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Bishop Tsoke addressing the attendants.

The Assumption Convent School was privileged to witness the 
blessing of its beautiful, new water feature in the grotto of Our 

Lady, as well as the blessing of two garden benches on Friday, 6 May.
Sr Janine of the Missionary Sisters of the Assumption officiated. The 

garden benches were dedicated to the memory of Sr Eileen, who was 
principal from 1962 to 1968 and to Micky Johnson, a grandmother and 
special friend of the school.

Sisters, family, friends and members of school management attended.
Marinella Sousa, Marketing Manager

Explaining 
the title

An Auxiliary Bishop is an 
additional bishop assigned 

for a diocese, either because the 
diocesan bishop is unable to 
perform his functions, or that the 
diocese is extensive and requires 
more than one bishop to admin-
ister in it. People have been 
asking how to address the new 
bishop – he can be addressed as: 
“Your Lordship”, “Right Rever-
end” and Your Excellency”. Only 
archbishops are referred to as 
“Your Grace”.        Lebo WA Majahe

Sr Janine officiating 
with Sr Christine next 
to her.

World Youth Day (WYD)  
is less than a month 
away! Pilgrims from all 

around the world will go to Kra-
kow to meet Pope Francis. About 
600 000 pilgrims have registered 
to attend so far, with 4 000 
groups from 174 countries.

Between May and October 
in Fatima, 99 years ago, 
Our Lady appeared to three 

shepherd children, Lucy, Jacinta 
and Francisco. She confided three 
secrets to the children, as well as 
asking them to make known her 
requests that we were to offer a 
daily Rosary to make reparation 
for our sins. 

In a build-up to the centenary of 
the apparitions next year, a pilgrim 
statue of Our Lady of Fatima on 
the Ark of the Covenant will 
journey to parishes and cathedrals 
between May and October.

On 2 May, the pilgrim statue 
and that of the Lamb of God came 
out in procession through the 
streets of Johannesburg. The statue 
left St Anthony, Crown Mines in 
full display atop a bakkie. Another 
with the Cross of Love, led a slow 
procession to the Cathedral. 

Fr Thabo Motshegwa, Msgr 
Barney McAleer, Fr Arnaldo 
Nyathi, Fr Cinema Inueiua and  
Fr Otilio Gabriel Mazive from 
Mozambique celebrated Mass with 
Rev Louis Khumalo in assistance.

“We have gathered to welcome 
Our Lady of Fatima to our cathe-
dral. It is a special moment of 

It is predicted that over 1 mil-
lion people will attend this event. 
World Youth Day will last for two 
weeks and consist of two major 
events. The first is ‘Days in the 
Diocese’, where young people will 
get a chance to participate in cate-
chesis and sessions in various parts 
of Poland, with the last one being 
the actual WYD event in central 
Krakow. Days in the Diocese 
offers young people a chance to 
get to know one another other 
offers sightseeing opportunities in 

Blessing 
and 
dedication

World Youth Day is 
fast approaching …

The statue of Our Lady of 
Fatima in procession

Cathedrals and parishes set 
to become mini Fatimas

grace and we thank God for grant-
ing us this favour,” said Fr Thabo.

“The concluding words of the 
gospel just proclaimed (John 19:27) 
... “And from that hour that 
disciple (John) took her to his own 
home”, tells us that it was from 
the cross that Jesus entrusted to 
each of us Mary as our mother.

“We entrust pilgrims all over 
the world embarking on this 
celebration to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. May she protect our 
children and our holy father, our 
archbishop and also our recently- 
ordained auxiliary bishop. May 
she protect the church of Johan-
nesburg. May she intercede for 
us,” he added. 

Adoration and benediction, 
prayer of healing and anointing 
with oil followed. 

As the procession left the 
Cathedral making its way back to 
St Anthony, Our Lady was 
honoured with cheers, ululations, 
flowers, Marian hymns and the 
waving of white handkerchiefs, 
the latter a tradition of Our Lady 
of Fatima pilgrims in Portugal.

The statue’s next stop was the 
Sacred Heart Cathedral in 
Pretoria.                    Lerato Mohone

the host region. The actual WYD 
event will see a welcome from 
Pope Francis, a procession of the 
cross in the streets of Krakow and 
Mass with the Pope. 

About 102 youth registered 
through our Archdiocese will 
attend WYD and have had spiritu-
al exercises in preparing for the 
big encounter with the Pope. 
Excitement expressed by the  
pilgrims is great with everybody 
counting down to the day of 
departure and setting their feet in 
the land of St John Paul II and  
St Faustina. Pilgrims have been on 
the Internet, reading up on what 
Poland has to offer. They are also 

spending time on “Google trans-
late” and are learning basic Polish 
words. The pilgrims will partake 
in a hike – a mini pilgrimage, with 
a walk through Kliprivier Nature 
Reserve, south of Johannesburg. 
This will afford them the oppor-
tunity to bond as a group and to 
socialise so they can get to know 
one another before they travel 
together.

Many people are expressing 
concerns over our weak currency, 
but it is not bringing the pilgrims 
down. A send-off Mass for all  
pilgrims will be held on 16 July at 
the Cathedral.

Lebo WA Majahe

Main Square, Krakow
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St Augustine College, Ley Rd,
Victory Park 011 380-9000

Saturday 11 June 10:00-12:30
Introduction to Theology
“Introduction to Ethics”

Saturdays 18&25 June 9-5
Mathematics for Teachers
 Mathematics and Music: 

A Duet

27-29 June; 2½ day course
Practical Negotiation Course 

for Educators

30 June & 1 July 9-4
ACADEMIC WRITING 

WORKSHOP

Randburg Gandhi Square 
18 Peter Place 3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of from 10:30-12:00 
each month from    
10:30-12:00

Marie Nichol 011 618-2489

Donate 
Help the Culture of Life Apostolate 

help pregnant women in crisis.
Contact Raphael Lallu 

079 779-5596 / 071 832-1386
fundraising@cultureoflife.co.za

www.cultureoflife.co.za
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CONFIRMATIONS
His Grace, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale will administer the 
Sacrament of Confirmation to young people of the following 
Parishes in June. Pray for them.
Fri 3 18:00 St Philip Benizi Meyerton
Sat 4 17:30 Our Lady of the Wayside Maryvale
Sun 5 09:30 St Charles Lwanga Orange Farm
Sat 11 10:00 St Hubert Alexandra
Sun 12 09:00 St Francis Xavier Martindale
Sun 19 10:30 St Thomas Lenasia
Fri 24 17:00 Our Lady of Loreto Kempton Park

Community Notice Board

Pope’s Intentions: June
General. That the aged, marginalized, and 

those who have no one may find – even within 

the huge cities of the world-opportunities for 

encounter and solidarity.
Missionary. That seminarians and men and 

women entering religious life may have men-

tors who live the joy of the Gospel and prepare 

them wisely for their mission.

Community Masses

Zambian Community at 11:30 
 on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194 
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831

charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community at 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month 
Cathedral of Christ the King

Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
at 14:00 on last Sunday of each month 

St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Nigerian Community at 11:30
on 2nd Sunday of each month 

at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean 
Community in Amharic at 12:30

on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville

followed by Bible Study.
Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185

 hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Francophone Community at 11:15
on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month

Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 at

Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community 

Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu
076-211-5232

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West 
Contact Deborah Mothopeng  

082 454-4732

Deaf Community
2nd Sunday of each month

Charismatic Community
All-night vigil

from 20:00 on last Saturday of each 
month to Sunday at 05:00

Cathedral of Christ the King

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday

Sung Chaplet of The Divine Mercy

Could you not spend 
 an hour with me?

Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.

Enquiries 074-193-0449

St Anne’s Home 
for Aged Women,

Edenvale, has accommodation 
available. A CWL project.

Call Sister Jean: (011) 453-4667 

Family Life Theme
Family theme for 2016 is  

“The Year of Mercy and the Family. 
Building Homes of Merciful Love”.

YOUTH FOR MERCY 
www.marfam.org.za

Are you called to be  
a diocesan priest?

Contact Vicar for Vocations,
Father Thabo 082 824 6394
Facebook Thabo Motshegwa

Contact Sr Esther-Maris Okoro, 
Vocations Department

Join the 
discernment group

Adoption, 
the loving option.
CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533 

or adoptions@mweb.co.za

www.adoptions.org.za

SCHOENSTATT
FAMILY MOVEMENT
 Saturdays 08:00 Mass in the Shrine

Thursdays 17:30 Exposition & Holy Hour
Sundays 12:00 Exposition 

1st Saturday of the month 07:00  
Covenant Hour, Rosary and Meditation
CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD

BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446

Free Notices
Send event notices 

by 10th of the month to  
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.
The next issue of ADNews 

is due on Sunday 3 July

Edenvale – 011 609 7246
First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of 
Blessed Sacrament 1 hour before at 

Our Lady of the Angels Chapel.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00 

10 St Anne Road, Hurlyvale, Edenvale.

Society for the Care of Persons with Mental Handicap

Join the Archdiocesan News 
group and get up-to-date 
notices.
Use the group to publicise 
your parish events

Chancery
011 402-6400

For all departments

Saturday 18 June 10:30-16:00

RCIA Training 
for Catechists – Session 3

Cathedral Place, Catechetics Dept

PATRONAL FEASTS IN JUNE
3rd St Charles Lwanga, Orange Farm (1997)
3rd Sacred Heart, Katlehong (1956) and Palm Ridge (2006)
5th St Bonifatius, German community in Randburg (1979)
13th  St Anthony of Padua, Evaton West (2000)
24th St John Northriding (1979)
27th  Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Vereeniging (1929/1979)
29th  St Paul, Eden Park (1979) 

Sunday 5 June 09:00-16:00
Catholic Women’s League 

Winter Fete 
De La Salle Holy Cross College

Road No 3, Victory Park 
Entertainment for all!

Food Stalls, Handiwork, Toys, 
Books, Plants, Bottles

Tea Garden and soft drinks

An outing for the whole family!

General Finance Meeting
Saturday 4 June 14:00

Cathedral Place

Sunday 19 June 
World Refugee Day 

Mass
Department for Pastoral Care for 

Migrants and Refugees

Saturday 11 June 
Funeral Ministers Workshop
Cathedral Place, Dept of Liturgy

Acceptance of Creed and Faith
The Confirmation Class’ Acceptance of Creed and Faith 
took place on 24 April at St John Bosco at 12h00 Mass. The 
class is instructed by Martin Rathinasamy’s. Pictured are 
Martin and Fr John Thompson with candidates and parents 
(sponsors).

Pic: Roy Newton-Barker Chairperson, Communications Group

A message to the newly-baptised and confirmed: “You are a  
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy people; praise God 

who called you out of darkness and into His marvellous 
light, remain and stay in God’s given light. We pray that all of 

us may walk in the newness of life and show to the world 
the power of the risen Christ.

Thami Buthelezi, St Angela RCIA coordinator

RCIA – St Angela

Saturday 18 June 12:45-16:00
THE BOOK OF NUMBERS

The Great Revolt Red Heifer
Scripture in its Jewish context. 

Holy Family College, Oxford Rd, Park-
town. Entrance on 3rd Avenue.
Bring Bibles and packed lunch.
To book contact Sr Marie André 

Mitchell, marieandre@batkol.info 
or 072 250-4944.

Fridays 18:15-20:15 until 24 June
Environmental issues; 

problems and solutions.
10/6  Human Roots of  Ecological Crisis
17/6  Global, National & Local Solutions

24/6   Ecological Conversion
St Charles, Victory Park

Bookings Paul Faller
paulf@cie.org.za 

or SMS 083-326-4568

 Saturday 11 June
Youth Conference

Cathedral Place
Department of Liturgy

Saturday 9 July
13h00 - 15h30

APC General Meeting
Cathedral place

Saturday 4 June 10:00-15:30
Session 2 by Fr Patrick Dladla

St Francis of Assisi, 
Vanderbijlpark

Saturday 4 June 10:30-16:00
Session 3 by Fr Malesela Dikhale

Cathedral Place

Saturday 11 June 10:00-15:30
Session 2

St Philip Neri, Moletsane

Saturday 25 June 10:00-15:30
Session 3 by Fr Malesela Dikhale

St Francis of Assisi, 
Vanderbijlpark

Saturday 25 June 10:30-16:00
Session 4

Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituko Did’ho

Cathedral Place
Catechetics Department

Wednesday 22 June 10:00
Morning of recollection

for diocesan clergy
Mazenod Centre.

Pray for our priests and deacons

Saturday 30 July

Dominican Jubilee
Celebrate the 800th jubilee of 

the Order of Preachers
St Dominic’s School, Boksburg

Mass at 14:00
RSVP kelsay@cie.org.za

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  

abortion), Catholics must be told, for 
their eternal welfare, and survival of 

their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill.

pdfCoLA 082 609 6919

June 20 World Refugee Day
PCMR Mass

St Patrick's, La Rochelle 10 am

“We are celebrating 
our top achieving 
learners from all 
grades by awarding 
them with certificates 
of excellence,” said 
Dominica Dlhadlha, 
principal at John 
Martin, Kagiso. She added that teachers had made a commitment to pro-
duce top achievers and that their vision was to prepare a solid foundation 
for the young learners for high school. “Some of our values are excellence, 
team work and raising our children incorporating Catholic ethos in the daily 
running of our school,” she said. 

The learners received their awards on Monday, 9 May. Master of cere-
monies, Thekiso Maragelo, welcomed the parents, children and dignitaries, 
as well as Inspector Sibiya, a public relations officer from the Kagiso  
Police Station. The awards recognised students who were consistent top 
achievers in different subjects. Proud parents shared the moment of joy 
with their children.                                                           Lebo WA Majahe

School 
awards

Tonko Kubeka congratulates 

her daughter on receiving 
an award while the teachers look on.
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intervention is through the social 
services, spiritual guidance and one-
on-one consultations where 
migrants and refugees are heard and 
assisted with their needs with 
respect and dignity. We aim to 
promote awareness in the parishes 
and to search for solution with the 
challenges that migrants and 
refugee encounter. We encourage all 
parishes to include, in their action 
plan, the care for the migrants and 
refugees in collaboration/extension 
of the pastoral care office to bring 
transformation to society as a whole.

Achievements in 2015 
More than 3 919 vulnerable people 
were assisted. Each person comes to 
us with many needs – and we did 
great work. However, we would have 
liked to have done more, especially 
when we realise the increase in the 
number of people in desperate need 
of help. Some of the things that 
helped them through pastoral care: 
legal assistance and advocacy, 
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

Singing our 
neighbours’ hymns

Do you have a question  
about the Liturgy?
You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 
• fax 011 402-6406

MSA1101b

Sr Carmel 

082 543 9778
srcarmel@wizz.co.za

of the Assumption
The Missionary Sisters

Join us as a sister and bring
healing and joy to our world

Sr Kathleen Mitchell 
facilitates the six-week Rite 
of Christian Initiation of 

Adults (RCIA) training for 
catechists. The workshops started 
in April and will culminate in a 
certificate-awarding ceremony 
later in the year. 

RCIA is the way in which we, 
as Catholics, initiate men and 
women into the life of the church. 

“Scriptures are the textbook for 
the RCIA process,” said Sr 
Kathleen. To kick-start the 
proceedings, a passage (Luke 24: 
13-35 The Journey to Emmaus) 
that demonstrates the process of 
RCIA was read. Catechists then 
reflected on how this scripture 
relates to the RCIA journey. Four 
things happened, she said: the two 
disciples were searching, on the 
road, they listened to Jesus, 
recognised Him at the breaking of 
bread and shared the experience. 

RCIA 
workshop

Catechists during discussions

“This is the faith journey 
people who are open to the 
mission of the church, which is 
the mission of Christ, go 
through,” continued Sr Kathleen. 

The ultimate aim of the RCIA 
process is to have Catholics who 
are knowledgeable about their 
faith and who will be active 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

RCIA has three kinds of candi-

dates: persons who would like to 
be Catholic Christians; persons 
baptised in another faith who 
would like to convert to Catholic-
ism and Catholics who would like 
to continue their faith formation 
so that they can receive the sacra-
ment of First Holy Communion 
and/or Confirmation. 

Sr Kathleen stressed the import-
ance of informing candidates of 
the category in which they fall 
from the onset to avoid confusion. 

Sponsors should be committed 
members of the same parish 
community so that they are able 
to journey with them every step 
of the way. 

Sr Kathleen has been training 
Cecilia Koebe, Edgar Moses, 
Cedric Moodley and Sharon 
James who will soon be taking 
over the reins of facilitating RCIA 
workshops.

Lerato Mohone 

How it began? 
The Department of Pastoral Care for 
the Migrants and Refugees was 
started in 1998 by the Scalabrinian 
Missionary Sisters Congregation. In 
2013 Fr Ivaldo Bettin, a Scalabrini 
father, was appointed the Vicar of the 
Migrants & Refugees in 
Johannesburg.

The reality
All people have the right to live a 
dignified life in their homeland. 
Tragically, millions of people around 
the world are displaced. Many flee 
their homes because of war and 
violence – flee to save their lives.

All human life is sacred because 
each person is created in the image 
and likeness of God. The human 
dignity and human rights of refugees 
and migrants must be respected.

The aim of pastoral care
The aim of pastoral care is to serve 
and assist migrants and refugees. It is 
a socio-pastoral commitment! Our 

The Department of Pastoral Care  
for Migrants and Refugees

The parish of Our Lady of Victory, Dobsonville celebrated 
Freedom Day by raising awareness on gender-based 

violence. The event was organised by the parish Justice and 
Peace ministry. The aim was to talk to men about the negative 
perceptions of masculinity in our society which contribute to 
gender-based violence.

The event began with a soccer match between men from the 
parish and the community. Parish priest Fr Xavier Barongo AJ 

education, empowerment training 
for adults, English language, school 
uniforms and stationery for children, 
food parcels, assisting with funeral 
arrangements, providing clothing 
and blankets, home visits, transport 
to home affairs and hospitals, 
awareness about immunisation and 
nutrition for their children. 

In the Year of Mercy we are invited 
to put into practise:  “Jesus said I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me.” 
Matthew 25:35.

The refugees and migrants need 
our help.  We cannot do this alone 
– we need your help and support 
through donations, volunteer work 
and prayers.

For the 102nd World Day of 
Migrants and Refugees, Pope Francis 
published a message, “Migrants and 
refugees challenge us. The response 
is the Gospel of Mercy.”

Contact details: Catholic 
Archdioceses of Johannesburg. 
Pastoral Care for Migrants and 
Refugees. Tel: 011 402 6400.  
email: pastoralcarejhb@gmail.com

Fr Ivaldo Bettin, 
Vicar of the Migrants & Refugees 

See advert page 10.

Masculinity talks on 
Freedom Day
Masculinity talks on 
Freedom Day

displayed his soccer skills for the parish 
team who were the victors, defeating the 
community team by two goals to one. 

From the soccer field, both teams pro-
ceeded to the parish for the talk on mascu-
linity. Discussions looked at what men can 
do differently in addressing issues of mascu-
linity and of standing up against gender-
based violence by raising awareness about 
factors and situations contributing to it. 

Brian Mooi , J&P fieldworker/organiser

A reader from one of our 
West Rand townships has 
some issues with the music 

at the Sunday liturgy.

I have noticed with sadness that, in 
my parish, songs and choruses 
from what I call “next door” are 
sung most of the time. We have a 
lot of relevant Catholic hymns, but 
we don’t use them?

When you write about songs from 
“next door”, I suppose you are 
referring to those which originated 
in the Protestant denominations 
and the African Initiated Churches. 
Many of their compositions have 
become popular and are often sung 
by Catholics, even at Mass. Since I 
went to a government school, I 
grew up alongside members of 
many denominations, each of 
which have different hymn books. 
At school, we had the Anglican 
Hymns Ancient and Modern 
Revised, as well as a book of 
Scripture Union choruses, while in 
our parish we used the Westminster 
Hymnal. This was already consid-
ered old-fashioned in the 1970s, 
but it was very strong on devotion-
al hymns to the Blessed Sacrament, 
the Sacred Heart and Our Lady. In 
this regard it was quite similar to 
our Sotho Lifela tsa baKriste and 
our Zulu Hubelani iNkosi. Later, 
many English speaking parishes 
began using the Celebration 
Hymnal which is a compilation of 
popular hymns from various 
English sources. Anglican hymns 
of the Victorian era have been put 
together with Salvation Army 
songs and rather sentimental old, 
Catholic hymns. Later editions 
mixed in a lot more modern music, 
much of it by Catholic song writ-
ers. Parishioners often complain 
about singing a Pentecostal chorus, 
or a Zionist song, but it would be 
wrong to think that our traditions 
have ever been watertight. Many 
famous Anglican hymns are nine-
teenth century settings of ancient 
Christan texts translated from 
Greek and Latin. |Many of our 
most popular Christmas and Easter 
carols were written by the Wesley 
brothers, founders of Methodism, 
and Away in a Manger is attributed 
to Martin Luther! Catholics have 
been borrowing “Protestant” words 
and tunes for ages, and this process 
continues.

Does the singing of the songs and 
choruses of neighbouring churches 
have the approval of the bishops? 
What does the Pope say about it?

Today’s bishops are not in the 
habit of banning songs. We must 
recognise Catholics are minority 
within South Africa and so will be 
exposed to a lot of Christian music 
written by Protestants, often with 
very catchy tunes! I doubt whether 
Pope Francis would have a  
problem with anything that helps 
people, especially young people,  

to really engage in the liturgy. 
Having said this, the Roman 
department in charge of liturgy 
does reserve the right to approve 
Catholic hymn books.

Are there any guidelines to help 
us in this area?

I don’t know of any guidelines, 
but I will volunteer some thoughts 
of my own.
• Avoid any song that contains 

doctrinal error. It is very seldom 
that you will find error, espe-
cially in choruses which tend to 
repeat just a few words over 
and over. We could say, how-
ever, that a lot of Pentecostal 
and Gospel music emphasises 
the personal and the emotional 
while good Catholic songs 
should really be communal and 
liturgical.

• Don’t substitute songs and cho-
ruses for the parts of the Mass. 
Just because a chorus repeats 
the word “holy” over and over 
doesn’t mean you can put it in 
place of Sanctus. There are 
plenty of good musical settings 
for the original words of the 
Mass in all our languages and 
these should be learned and 
used.

• Converse what is good and 
adapt what can be revitalised. 
Many of our Catholic hymns 
can be sung to new tunes or 
given a new tempo or rhythm 
that will allow their meaningful 
words to speak to a new genera-
tion. But remember: we sing to 
worship God, not to take 
delight in a particular history or 
sectarian.

• Be like the householder who 
brings out things both new and 
old (Matthew 13:52). Yes, we 
have lots of Blessed Sacra-
ment hymns, but we also need 
communion hymns which 
speak of what it means to 
become one body in Christ, 
and about the social mission 
entrusted to those who receive 
Holy Communion. Liturgy is 
multidimensional, never simply 
devotional.

• What does the banquet of the 
Eucharist mean when people 
go hungry? What promise does 
the resurrection hold for people 
who suffer? We need to write 
new hymns that take up these 
themes, and we will miss these 
chances if we simply stick in an 
up-tempo, one-line chorus that 
gets people very animated, but 
which fails to raise their hearts 
and minds to God.
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WAYS INTO PRAYER

Have you read  
Amoris Laetitia?
Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South Africa, 
explores Ignatian Spirituality.

Have you read Amoris 
Laetitia, the apostolic 
exhortation by Pope 

Francis? For myself it has been a 
profound invitation to reconsider 
the nature of my marriage and my 
vocation as a mother. I would love 
for all people to read at least chap-
ter four – in which the Pope 
explores the vocation of family at 
some depth.

The pope uses St Paul’s great 
hymn to love as the foundation for 
this chapter. As soon as I noticed 
this, I thought about how many 
times at weddings I have heard 
this reading. For anyone who did 
have this as one of their weddings 
readings, there must be even 
greater significance now in the 
Pope choosing this passage as the 
basis for his thoughts on family 
life. Reading it was a little like lis-
tening to a good homily. It drew 
me in, it challenged me, and it 
helped me to think more deeply 
about how God is at work in my 
life. As I read through the chapter 

it was like hearing an invitation to 
more deeply live out the sacra-
ment. I could hear God inviting 
me to reassess my own ways of 
thinking and behaving as ‘a moth-
er’, as ‘a wife’, as ‘a sister’, ‘a 
daughter’ and as ‘an in-law’.

Although primarily addressed to 
married couples the Pope is writ-
ing to all people in families and 
we are all of us in families of one 
sort or another! All of those fami-
lies need the grace of love in order 
to be safe nurturing spaces for 
both children and adults. And this 
is a point Pope Francis makes 
again and again, that family is to 
be a place where we are helped to 
become more fully free, more the 
people God wants us to be. 

In many ways there is nothing 
startlingly new in what he writes, 
it flows out of the stream of 
Christian ideas about marriage that 
I have heard over the whole of my 
life. Yet, at the same time, to read 
this chapter is to be drawn back 
again into considering the real 

nature of the vocational call to 
marriage. 

The first thing that strikes me 
is again how counter-cultural the 
idea of Christian love really is. 

Take for example the first 
line of St Paul’s hymn, ‘Love is 
patient’ the Pope says that this is 
the ‘quality of one who does not 
act on impulse and avoids giving 
offense.’ He goes on to say that 
to be like this is to be like God. 
He writes that ‘God’s “patience”, 
shown in his mercy towards sin-
ners, is a sign of his real power.’ 
In this he is showing us different 
ways to think about patience and 
strength. Such simple and often 
heard ideas, and yet hearing them 
again I found myself thinking 
about my own lack of patience, 
and my desire to win, to be in 
charge, to have power, even in 
my family. I had to think of how 
I behave and how am I reflecting 
the love of God who is patient in 
my family?

I encourage everyone to take 
some time to read this document. 
If it seems a little intimidating I 
suggest you start as I did with 
Chapter Four, and listen to the 
Pope explore at depth the mes-
sage of St Paul’s great Hymn to 
love!

Unusual as it was, Monday, 
2 May happened to be a 
public holiday, but not for 

the Soweto Altar Servers Guild as 
they had their first-ever Day of 
Recollection facilitated by their 
spiritual director and parish priest 
of St Angela, Dobsonville –  
Fr Francis Muturi AJ.

The day started off with morn-
ing prayers, adoration and exposi-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament. 
During his reflection, Fr Francis 
asked the altar servers present to 
look at Christ, crucified, and the 
Christ who has risen.

He gave us an example of for-
giveness and said we should imi-
tate Him in loving one other. “In 
this our day of recollection, I chal-
lenge you all brothers and sisters 
to ask yourselves: “Do you love 
each other? Do we love your 
neighbours? Do we love Christ? 
Are we led by selfishness?” asked 
Fr Francis. In recognition of the 
month of May, we also prayed the 
Rosary.

 Sr Kgomotso Mojaifi from the 
Companions of St Angela was 
present and graced the day with a 
talk on forgiveness.

In his welcoming remarks, 
Tebogo Petja, the Guild Chairman 
reminded altar servers how impor-
tant the day was. “Today I special-
ly remind you of how important 
this day is in our calendar as on 
the Feast of St Joseph the Worker 
in 2014 we all met with a dream 
and today God has graciously 
answered our prayers and made 
our dream come true. “Today we 
are a recognised structure of the 
Deanery and it is by the grace and 
love of God that we are now  

united as one,” he said. This is the 
first birthday of the Soweto Altar 
Servers Guild, said Petja. The 
Guild’s core mission is to unite 
altar servers from different  
parishes in the Soweto Deanery 
for mutual support and to deepen 
their response to the call of God, 
especially towards priesthood and 
a religious life. 

The celebration of the Holy 
Eucharist took place and  
Fr Francis continuously reminded 
altar servers to be witnesses – 
witnesses of truth and agents of 
truth. “Do we hate others as altar 
servers? If we do not want people 
to cheat us, lie or hurt us, then we 
should stop doing that. I know 
some of us don’t talk to each 
other as altar servers and now I 
ask you, what kind of example are 
you giving to others? Have you 
ever stopped and asked yourself 
why is he/she not talking to me? 
Am I the cause of this? During 
the sign of peace today, go to the 
one you do not talk to and over 
them a hug as a sign of peace,” 
said Fr Francis 

The altar servers got an oppor-
tunity to welcome their priest 
back as he had been away for 
months. They sang him a happy 
birthday song as he celebrated his 
birthday on the 22 April. 

The day was successfully sup-
ported by about 120 altar servers 
from 13 parishes. The Day of 
Recollection ended with fun 
activities in support of the parish 
as they had their family fun day.

Report by Tebogo Petja – Soweto Altar 
Servers Guild Chairman

sions and their Christian vocation 
may demand a parting for the sake 
of the Kingdom of God.” He also 
encourages young people to have  
a positive attitude to marriage in 
the future. MARFAM promotes all 
this in June, which is Youth Month 
in SA. The country looks at the 
needs of youth in many ways, 
especially education and employ-
ment. In a message directed at 
youth, Pope Francis spoke about 
love, values and a positive way 
forward as disciples of Jesus. 

Carmelite father, Peter Rebello, parish 
priest of Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton 

Park buries a medal of St Joseph and  
the brown Scapular of Carmel into the 
foundations of the construction work for  
the extension of the parish. This was done 
after a moving prayer ceremony invoking  
blessings on all donors, labourers, over-
seers, planners, builders, gardeners,  
parishioners and all who will be involved  
in the building, and after Mass which was 
also offered for all who are, and will be, 
involved in this big undertaking.

Berniece Eales

Our Lady of Loreto 
undergoing extensions

AMORIS LAETITIA, (the joy of 
love), covers many parts of  
family life. There is a strong 
focus on the issues discussed at 
the Synod such as divorced and 
remarried Catholics and their 
receiving communion. Homo-
sexuality and contraception were 
also mentioned. A large part is on 
promotion of healthy marriages 
and children. A new Family 
Matters magazine 2 2016 is now 
available. It further develops 
some of the issues that were  
presented in May ADNews in 
Archbishop Slattery’s summary. 
Pope Francis stresses the role of 
parents. He writes about obedi-
ence and correction. “The Gospel 
goes on to remind us that children 
are not the property of a family, 
but have their own lives to lead. 
Jesus is a model of obedience to 
his earthly parents, but he also 
shows that children’s life deci-

Youth for Mercy
Parents and young people need to 
be communicating, sharing and,  
listening to one another, about 
these positives and their challenges. 
When this is difficult, the gift of 
mercy is needed, to forgive hurts 
and commit to keep trying.  
MARFAM publications are a 
resource. Mini-workshops or 
retreats that bring youth and 
family together can be held.
Contact Toni 0825521275.  
Visit www.marfam.org.za. 

Toni Rowland 

Soweto Altar Servers 
Guild Day of Recollection
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Salesian Provincial 
Chapter

5

Serenity 
Divine Mercy

Statues
Large church size divine mercy 
statues and smaller, suitable for 
indoor and outdoor as well as  

Our Lady Of Grace,  
Sacred Heart, and many more

Contact us on
Tel. (011) 435-4530/ 
Cell (083) 896-8920

E-mail: m.gracindaj@live.com

The St Cecilia Sodality of  
St Nicholas in Daveyton held 

an awards ceremony for its long- 
serving members on 1 May. 

Members honoured were those 
with more than 25 years of 
unbroken and dedicated service in 
the sodality.

A brief history of the sodality at 
parish level was documented and 
presented to the congregation. 
Among other things, it lists the 
achievements since it was formed 
in 1985 under the leadership of 
the then parish priest, Fr Zithulele 
Mvemve and their pioneering the 
establishment of St Cecilia 
Sodality in the Archdiocese in 
1989. The late Fr Paul Ngwenya 
was also honoured for his spiritual 
guidance to the sodality during 
hard times when the sodality was 

St Cecilia Sodality honours veterans

Chief conductor 
of the sodality 
at St Nicholas 
in Daveyton, 
Nartjie Ndala

Above: Some of the 
loyal members who 
were honoured for long 
service. 

Left: Nartjie Ndala 
takes the sodality mem-
bers through their paces 
at the awards ceremony

fighting for survival. 
Eleven faithful members of the 

sodality who are departed were 
also honoured at the celebration 
that was attended by sodality 
members from other parishes in 

the East deanery.
Fr Bongani Sithole graced the 

occasion that was coordinated by 
Nartjie Ndala. Fr Sithole, is also 
a founding chaplain of the 
sodality.                   Abel Dlamini 

It was all smiles and ululations 
when women of Blessed Joseph 
Gerard, Orange Farm got a 

surprise treat from the men of the 
parish. Appreciating the good work 
of all mothers around the world, 
the men took it into their hands to 
do everything for them on this day. 

They started by cleaning the 
church and toilets and decorating 
the church hall the previous day. 
They led the liturgy of the day with 
the precision of an artist. After 
Mass, all women were invited to 
the hall, irrespective of age, where 
they were treated to soup, sand-
wiches and a home-made cake 

Mother’s Day Celebrations

Men at the 
service of 
women

which was prepared by Fr Benno 
Singer, the parish priest. The men 
then waited on the women.

“This is a treat of my life from the 
men of this parish. One day, we will 
return the favour. Your soup is 
delicious, please give me the recipe,” 
said one joyous woman. 

The day ended with the Chairman 
of Catholic Men’s Forum, Nyasha 
Kumurai thanking all women for the 
contributions in the development of 
the parish. “We request all here to 
encourage your husbands whom 
you left at home to come and work 
with us in building and leading the 
church,” he said.         Nyasha Kumurai

On the public holiday of  
27 April, 36 children and 

young people from Mercy 
House, a home for young refu-
gees, made their contribution to 
building a better world by spend-
ing two hours at Bezuidenhout 
Park picking up litter which had 
accumulated in huge piles at the 
side entrance gate. They filled 80 
large bin bags with litter, and 
only gave up after they ran out 
of bags. After their efforts, all 

Mercy house  
community service

After the hard work 
of picking up litter 
at the park, filling 
80 rubbish bags…

Young and old took 
part in making the 

park clean.

Working for 
the people of 
the Vaal
The Justice and Peace Depart-
ment with its members from Vaal 
Deanery had a meeting with the 
Speaker of Sedibeng District 
Municipality, Greta Hlongwane. 
They shared with the district the 
project they are currently working 
on and how, by working together, 
the lives of the people in the Vaal 
can be improved. The Speaker 
shared the challenges the three 
municipalities are faced with, the 
most common being the non- 
payment of services by citizens of 
these municipalities.

The youth of St Anthony of 
Padua made sure the mothers of 
the parish felt special when they 
rendered poems and speeches for 
them on Mothers’ Day on 8 May. 
Special thanks went to Mamello 

Mother’s Day Evaton WestMother’s Day Evaton West
Howa, Tshegofatso Tabane, 
Suzette Duvane, Lebohang 
Seekoei and Matebesi Mokoena 
with the other youths. This was 
followed by tea and cake. 

participants were rewarded with 
a picnic lunch and several hours 
of fun in the beautiful park. The 
joy and community spirit were 
tangible, as is always the case at 
Mercy House.

Anyone who would like to 
know more about the work done 
at Mercy House is asked to read 
up on their updated website at: 
mercy-house.co.za or contact 
Diana Beamish at 072 4374 009/ 
011 325 4785.

From 2 to 6 May, Salesians 
from the AFM province 

(Southern Africa, including SA, 
Lesotho and Swaziland) gathered 
at Bosco Youth Centre for their 
10th Provincial Chapter, review-
ing progress made since the last 
General Chapter held in Rome 
three years ago. It gave them the 
opportunity to re-evaluate their 
work amongst the youth as well 
as aspects related to community 
life. In the photo are the repre-
sentatives from the various com-
munities and also members of 
the provincial council. In front, 
in the middle is Fr Francois 
Dufour , provincial, and in the 
second row, second from left is 
Fr Edmund O’Neill, who was the 
moderator.  

Br Clarence Watts, Youth Ministry and 
Social Communication 

Back: Thato Moroenyane from 
Assumption, Nyolohelo, Assumption; 
Front: Katriena Dlamini St Anthony, 

Evaton West, Brian Mooi, Field 
Organiser, Councillor Greta  

Hlongwane, Speaker for Sedibeng 
District Municipality; Simon Matome,  
St Benedict and Monyake Moletsane, 

Emmanuel. 
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Episcopal ordination of 
Bishop Duncan Theodore Tsoke

Episcopal ordination of 
Bishop Duncan Theodore Tsoke

Liturgical dance by the children 
of Regina Mundi.

Below: During the rite of  
ordination, Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale examines the  
candidate.

The Bishop-elect  
prostrates himself while 

all sing the litany.

Right: Cardinal Wilfrid Napier 
lays hands upon the head of 

Bishop-elect Tsoke.

Right: Archbishop Buti, the 
principal consecrator, places 
the open Book of the Gospels 
upon the head of the Bishop-

elect with deacons holding the 
Book of the Gospels above his 

head until the prayer of 
consecration was complete.

Bishop Emeritus Zithulele Mvemve about to lay 
hands on the new Bishop.

The college of priests at the ordination.

Cardinal Wilfrid Napier 
greets the new Bishop.Photos by Lebo wa 

Majahe,Tim Bernard and 
Sheldon Reddiar.

Investiture of the skull cap

The Auxiliary Bishop 
of Johannesburg

Arriving at the ordination 
in procession.
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Episcopal ordination of 
Bishop Duncan Theodore Tsoke

Episcopal ordination of 
Bishop Duncan Theodore Tsoke

Executive mayor of the 
City of Johannesburg, 
Parks Tau was also in 
attendance.

Lindiwe Maseko, Member of  
Parliament and former Speaker of 
the Gauteng Legislature.

The ring, a seal of 
the Bishop’s fidelity.

Ordaining Bishops joined on the altar by the new Auxil-
iary Bishop Tsoke.

Archbishop Buti delivering a homily.

Greeting the crowds 
after Mass.

Right and below: 
Liturgical dance done by 

Lenasia parishioners.

Above: Liturgical dancers

Archbishop Buti and Bishop Duncan Tsoke

Below: Friends since in the 
seminary, now colleagues in 
the episcopacy… Bishops  
Sithembele Sipuka of the  
Diocese of Mthatha congratu-
lating the“baby bishop”.

Minister of Water 
and Sanitation, 
Nomvula Mokon-
yane delivering her 
congratulatory note 
to Bishop Duncan. 

Mma Makobane going through 
the day’s liturgy from the booklet.
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The 2016 leg of the Annual 
Immigrants’ Clash of Local South 
African-based Choirs was held 
recently amidst pomp and fanfare 
at the Cosmo City Multipurpose 
Hall. An estimated 1000 people 
attended the event which was 
graced by ambassador Isaac 
Moyo.

The competition is in its fifth 
year and saw 12 choirs battling it 
out on a vernacular Shona set 
piece, entitled Mbira Kuna Mwari 
Kudenga (Glory to God in 
Heaven). Composer of the song, 
Nicholas Muchenu, was amongst 
the three Zimbabwe Catholic 
Sacred Music Association judges 
adjudicating the competition.

Pretoria centre won the coveted 
championship trophy and best 
conductor accolade went to Gift 
Chigudu.

Other results were, from 1 to 
12: Midrand, Johannesburg, 
Yeoville, Germiston, Kempton 
Park, Cosmo City, Rosettenville, 
Boksburg, Edenvale, Durban and 
Mpumalanga. The most improved 
choir was Rosettenville.

Farayi Matondo

ZimCatholicSA 
Congress

The second ZimCatholicSA 
Congress is to be held from  

26 to 28 August at St Anne’s Retreat 
Centre, Munsieville. Thousands of 
Zimbabweans are expected to 
attend the gathering which is 
themed on a quote by Pope Francis, 
“In this Year of Mercy, a little bit of 
mercy makes the world less cold  
and more just.”

The congress, which is held every 
four years, is expected to live up to 
the first one in 2013 which was a 
resounding success. It was graced  
by three archbishops, namely Buti 
Tlhagale, William Slattery of the 
Archdiocese of Pretoria and visiting 
Archbishop Charles Ndlovu from 
Harare.

Congress task team chairperson, 
Precious Moyo said preparations are 
going well. “The task team is work-
ing tirelessly to ensure that the event 
is properly planned and responsibili-
ties are shared for proper execution.”

The diverse programme which 
includes speakers from South Africa 
and Zimbabwe, is still to be finalised.

Participants can expect to learn, 
share and discuss themes of Jubilee 
of Mercy, music, dance, men’s drama, 
social interaction, reflections, poetry, 
confessions, baptismal renewal, 
adoration, daily Mass and healing.

The cost is R600 per adult and 
R200 for children up to 17 years 
including food and accommodation 
for three days.

For registration and information, 
contact Desmond 082 068 0931 or 
Valeria 082 507 3967 and Melania 
for marketing 084 521 1160

Farayi Matondo

Fr Ignatius Fidgeon marking the five 
wounds of Jesus onto the Paschal 

candle, with Reverend Deacon  Johan 
“Bassie’’ van Rooyen holding the 

lectionary.

Lending a hand
Since the youth of St Anthony 

of Padua, Evaton West were 
not in a position to contribute 
financially towards the enrolment 
ceremony of new members of the 
Catholic Women’s League that 
the parish would host on 21 May, 
they decided to support them by 
cleaning the yard on 2 and 7 May. 
The Word of God says: “The  
harvest is plentiful, but the work-
ers are few ...” So bravo to the 
youth of the parish. 

 Pruvinance Bohope

Recitation of the rosary

During jubilee years certain things 
should to be done. The faithful must 
make a pilgrimage, go through the 
Holy Doors, make confessions, 
receive Holy Communion and pray 
for the intentions of the Holy Father. 
In celebration of this, the Jubilee 
Year of Mercy, the annual pilgrimage 
to Ngome, the place of the seven 
streams, was indeed extraordinary 
as many pilgrims from Johannes-
burg embarked on a spiritual 
journey in 35 buses from 12 to13 
March to seek the graces promised 
by Our Lady, Tabernacle of The Most 
High to Sr Reinolda May. 

The pilgrimage was preceded by a 
Novena to the Five Wounds of Our 
Lord. A well-directed programme, 
beginning with the history of the 
apparitions at Ngome and filled with 
prayers invoking the mercy of God, 
was followed on all buses. The crowd 
of 4 000 pilgrims gathered at the 
Shrine of Our Lady with jubilant 
song and dance in true Catholic 
style throughout the night vigil 
celebration.  

The Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament was the highlight of the 
pilgrimage. Everyone looked 
forward to the preceding praise and 
worship accompanied by beautiful 
music from Fr Wayne’s guitar strings.

During the confession session, 
participants were reminded to 
reflect on the Ten Commandments 
as a guide to a good examination of 

Holy Saturday in Krugersdorp

Parishioners of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, Krugersdorp gathered outside for the 
‘blessing of the fire” ceremony’’, marking the beginning of the Resurrection vigil.

Choral music 
competition

ZimCatholicSA news

Ambassador Isaac Moyo handing out 
trophy to Gift Chigude who repre-
sented ZimCatholicSA choral competi-
tion winners. Pictured are also Jevhas 
Tichapondwa, Sr Rudo, Dr Shingirirai 
Mutanga and Irvin Tsuro.

Pilgrims before the adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament

An extraordinary 
pilgrimage of 

mercy: Ngome 2016

An extraordinary 
pilgrimage of 

mercy: Ngome 2016

Our Lady of Loreto Parish, Kempton Park welcomed into probation 
two new members into the growing sodality of St Anne’s on 8 May.

Back, from left: Cathrine Sethoga, Nomsa Dithupa, lmelda Tso-
sane, new members in black and white – Maggie Tsoari, Nonhlanhla 
Okoh and Elizabeth Mashaba. In front: Mavis Dhlamini, Matilda 
Gilikidi and Bongiwe Ncube.                                         Farayi Matondo

St Anne’s 
   is growing
St Anne’s 
   is growing

conscience before confession 
which is an abyss of the mercy of 
God wherein sinners are to 
immerse themselves. The history of 
the shrine, the Jubilee Year of 
Mercy and the outline of the works 
of mercy, delivered by Fr Andrew 
Knott, were very informative and 
helpful in understanding the 
relevance of this extraordinary year 
initiated by Pope Francis.      

The summit of the celebration, 
Mass, was celebrated by Fr Sizwe 
Mkhonza and four other priests, 
while the choir from St Michael’s 
led the liturgy. Healing graces 
flowed as hands were laid on all 
pilgrims before departure on 
Sunday morning.    Bridgette Goeieman

Ngome

Men from southern Africa recently 
came together to embark on a 
pilgrimage to the Ngome Marian 
Shrine.

During the praise and worship.

Pics: Timothy Bernard
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Grade 11 special Mass
All the Grade 11 Catholic schools students in the Archdioces were 
given the opportunity to gather together for a special Mass at the 
Cathedral of Christ the King, in Sophiatown, on 18 May.
 See more pictures in next month’s issue of the Grade 11 masses.

The Catholic Men’s Forum 
(CMF) held its annual 
celebration at the Soweto 

Deanery Holy Door, St Peter 
Claver, Pimville on the eve of 
Pentecost Sunday.

 In his address, the president of 
the forum, Mothusi Moses Mogari 
said, “The purpose of this year’s 
celebration is to keep the momen-
tum going, ensure we sustain the 
course of CMF and to give 
direction to our constituency on 
the mandate before us.”

The CMF falls under evangeli-
sation and thus Prof Nhlanhla 
Maake represented the depart-
ment. Noting that young people 
did not attend in numbers, he said 
male members needed to infiltrate 
cyberspace, as it was where 
young people live. Without young 
men the forum would have 
neglected to put a succession plan 
in place. He proposed that acts of 
commission be centred on 
impacting their communities 
positively. 

Dr MTD Qobose spoke on 
issues of health, giving insight on 
silent killers; hypertension and 

diabetes.    
Parish priest, Fr Tom Segami 

said the forum exists to see where 
other eyes cannot. He said he 
hoped the men would follow the 
example St Joseph. Chaplain of 
the forum, Fr Tente Sompane 
advised them to be men of prayer 
and encouraged them to read and 
be comfortable in sharing the 
scriptures. 

Mass was celebrated by both 
priests and they were assisted by 
Rev Thabo Thokoane. The all-
male Sweet Melodies from Our 
Lady of Africa choir, Mohlakeng 
led the singing.

This year, the CMF hosts three 
major events. Having started with 
the annual celebration, this will be 
followed by a health and wellness 
day on 9 July at the Cathedral. 
Lastly, in trying to emulate their 
second adopted patron saint, 
Blessed Benedict Daswa, they 
will also embark on a drive for 
the poor and the needy.

The objective of CMF is to 

Annual CMF celebration

The annual Pentecost rally, 
organised by the Charismatic 
Central Service Team, took 

place on 15 Sunday at Cathedral 
Place. The faithful started with the 
glorious mysteries of the Rosary. 
Mass was celebrated by Frs Joseph 
Wilson, Cletus Onwudiwe and 
Emmanuel Youngten.

Chief celebrant, Fr Cletus in his 
homily said, “When you go to 1 Cor 
12 and look at the gifts they are 
different, yet come from the same 
Spirit. They are to glorify God and 
to edify His church.

“When you are speaking in 
tongues and there is no one to 
interpret, it is selfishness. There is 
no benefit for the people of God. Fr 
Wilson has the gift of healing, he 
does not keep it to himself. 

“Jesus was given the gift of the 
Spirit and He went about doing 
good, the blind received their sight, 

Recitation of the Joyful Mysteries

During prayers of the faithful

bring everyone together, to have 
a platform to network, engage, 
share and learn from each other, 
to work in uniformity in 
addressing men’s issues and to 
speak in one united and strong 
voice against the scourge and all 
social ills in communities and 
society in general. 

Lerato Mohone

Pentecost RallyPentecost Rally
Fr Cletus and Fr Emmanuel  

receiving offertory gifts

the lame walked, imprisoned 
released. If you receive the gift you 
are no more afraid, you become 
very bold because the Spirit gives 
you the power. God has not given 
us a spirit of timidity 2 Timothy 
1:17,” he concluded.

Mass was followed the exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament. Before 
anointing the faithful with oil,  
Fr Wilson gave talked about healing. 

“A person is made up of three 
aspects; body, mind and spirit. All 
these can get sick,” he said. 

There are five obstacles that 
prevent healing from being effect-
ive. These are hatred, unforgiveness, 
cursing someone by wishing evil on 
them, witchcraft, which, he said, is 
not confined to Africans and 
unconfessed sin.

In the early chapters of Mark’s 
gospel, some heard of a paralysed 
man. After Jesus had healed him, 
He said to him, go and sin no more. 
The man’s sins had led to his 
paralysis. Jesus healed the man 
physically and spiritually. 

Fr Joseph said it is not his place to 
condemn people since his own 
family had been involved in 
witchcraft. He said people who had 
cords around their bodies should 
go to the bathroom and remove 
them. And if there were any 
contaminated items at home, they 
should be thrown away. He likened 
to the items to those used by the 
people of Ephesus in Acts 19 and 
encouraged the faithful to follow 
their example.

Besides, if you were to get healed, 
who do you attribute it to? God said 
I will not share my glory with idols, 
he said.

Frs Charles Uloko, Ernest Mulenga 
and Fr Joachim Malunga assisted 
with hearing confessions. 

Lerato Mohone

Celebrating the 
Ugandan matyrs

All Ugandans and friends 
are invited to the celebration of 
the feast of the Uganda Martyrs 

on 5 June 
at the Church of Our Lady of 

Sorrows, Nigel 

The celebration will begin with 
a concelebrated Mass which will 

be presided over by 
the Auxiliary Bishop of the 
Johannesburg Archdiocese,  

Duncan Tsoke. 
Mass starts at 11am

Address: 26 Ramsay Street, Nigel.

Contacts:
Fr Joseph Luyombya 073 908 5692 
Vincent Musinguzi 078  014 1883

Fred Ssendaula  078 259 1085
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CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF JOHANNESBURG
MARIAN PILGRIMAGE

Mary, Mother of Mercy

25th June 2016
09h00–15h00

St John, Northriding

Contact: Odilon Molapo, Dept of Evangelisation 011 402-6400
Secretary St John Northriding 010 222-0631 | Fr Charles Uloko CSsR 011 477-7503

The programme begins with the 
Holy Mass @ 9:00 am

Chief celebrant: 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale

O Mary conceived without 
sin – pray for us!

Activities: Holy Mass  •  Visit to the chapel of adoration  •  Confession 
•  Public prayers in honour of the Immaculate Conception  •  Recitation of the 
Holy Rosary  •  Laying of hands  •  Booking of Masses  •  Burning of candles 

•  Blessing and investiture of the brown scapular & miraculous medal   
•  Visit to the repository & snack shelter

Please Contact:
Fr. Nkosinathi Nkabinde, CSSp
E-mail: nkosinathimichael@ymail.com
Cell: 072 918 6192, Box 318, Mohlakeng 1760
OR
Fr. Ikechukwu Onoyima, CSSp
Email: aikon2x@hotmail.com
Cell: 071 457 2240, Box 179 Westonaria 1780.

Spiritans–Missionaries 
Worldwide
Join Holy Spirit 
Congregation of 

Religious Priests and
Brothers 

 Founded on Pentecost Sunday 1703 in France.
 Consecrated to the Holy Spirit [Lk. 4:18-21].
 Live in Community with One Heart, One Soul

Motto.
 Serving the Poor and Vulnerable Groups in 68

Countries.
 Ready to serve the local Church in places most
    in need of personnel.

Join Holy Spirit 
Congregation of 
Religious Priests 

and Brothers

Spiritans- 
Missionaries 
Worldwide

> Founded on Pentecost Sunday 
1703 in France

> Consecrated to the Holy Spirit 
(Lk. 4:18-21)

> Live in Community with One 
Heart, One Soul motto

> Serving the poor and vulner-
able groups in 68 countries

> Ready to serve the local Church 
in places most in need of  
personnel

Please contact:
Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde, CSSp
E-mail: nkosinathimichael@ymail.com
Cell: 072 918 6192
PO Box 318 Mohlakeng 1760
OR
Fr Ikechukwu Onoyima, CSSp
Email: aikon2x@hotmail.com
Cell: 071 457 2240
PO Box 179 Westonaria 1780

The 2016 Matrics in all their  
finery, ready to party! 

On 5 May, Assump-
tion Convent’s grade 
9 classes was privil-
eged to attend the 
annual memorial 
service dedicated to 
the six million Jews 
who perished in the 
holocaust.  This took 
place under the auspices of the 
South African Jewish Board of 
Deputies at the Martyr’s 
Monument at West Park 
Cemetery. The proceedings were 
very special, with haunting and 
beautiful renditions by the cantor 
and accompanist, the violinist and 
the choral ensemble. The testa-
ment given by a retired professor 

Holy Rosary School held its matric dance on Saturday, 7 May. Seen here 
are the girls in their traditional photo taken after the much-anticipated 
fashion show where they modelled their dresses for the school on the 
Monday morning.

Matric 
 Dance
Matric 
 Dance

Honouring those who 
died in the Holocaust

The grade 9s

of Wits University who had 
survived internment in a World  
War II concentration camp more 
than 70 years ago, was profoundly 
moving. The German ambassador 
to South Africa’s also gave a short, 
but heart-rendering speech. If we 
take only one memory from this 
day, it is that education, without 
humanity is meaningless.

Marinella Sousa

De La Salle Holy Cross 
College matrics spend the 
evening in ‘Venice’

Prefects 
get-together
Prefects from Assumption 
Convent and Holy Rosary get 
together to enjoy a scrumptious 
meal at Rocomamas.

On Friday, 6 May, De La 
Salle Holy Cross College 
held their 2016 matric 

dance. The theme – ‘Autumn in 
Venice’ – was a very well-kept 
secret until the night, and the hall 
was transformed into the city of 
Venice complete with canals, 
gondolas and masks.

The 2016 matrics, their 
partners and parents had an 
incredible evening and it was a 
memorable occasion for all. As  
is the school tradition, the grade 
11s fundraise, choose a theme 
and decorate the hall them-
selves. The entire school turns 
out for ‘The Oscars’ – to watch 
their matrics arrive and walk 

Below right, from left: Athol  
Murray - Deputy Head of the High 

School, Keeanu Jardim - head 
boy, Sofia Gouveia - head girl), 

Christien de Villiers - Deputy 
Head of the High School, Debbie 
Harris College Principal, Philani 

Mpofu and Taylin Weirich - Grade 
11 Dance Committee Heads.

along the red carpet to be cheered 
and admired!

The following evening, the hall 
was used for the ‘Come Back, Give 
Back Dance’. Tickets are sold to 
the parents and past pupils, and all 
money raised is donated to a 
chosen charity, along with blankets 
brought along by the guests. 

“I am so proud of our learners 
- the grade 11s outdid themselves 
and worked so hard during the 
April holidays,” said Debbie 
Harris, principal of the College. 
“Our matric dance is a very 
special tradition and every year it 
is enjoyed by everyone in the 
community.”

Pic: Marinella Sousa
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The following Priests and Deacons 
celebrate their birthdays and 

anniversaries of their ordination.  
Our Chancellor, Fr Jean-Marie 
also celebrates his birthday…

Remember them in your prayers!

Victor Kotze 28-6-59
Msgr Barney Mc Aleer 21-6-64
Michael Murphy 09-6-73
 Kieran Birmingham 29-6-75 
Martin O’Connell 10-6-78
Martin Reilly 07-6-80
 Lazlo Karpati 11-6-80
Carlos Gabriel 28-6-81
Karmelo Stric 04-6-89
 Rev Ronald Harvey 27-6-93
Taelo Kimane 05-6-04
Philip Miller 17-6-06
Elijah Otu 21-6-08
Cletus Onwudiwe 26-6-08
Ugwu Johnson 23-6-12
Godwin Garuba 23-6-12
Sean McEwen 23-6-12
Brian Mhlanga 29-6-13
Henri Denoukouia 28-6-14

 
1st Rev Kevin Kilroe
2nd Rev Victor Kotze
5th Boniface D’Souza 
10th Rev Aubrey Damster 
 Ernst Halbe
12th Sikhosiphi Mgoza
18th Kieran Birmingham 
 Rev Ronald Peters
22nd Victor Ngwenya
23rd Faustyn Jankowski
25th John De Nobrega 
 Berrnard Hession
26th Rev Ronald Harvey 
 Jean-Marie Kuzituka Did’Ho
27th Rev Herman Wiechers

3rd Joseph Luyombya
5th Rev Robert Bothma
6th Rev Neil Philipson

We Celebrate with 
our Priests

Ordinations

Birthdays in June

... and in early July

... and in early April

11

Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the 
Bible Foundation writes about 
the Word of God in response 
to the Synod call for spiritual 
growth and on-going formation.

WORD OF GOD
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10 JUNE 

Published by the Catholic Archdiocese 
of Johannesburg,  
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Catholic Bible Foundation • Phone 011 435 7488

Our Destiny

Young and old joined 
together at Westpark 
Cemetery on Saturday, 

7 May, responding to the request 
by Mother’s Voice, a support 
group for mothers of our priests 
in Johannesburg to clean the 
graves of our priests and religious. 
The event started with Mass led 
by Oblate priest, Fr Benedict 
Mahlangu which was followed by 
hard manual labour. The people 
who came to help were warm and 
positive, with representatives from 
various parishes in the Soweto 
deanery and others from as far as 
St Peter’s in Kagiso. In his homily, 
Fr Benedict said the Mass was 
held for the praying for the souls 
of the priests who once served us 
with great diligence and who took 
care of our spiritual nourishment, 
as well as administering the 
sacraments to us and our family 
members and who ensure that we 
understood the Catholic faith.

The Mass was also a thanks-

giving one for the services 
rendered by the religious.

As part of the physical work, 
Fikile Mlotshwa said she was 
‘doing her bit’, referring to the 
deeds of praying for the dead and 
cleaning their graves, something 
which the Pope called us to do in 
this Jubilee Year of Mercy. 
All enjoyed a picnic after the 
cleaning drive at the graveyard. 
Mother’s Voice appeals to all 
to come and join them again in 
November when they return to 
Westpark to do more cleaning. 
They also thanked all those who 
were unable to attend but donated 
flowers, eats and drinks for those 
that were able to go and help 
clean up. The date for the next 
clean-up will be announced in 
ADNews and on Radio Veritas.

Lebo WA Majahe

A spiritual experience cleaning the 
graves of our priests and religious

For advert enquiries  
send message to:  
adnewsadverts 

@catholicjhb.org.za

Happy Birthday, Archbishop George
Residents and staff at Little Eden, Elvira Rota Village gathered to sing 
happy birthday to Emeritus Archbishop George Daniel as he turned 
83 years old. His Grace was showered with delicious eats and birthday 
cards made by the residents.                                           Nichollette Muthige 

Top: The group which gathered 
to clean up the graves.

Above: Fr Benedict Mahlangu hard 
at work.
Avove left: A picnic after cleaning…

Some 2500 years ago the  
person who wrote chapters 
40-50 of Isaiah was  

convinced of a profound truth.
I took you from the ends of the 

Earth, from the farthest corners I 
called you. I said, “You are my 
servant; I have chosen you and 
have not rejected you.” (Is 41: 9) So 
important is this that he repeats it. 
Thus says the Lord, who made you, 
who formed you in the womb and 
who will help you, “Do not be 
afraid, O Jacob, my servant whom 
I have chosen.” (Is 44: 2)

Writing about 100 AD the author 
of John’s Gospel takes us deeper 
into this truth. “You did not choose 
me, I chose you and appointed you 
to go and bear fruit that will last, 
so that whatever you ask the 
Father in my name he will give 
you. This I command you: love one 
another.” (John 15: 16 – 17)

If we had the opportunity to 
page through God’s family photo 
album we would note that each 
succeeding generation distinctly 
resembles our “ancestor” God.

In his first letter John expands 
on this truth. 1How great is the 
love the Father has lavished on us, 
that we should be called children 
of God! And that is what we are! 
The reason the world does not 
know us is that it did not know 
him. 2Dear friends, now we are 
children of God, and what we will 
be has not yet been made known. 
But we know that when he appears, 
we shall be like him, for we shall 
see him as he is. (1 John 3: 1 – 2)

14Those who are led by the Spirit 
of God are sons of God. 15For you 
did not receive a spirit that makes 
you a slave to fear, but you 
received the Spirit of sonship. With 
him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16The 
Spirit himself testifies that we are 
God’s children. 17Now if we are 
children, then we are heirs, heirs 
of God and co-heirs with Christ. 
We share in his sufferings in order 
that we may also share in his 
glory. (Romans 8: 14 – 17) 

Paul continues, Be imitators of 
God, as dearly beloved children. 
That you may become blameless 
and pure, children of God without 

fault. (Ephesians 5: 1 and Philippians 
2: 15)

Recently I received a letter dated 
1 May 103. I quote from it. 

7Dear friend, 
Let us love one another, for love 

comes from God. Everyone who 
loves has been born of God and 
knows God. 8Whoever does not 
love does not know God, because 
God is love. 9This is how God 
showed his love among us: He sent 
his one and only Son into the 
world that we might live through 
him. 

11Dear friend, since God so 
loved us, we also ought to love one 
another. If we love one another, 
God lives in us and his love is 
made complete in us. 13We know 
that we live in him and he in us, 
because he has given us His Spirit. 
15If anyone acknowledges that 
Jesus is the Son of God, God lives 
in Him and He in God. 16And so 
we know and rely on the love God 
has for us. God is love. Whoever 
lives in love lives in God, and God 
in him. In this world we are like him. 

19We love because he first loved 
us. 20If anyone says, “I love God,” 
yet hates his brother, he is a liar. 
For anyone who does not love his 
brother, whom he has seen, cannot 
love God, whom he has not seen. 
21He has given us this command: 
Whoever loves God must also love 
his brother. (1 John 4: 7 – 21)

Shalom, John.
PS Paul reminds us.
1As God’s fellow workers we 

urge you not to neglect the grace 
of God that you have received. 

6We prove that we are God’s ser-
vants in our purity, understanding 
(knowledge), patience and kind-
ness; by the Spirit of holiness in 
sincere love; 7in truthful speech 
and in the power of God; with 
weapons of righteousness (holi-
ness) in our right hand and in the 
left.  (1 Cor 6: 1, 7 - 8)

Come, let us “Sing a new song 
to the Lord, for he has done  
marvellous things.” (Ps 98: 1)
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On 27 April, the youth of  
St Anthony of Padua, Evaton 

West held a sports day at the  
parish. They played various games 
like chess, soccer and traditional 
ones including matini, kgati,  
mgusha and dibeke. The aim of the 
event was to unite the youth of 
the parish so they could be one 
thing ... #unity is power.

Pics: Pruvinance Moeketsi Bohope

New CWL 
executive

The incoming executive of 
the Catholic Women’s League 
(CWL) of St Joseph’s, Primrose, 
from left: Deputy President – 
Toni Cunningham, President – 
Graziella Moreira, Secretary – 
Genni Rogers and Treasurer – 
Gabriella Marsella    

Pic: Anna Accolla   

The South Hills commun-
ity recently experienced 
a buzz of activity when 

the faithful from far and wide 
attended a four-day ministry by 
the well-known Fr Colin Bowes. 
An exorcist from the diocese of 
De Aar in Cape Town, Fr Bowes’ 
sessions began on Tuesday,  
26 April and ended in the early 
hours of Saturday, 30 April. 
Healing services were held at 
Our Lady of Fatima, South Hills 
and Our Lady of Lourdes, City 
Deep.

Parishioners claimed that they 
were spiritually uplifted through 
deliverance and confession. 

Noordgesig 
celebrates a 
jubilee

Pentecost

Sr Nadine

Little Sisters of Jesus and Fr Hubert 
Obaedo and Fr Innocent Daniel

On 23 April, St Andrew’s 
Noordgesig celebrated Little 

Sister of Jesus, Nadine golden 
jubilee and the centenary of  
Br Charles de Foucauld’s death.

A beautiful Mass was celebrated 
with angelic singing by the choir. 
Fr Sergio Lorenzini delivered the 

homily which focused on Jesus of 
Nazareth. 

“Why did Jesus stay so long in 
Nazareth, doing ‘nothing’ 
apparently? He just wanted to be 
a human being like us and that is 
how He saved us,” he said.

The hall was beautifully 
decorated with old photos of 
Noordgesig and of Little Sisters 
all over the world.

A power point presentation 
about the life of Br Charles and 
the Little Sisters was shown. 
Claude Vergie spoke about the lay 
fraternity of Charles de Foucauld.

Lunch was prepared by the 
working group of St Andrew’s 
and was appreciated by everyone.

Sr Nadine has spent most of 
her life in Noordgesig. 

Unity is PowerUnity is Power

Dominican Sisters’ assembly 
ahead of 800th year jubilee
Dominican Sisters’ assembly 
ahead of 800th year jubilee

Dominican Sisters who attended the Assembly

The King Dominican Sisters 
from the SA District held an 
assembly at La Verna Retreat 

Centre at the Vaal. It was facilitated 
by Sr Shelagh Mary Waspe HF.

Focus was not only on the King 
Dominicans, but all Dominicans 
throughout the world who are 
celebrating the 800th Jubilee Year of 
the Dominican Order. Several 
celebrations have been planned for 
this year with Dominicans through-
out the country.  Emphasis is being 
placed on thanksgiving for 800 
years of Dominican preaching, 
reconciliation and renewal.

A presentation of a beautiful 
reflection on ‘Mercy’ was given by 
Bernie Mullen. There was also a 
presentation and discussion on COP 
21 and the implications for South 
Africa with reflections on the 
Laudato Si.

Sr Mary Tuck op

Above: Fr Colin Bowes with Frs 
Jorge Guerra and Gerardo Garcia.

Left: Fr Colin Bowes with twins 
Kayla and Kirsten and Michael

Four-day ministry 
in South Hills

People brought lots of candles, 
salt and water to be blessed. 

In between his demanding 
schedule, Fr Bowes conducted 
counselling sessions at the Look 
Forward Creativity Centre, an 
orphanage for abandoned, abused 
and neglected children. The 
centre was the hub of his 
ministrations and whenever he is 
in Johannesburg and available, 
the priest stops by and prays 
specially for the children. While 
at the centre, he was briefly 
visited by current and former 
priests of Our Lady of Fatima, 
Frs Jorge Guerra and Gerardo 
Garcia. The priests are very 
involved in the running of the 
centre and dedicate a lot of time 
and patience to the little ones.

Currently, preparations 
are underway at the

orphanage for the 9th annual 
general meeting on 3 June as 
well as a charity golf day to be 
held at Glenvista Country Club 
on 23 September. Various 
fundraising activities are hosted 
throughout the year. The 
proceeds go towards the mainte-
nance of the property and 
improving the lives of the 
children.             Yuresha Perumal

Fr Boniface Dsouza invokes the 
Holy spirit through a powerful and 
spiritually-uplifting adoration 
on Sunday, 15 May St Joseph’s, 
Actonville.


