 

reflection facilitated by
Sr Katy van Wyk OP

The Haven, St. Vincent School 
for the Deaf, Melrose

Refreshments will be served.
Donation appreciated.

Saturday 14 May 18:30

FATIMA PILGRIMAGE

on foot to Schoenstatt Shrine,  

Bedfordview.

Starting at Blessed Sacrament, 

Malvern. 011 616-4008

Sunday 15 May 11:30
PENTECOST RALLY

Cathedral Place
Charity 074-968-2831
Marieke 082-399-1419

Saturday 28 May 9:30-13:00
The Beatitudes

A talk by Fr Chris Schonenberger
Hosted by Contemplative Outreach

Koinonia, Judith’s Paarl
011 624-1002

Saturday 28 May 09:00-13:00

Annual Sale
San Salvador home for 

mentally challenged women
19 Melville Rd Hyde Park

Handmade woven items; knitted 
toys; homemade jams, plants, 

bric-a-brac and more.  
Refreshments.

Have a fun day with us.
All proceeds to San Salvador

Sunday 5 June 09:00-16:00
Catholic Women’s League 

Winter Fete 
De La Salle Holy Cross College

Road No 3, Victory Park 
Simunye – Together We are One 

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical abor-
tion), Catholics must be told, for their 
eternal welfare, and survival of their 
unborn infants. See www.epm.org.statitic/ 
uploads/bcpill.pdfCoLA 082 609 6919
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

Holy Smoke!

Do you have a question  
about the Liturgy?
You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 
• fax 011 402-6406

MSA1101b

Sr Carmel 

082 543 9778
srcarmel@wizz.co.za

of the Assumption
The Missionary Sisters

Join us as a sister and bring
healing and joy to our world

Hello again, and welcome to the 
one hundredth article in this 
series! This month the questions 
come from Orange Farm where a 
reader would like to know more 
about the similarities and differ-
ences between some Catholic and 
traditional African rituals.

What is the difference between 
Church incense and imphepho? 

Imphepho is the name given to the 
dried herbs that are burnt in 
African rituals, either by a 
sangoma, or by a member of the 
homestead. It differs from the 
incense burnt in Catholic rituals 
both in origin and purpose. 
Although different plants are 
favoured by various groups within 
southern Africa, the plant species 
helichrysum petiolare appears to 
be the most popular. The twigs, 
leaves and flowers of this plant are 
collected and dried before being 
burnt in rituals. Church incense is 
usually made from the dried gum 
or resin of perfumed trees. The 
brand used most often in South 
African parishes is a combination 
of frankincense, myrrh and 
benzoin.  

Church incense is used to show 
veneration. In the ancient world, 
frankincense was an expensive 
commodity and so it was used 
only on special occasions and for 
sacred functions. The Jewish 
priests burnt incense in the Temple 
where they believed God dwelled 
in the Holy of Holies. Pagans 
made offerings to their gods and 
goddesses by burning incense in 
front of their statues. Caesar was 
also honoured in this way, as 
though he were a god. Today we 
use incense to honour Christ who 
is present in his Word and in the 
Blessed Sacrament. Symbols of 
Christ such as the altar, the Cross 
and the paschal candle are also 
venerated in this way.

Imphepho is known to be burnt 
so as to invoke and placate the 
ancestral spirits, but it is most 
commonly used for the driving 
away of evil spirits. Traditional 
knowledge blamed most sickness 
on evil spirits, and the imphepho 
plant does have healing properties. 
It has been shown to relieve pain 
and inflammation. It fosters 
healing when applied to wounds. 
People who have inhaled a lot of 
its smoke have experienced 
euphoria and sedation, but it does 
not appear to be addictive.

There are churches where 
imphepho has been used in place 
of frankincense. There is nothing 
preventing us from replacing an 
imported product with something 
local. We must be careful, 
however, not to confuse or 
scandalise people who associate 
the smell of burning imphepho 
with something unChristian. 
Showing veneration and chasing 
away evil are two completely 
different things. We do not incense 

the Gospel Book to keep it free 
from evil, but because we are 
honouring Christ, the Word of 
God! 

When incense is used in church, 
why does the Cross get incensed 
three times, the priest twice and 
the people only once?

This question refers to the 
preparation of the gifts at the 
beginning of the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist. After the bread and 
wine are placed on the altar, the 
priest incenses the gifts and the 
altar, pausing in front of the Cross 
to venerate it with incense. 
Thereafter the clergy and the 
faithful are incensed too.

Paragraphs 75 and 144 of the 
General Instruction on the Roman 
Missal speak about using incense 
at this time. We read that: “the 
Priest may incense the gifts placed 
on the altar and then incense the 
cross and the altar itself, so as to 
signify the Church’s offering and 
prayer rising like incense in the 
sight of God. Next, the Priest, 
because of his sacred ministry, 
and the people, by reason of their 
baptismal dignity, may be 
incensed by the Deacon or by 
another minister”. Nowhere, 
however, is there mention of the 
different number of swings every 
altar server tries to master! I was 
once taught that the thurible is 
swung 3 x 3 for Christ and 
symbols of Christ, 3 x 2 for the 
clergy and 3 x 1 for the laity, but I 
cannot find this substantiated in 
any official document. One book 
of rubrics in my collection, 
written by a very conservative 
author, paints quite a different 
picture. He calls a swing of the 
thurible a ductus, and says that we 
always give three of these for 
Christ present in the Blessed 
Sacrament, the Gospel, the priest 
and the people. By this reckoning, 
it is always 3 x 2 at Mass, and the 
only time we would swing 2 x 2 
would be for a statue, icon or relic 
of Our Lady or another of the 
saints.

Well, that’s all very technical 
and probably too much like 
splitting hairs for most of us, but 
look at the instruction again: not 
only does it make the thurifer’s 
task easier, but it shows quite 
plainly that Christ is to be 
honoured in His people just as 
much as in the inanimate objects 
adorning our church sanctuaries. 
Do we remember to venerate 
Jesus in our fellow Christians with 
the same respect we give to the 
crucifix or the Bible?

Access to information is a tool and it is usually 
not a victory in itself.

This is what was revealed on 13 February 
when 18 Justice and Peace members, representing 
eight parishes, embarked on the J&P Good Govern-
ance Project (PO1) at a workshop held on Promotion 
of Access to Information Act (PAIA).

It was facilitated by Carina Conradie from the 
Right to Know organisation and was held at the 
Cathedral Hall.

The project’s objectives are: to facilitate good 
governance in local government so that municipal 
ward councillors are held accountable for the 
development and implementation of the Integrated 
Development Plan (IDP); to increase community 
participation in local government IDP processes; to 
inform members about PAIA and to teach J&P groups 
how to use the act as a tool to request information 

Facilitator, Carina Conradie from 
Right to Know OrganisationPromoting good governance

needed for implementing J&P’s good governance 
project.

The workshop looked at four questions in relation 
to J&P project: What problems are J&P members 
facing; what information could assist J&P members 
in their struggle; what strategies can be used to 
request information needed and what to do with the 
information gathered.

Report by: Brian Mooi, J&P Fieldworker/Organiser

On Saturday, 5 March, young 
Catholic leaders from the 
South and Vaal deaneries 

assembled for their first Diocesan 
Youth Leaders’ Conference, also 
known as AJYLC. The Youth 
Department has split this into four 
events during 2016 by dividing the 
eight deaneries into pairs.

The conference was hosted by 
the youth chaplain of the Southern 
Deanery, Fr Jorge Guerra CS at  
St Patrick’s, La Rochelle. Activities 

included singing and prayer, ice-
breakers, talks and presentations 
and fellowship. Fr Jorge set the 
standard for hosting, providing 
everything from tables and chairs 
to a sound system, projector and 
even refreshments.

Although there was poor attend-
ance, those present brought a 
positive energy to the event. Topics 
included the basics of leadership 
and focusing on the main traits of 
being a good leader as taught and 
lived by Jesus Christ. The youth 

were reminded that to be a Christian 
leader one has to be united with 
Christ through prayer and the 
sacraments.

They were then presented with a 
campaign run by the Christian NPO 
Heartlines called My Money, My 
Values. Guest speakers briefed 
leaders on how to run the campaign 
in their own parishes in an attempt 
to teach the youth about values that 
are lacking in the South African 
context. Free resources were 
received for this.

Furthermore, the attendees were 
guided towards taking an initiative 
in ministry. Various excuses about 
lack of resources, money, help and 
support were discussed but it was 
concluded that the only real excuses 
are idleness, an unwillingness to 
step up and to commit to working 
hard, despite suffering. They were 
also shown numerous initiatives, 
resources and ministry directions, 
including our own Catholic Me & 
GIVE campaigns developed by the 
Youth Department.

At the end of the programme, a 
short briefing on the Youth Forum 
Manual was presented and the 
youth were given a live tour through 
the youth website with special focus 
on the new and developing 
S.P.I.D.E.R. Check out www.
catholicyouthjhb.com. 

We pray that many seeds were 
planted during this encounter and 
wish the youth leaders God’s 
amazing grace. The remaining 
conferences are on 7 May (West & 
Soweto), 13 August (East & Far East) 
and 17 September (North & Central).

Youth Department

Creating new leaders

Sr Juliana Abioye with youth leaders

Catechists from Christ 
the King, Orlando East 
Front from left: Dieketseng 
Makgetha, Immaculate 
Mpho Radebe (coordina-
tor), Lethokuhle Mtjibiliki 
and Nomusa Sibisi.
Back: Genevieve Gaba-
shane, Mahlohonolo 
Shabangu, Pamela  
Msimango and Pupa Msini.

Fr Xavier Barongo AJ 
presenting bibles to Holy 

Spirit, Dobsonville  
catechists.
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WAYS INTO PRAYER

Easter People
Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South Africa, 

explores Ignatian Spirituality.

This season of Easter, lasting 
until the Ascension, is a 
deeply challenging time for 

us as the people of God. When we 
look at the post-resurrection 
stories, we see again and again 
that those people who encounter 
the risen Christ are transformed. 

They meet Jesus in their fear, 
their anxiety, their brokenness, 
their guilt, but in their encounter 
with him, they are changed 
forever. Peter will never betray 
Jesus again, Mary Magdalene is 
gifted with courage and strength 
to become an apostle to the 
apostles, Thomas moves from fear 
and doubt to deep faith. 

Not only are they transformed 
internally, they are transformed to 
become agents for change in the 
world. Jesus sends them out into 
the world to transform and change 
it, and filled with His Spirit they 
go.

This same challenge to be 
followers of Christ working for 
the kingdom of God is offered to 
all of us. Like the disciples, if we 
are to be the kind of people who 

are willing to take risks for God 
and to put ourselves at the service 
of helping in building God’s 
kingdom here on earth, we need to 
be transformed.

We, like Peter, need to hear 
Jesus’ question, ‘Do you love 
me?’ Like Mary Magdalene we 
need to be challenged not to cling 
to Jesus but to go and speak of 
him to others. Like the disciples 
on the road to Emmaus can our 
hearts burn within us?

The only way I know of to 
actually change, to actually allow 
myself to become transformed is 
to be open to encountering the 
Risen Christ, and to allowing God 
to change me. 

A very old form of scriptural 
prayer that facilitates this kind of 
encounter is to contemplate Jesus 
in the gospels. To do this, I 
imagine myself into the gospel 
story. I imagine that I am Thomas 
placing his hand in Jesus’ wounds, 
or that Jesus finds me lost in the 
garden and calls me by my name. 

I enter imaginatively into the 
story as if I were one of the 

characters, and in my 
imagination allow Jesus to speak 
directly to me. My own life 
story and the story of the Gospel 
merge, and the Holy Spirit at 
work in my imagination helps 
me to encounter Jesus. 

In his advice to people 
praying these gospel 
contemplations, St Ignatius 
suggests using all our senses to 
help us imagine ourselves more 
fully into the story. I must begin 
by noticing what I hear, what I 
smell, what I taste, what I see 
and what I touch. Then I turn 
my attention to my feelings and 
notice how what is happening 
affects me. 

Finally, I speak heart-to-heart 
to Jesus about what has 
happened, talking as if to my 
most trusted friend. This Easter 
season, I invite you to go on a 
few ‘prayer dates’ with Jesus. 
Book out half an hour to an hour 
in your diary when you are 
going to go and meet with Him 
in the scriptures. Take a 
favourite resurrection story and 
for at least half an hour imagine 
yourself deeply into the story. 
Let Jesus speak to your heart, 
and allow yourself to respond as 
fully as possible to Him, and 
then see what happens.

April’s Family Year Planner theme 
is God’s Mercy is Divine Mercy.

Pope Francis’s opening words in 
the booklet Misercordiae Vultus (The 
Face of Mercy) Jesus is the face of 
the Father’s mercy.

This year, the first Sunday in April 
is Divine Mercy Sunday. Most of us 
are familiar with the Divine Mercy 
image depicting Jesus with the rays 

of mercy as he appeared to St 
Faustina. Many people know and 
have made the Novena and say the 
Chaplet regularly as is also done on 
Radio Veritas every afternoon at 
3pm.  The Holy Father’s motto for 
the Jubilee Year of Mercy is “Merciful 
like the Father.”  We use the words, 
“Lord have mercy, Christ have 
mercy, Lamb of God have mercy” all 
the time at every Mass. 

With these ideas in mind then, we 
need to know how God is being 
merciful so that we can imitate this 

in all our own situations and 
relationships beginning at home. 
Pope Francis has given many clues, 
the Holy Doors, the pilgrimages, 
calling everyone to conversion 
especially during Lent, no matter 
what sins we have committed. Our 
image for the time was the 
suffering Christ.  In this Easter 
season our image for reflection is 
the gift of Jesus, the Father’s Son, 
for our salvation who now is also 
the risen Christ and we can look for 
and celebrate the Father’s Divine 
mercy with praise and thanksgiving 
as we sing and say “alleluia.”         

Marfam’s Mercy Minutes booklet 
for April to June is now available. 
April uses the Eastertime readings 
of the day from the gospel of John. 
May and June themes focus on 
parenting and youth.  

Does your family home have a 
special holy door too to remind us 
that our home is a little church and 
through which members and 
visitors can be welcomed to join in 
our celebration of Easter joy?  

Visit www.marfam.org.za for 
more information and daily 
reflections and email info@marfam.
org.za to subscribe to our Family 
Matters e-newsletter. 

Toni Rowland

We were overjoyed to be 
asked to join the National 

Working Group on the Family 
Life Ministry under the steward-
ship of the Department of Laity at 
the Southern African Catholic 
Bishops Conference.

We got married in July 1994, 
which incidentally was the 
International Year of The Family.

Our wedding ceremony was 
conducted by our uncle, the late 
Archbishop Peter Fanyana 
Butelezi OMI and Fr Augustine 
Makgokolo. In our opinion, the 
Family Life Ministry is the most 
challenging of all ministries 
because families, and in particular 
marriages, face challenges and 
storms that threaten their very 
existence. We began our ministry 
from our parish, the Parish of the 
Resurrection, Bryanston in 2011, 
after being summoned by then 
parish priest, Fr Michael Fitz-
patrick. We began by looking after 
both ailing marriages and 
conducting pre-marriage classes 
for engaged couples. We are in the 
process of focusing more on 
marriage, divorce and re-marriage 
support. 

As a couple, we also assist and 
work closely with the Vicar for 
Family Life in the Archdiocese,  
Fr Patrick Maselwane OMI. We 
always tell other couples that we 
are not appointed because we are 
the perfect couple, but because of 

New Family Life 
Ministry 

Representatives

our imperfections that we are 
most suited to assist the ministry. 
We can identify and also sympa-
thise with those going through 
storms in their relationships.

We would like to see more 
couples involved in the family 
ministry to bring about healing 
and much needed peace in homes. 
There are many cases of abuse of 
children, parents and grandparents 
in our communities. Young 
couples need help in dealing with 
numerous parenting issues as well 
as drug and substance abuse. 
Strong families make strong 
communities, and the world will 
become a better place. It gives us 
great pleasure to assist and 
promote healthy family values 
and good relationships within the 
family. We are grateful for the 
opportunity granted to serve our 
God in this way, and hope that 
our little contribution will touch 
people’s lives and make a 
difference.

Rob and Mahadi Buthelezi 
Parish of the Resurrection, Bryanston

Divine Mercy Sunday

understand their faith and the 
teaching of the church since they  
are responsible for passing on our 
Catholic faith to the next 
generations.

The “My Catholic Faith” course is 
an opportunity to promote the 
Youcat and 3MC DVD which are 
good versions of the Catechism of 
the Catholic church and very helpful 
for catechists in their work with the 
young people too.

Youcat, the Youth Catechism, is a 
version of the Catechism of the 
Catholic church for youth launched 
at WYD in Rio. Youcat’s language is 
suitable for young people and the 
content is complete.

Another useful resource is 3MC, a 
three-minute catechism. It consists 
of 72 hand-drawn and animated 
episodes each three-to-four minutes 
long. It is a set of 2 DVDs. This series 
also explains the Creed, covering all 
four parts of the catechism in a very 
easy and humorous manner.

Sr. Tarsycja Groblica ZSJM, 
Catechetical Department

Formation for Catechists

The Catechetics Department will 
use “My Catholic Faith”, a course 

of faith formation in faith for 
catechists in 2016.

The course is based on the Creed.  
Each session explains a different 
part of the profession of faith using 
the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church in the basic version and 
Youcat.

Through this course we, the 
catechetical team, want to help to 
refresh the knowledge about the 
Catholic faith, to show the 
connections and difference 
between the faiths and cultural 
beliefs and to help Catholics defend 
their church’s beliefs in the 
contemporary world. 
         We felt that the catechists in 
our Archdiocese need to know and 
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Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, Frs Malesela 
Dikgale and Andries Kimane

5

Serenity 
Divine Mercy

Statues
Large church size divine mercy 
statues and smaller, suitable for 

indoor 
and outdoor as well as  

Our Lady Of Grace,  
Sacred Heart, and many more

Contact us on
Tel. (011) 435-4530/ 
Cell (083) 896-8920

E-mail: m.gracindaj@live.com

August 2016
Fr Victor Ngwenga

R25 500.00

In preparation for World Youth 
Day, Krakow, the final number 
of pilgrims registered with the 

Archdiocese is 103, seven priests and 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale are also 
going. Pilgrims have had quarterly 
encounters for spiritual exercises.

Pope Francis has encouraged all 
pilgrims to prepare well within their 
communities, so that the WYD will 
end up being a sign of faith to the 
whole world.  The Holy Father further 
stated that a pilgrimage is not only 
a physical journey, but an internal 
movement of faith towards a greater 
reality. Throughout preparation for 
WYD, it has been explained that 
the pilgrimage is a hallmark of the 
presence of Jesus among His people 
in an extraordinary way. The main 
events of WYD will gather millions 
of people from around the world. 
Every person who goes to WYD 
will have the possibility of having a 
personal encounter with Christ in 

Three months to  
World Youth Day

the presence  
of His ambassador  
here on earth – Pope Francis. 

With over three million pilgrims 
expected in Krakow, movement will 
be a big challenge. Buses, metros, 
cycling and walking will be a 
common way of getting from point 
to point. The government in Krakow 
will introduce new routes to ease 
traffic within the city. Security will be 
very tight. Bicycles will be provided 
and pilgrims are requested to leave 
them at a nearby parish after use.  
It is for this reason that the ‘Cycling 
WYD” concept was launched in 
Krakow. Pilgrims are advised to 
travel in groups, to be vigilant and to 
look out for pick-pocketers. Pilgrims 
will have a send-off Mass with the 
Archbishop on 16 July, the venue 
yet to be announced. They will leave 
for Krakow on 19 July and return to 
South Africa on 3 August.

Lebo WA Majahe

Bana ba Maria of the St Michael’s, Meadowlands were 
‘pinned’ on Sunday, 21 February. They are pictured here 
with their mentors, Dipuo Mokoena and Amanda Khutlisi 

who both belong to the Kemolo ya Maria Sodality.

The Association of Catholic 
Tertiary Students (ACTS) in 

Gauteng had their annual academic 
revival vigil on Friday,  
4 March.

Catholic students from various 
institutions of higher learning 
descended on the University of 
Johannesburg’s Soweto Campus for 
the gathering. The main celebrant 
at Mass was Bishop Victor Phalana 
who expressed great joy at seeing 
students from various campuses 
getting along so well. Other clergy 
in attendance were Fr Mthembeni 
Dlamini CMM (ACTS National 
Chaplain), Fr Tom Segami OMI 
(Chaplain, ACTS UJ Soweto),  
Fr Makhanta (Chaplain, ACTS) 
Sefako Makgatho (Medical 
University) and two seminarians 
from St John Vianney Seminary. 

The Bishop’s powerful homily 
touched on many critical issues.  
He echoed the Southern African 
Bishops Conference’s concerns 
about the many challenges that are 
facing universities at present. He 
reminded students of the role that 
they, as Catholics, should play in 
ensuring that these challenges are 
resolved through peaceful engage-
ment and not through violence. The 
Bishop challenged all branches to 
be visible on their campuses; a lot 
of good work gets done but is often 
not adequately publicized, he said.

As a result, many students are 
not even aware of the presence of 
ACTS on their campuses. The 
Bishop further noted that students 
who join ACTS are more likely to 
succeed in their studies because of 
the supportive framework that 
ACTS offers. He also challenged 
the branches to add meaning to 
their activities.

Catholic students should be 
spiritually fulfilled after coming to 
ACTS. This requires all our 
activities – Bible-sharing sessions, 
liturgies and homilies at Masses to 
be well-planned and to be lively.

The remainder of the homily was 
based on the theme of mercy, 
starting with parables that the Pope 
often cites in his teachings about 
mercy: the parables of The 

Unforgiving Servant, The Workers 
in the Vineyard, The Good 
Samaritan and The Prodigal Son. 
Like the Good Samaritan, students 
were challenged to respond and to 
take action where they see 
suffering. A fellow student who 
lacks food, or is sickly or is 
emotionally distressed should 

experience the tenderness of God 
through us. The Bishop asked 
each branch to identify a project 
for this Year of Mercy and to be 
commit-ted to assisting those in 
need through the identified 
project.  This, he said, would be 
pleasing to the Pope.       

 Katlego Modisagae, ACTS UJ Soweto

Fr. Tom Segami OMI (Chaplain, ACTS UJ Soweto), Rev. Bishop Victor 
Phalana, Fr. Makhanta (Chaplain, ACTS Sefako Makgatho Medical 
University) and Fr. Mthembeni Dlamini CMM (ACTS National Chaplain)

The outgoing Archdiocesan Pastoral 
Council held its last meeting on 
the first Saturday of March.

On the agenda was the episcopal 
ordination of Msgr Duncan Tsoke as 
Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese  
on 30 April, 10:00 at Regina Mundi, 
Moroka. Plans for the event are 
underway. People are advised to arrive 
at 09:00 to allow for parking and settling 
in. Expected to grace this momentous 
occasion is the newly-ordained Nuncio 
for South Africa, Archbishop Peter Bryan 
Wells and a college of bishops from all 
over Southern Africa. Approximately  
200 priests will also be in attendance 
and over 5 000 lay faithful. High  
profile people such as the Mayor of 
Johannesburg, have also been invited.  
A R3 500 contribution has been 
requested from parishes to help cover 
logistical expenses such audio-visual 
screens, accommodation for bishops 

Members of the outgoing APC, from left: Rudy Ramasha, Mosidi Makano, Theo Kgapola, 
Odilon Molapo (Evangelisation Department HOD), Chris Basschau, Thoko Mlungwana, 

Marco Vincentini

APC feedback

and lunch for the faithful.
Marian pilgrimage

Following a successful Youth Marian 
Pilgrimage hosted by the Vaal Deanery, 
the next one will be on 25 June and will 
be hosted by the West Deanery. 

PPC elections
Odilon Molapo, head of Department of 
Evangelisation said when it comes to 
PPC elections, the guidelines as outlined 
in the February edition of AD News, page 
9 should be followed. Failure to adhere to 
deadlines set for the PPC elections will 
derail their work plan. A complete list of 
the PPC, the executive committee and 
representatives for the various portfolios 
should be sent to the department signed 
by the parish priest before 27 May.

Holy Doors 
All eight deaneries are to have a desig-
nated holy door where the faithful can 
make a pilgrimage to in this Year of Mercy. 

Conclusion
The meeting adjourned after a prayer for 
those who died in the nursing home in 
Yemen attack, especially the four 
Missionaries of Charity sisters who were 
killed during the siege.     

Lerato Mohone

ACTS Gauteng 
Academic Revival

Bana Ba Maria ‘pinned’

St Anne’s Retreat 
Centre opened
The opening Mass of the St Anne’s 
sodality and the unveiling and 
blessing of its retreat centre took 
place on 20 February at St Mary 
Queen of the Apostles, Munsieville. 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
celebrated Mass with parish priest,  
Fr Andries Kimane, the sodality’s 
spiritual director, Fr Malesela Dikgale, 
Frs Emmanuel Wafula, Petrus Shiya, 
Patrick Maselwane, Tente Sompane, 
Nkosinathi Nkabinde and Emmanuel 
Chuku concelebrating. 

In his homily, the Archbishop said: 
“During this Year of Mercy, we are 
called upon to embark on a pilgrim-
age to a designated church with a 
Holy Door. Our minds should focus 
on seeking reconciliation with God 
and renewing our commitment to 
become merciful like God – who is 
rich in mercy. This also goes with 
indulgence. Each time we commit 
sin, there is a dirt that results from 
that sin. “When we make a pilgrim-
age to a designated church, that dirt 
is removed from us. That is what is 
intended by holy doors. 

“A complete indulgence, a com-
plete wash away of sins,” he said. 

The Year of Mercy also calls on us 

to do works of mercy. There are many 
people in our communities who 
need words of encouragement and 
company.  Let each of us be the one 
who promotes mercy, passion and 
love. And when we do, we can truly 
claim to be a follower of Christ.”

The Archbishop took the oppor-
tunity to advise that every member 
of the church is bound to uphold the 
rules of the church, not bend them. 
The St Anne’s sodality is for sacra-
mentally married women. Those who 
fall under customary marriages and 
any other marriages that were not 
blessed in the church do not qualify. 
He said he did not found the church, 
therefore, it is not his place to bend 
and change the rules.

After Mass, the retreat centre, 
which has been a dream of the 
sodality for over three years, was 
opened and blessed.  

Lebo wa Majahe / Lerato Mohone 
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Fast-track your B-BBEE with the CIE
The Catholic Institute of Education is a vehicle through which your company may efficiently and 
effectively drive its B-BBEE compliance.

NPO: 052-250
PBO: 930011685

Take advantage of this win-win partnership by calling Desiree Muller at the CIE right away on 
(011) 433 1888, or emailing desiree@cie.org.za or visiting our website www.cie.org.za.

Veritas is Latin for truth. It is 
also the Dominican 
Convent, Belgravia’s motto. 

It was thus the departure point for 
the school’s grade 8s’ retreat which 
took place on 8 March at Cathedral 
Place. The retreat was conducted by 
Sandra de Ponte, Mediatrix Ndlovu 
and Br Andrew Chanda from 
Catholic Bible Foundation of South 
Africa.

Because the word ‘veritas’ is on 
the school’s blazer/uniform, which is 
a form of advertising, whatever 
learners do or say should be true to 
what they are advertising.

Genesis 1: 27 tells us we are 
created in the image of God and, 
therefore, are supposed to be like 
God.  

 God is the master artist. He chose 
the colour of your skin because He 
wanted you to be Thando, but you 
are busy trying to be Rorisang. Love 
who you are as God sees Himself in 
you. Loving yourself includes 
cleanliness and personal hygiene. 
After all, cleanliness is next to 
godliness. How do you take care of 
your books, your shoes?  

The theme of the retreat was 

The Oblate Superior General visited South Africa and went to St Benedict’s  
College where he was joined by staff and pupils as well as a number of Oblate 
priests for a celebration of the Holy Eucharist.

Back from left: Fr Ronald Houreld; Br Max Mwakacheya; Fr Terry  
Barnard; Fr Thabo Mothiba (Chaplain); Fr Jonathan Petersen.

Front: Fr Vitalis Marole; Fr Kevin Bugler; Fr Ronald Cairns (Provincial);  
Fr Louis Lougen (Superior General); Fr Patrick Maselwane and Fr Tony Daniels

The Brescia House School 
staff and girls once again 
showed their support for 

CANSA by wearing ribbons in 
their hair and having their hair 
sprayed or shaved at their annual 
Shavathon. The Shavathon is one 
way everyone can work together 
to help create awareness about 
the reality of cancer. It is a 
disease that can strike anyone, at 
any time – it does not discrimi-
nate. Girls were encouraged to 
purchase ribbons to decorate their 
hair and to donate funds to 
CANSA. Targets were set to 
encourage the girls to participate 
and in excess of R45 000 was 
raised. As a result, Shirley Conlan 
and Alison Mitchell, both 
teachers at the school, had their 
hair cut. Grade 11 pupil, Dayna 
Smith joined them in this while 
Grade 7 pupil, Josephine Harty 
bravely had her hair shaved while 
the high school girls cheered in 
support. All funds raised go to 
CANSA and the services they 
offer.

Helga Bishop, Marketing

Little Eden’s second-hand shop is 
fast running out of clothing to sell 
and is looking for support. 

Please donate your unwanted 
clothing in good condition to the 
organisation. The second-hand 
shop is a treasure box for bargain 
hunters. Items like clothing, 
furniture, books, toys, electrical 
equipment and much more are 
often available at the shop but 
lately clothing items have become 
scarce.

About 7% of the organisation’s 
income is derived from the 
second-hand shop sales which 
contribute towards the R20 million 

Oblate visitOblate visit

Help! Little Eden Second-hand Shop  
Needs Clothing Donations Urgently

Holy Rosary Primary embarked on an Easter egg drive, collecting 18 080 
eggs in total. These eggs will be donated to various charities through the 
Johannesburg Mini Council and to the school’s Outreach Phumelela 
Programme. Seen here is the class that collected the most Easter eggs, 
                          Grade 2CK, who collected 
                                3954 eggs!

Teachers new to Catholic Schools, 
attended an Orientation Day on  
1 March at Koinonia Centre in 
Johannesburg and at Iona Convent 
in Pretoria on 5 March. Both days 
were well attended with new staff 
members gaining an understanding 
and appreciation of how Catholic 
schools started and some 
contemporary self-understanding.

To acquaint them with the bigger 
picture of the network into which 
they have moved, its special struc-
tures, supports, and resources, and 
to help in the process of letting 
new staff feel at home in Catholic 
Schools and feel comfortable to 
join wholeheartedly in what is 
called ‘Catholic Education’,  
Br Michael Burke presented an 
overview of the common story of 
Catholic schools. Some school 

members shared some of their 
own school history.

To offer a basic orientation to 
Catholic Schools’ ethos and 
approach to religious education, 
Br Michael presented the 
question, ‘What makes Catholic 
Schools tick?’ and the short 
answer was ‘Jesus and You.’ He 
explained that in a Catholic 
school, Jesus is at the centre and 
that He provides the reference 
point of the school. Br Michael 
stressed the inclusive ethos of 
Catholic education.   

Teachers enjoyed the mornings 
which ended with a reflective 
para-liturgy of thanksgiving for all 
the talents, qualities and passions 
for the good of all those who are 
called to teach and for those who 
are placed in their care.

Easter eggs for charity

Catholic Schools 
Office hosts 

Orientation Day

Br Michael 
Burke

Some of the 
new staff 
members

needed annually. This enormous 
task must be carried out for the 
society to keep its doors open to 
300 children and adults with 
profound intellectual disability. 

Anyone with new or old 
clothing to donate please contact 
reception on 011 609 7246 to 
arrange for collection, or you may 
drop the items at the shop or at 
the Little Eden offices in 
Edenglen. 

For information on the organi-
sation, please contact Nichollette 
Muthige at marketing@littleeden.
org.za or visit website at  
www.littleeden.org.za  

“What are we blind to” and so the 
main scripture was taken from Mark 
10:46-52 (The healing of Bartima-
eus). The learners had to explore 
how Bartimaeus knew Jesus was 
around when he was blind, how 
they should not allow themselves 
to be rebuked and silenced by 
others, how like Bartimaeus they 
can throw aside their cloaks and 
look at things that are stopping 
them from greatness. How, through 
Bartimaeus, Jesus was saying to 
them: “What can I do for you?”

A video featuring Christopher 
Duffley, a 14- year old blind autistic 
singer and multi-instrumentalist’s 
rendition of “Open the eyes of my 
heart, Lord” was screened.

“His is a case of physical 
blindness, however, he is not 

allowing anything to stand in the 
way of him achieving greatness,” said 
Mediatrix.

The learners then embarked on a 
‘trust walk’ where they had a still 
moment to reflect on what was in 
their cloak and to find resolutions. 
Where they were uncertain, they had 
to ask Jesus to reveal to them the 
things that they are blind to?

“The retreat was very inspiring as 
it taught me the dynamics and the 
importance of looking at life in a 
different way and not always being 
blinded about everything I do. I got 
to meditate and replenish my soul.

“It was a day well spent and I 
really enjoyed it,” said Kutlwano Shai 
from Sacred Heart, Katlehong.

Lerato Mohone

Learners during the ‘trust walk’

‘What we 
are blind to?’

Shavathon - creating 
awareness about cancer

Josephine at the start 
– a very brave young 
lady to shave her hair

Back from left: Brescia House 
pupils Dayna Smith and Josephine 
Harty weren’t daunted by the  
prospect of having their hair shaved 
off for a cause. 
Front: Paul Matthews, Shirley  
Conlan and Altus Geldenhuys show 
off their fresh new style

Josephine and Shirley 
Conlan who both had 
their heads shaved
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Fatima Pilgrimage
Celebrating the messages of Fatima to the World

“Say the Rosary every day” 
– Fatima message, 13 June 1917

Pilgrimage on foot at the Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church
Cnr Geldenhuis & Mullins Rds, Malvern East

Saturday, 14 May 2016 at 18:30 (6.30 pm)
Pilgrimage ends with Holy Mass at Schoenstatt Shrine, 

cnr Van Buuren & Florence Rds, Bedfordview.

Bring a candle and a rosary. Wear comfortable shoes.  
Make arrangements to be picked up after Mass at Schoenstatt Shrine.

A plate of eats or a cake would be most welcome for the tea after Mass – 
please drop off at the Shrine before the pilgrimage starts.

Pilgrims of FatimaFor enquiries, contact: Phone (011) 616-4008

“When you call to me and come 
and pray to me, I shall listen to you. 

When you search for me, you will find me; 
when you search wholeheartedly for me, 

I shall let you find me.” (Jer.29:12-14)

5 Apr Introduction and registration Carlos Vieira
12 Apr God’s Love David Sadie 
19 Apr Salvation Alexander Venter
26 Apr New Life Paul Derbyshire 
3 May Receiving God’s Gift Fr Joseph Wilson 
10 May Baptism in Holy Spirit Paul Cook 
17 May Growth Tom Miles 
24 May Transformation in Christ Fr Ben Mahlangu 
31 May Mass Fr Emmanuel Youngten 

Tuesday evenings : 7.30pm – 9.30pm
St Charles’ Parish Hall, Road No 3, Victory Park

Contact Jenny 083 467-6318 or Carlos 082 467-4909
SECURE PARKING – ALL WELCOME

FAMILY OF GOD COMMUNITY

invites you, 
in this year of Mercy, 

to a personal encounter  
with Christ. 

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR 
5 April - 31 May 2016

The Zimbabwean commun-
ity held ‘merciful recollec-
tion days’ attended by 

members from Gauteng. The 
event was held at St Dominic’s, 
Boksburg, Passionate Community 
Centre, Olifansfontein on 27 Feb-
ruary and 5 March respectively.

The exiled immigrants 
re-affirmed their commitment to 
the journey during the Year of 
Mercy by organising these days.

The first one was conducted  
by Fr S’milo Mngadi, Southern 
Africa Catholic Bishop Confer-
ence’s Communications Director. 
He spoke on the corporal works 
of mercy – feeding the poor, 
giving drink to the thirsty, 
clothing the naked, sheltering the 
homeless, visiting the sick and 
the imprisoned and burying the 
dead.

Participants were also asked to 
examine themselves. They were 
given rich biblical verses and 
were reinvigorated by spiritual 
works of mercy and told how 
best as individuals they could 
deepen their faith in the current 
Year of Mercy.

The second recollection was 
conducted by Fr Patrick Mphe-
pho, holder of licentiate to teach 
Catholic Theology at St John 
Vianney Seminary. 

The mystery of God’s mercy 
was explained. Participants were 

encouraged to show compassion 
and mercy to others in society, 
acknowledging that we are all 
sinners and ought to be 
remorseful to God.

Both recollections ended with 
the opportunity for participants to 
partake in sacrament of reconcili-
ation and the celebration of Holy 
Mass.                   Farayi Matondo

Merciful Recollection Days

Below: Partici-
pants with  
Fr Patrick in 
purple vestments 
kneeling down  

Participants sing 
with Fr S’milo at 

the back with 
spectacles.

The celebration was held on 
21 February 2016 at Seven 
Holy Founders Parish in 

Ratanda. The mentioned date was 
decided on fact that the actual 
date, 17 February 2016 fell on a 
week day, Wednesday.

On the presentation of the 
(Seven Holy Founders) saint’s 
history, it was highlighted that our 
Seven Fathers were born and grew 
in City of Florence, Italy. Drawn 
together by friendship and 
devotion to the Blessed Virgin. 
They gave themselves to common 
prayer and works of charity. Their 
desire to serve God eventually led 
them to leave their homes, 
businesses, professions and to 
form community outside City 
walls. About 1245, they moved to 
Mount Seniaro where, for a time, 
they followed a life of prayerful 
seclusion. 

As others came to join them, 
they laid a foundation for the 
Servite Order, whose members 
would be committed to the service 
of the Lord and others.

It was further mentioned that 
from the beginning, the members 
of the Order dedicated themselves 
to Mary under her title “Mother of 
Sorrows”. Dedicating their 
devotion to the Mother of Jesus 
and adopted Mary’s virtues of 
hospitality and compassion as the 
Order’s hallmark.

The parish priest in his homily 
mentioned that their bodies are 
peacefully laid away but their 
names lives on and on. At 
gatherings, their wisdom is 

Patron Saints Feast Celebration
restated, and the assembly 
proclaims their praise. 

He further said that thanks must 
be given to God for having given 
us the gift of life and to be present 
in celebrating the feast of our holy 
fathers in faith. He then led a 
prayer, “Thank you Lord for having 
called us in the family of the 
Catholic Church and having given 
us our ancestors in faith, the Seven 
Holy Founders whom we are 
celebrating today” Amen.

He then after a latter prayer, 
asked the Parishners to start acting 
and thinking as new people. We 
need progress for faith and this is 
inevitable and it will depend on 
result of choices we make 
together. Subsequent to the latter, 
he posed a question to 
Parishioners “Will we respond to 
these choices of our time with fear, 
turning against each other as 
people”?

In his conclusion, he said we live 
in a sinful world therefore Lent 
must become a kind of separation. 
We are called to leave behind our 
old ways of sin, which make our 
lives sterile and condemn us to 
spiritual death. Yet these sinful 
ways are often deeply rooted in 
our lives that it is painful to leave 
them behind and set out for the 
land of blessing which God 
promises. This repentance is 
difficult but it is the price that 
must be paid if we are to receive 
the blessing which the Father 
promises to those who listen to 
the voice of Jesus. 

Solly Sibaya

St Francis, Vanderbiljpark became 
the centre of attention in the Vaal 
Deanery on 20 February when it 

opened its Holy Door. The ceremony 
was attended by 16 priests from the  
15 parishes in the Vaal Deanery.

    During this Year of Mercy, the 
Pope is calling on all Catholics to be 
merciful towards one another and 
especially towards the under-privileged 

and the destitute.
 Parish priest Fr Bouwer opened the 

proceedings with a scripture and prayer 
outside the church.

    To illustrate the compassion of 
mercy, homilist Fr Sergio Lorenzini from 

Jubilee Vaal 
Deanery ushers  
in Jubilee Year  
of Mercy

After sprinkling the doors with holy water, 
Fr Bouwer prepares to administer the 

incense before the official opening.

Fr Kheswa administers incense to the 
candle of the Year of Mercy.

Some of the priests who attended

St Anthony of Padua, Evaton West, cited 
a story from the Bible of a man who had 
been attacked, beaten and stripped by 
robbers and left half-dead. While others 
walked on, the Samaritan with a merciful 
heart came to his rescue. 

 “Christ says to us we must go and do 
like the Samaritan”, said the priest. “The 
Pope asks us to go to confession to 
receive the sacrament of mercy,” he 
said, adding that the church was built on 
mercy and not on law.

Fr Simphiwe Kheswa, dean of the 
Vaal Deanery and parish priest of 
Emmanuel and Nyolohelo in Sebokeng 
was the main celebrant at Mass. 
Concelebrating was Fr Graham Bouwer, 
host parish priest and the chaplain at the 
Vaal University of Technology and North 
West University Vaal campus. They were 
assisted by Deacon Khehla Mokoena.

A delighted Fr Kheswa expressed his 
gratitude to all the priests in the 
Deanery, combined choirs of Sharpeville 
and Vanderbiljpark for the engaging 
musical renditions and the parishioners 
who contributed in making this 
unprecedented event in the Vaal 
Deanery a memorable day.  Abel Dlamini
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St Peter Claver, Pimville has 
been a hive of activity since 
its selection as one of the 

eight pilgrimage sites in the 
Archdiocese during this Extra-
ordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy.

The entrance to the church was 
blessed and professed as the ‘Holy 
Door’ by parish priest Fr Tom 
Segami OMI. 

On Sunday, 28 February the 
Sacred Heart Sodality, Soweto 
Deanery, entered through the Holy 
Doors to celebrate Mass as they 
officially inaugurated the current 
year as a deanery, at the pilgrim-
age site.

“Ngempela asiyazi enye iNkosi 
engaphezu kwaKhe” (indeed we 
know of no Lord greater than 
Him) were the opening words of 
Fr Tente Sompane, spiritual 
director of the sodality, echoing 
the lyrics of the last stanza of the 
entrance hymn as he started the 
celebration of the special Mass.

His homily was based on the 
readings in Matthew 6: 24-27, 
where Jesus Christ counsels that 
we should never worry about 
tomorrow as today has enough 
problems of its own. God takes 
care of each day as it comes, 
saying: “We want to express our 
gratitude to the sacred heart of 
Jesus Christ, meek and humble. 
We are grateful that despite all 
challenges, today we have entered 
through the doors of mercy, proof 
that God is merciful to us and 
takes care of each day as it comes, 
at all times.”

Making an analogy of living a 
worry-free life, he told a story of a 
pigeon that has found a home in a 
pot plant at his abode, whom no 
one invited, yet it has a safe and 
cosy place to stay. He said: “In 
this year of mercy and during this 
Lent, we must make an effort to 
physically visit tired members of 
the Sacred Heart sodality; let us 
carry them with us through this 
year of mercy.” He also cautioned 
that we must embrace unusual 
occurrences as those might be 
God’s mercy manifesting.

In closing, Fr Sompane asked 
the Lord to bless the sodality 
members, their families, the 
various parishes in the deanery 
and their communities. He warned 
probationaries to be humble to 
leadership and leadership not to 
bully probationaries, saying: “This 
year, let there be humility, peace, 
unity and prosperity in our lives 
and that of the sodality.”

St Michael’s, Meadowlands 
parishioners visited the pilgrimage 
site to enter through the Holy Door. 

Since the beginning of Lent, 
priests of the Soweto deanery 
conduct lectures on different 

Pimville Pilgrimage 
a Hive of Activity

subjects every Thursday at 18h30, 
as well as offer confessions.

St Peter Claver is an Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate (OMI) parish.  
It is the oldest Catholic Church in 
Soweto, established in 1928. It  
is currently under the capable 
leadership of parish priest Fr Tom 
Segami (OMI).          Nothemba Dlali

RIP 
SR Athanasius MSA 

Sr Athanasius MSA (Mary Skehan) 
was born in Clonmell, Ireland. 

She entered the Missionary Sisters 
of the Assumption in Ballynahinch, 
Northern Ireland, and came to South 
Africa in 1947, the year of her first 
profession.

Sr Athanasius was a dedicated 
teacher who taught in various parts 
of South Africa, including Malvern 
and Maryvale in Johannesburg, 
Assumption Convent Primary in 
Pretoria North, St Peter Claver’s  
in Grahamstown, St James’ in 
Schauderville Port Elizabeth, and 
Star of the Sea in KwaNgwanase. 
She also helped many immigrant 
clergy and religious over the years 
to become more proficient in 
English. She retired to Buckingham 
Road in Port Elizabeth in 2005 from 
Pretoria North where she was 
community bursar for a while, and 
in 2007 celebrated the Diamond 
Jubilee of her profession.

On the afternoon of Saturday,  
20 February, Sr Athanasius partici-
pated fully in evening prayer with us 
and the community meeting which 
followed, but became ill during the 
night. On Sunday morning she 
received Holy Communion and  
Fr Finnegan, one of our chaplains, 
gave her the Sacrament of the Sick: 
she was able to answer all the 
prayers and responses. Sr Athana-
sius went to God quickly and quietly 
at 13h20 on Sunday 21 February. 
She had prayed that this would be 
the manner of her death, and the 
Lord had promised her. 

She is survived by her younger 
sister, Teresa Ryan, in Ireland, her 
nieces and nephews and their 
families.                     Ann Genevieve MSA 

The South African Catholic 
Bishops Conference, in 
July 2004, assisted Sr Irene 

Holland to open an ARV Clinic at 
Nazareth House, Yeoville.

At that time, this initiative was 
funded through the Pepfar fund, 
made available by the conference. 
They supported the initiative for 
just over 16 years until their funds 
ran dry. In the first year, children 
who were already living at the 
Nazareth House children’s home 
who were experiencing ill-health 
and facing death were started on 
the drug. In 2007, after the funds 
from the Pepfar were finished, the 
management of the Johannesburg 
General Hospital assisted the 
home to get funding from 
government and further assisted 
them in becoming a specialised 
clinic. This saw an influx of 
patients, both South Africans and 
refugees. By 2010, already 2 000 
people were on treatment. The 
relationship with the Department 
of Health and the management of 
Nazareth grew as they believed 
that the Catholic Church still had 
a significant role to play in health 
care, and empowering those who 
are affected by HIV and the 
stigma that comes with it. Srs 
Irene Holland and Agnes went for 
further training to develop them-
selves as professional counsellors, 
backed by Sr Sylvia Simpwalo 

together with Dr Kerrigan  
McCarthy, a resident volunteer 
medical doctor. 

To date, the clinic, commonly 
known as the Hope and Love 
clinic, has a strong support group 
consisting of over 150 members. 

In September 2014, the clinic 
was listed as one of the NGOs 
which the government would 
support with medication and the 
paying of salaries.

Currently 80% of patients put 
on ARV’s lead a healthy lifestyle 
and take their medication 
correctly. Most of them walk out 
of the hospice healthy again said, 

Department of Health 
assists Nazareth 
House in helping 
people living with HIV

Front, from left: Sr Nobantu 
Mphela, Sr Veronica Murphy, 

Lucky Hlatshwayo.  
Back: Sylvia 

Simpwalo, Ricus 
Dullaert and 
Dr Kerrigan 

McCarthy

Ricus Dullaert, a staff member. 
The clinic runs from 09:00-
17:00 daily. They also have a 
physiotherapist that comes in 
when necessary, as well as a 
social worker. Patients are also 
given training on skills develop-
ment, which includes beadwork, 
beauty therapy and boiler 
making. Their bead project, 
which is also an income- 
generating project for patients, 
makes about 70 000 beaded 
Christmas decorations annually 
which are sold to the Nether-
lands.              

Lebo WA Majahe

Following festivities at the Cathe-
dral of Christ the King during 
which 15 deacons were ordained, 

the parishioners of Our Lady of 
Africa, Mohlakeng extended their 
celebrations until Sunday 6 March 
to congratulate two of their parish-
ioners who were ordained the  
previous day. Bishop Zolile 
Mpambani was the main celebrant 
of the thanksgiving Mass, which 
was concelebrated by parish priest, 
Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde with  
Revs Michael Mpambani and 
Israel Maoyi assisting. The Year  
of Mercy was launched with the  
special blessing of a banner and 
candles, with parishioners reciting 
the jubilee prayer which will be 
said throughout the year. In his 
homily, Bishop Mpambani said 
that the deacons and their families 
are called upon to become models 

of Christian families who promote 
works of charity and to uphold the 
dignity of human life. “You must 
attend to the brokenness of people 
so that those who feel margin-
alised can experience the mercy 
of God,” he said. Among the 
guests of honour was the District 
Mayor of the West Rand, Mpho 
Nawa who congratulated the  
newly-ordained and wished them 
well in their ministry, which he 
described as a true evidence of 
their love for Christ and in serv-
ing humanity. The deacons were 
each presented with dalmatics, as 
a gift from the parish. Bishop 
Mpambani was also given a new 
mitre, which had his coat of arms 
embroidered on it.

Lebo WA Majahe

Thanksgiving 
Mass

From left: Rev Michael Mpambani, 
Bishop Zolile Mpambani, Rev 
Israel Maoyi and Fr Nkosinathi 
Nkabinde.
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Fatima - 
an eco-friendly parish 

Our Lady of Fatima, Dube was, 
on 21 February, awarded the  
certificate for being an eco- 
congregation from the South  
African Faith Communities’  
Environment Institute (SAFCEI).  
Pictured above are Fr Jean-Marie 
Kizituka Did’ho, PPC chairperson 
Sindiswa HlezaHlezaH, Tshepo 
Hlasao from SAFCEI and secre-
tary, Thuli Mokitlana is seated.  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
We need to have a candid conversation 
on racism and its manifestations in order 
to adequately and seriously address 
racism and racial divisions in our 
country. 

We realise that this is not an easy 
conversation, one that many of us may 
prefer to avoid. Our invitation to such a 
dialogue may in itself evoke a range of 
emotions, including self-justification and 
self-righteous feelings; or, guilt and 
denial; on the other hand, feelings of 
anger and sadness. Dialogue, rational 
and respectful, is necessary so that we 
open ourselves to receive God’s healing. 

The belief that race accounts for 
differences in human character or ability 
and that a particular race is superior to 
others was something which St. Peter 
and the early Church overcame through 
the guidance of the Holy Spirit. “Truly I 
now perceive that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who 
fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him.” (Acts 10:34-35)

Our invitation to become part of this 
dialogue comes from a realisation that 
the Holy Spirit calls us as a country to 
be healed; to build and develop 
relationships of equality, dignity and 
mutual respect. 

In this third decade after gaining our 
democratic freedom and rights, 

We need to address the issues of our 
social trauma as a country which result 
from the violence of centuries of 
colonialism and the violent decades of 
apartheid. We need to dialogue and 
work together to achieve healing as a 
nation.  

We need to acknowledge the link 
between race, power and privilege.  

We need to redress urgently the 
economic inequalities present in our 
society as a result of past racial 
discriminatory laws and practices; to 
allay unfounded fears and promotes 
justice.

Our responsibilities 
within the Church 

In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, as Church 
in Southern Africa, we commit ourselves 
to a credible and comprehensive 
conversation on racism. This will mean 

acknowledging the presence of racism in 
the Church before and during the 
apartheid era and in these years of 
democracy. In humility, as St. Peter 
confessed, we your pastors prostrate 
before God and before all who are in 
pain, ask for forgiveness for our historic 
complicity with racism in the Church. 

As we seek God’s mercy that comes 
with the Jubilee of Mercy, we challenge 
ourselves as your pastors and we call 
upon all the faithful and all people of 
goodwill to do all in our power to address 
the problem of racism in our society and 
in the Church. To this effect, our 
Conference will be adopting a process to 
be used in small group reflection in our 
dioceses and parishes engaging all in 
dealing with the issues of racism.

Furthermore, we encourage this open 
dialogue at the level of our parishes, 
availing parishioners of the opportunity to 
look at how people can grow in positive 
appreciation of cultural diversity and how 
this is expressed in the liturgy and other 
activities of the parish. Our experience of 
the Gospel call us to rejoice in diversity, 
to become more culturally inclusive and 
more enthusiastic in our appreciation of 
God’s gift of racial diversity. This leads us 
to appreciate that in our parishes, in our 
religious communities and in our 
dioceses, the glory of the body of Christ 
is enriched and mediated through the 
various rich cultural, social economic 
contributions that each race and all 
ethnic groups contribute from their basket 
of traditions and social identities. 

Through our celebration of the 
Eucharist, the symbol of unity in the body 
of Christ, we ask the Lord to heal and 
transform the relationships in our 
dioceses and our parishes so that we 
become communities of faith where 
“there is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave 
or free, male and female.” (Galatians 3: 28).    

Personal responsibility of each
If we want our conversion to contribute to 
the building of a South Africa freed from 
racism, we must strive to lead lives 
worthy of the Gospel (cf. Phil. 1.27; Eph. 
4.1), refrain from loving only people who 
are just like ourselves. In loving only 
those who share our racial and ethnic 
backgrounds, we fall short of fulfilling the 

demands of love which the Gospel calls 
for. The words of our Lord challenge us 
that if we greet only our brothers and 
sisters, “what more are you doing than 
others? Do not even the non-believers 
do the same?” (Matthew 5: 47)

While reaching out to one another, in 
open and honest dialogue, the 
sacrament of Reconciliation becomes 
especially important and meaningful 
because through it we come in our 
sinfulness to our all merciful Father for 
healing and forgiveness.

A call to prayer 
The task of reconciliation therefore 
requires watchfulness and ardent prayer 
on the part of each. In this Jubilee Year 
of Mercy, we ask all parish priests and 
parishioners to commit themselves to a 
parish campaign to overcome racism, 
e.g. a parish prayer campaign or a 
family prayer, special days of prayer and 
fasting, co-operating with other parishes 
across racial lines and working with 
organisations promoting the dismantling 
of racism. We ask each parish to 
organise and commit themselves to do 
this.

May the Lord of Peace grant our 
nation the peace, the healing and the 
reconciliation that we seek. (cf. 2 Th.3.16).

Archbishop Stephen Brislin
President of Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference

Sr Shelagh Mary Waspe hf of Sisters for 
Justice and Adv Mike Pothier Research 
Co-ordinator at the CPLO, at St Vincent’s 
School for the Deaf. Advocate Pothier 
gave a talk on the 2016 state of the 
nation and the need for citizenry, social 
analysis and action.

Be Objective, 
Be Honest, Be Active

In a talk that he described as 
‘social analysis by conversation’ 
with the 40 people, mostly 

former anti-apartheid activists, Mike 
Pothier equated social analysis to 
discernment. Discernment on a 
personal level is done in peace with 
honesty and objectivity resulting in 
a course of action. The same process 
in the social sphere is social analysis, 
he said.

The Social Teachings of the 
church require Catholics to examine 
the society in which they live and 
practice their faith. Mike urged the 
audience to challenge their 
assumptions to arrive at a broader 
picture of the state of the nation.

The broader picture which 
emerged from the conversation is 

summed up in the CPLO Briefing 
Paper #400 available free on 
request from info@cplo.org.za .

This research paper “Taking 
Things for Granted” by Mike Pothier 
is one of many produced by 
researchers of the Catholic 
Parliamentary Liaison Office (CPLO).

The CPLO, an office of the SACBC, 
is housed in the Chancery of the 
Archdiocese of Cape Town just a 
block from Parliament. It was 
established in 1997, the idea 
having originated in the J&P 
department post 1994. The church 
wanted to work with the new 
government to bring about a new 
South Africa by influencing policies 
towards the common good.

The CPLO collaborates with NGOs 
and other civil society bodies with 
who they are ad idem.

The CPLO has a staff of nine and 
interns are drawn from the Depart-
ment of Political Science of the 
University of the Western Cape. 
They take full advantage of our 
truly participatory democracy and 
the openness of Parliament to 
attend the meetings of the 
portfolio committees, sometimes 
even by invitation.

Mike Pothier invites all Catholics 
to become active citizens and urges 
them to approach the CPLO for 
help if needed.

See www.cplo.org.za or call 
021 461-1417.

The Contemplative Outreach 
movement hosted a morning of 
renewal for 2016, “Living 
Ordinary Life with Extraordinary 
Love.” Fr Kees Thönissen, a 
Franciscan priest of the Capu-chin 
Order from the Padre Pio Retreat 
Centre in Pretoria, was the guest 
speaker.

Fr Kees told the 30 people of 
various Christian denominations 
that the love of God is so extra-
ordinary that we humans do not 
have a language that can express 
the joy of freely receiving God’s 
love. We need to experience 
God’s love. Each of us can have 
an ecstatic experience of God 
since each of us has spiritual 
intuition. But, Fr Kees warned, 
this spiritual intuition withers 
away without use. Through prayer 
we must open ourselves up to 
receiving Gods love. “Trust God’s 
plan for you,” said Fr Kees. 
People meeting together in prayer 

A Call to Overcome Racism
Pastoral letter – Southern African Catholic Bishops’ Conference

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he 
has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, 
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” (Luke 4:18-19)

can achieve great things, can 
change the world.

Fr Kees is also Director of the 
Damietta Peace Initiative, a 
Franciscan, inter faith-driven peace 
enterprise for the continent of 
Africa, built around the core values 
of non-violence, reconciliation and 
respect for creation.

Contemplative Outreach is an 
inter-denominational movement 
teaching Centering Prayer, a 
contemporary method of contem-
plative prayer that emerged from 
St Joseph’s Abbey, Massachusetts, 
in 1975. Fr Thomas Keating, a 
Trappist monk and priest, is a 
founder of the movement.

Contemplative Outreach will 
hold their next reflection morning 
on Saturday, 28 May from 09:00-
13:00, also at Koinonia. Fr Chris 
Schonenberger will be the speaker. 
The theme will be the Beatitudes.

Judy Stockill

Extraordinary Love
Douglas Irvine, Sr Jordana, Fr Kees 

Thönissen OFMCap and Rezell de 
Jongh of St Augustine Anglican 

Church, Brixton at Koinonia Retreat 
Centre on 20 February.



adnews@catholicjhb.org.za April 2016Volume 30 No 1210

OMI Scholarships

St Don Bosco, Robertsham celebrated the rite of sending of catechu-
mens and candidates of RCIA on 13 February.

Pictured above is the RCIA team.Absent are Sr Patricia Finn, Dc Mike 
Nolan, Dc Victor Ho. The co-ordinator and administrator, Iris Seabrook is 
on the extreme left.

Photographer: Roy Newton-Barker, Communications Group

Prof Garth Abraham, Presi-
dent and chief executive of 
St Augustine College, the 

Catholic university of South 
Africa, hopes that the many and 
varied non-degree short courses 
on offer will draw good public 
support, generate revenue and 
inspire post-graduate studies.

The courses are open to all 
who are interested regardless of 
religion or level of education. 
The subject and duration of the 
courses are diverse. Some 
courses like the literacy 
programme in theology continue 
monthly during the year, others 
are two-day courses for 
professionals, for example 
teachers of mathematics and 
religion. Training is offered in 
Excel, academic writing and 
collaborative negotiation in the 
classroom.

The general principles of bio-
ethics will be explored and ethics 
in the workplace and sports also 
examined; each in its own short 
course.

Canon Law, Public 
International Law and 
International Humanitarian Law 

 “The Holy Spirit 
breathes life in 
us,” says the 
Spiritual Direc-tor 
of the Catho-lic 
Charismatic 
Renewal, Fr Joseph 
Wilson MSC. 

Fr Joseph together with the 
Central Services Committee of 
the Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal hosted a teaching/
retreat weekend that ran from 
the 26 to 28 February. 

The outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit was evident by the end of 
the weekend when attendees 
from various parishes returned to 
their communities renewed in 
vigour and praise of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Attendees hailed 
from Kempton Park, Edenvale, 
Nigel, Kagiso, Vosloorus, 
Lenasia, Victory Park (Family of 
God Community) and the 
Cathedral. Special mention is 
made of the Lesotho participants 
who, despite experiencing 
travelling challenges, joined the 
retreat on Saturday morning at 
the Padre Pio Retreat Centre in 
Rietvlei, Pretoria. 

The programme was based on 
four teachings given by Fr 
Joseph, all of which related to 
the theme: Do you want to be 
healed? These were:

The manifestation of sin in 
body, mind, soul and spirit that 
leads to illness

The will to want 
to be healed based 
on the scripture 
pas-sage of the 
man at the pool of 

Bethesda. The 
crucial importance of 

diagnosing the root cause 
of illness. For example  
Fr Joseph’s cited his own 
testimony of being cursed leading 
to severe illness and debilitation.

The escalation of pain that are 
precursors to inevitable divorce, 
and the need for forgiveness and 
repentance.

One participant shared, “It is 
with constant referral to the Bible 
in his teachings that Fr Joseph 
has convinced me of the 
soundness of his teachings.”     
Another, who is a counsellor in 
her parish added, “ Fr Joseph’s 
ability to marry the biblical ethos 
of the scriptures with the 
everyday challenges that all 
people face can be attributed to 
him being among people from all 
walks of life in his healing 
ministry.” She explained, “One 
doesn’t need to read the placards 
posted along the roads to know 
that divorce rates have spiked 
exponentially over the past 10 
years. Resolution to this 
pandemic is critical. In my 
counselling practice, I will refer 
to this weekend’s teachings.”

Mary-Ann Alho
Family of God Community

Do you 
want to be 

healed?

RCIA send-off

and their complexities will be 
introduced. 

Courses on peace building, 
human rights education and Pope 
Francis’ environmental encyclical 
are one-day practical courses.

Full details of dates and costs 
are on the College website www.
staugustine.co.za.

“April is a big month for our 
short courses,” said Professor 
Abraham. 

The next lecture in the intro-
duction to Theology, “Wisdom 
Ever Ancient Ever New” is on 9 

April from 10:00 to 12:30 and is 
an introduction to church history. 
These lectures can be attended 
singly or as a course.

South Africa’s premier 
Canonist, Monsignor Marc de 
Muelenaere, will conclude his 
three-lecture course on an 
introduction to Canon Law on  
16 April between 09:00 and 
12:30 with “Specific application 
of Canon Law in the context of 
Marriage”; a topical subject in 
the light of recent changes made 
by Pope Francis.

Mathematics for teachers and 
bio-ethics are also in April. All 
courses are on the campus of  
St Augustine College in Victory 
Park.                          Judy Stockill

Short Courses 
at St Augustine
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Michael Russell 24-04-60   
Bennon Fahy 24-04-60
Patrick Gallagher 14-04-68
Faustyn Jankowski 12-04-79
Rodgers Sihlobo  06-04-84
Francois Dufour   13-04-85
Rev David Lavers 27-04-85
Rev Isaac Thomas   27-04-85
James Ralston    05-04-97
Tony Daniels    19-04-97
Rev Gregory Garnie 02-04-05
Rev Douglas Boake 30-04-11
Rev Robert Bothma 30-04-11
Rev William Davies 30-04-11
Rev Victor Ho 30-04-11
Rev Eugene Moshe 30-04-11
Rev Ronald Peters 30-04-11
Rev Abednigo  
   Thokoane  30-04-11
Gabriel Kwedho 28-04-12
Thabo Mothiba  11-04-15
 

1st Phuti Makgabo 
 Rev John Rahme
5th   James Ralston
8th   Emmanuel Dim 
       Menguo-Mana Plinga
11th David Evans
12th Innocent Mabheka
14th Rev Kevin Fenn
15th Msgr Duncan Tsoke
       Brian Connelly
22th Francis Muturi
23rd Jorge Guerra
25th Rev Antony Bishop
26th Ibercio Rojas Zevallos
29th Joseph Leathem

5th Rev Peter French

We Celebrate with 
our Priests

Ordinations

Birthdays in April

... and in early May

... and in early April

The following Priests and 
Deacons celebrate their birthdays 

and anniversaries of their 
ordination. Rt Rev Duncan Tsoke, 
our Bishop-Elect, is one of them!
Remember them in your prayers!
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Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the 
Bible Foundation writes about 
the Word of God in response 
to the Synod call for spiritual 
growth and on-going formation.

WORD OF GOD

DEADLINE FOR MAY ISSUE 
10 APRIL 

Published by the Catholic Archdiocese 
of Johannesburg,  

Pvt Bag X10, Doornfontein, 2028. 
186 Nugget St, Berea. 

Twelve issues per annum. 
Circulation 15 700 copies per issue. 

Distributed to all parishes of the 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg.

Editor: Anna Cox 
Cell 083 610-0439

Chancery office: 011 402-6400
Fax: 011 402-6406
Chancery cell: 079 040-0668

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
Reporter: 

Judy Stockill 083 267-7070
Reporter, West Deanery:

Lebo WA Majahe 073 938-5629
Lerato Mohone  082 728-1707

Letters Editor:
Mike Kennedy 082 904-8980

Advertising Manager:
Thandi Motasi 082 463-9739

AD news

JOIN the ADNews
group and get 

up-to-date notices

Mercy Retreats 
         for
Parishes, Sodalities 
Prayer Groups

TOPICS:
• Forgiveness; Our God; A Tale of Two Altars
• Journey from Brokenness to Wholeness
• Healing and Compassion
• Tax collector – Centurion – The Way

Contact Br Mike Chalmers cfc  
Catholic Bible Foundation • Phone 011 435 7488

1At that time the kingdom of 
heaven will be like ten virgins who 
took their lamps and went out to 
meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of 
them were foolish and five were 
wise. 3 The foolish ones took their 
lamps but did not take any oil with 
them. 4 The wise, however, took oil 
in jars along with their lamps.  
5 The bridegroom was a long time 
in coming, and they all became 
drowsy and fell asleep. 6 At mid-
night the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him!’ 7 Then all the virgins woke 
up and trimmed their lamps. 8 The 
foolish ones said to the wise, ‘Give 
us some of your oil; our lamps are 
going out.’ 9 ‘No,’ they replied, 
‘there may not be enough for both 
us and you. Instead, go to those 
who sell oil and buy some for 
yourselves.’ 10 But while they were 
on their way to buy the oil, the 
bridegroom arrived. The virgins 
who were ready went in with him 
to the wedding banquet. And the 
door was shut. 11 Later the others 
also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. 
‘Open the door for us!’ 12 But he 
replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don’t 
know you.’ (Mt 25: 1–12)

This story seems to be a 
catastrophe! Surely the foolish 
virgins could have entered the 
wedding with the little oil they had. 
How could they have expected to 
buy oil at midnight? What sort of 
man would keep his bride and 
guests sitting around until 
midnight? The ‘wise’ virgins were 
terribly selfish. Whoever locked the 
door was lying when he replied, “I 
tell the truth, I don’t know you.”

The key to understanding the 
message of this parable lies in the 
phrase, “our lamps are going out.” 
See how this wedding feast was 
ruined when “the lamps went out.” 
How terrible it is when our lamps 
go out. How sad, when our enthu-
siasm for building the Kingdom 
wains! How sad it is when we 
forget that:

We are the salt of the earth; 
People light a lamp and put it on a 
stand, and it gives light to everyone 
in the house; We must let our light 
shine before men, that they may see 
our good deeds and praise our 
Father in heaven. (Mt 5: 13 – 16)

John reminds us that: The light 
shines in the darkness, but the 
darkness did not overcome it; The 

true light that gives light to every 
man has come into the world.  
(Jn 1: 5, 9)

After having enabled all those 
present at the accusing of the 
‘woman caught in adultery’, to see 
their own brokenness Jesus 
announced;

I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have the 
light of life. (Jn 8: 12)

Reflect on a parable by Anthony 
de Mello: There was a man who 
invented the art of making fire. He 
took his tools and went to a tribe in 
the north, where it was very cold, 
bitterly cold. He taught the people 
there to make fire. The people were 
very interested. He showed them 
the various uses to which they 
could put fire: they could cook, 
keep themselves warm etc. They 
were so grateful that they had learnt 
to art of making fire. But before 
they could express their gratitude to 
the man, he disappeared. He wasn’t 
concerned with getting their 
recognition or gratitude. He was 
concerned about their well-being.

He went to another tribe, where 
he again began to show them the 
value of his invention. People were 
interested there too: a little too 
interested for the peace of mind of 
their priests who began to notice 
that this man was drawing crowds 
and they were losing their popu-
larity and so they decided to do 
away with him. They poisoned him 
to death. But they were afraid now 
that the people might turn against 
them, so they were very wise even 
wily (cunning).

They had a portrait of the man. 
They mounted it on the main altar 
of the temple. The instruments for 
making fire were placed in front of 
the portrait and the people were 
taught to revere the portrait and to 
pay reverence to the instruments of 
fire. This they dutifully did for 
centuries. The veneration and 
worship went on but there was no 
fire. (Prayer of the Frog)

“I have come to bring fire upon 
the earth, how I wish it were 
already kindled,” Jesus exhorts us. 
(Luke 12: 49) May tongues of fire 
come down and rest on each of you. 
(Acts 2: 3)

Our Fire and Light:
The Parable of 
the Ten Virgins

We were fortunate and 
blessed by a visit from 
Bishop Sithembele Sipuka 

of Umtata Diocese. It was a rejuve-
nating experience from the 
moment we received the message 
that the bishop was in town, and 
that he wished to meet with us, as 
South African religious in Kenya. On 
the eve of his departure back to 
Mzantsi, the meeting began with 
song and prayer, and each person 
introduced himself to the bishop. 
We shared our experiences in 
Kenya as students and some as 
priests. In turn, the bishop shared 
with us issues which were dis-
cussed at the previous plenary ses-
sion, ranging from internal church 
matters to the socio-political issues. 
The discussion turned into a critical 
and intense discourse as we dis-
cussed challenges facing the 
church in South Africa. As well how 
we, as people studying outside the 
country, can contribute towards 
building a culture of love. The  
gathering culminated in a vote of 
thanks. A theological sentiment 
worth mentioning is that of the 
Archdiocese’s seminarian, Oupa 
Matseke, who said the visit of the 

bishop took him back to the early 
church setting in which Christians 
would gather around an apostle 
with joy. “Such is the experience 
and joy we feel at the moment with 
you bishop,” he said. Indeed, the 
bishop’s presence was that of a 
shepherd, a symbol unity of bish-
ops in South Africa. As the South 
African community we would like 
to express our heartfelt gratitude to 
his lordship for affirming us in our 
faith. The community of South 
Africans in Kenya comprises mem-
bers from across the whole country 
embarking on graduate studies and 
post-graduate studies in theology, 
Canon Law, liturgy, spiritual theo-
logy, psychology and education. 
The group includes priests from  
the Archdioceses of Pretoria and 
Durban, the diocese of Witbank and 
Umtata, seminarians from the 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg, ser-
vites seminarians from the vicariate 
of Ingwavuma, Franciscans from 
Dundee diocese, Jesuits brothers 
and father, and sisters from Umtata. 
This was a heart-to-heart encounter 
with the church in South Africa in 
the person of Bishop Sipuka. 

Boshom Mpetsheni, Seminarian

Bishop Sipuka with the South African 
representatives studying in KenyaBishop Sipuka 

visits the Kenyan “diaspora”

The media got a lot of  
people talking about the 
“stepping down” of 

Cardinal Wilfrid Napier. Most 
people were shocked and con-
fused by the reports, leaving 
others greatly concerned. To set 
the record straight – the code of 

Canon Law states that:  
“A Diocesan Bishop who has 
reached 75 years of age is 
requested to offer his resigna-
tion from office to the Supreme 
Pontiff. Pope Francis issued a 
revised decree of regulations 
concerning resignations of 
diocesan bishops, heads of all 
roman curia offices of papal 
nominations in 2014 stating 
that the pastoral office of  
bishops is so important that the 

age burden could deprive bishops 
of having their utmost concentra-
tion and energy in their pastoral 
duties. Presently Cardinal Napier is 
still the Bishop of Durban until the 
Pope accepts his resignation and 
names a new bishop. 

Lebo WA Majahe
Picture sourced: SACBC

Cardinal 
Wilfrid Napier

South African 
Cardinal turns 75!
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St Patrick’s, La Rochelle recently 
hosted the annual catechists’ 
retreat. Parish priest, Fr Sergio 

Durigon welcomed everybody and 
wished them a successful retreat. 

“We are gathered here to 
strengthen our faith, grow our 
knowledge and to understand our 
vocation. A retreat does not only 
benefit the attendees, but also the 
ones conducting it,” said retreat 
facilitator, Fr Victor Ngwenya 
(pictured above).  

Reflecting on Genesis 12: 1-5 
(promises to Abram), Fr Victor said, 
“Abram responded with faith when 
God called him. Faith is total submis-
sion and surrendering all to God. 
Everyone is given a purpose in life 
which can only be realised through 
faith.

“A number of catechists, when 
asked why they are catechists, 
answer – ‘there was nobody 
conducting classes, father.” 

“Being a catechist is a calling. I, 
therefore, ask you to reflect on why 
you are one and ask God to make 
you a better catechist. 

“Making the word of God known 
through catechism needs you to be 
committed, courageous and have 
conviction. Our God is a simple and 
humble God who chose to come to 
us by being born in a manger. Thus, 
He chooses simple, humble people 
who are far from perfect – from 
Abram to the apostles. These are 
people whom the words ‘For He has 
regarded the lowly state of his 
maidservant’ in the Magnificat 
resonate with,” he said.

Summarising the syllabus of the 
Catechism, he said through baptism, 
we are incorporated into the body 
of Christ and become full members 
of the church. Thus, every baptised 
Catholic is bound by the book of 
Canon Law. 

On the Eucharist he said, “As 
catechists, we need to deepen our 
understanding of the Eucharist. Ex 
Opere Operantis – the worthiness of 
the sacrament does not depend on 
the minister conducting it. And Ex 
Opere Operato – the worthiness of 
the sacrament doesn’t depend on 
the worthiness of the recipient as 
the sacrament is meant to change 
the individual not the other way 
round.”

Through the deanery caucuses, it 
came to light that the most 
common challenge was that of 
parents neglecting their role of 
catechising children at home. 
Successes included complementary 
relationships with priests who, by 
virtue of their ordination, are also 
catechists.  

The day ended with adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament and Holy 
Mass.

Lerato Mohone

Catechists showing each other love

Annual  
Catechists  
Retreat

Young people packed Our 
Lady Queen of Peace, 
Bophelong on 28 February 

and devoted the better part of the 
day to church activities. The 
occasion was the Archdiocesan 
Marian youth pilgrimage, organ-
ised by the Evangelisation and 
Youth departments and Redemp-
tive priests as per Archbishop  
Buti Tlhagale’s request. 

Mass was celebrated by the 
Archbishop with the Bishop-Elect, 
Fr Duncan Tsoke and 19 other 
priests, including youth chaplains 
concelebrating.

The Archbishop stated in his 

This is what commuters 
travelling along the 
Pretoria route and along the 

main railway between Pretoria and 
Johannesburg see as they 
approach Kempton Park. The 
newly-renovated and painted bell 
tower of the parish was blessed on 
the 13 February by Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale who complimented 
Rev Fr Peter Rebello and the 
parish on the very meaningful 
alterations that have been made. 

Archbishop Buti blessing 
the tabernacle

Our Lady of Loreto 
makes a bold statement 
in Kempton Park

The magnificent new 
tabernacle was consecrated 
and unveiled by His Grace 
during the celebration of  
the Saturday evening Mass. 
   The adoration chapel  
and the statue of the Risen 
Christ above the altar were 
blessed by Rev Bishop-Elect 
Duncan Tsoke a month previously. 
   The adoration is open from 6 am 
until 8 pm every day except Thurs-
day’s when it is closes at 7pm. 

      If you haven’t been to Our 
Lady of Loreto, please pay a visit.

See the website - 
ladyofloreto.co.za

Members of the Catholic Men’s Forum (CMF) from Sacred Heart, 
Katlehong (in black jackets) visited St Joseph’s, Mokoena in February. 
The purpose was to motivate and encourage their counterparts to 
actively participate in the upkeep of the church. Spokesperson 
Zachariah Dikole said as men are the finest creation of God, they should 
always seek guidance and support from Him for spiritual nourishment. 
On an evangelisation mission as espoused by the Archdiocese, they will 
be visiting other parishes in the East Rand Deanery.              Abel Dlamini

Men’s Forum on 
   religious excursion

Marian Youth Pilgrimage 
a success

Below: An audience with  
the Archbishop

homily that the church is young at 
heart and will continue to grow as 
long as young people know their 
faith and continue to support each 
other in various ways.

“Mary not only became a model 
of obedience when she obeyed 
God’s invitation to be the mother  
of Saviour, but that of love and 
mercy. 

“Today’s Gospel (Luke 14: 1-3, 
11-32) is that of the prodigal son. 
After realising his mistake, he 
humbly goes back home. Many 

young people want to be adults 
tomorrow morning. When they 
turn 18, 20, 24 somehow their 
minds go on leave and they do 
funny things; neglecting your 
studies and being your own 
masters. You should not put 
yourself under so much pressure. 

“Prisons are full of young people 
and they are all crying for God’s 
mercy. A challenge to you is to 
befriend and bring them back to 
God. And so, during this Year of 
Mercy, go out of your way to be 
prophets of mercy,” he said.

Pilgrimages are meant to raise 
our level of spirituality. “The 
money we have received is not 
enough. I am asking you, young 
people to get us bricks, cement, 
solar power for electricity and a 
lawn mower. Help us build toilets, 
a shrine/grotto. You might not 
have the money/finances, but 
surely there are people you can 
influence. Your dad or uncle might 
be able to help. Through you, I can 
talk to them. Big shrines overseas 
were built by children. They took 
the initiative because they were 
convinced of the message. I have  
a firm faith that you will respond 
positively,” said the Archbishop.

After Mass, the youth were 
afforded an audience with the 
Archbishop whereby their 
concerns and questions were 
heard and addressed. 

Archbishop Buti mentioned  
that the faithful should feel free to 
knock on his door which is always 
open. However, people should also 
make use of the departments in 
the Archdiocese.        Lerato Mohone

Young people 
presenting 
their petitions to God
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