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St Theresa, Zondi celebrated the feast of St Theresa on 2 October with a 
bang. Visitors included sisters from the Companions of St Angela, as well 
as Fr Abbie Tlhapi who preached during Mass.          Styles Makhoba

Feast of St Theresa

 Bishop Duncan Tsoke, Auxiliary bishop of  

Johannesburg, is the first to receive the priestly 

blessing of the newly-ordained Fr Matthew 

Charlesworth SJ. Fr Russel Pollitt SJ, Director of  

the Jesuit Institute is in the background.
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“Maybe that’s me” 

thought the young 
Deneys Williamson at 

his confirmation when Archbishop 
Buti asked each family to consider 
giving a child to the church.  
Fr Deneys thanked the Archbishop 
for ordaining him, and for those 
words, in his homily 12 years ago 
in the very same church. It had 
been a ‘long, long journey’ 
responded a visibly-moved Arch-
bishop Buti. “I am grateful that 
this day has come.”

Fr Deneys Williamson, who was 
ordained on Saturday, 8 October, 
also thanked his parents, Arthur 
and Sue Williamson, who were 
Rosebank parishioners for many 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale presents newly-ordained diocesan priest 
Fr Deneys Molteno Williamson to the Congregation at Church of the 
Immaculate Conception, Rosebank.
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A dream come true for 
the new Fr Deneysyears for their support.

“There are no words to thank 
my family,” he said.

Fr Deneys attended St David’s 
Marist Inanda after which he 
obtained a liberal arts degree from 
St Thomas Aquinas College in 
New York, US.

Once he was accepted as a 
candidate for the priesthood by 
the Archdiocese, Fr Deneys 
became a seminarian in Rome, 
studying at the Pontifical Univers-
ity of the Holy Cross under Opus 
Dei. He has been assisting  
Fr Tony Nunes in the parish since 
his return.

The candidate for ordination to 
the priesthood was presented to 

the Archbishop by the Vicar for 
Vocations, Fr Malesela Dikgale, 
who vouched for his worthiness. 
The Archbishop then addressed the 
candidate and the congregation.  
He spoke about a priest as an 
‘other Christ’, not only a follower 
or representative of Christ. To deny 
the priest as Christ would be to 
empty the priesthood of its full 
meaning, he said.

 After assuring Deneys that the 
resources of the church were avail-
able to him to sustain and grow as 
Christ, he also warned of suffering 
for the sake of the gospel. The 

Archbishop urged him to live in 
the ‘joy of love’ as urged by Pope 
Francis and to be just a dispenser 
of mercy. 

“Do not forget today’s commit-
ment and the reasons for it.  
“Do not lose the shine.”

After pledging respect and 
obedience to the Archbishop, 
Deneys prostrated himself before 
the altar while the Rosebank 
parish led the singing of the 
Litany of Saints.

The Rite of Ordination is rich 
in outward signs of inward grace 
as the candidate is vested, 
anointed and embraced by his 
brother priests.

Afterwards a light luncheon 
was served in St Teresa’s High 
School hall. Deneys’ father 
Arthur admires his son’s courage 
and humility. “I can proudly say, 
‘My son is a lover!’”

Judy Stockill

Fr Graham Pugin SJ, parish 
priest and university chaplain, 
welcomed a congregation of 

parishioners and visitors to Holy 
Trinity, Braamfontein on Friday  
23 September for the ordination  
to the priesthood of Matthew 
Charlesworth.

Fr Matthew has recently returned 
from his continuing studies in 
Toronto, Canada. He is now assistant 
parish priest and assistant chaplain 
for the universities of the Witwaters-
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‘You become a minister to a 
broken, wounded humanity,  
as you share in its frailty and 
violence’ – Bishop Duncan

rand and Johannesburg.
In his homily to the candidate  

for the priesthood, Bishop Duncan 
spoke of the challenge of bringing 
Christ, who brings hope to the 
students and the #FeesMustFall 
activists.

 “Matthew, this evening, you 
become a priest, a minister of that 
peace of the risen Christ. Like all 
clergy and religious, you become 
that minister in, and to, a broken, 
wounded humanity, as you share 

and bear, Christ-like, its frailty, 
violence, contradictions and its 
greatness,” said Bishop Duncan.  
He reminded Matthew that being a 
priest is not a solo act and that he 
could rely on the church and his 
brother priests for support.

The Bishop gave thanks for  
Matthew, for his gifts and talents that 
he had placed at service of the Arch-
diocese. He thanked Matthew’s 
mother, Jenny Charlesworth for her 
faith example.

Fr Matthew was an altar server in 
Victory Park, and later a member of 
the Association of Catholic Tertiary 
Students at Rhodes University where 
he studied information technology. He 
has also studied in London, Tanzania 
and Canada and taught in Zambia.

When ADNews asked Jenny 
Charlesworth how she felt about 
being the mother of a priest, she 
replied, “It’s quite a privilege. I’m so 
proud of him. And it is lovely to have 
him home.”                       Judy Stockill

The full text of Bishop Duncan Tsoke’s 
homily and Fr Matthew’s reply can be 
found at on Fr Matthew’s blog matthew-
charlesworth.name/2016/09/ordination/
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 Saturday 5 November  
09:30-12:30  

BOHARENG AGM 
St Vincent’s school for the Deaf, 

Melrose
RSVP: Bernie Mullen  

peterbern@mweb.co.za

Saturday 5 November 10:30-15:00
“Mary and Saints. Who are they?”
St Francis of Assisi, Vanderbijlpark

Saturday 12 November 10:30-15:00
“Mary and Saints. Who are they?”
St Martin de Porres, Orlando West

Catechetics Department

Saturday 19 November 12:00-16:00
THE BOOK OF NUMBERS

In Sight of the Promised Land 
Property of Heiresses

Holy Family College, Parktown. 

To book contact Sr Marie André Mitchell, 
marieandre@batkol.info 

or 072 250-4944.
Final unit of 10 of “Scripture in its 

Jewish context”, a Bat-Kol programme.
Plan to attend in 2017

CONFIRMATIONS

Pope’s Intentions: November
General. That the countries which take in a 

great number of displaced persons and refugees 

may find support for their efforts which show 

solidarity.
Missionary. That within parishes, priests and 

lay people may collaborate in service to the 

community without giving in to the temptation 

of discouragement.

PATRONAL FEASTS IN NOVEMBER

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday
Sung Chaplet of The Divine Mercy

Could you not spend 
 an hour with me?

Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.

Enquiries 074-193-0449

St Anne’s Home 
for Aged Women,

Edenvale, has accommodation 
available. A CWL project.

Call Sister Jean: (011) 453-4667
T&Cs apply

Randburg Gandhi Square 
18 Peter Place 3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of from 10:30-12:00 
each month from    
10:30-12:00

Donate 
Help the Culture of Life Apostolate 

help pregnant women in crisis.
Contact Raphael Lallu 

079 779-5596 / 071 832-1386
fundraising@cultureoflife.co.za

www.cultureoflife.co.za
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Community Notice Board
Community Masses

Zambian Community at 11:30 
 on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194 
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831

charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community at 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month 
Cathedral of Christ the King

Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
at 14:00 on last Sunday of each month 

St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Nigerian Community at 11:30
on 2nd Sunday of each month 

at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean 
Community in Amharic at 12:30

on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville

followed by Bible Study.
Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185

 hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Francophone Community at 11:15
on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month

Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 at

Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community 

Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu
076-211-5232

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West 
Contact Deborah Mothopeng  

082 454-4732

Deaf Community
2nd Sunday of each month

Charismatic Community
All-night vigil

from 20:00 on last Saturday of each 
month to Sunday at 05:00

Cathedral of Christ the King

Mass at OR Tambo
Sundays at 15:00 in Chapel 

Fr Arvin Tauro
+27 (061) 692-4270

Are you called to be  
a diocesan priest?

Contact Vicar for Vocations,
Fr Malesela Dikgale 
073-6707084

Join the 
discernment group

SCHOENSTATT
FAMILY MOVEMENT

 Saturdays 08:00 Mass in the Shrine
Thursdays 17:30 Exposition & Holy Hour

Sundays 12:00 Exposition 
1st Saturday of the month 07:00  

Covenant Hour, Rosary and Meditation

CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD
BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446

Edenvale – 011 609 7246
First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of 
Blessed Sacrament 1 hour before at  

Our Lady of the Angels Chapel.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00  

10 St Anne Road, Hurlyvale, Edenvale.

Society for the Care of Persons with Mental Handicap

Join the Archdiocesan News 
group and get up-to-date 
notices.

Saturday 19 November

SPRED 
Thanksgiving Mass

CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533 

or adoptions@mweb.co.za

www.adoptions.org.za

Adoption, 
the loving option.

Terms and conditions apply.

Confirmations

3rd St Martin de Porres, Craighall Park (1948); 
 Orlando West (1947); Toekomsrus(1978)
4th St Charles Borromeo, Victory Park (1947)
6th  All Saints, Ennerdale(1981)
15th St Albert, Vosloorus (1932)
20th Christ the King, Cathedral, (1961); Kristo 
 Nkosi, Kwa Thema (1953); Orlando East (1938).
22nd St Cecilia sodality.
30th  St Andrew, Noordgesig (1950)

Young people will receive the sacrament of confirmation in 
November at the following parishes. Pray for them.
Sat 5 17:30 Our Lady of Peace Roodepoort
Sun 6 08:00 St Francis Xavier Evaton
Sat 12 17:00 St Dominic Boksburg
Sun 13 10:00 Our Lady of the Lebanon Mulbarton
Fri 18 18:00 St Patrick La Rochelle
Sat 19 17:00 St Dominic Boksburg
Sun 20 09:30 St Joseph Actonville
Sun 20 10:00 Sacred Heart Palm Ridge
Sun 27 09:00 St Francis of Assisi Vanderbijlpark

Family Life Theme
Family theme for 2016 is  

“The Year of Mercy and the Family. 
November – Mercy leads Suffering 

to Celebration.”   
www.marfam.org.za

Sunday 13 November 10:00-15:00

Day of Reflection for those 
who are Widowed.  

Concludes with Mass.
Bring and share lunch.

Salesian Centre, 66 Nelson Rd, 
Booysens. 

Bookings Toni 0825521275 or 
homefun@icon.co.za

Saturday 19 November 13:00
APC General Meeting

Cathedral Small Hall.
All PPC Chairpersons 
are invited to attend.

 The Archdiocesan Pastoral 
Council

Free Notices
Send event notices by 10th to  
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.
The next issue of ADNews 

4 December

Abortion warning
The pill can abort. See www.

epm.org/static/uploads/
downloads/bcpill.pdf. Catholic 

users must be told to save their 
souls and their unborn infants. 

082-609-6919

Sunday 6 November 15:00
Year of Mercy

Eucharistic Procession
Start St Patrick’s, Benoni

process to
St Joseph’s, Actonville

for Mass, preaching, prayer for 
peace and our country, witness 

and mercy.
Fr Boniface 074-750-2932

Saturday 12 November 10:00-12:00
Book Launch “The Church 
We Want: African Catholic 

Theologians look to Vatican III”
Speaker Dr Nontando Hadebe

Immaculate Conception, Rosebank
RSVP WAACSA, Douglas, 

dmirvine@mweb.co.za

Friday-Sunday 25-27 November
Catholic Nurses Guild retreat

conducted by Fr Smilo Mngadi
Carmelite Retreat Centre, Boksburg.

All nurses invited.
 Contact Gloria Stemar 078598-0984
Puseletso Maruping-083-865-3009

Saturday 26 November 09:00
Deanery Coordinators Meeting

Cathedral
Catechetics department

Saturday 26 November 12:00
CATECHISTS’ 

THANKSGIVING MASS
ALL WELCOME

Cathedral of Christ the King

27 November
1st Sunday of Advent

Saturday 3 December
Marian Pilgrimage

24-26 February 2017
Festival of flowers, music  
and art for the praise and 

glory of God and all creation.
Church of the Resurrection, 

Bryanston
Contact Pam pamf@wfhe.co.za 

or 072-421-6450

On Saturday, 17 September, a number of Holy 
Rosary’s grade 11 girls received the sacrament 
of confirmation at St Therese, Edenvale. Seen 
here are, back from left: Bernadean Farinha, 
Matilda De Freitas, Kyla Pullen, Lianna Bertolini, 
Robyn Knowles, Samantha Whelan, Caitlyn  
Medcalf, Helena Da Costa, Patricia Zongololo. 
Middle: Gabriella Martin, Callista Serraô, Jordan 
Hammond, Caitlin de la Roche. Front: Gemma 
Whiffler, Calista Gallwey and Mrs Sharon Meyer 
(High School HOD: Religion). Absent: Nayma 
Nunes who was confirmed in her own parish.

   Deidre Alcock

 The group of 57 candidates that  
received the sacrament of confirmation at  
St Charles, Victory Park presided over by  

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale.
The candidates, the Archbishop, three 

priests, one deacon and a packed-to-capacity 
parish, which, together with the ‘master of 
ceremonies’ Fr James Ralston, made the 

evening a blessed memorable event. 
Gino Zambetti

Young members 
become adult 
Catholic Christians

It was a memorable day at  
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville as 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, on  

25 September, conferred the sacra-
ment of confirmation on eight 
members of the parish.

During the Eucharistic celebration, 
the Archbishop had three of the 
confirmands read their letters of 
commitment to the parishioners. 
They said, among other things, that 
they had learnt more about the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit and the need to 
live good Christian life by bearing 
the fruits of the Holy Spirit in their 
lives.  

In his homily, the Archbishop 
challenged the candidates to know 
more about St Francis of Assisi, 
Blessed Benedict Daswa and Mother 
Teresa.    Sr Mary Cecilia Anawanti EHJ

Edenvale

Victory Park

Holy Rosary School

St Therese, Edenvale, recently cele-
brated as the parish’s young people 
received the sacrament of confirmation.

Under the protection of a guard of 
honour provided by the local Council of 
the Knights of Da Gama, Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale presided.

Rev Fr Joseph Leathem assisted, 
along with our two deacons Revs Tony 
Bishop and Dennis Gregory.

Pics by Barbara K Gregory
Archbishop Buti with 

Florence Gitonga.

With Archbishop Buti is 
Claudio De Abreu Cardoso.

The confirmands with the Archbishop 
and Fr Ernest Kabungo CMM.

Chancery

011 402-6400

For all departments

www.catholicjhb.org.za
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

Flower Power!

Do you have a question  
about the Liturgy?

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 

• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

A reader writes that she has a 
friend whose flower arrangements 
are sometimes criticised by fellow 
parishioners! She would like to 
know if there are any official 
guidelines that will help decorators 
and critics alike.

Where can we find the Church’s 
instructions for flowers in the 
church?

While a lot of opinions about  
flower arranging can be found on 
the internet, these are usually  
personal raves or rants, some of 
which are very unkind! There is no 
official document on flowers and 
liturgical decoration. It is actually 
quite difficult to find any universal 
guidelines besides a couple of  
paragraphs in the General Instruc-
tion on the Roman Missal and the 
Ceremonial of Bishops. 

What do these official documents 
say?

Flowers may be used for decora-
tion. They are nice to have, but 
they are not necessary in as much 
as they do not touch the validity of 
our liturgical rites. Most of what is 
written about flowers is in connec-
tion with the liturgical year.

Flowers are forbidden during 
Lent, except for Laetare Sunday 
and on solemnities and feasts that 
fall during Lent (e.g.: The 
Annunciation of the Lord). Flowers 
are not displayed on All Souls’ 
Day and at Masses for the dead, 
with the exception of funeral 
Masses. During Advent, those who 
decorate the church should be 
moderate, being careful not to  
pre-empt the joy and splendour of 
Christmas.

Another important consideration 
is that flowers do not belong on the 
surface of the altar, and they 
should never obscure people’s 
view of the altar. Apparently this is 
a big problem in the USA at 
Christmas when florists like to 
stack ranks of potted poinsettias in 
front of the altar! 

Fresh flowers are so expensive. 
What about using artificial  
flowers?

This debate can really get people 
stirred up! On one hand, we want 
to ensure that our decorations are 
always authentic and tasteful, but 
such judgements depend on cul-
ture, time and place. I once attend-
ed a parish Mass in India where 
there was a battery-operated, fibre 
optic, artificial pot plant next to the 
tabernacle. All during the liturgy 
the “buds” opened and closed once 
every thirty seconds! Authentic and 
in good taste? I leave you to 
decide!

In his booklet United Methodist 
Altars: A Guide for the 
Congregation, the author Hoyt 
Hickman has very good advice on 
this issue: “Since flowers symbol-
ize the resurrection, and in keeping 

According to Erga Migrantes 
caritas Christi, Pastoral care of 

migrants and refugees means 
welcome, respect, protection, 
promotion and genuine love of 
every person in his or her religious 
and cultural expressions. 

Following the appointment of 
parish pastoral councils, where 
different apostolates were elected, 
many representatives of Depart-
ment of Pastoral Care for Migrants 
and Refugees indicated the need 
for formation day. 

This took place on 8 October at 
the Cathedral Hall boardroom. As 
people entered, head of depart-
ment, Sr Maria de Lurdes Lodi 
Rissini mscs welcomed the partici-
pants by saying: “Good morning,  
I am happy to see you. Would you 
like to have coffee, water?” 

When we welcome strangers in 
parishes, people are likely to feel at 
home, she said. The department 
offers assistance to not only Catho-
lics, but people of all religions.

“We are called to respect their 
religion, identity, cultural, lingu-
istic and cultural expression,”  
she said.

The Episcopal Vicar for the 
department, Fr Ivaldo Bettin sc 
opened with a prayer and a video 
about a story of mercy. 

The department is run by the 
Scalabrinian fathers and sisters. 

Fr Ivaldo gave a brief history of 
their founder, Blessed John Baptist 
Scalabrini. He said shoes are a 
symbol of their congregation as 
they represent people on the move. 

Sr Therese Musoa mscs and 
volunteer Bienvenu Boleko spoke 
of the staff experiences in 
interviewing refugees when they 
come to the department for help. 
Theirs is not to judge and condemn 

but to advise by looking at the 
holistic needs of a person/ family, 
she said.

The department partners with 
organisations such as Bienvenu 
Shelter, Jesuit Refugee Service, 
Mother Teresa Home and Depart-
ment of Home Affairs.

Ace Maunatlala from the 
Department of Home Affairs and 
volunteer at Pastoral Care fielded 
questions on refugee policies and 
international migration.  

The department will have its 
annual Christmas celebration with 
refugees on 1 December. Pastoral 
Care encourages people to join 
them at the next formation day 
which will be announced in due 
course.                   

Lerato Mohone  

Some of the participants of the formation.

Pastoral Care for 
Migrants and 

Refugees parish 
representatives 

workshop

Catechists, Phetheni Vilakazi, Ramona Pillay, Veronica  
Mofokeng, Nthoto Mbanani and Lesleen Harris.

As a catechist, you should be creative and use 
symbols to help people understand better, said  
Fr Paul Beukes OMI. This is exactly what he did 

when he made a presentation on the sacraments of the 
church in September.

Sacraments are an outward sign of an inward grace 
instituted by Christ, he said. The seven sacraments of the 
church are baptism, confirmation, Holy Eucharist/
communion, penance/reconciliation/confession, 
anointing of the sick, holy matrimony/marriage and holy 
orders/priesthood.

“In addition to the seven, I would like to add two other 
sacraments – Jesus – because the seven sacraments flow 
from Him and the church – because it dispenses 
sacraments,” said Fr Paul.

Symbols of the sacrament of baptism are water, oil of 
chrism, oil of catechumens and paschal candle.  

Sacraments make us better Christians. They were 
instituted by Jesus and are meant to bring us back to 
God, he said. It is important to be able to give a scripture 
verse when talking about sacraments, Fr Paul said. All 
sacraments can be found in the Bible. One might not 

My Catholic Faith SESSION 6

Sacraments of  
the Church

find the terminology as we know it, however, when 
you read John 6 Jesus says: ‘This is my body ... this is 
my blood ... the church came up with the term 
Eucharist  – when we refer to the Eucharist every- 
body knows what we are talking about.

Sacraments can be separated into three groups:
• Sacraments of initiation: baptism, Eucharist and 

confession
• Sacraments of healing: reconciliation and anointing 

of the sick
• Sacraments of service: holy orders and marriage

Only a bishop can administer all seven sacraments 
because he has the fullness of priesthood. A priest can 
administer six save for priesthood/holy orders.

A deacon may only administer the sacraments of 
baptism and marriage.

Teaching catechesis is a labour of love, he said.
Fr Paul took the opportunity to thank and 

commend catechists for being “our hands and feet”.     
 “We know you are not paid, however, without you, 

our faith would not be handed down from generation 
to generation. I came to know Jesus and what sacra-
ments are through a catechist. Keep up the good 
work,” he said.                                   Lerato Mohone

with the principle of integrity, no 
type of artificial flower or plant is 
appropriate to the environment of 
worship.” The ‘principle of integ-
rity’ means that “everything 
should express to the worshiper 
the qualities of truth, integrity, 
simplicity, and purity. Anything 
that expresses falseness or pre-
tence, or that is gaudy or cheaply 
ornate, should be avoided.”

The Catholic Church is not as 
strict as Hickman. Flowers made 
from silk and other natural fabrics 
have a place in some Mediter-
ranean cultures and have been 
allowed in church, though these 
same places have never accepted 
flowers made of porcelain, glass 
or plastic. Modern silk flowers can 
be so realistic that you have to feel 
them to know the difference. I 
have seen them used very crea-
tively, especially when mixed with 
real flowers and greenery. It 
would be a pity, however, if these 
resulted in lazy flower arrangers. 
No one is fooled by a bouquet that 
endures for weeks and weeks, 
gathering dust. No flowers would 
be better than dusty, fake flowers!
In their Year 2000 document on 
art and architecture, Built of 
Living Stones, the Catholic bish-
ops of the United States say that 
flower arrangements should be 
placed in such a way that they 
draw the eye to the centres of 
liturgical action (the altar, ambo 
and presidential chair), but with-
out overwhelming them. There is 
no need to restrict flowers to the 
sanctuary – other places in the 
church may be decorated just so 
long as there is no restriction to 
people’s ease of movement or 
lines of sight.

Obviously the shape and space 
in each parish church dictates the 
size of the flower arrangements.  
A modern, open sanctuary in a 
fan-shaped church can handle a 
couple of big bouquets which  
create the “wow factor” for every-
one. A long, thin building may do 
better with small bunches tied to 
the ends of the pews, or hanging 
from the side windows at regular 
intervals. This will help let all feel 
that they are connected to the 
sanctuary which might have only 
enough space for a small bouquet 
on either side of the altar.

In the end, however, life’s too 
short to fight about flowers: “A 
voice says, ‘Call out.’ Then he 
answered, ‘What shall I call out?’ 
All flesh is grass, and all its love-
liness is like the flower of the 
field.” Isaiah 40:6
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WAYS INTO PRAYER

Getting to know Jesus 
is a risky business
Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South 
Africa, explores Ignatian Spirituality.

Recently I was invited to a 
meeting of women theolo-
gians. Not unsurprisingly, 

many of them were ministers in 
other churches. During our discus-
sion, the topic of preaching about 
having a personal relationship with 
Jesus came up, and some of them 
expressed their problems with this 
concept. 

For me, rooted in the Ignatian 
tradition, I was struck by how dif-
ferently I understand this idea of a 
personal relationship with Jesus 
and its consequences. As I lis-
tened, I began to hear that their 
fear was rooted in their experience 
that, when people claim a personal 
relationship with Jesus, it seems to 
cocoon them from having to deal 
with the harsh realities of the 
world. This might be summarised 
as a personal relationship that is 
about me and God and my ulti-
mate salvation.

In my experience Jesus draws us 
into a personal relationship in 
order to make us more aware of 

the world that He so loves. A 
world that He loved so much that 
he was prepared to die for its sal-
vation. To put it in the words of a 
Jesuit who once lectured me, we 
are called to look at the world with 
the eyes of God, with big eyes, to 
see everything that Jesus sees. 
Then we are also called to prayer, 
to action and to respond. Out of 
our friendship with God, we are 
called to collaborate with God in 
bringing about God’s kingdom. 
We are called to live with courage, 
we are called to think of those 
who are vulnerable, who are at the 
margins of society. 

The gospels are full of challeng-
es, reminding people not to be 
obsessed with their own wealth, 
prestige or safety, but to live gen-
erously for others. However, we 
are not all called in the same way. 
As I think of some of the people 
who have crossed my path over 
the years, I have seen people who 
have a passion for justice for refu-
gees, or for environmental aware-

ness. I have met people whose 
clear vocation is to work with the 
elderly, or with children with 
multiple disabilities. I have seen 
people whose lives are high-pow-
ered and others who live in rela-
tive obscurity. Yet there is a com-
mon theme of generosity, of a 
loving response to God’s people, 
to God’s creation that I see as a 
fruit of their lived relationship 
with Jesus.

Meeting these people, hearing 
their stories constantly challenges 
me in my walk with the Lord. 
How do I respond to God’s ongo-
ing invitation? Only by being 
open to God’s desire for me. Over 
the years I have found the follow-
ing prayer of St Ignatius to be a 
good way of deepening my own 
openness to God’s invitation in 
my life and so I would like to 
share it with you this month. 

‘Lord teach me to be generous,
Teach me to serve you as you 

deserve;
To give and not to count the 

cost,
To fight and not to heed the 

wounds,
To toil and not to seek for rest,
To labour and not to ask for 

reward,
Save of knowing that I do your 
will. Amen’ .

The Soweto Deanery Youth 
Forum organised an Exam 
Mass which took place on  

2 October and which was hosted 
by St Martin’s de Porres, Orlando 
West. This started with ice-
breaking activities facilitated by 
Poppy Mazibuko and Nhlanhla 
Mdlalose from Leaders in Action. 
Petitions written by the youth were 
glued to the Cross and burned so 
they could take the form of “an 
incense which, before God, rises 
like prayer : Psalm 141:2”.

Parish priest, Fr Bruce Botha SJ 

Presenting 
petitions 

before God. 

Soweto Deanery’s Exam Mass

and youth chaplain, Fr Patrick 
Dladla celebrated Mass. Calling to 
mind the #FeesMustFall movement, 
Fr Bruce invited students to spare 
a thought and pray for the “divi-
sion, violence and protest taking 
place at universities. Let us pray 
for the best solution for the 
students, universities and our 
country,” he said.

“Prayer is not magic. You cannot 
neglect your studies and expect to 
pass at the end of the year. 
Studying is not easy. However, 
just like God is saying to Hab-

bakkuk in today’s first reading, 
‘write down your vision. Because 
this vision is for an appointed 
time; it will not fail but will be 
fulfilled in due time’. Present this 
vision to Him, study seriously, 
pray hard and you will pass cum 
laude,” said Fr Patrick.

Mashudu Malimagovha gave 
counsel on National Student 
Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) 
and other bursaries. He spoke of 
bursaries offered by companies 
and by the Gauteng Department  
of Education for the top three 
students in each school. 

Bongiwe Khumalo presented on 
how to study effectively. “Every-
body has their own trusted way of 
studying and what I am presenting 
is from a psychological perspec-
tive. Therefore, it does not over-
write your technique.”    

She explained that a person’s 
concentration span is 40 minutes. 
So take breaks, she advised. 
Practise past papers – it will give 
you confidence and decrease 
anxiety. Make what you are 
studying relatable and practical 
and – invoke the Holy Spirit,  
St John Bosco, Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph.                    Lerato Mohone 

 The feast of St Anthony of Padua is 
on 13 June. However, at St Anthony 
of Padua, Evaton West, it was 
decided to have the celebration 
during a warmer month, and on a 
Sunday close to the celebration of 
the new church’s one-year anni-
versary, so it happened on 2 Oct-
ober. Participants were from various 
sodalities and groups in the church. 
The Children of Mary presented a 
dance item, the youth drama, the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and  
St Anne’s ladies delivered a  
tradi-tional Sesotho dance. 

The church choir, St Cecilia and 

Celebrating the Feast of  
St Anthony of Padua

Launch of the Gender Based 
Violence campaign

St Angela, Dobsonville launched the gender based violence cam-
paign on Sunday, 18 September. In the picture is Fr Francis Muturi 
and members of the Justice and Peace group.

the parish’s Ratanang Men’s club 
also performed. Fr Sergio Lorenzini, 
the priest-in-charge was the 
principal celebrant after being away 
for four weeks in his home country, 
Chile. 

He gave each group a gift. After 
Mass, children had fun on jumping 
castles. It was a memorable day.

Thanks were given to the parish 
finance council and parish pastoral 
council for the great job they did 
and for making sure the day was a 
success.

Pruvinance Moeketsi Bohope

Khaya Tshabalala 
playing the violin

Naledi Moeti motivates  
the youth.
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Climate change is a universal 
challenge and Pope Francis 

sees it as a major threat to life on 
the planet needing attention hence 
his repeated calls for honest 
dialogue and urgent action about 
our environment.

On 1 October, the Department of 
Justice and Peace hosted six mem-
bers of Catholic Youth Network for 
Environmental Sustainability in 
Africa (CYNESA) in the media room. 

CYNESA came about as a 
response to St Pope John Paul II’s 
1990 message for World Day of 
Peace in which he called for the 
need to upscale ecological 
awareness and to find fitting 

expression in 
concrete 
programmes 
and initiatives. 

This inspired 
young people 
across Africa to 
collaborate in 

responding to this invitation.  
Roselyne Thirikwa said that while 

visiting Soweto, she saw similarities 
in environmental challenges that are 
faced in her home country, Kenya. 

At the heart of Laudato Si is the 
question: “What kind of world do we 
want to leave to those who come 
after us, to children who are now 
growing up?”

Reflecting on this, Roselyne 
continued: “The pangolin has earned 
the unfortunate label of   “the most 
trafficked mammal” in the world and 
has been declared endangered. 
Because it seems exotic, people 
believe it has potent healing powers. 
It is trafficked for its meat, body 

Catholic youth for 
environmental 
sustainability

parts and scales. When it is 
threatened, it rolls itself into a ball 
to protect itself making it easy for 
people to capture it. 

She asked: “When was the last 
time you saw a butterfly freely 
fluttering about? At this rate, our 
children will only read about butter-
flies as we read about dinosaurs.”  

Allen Ottaro said they've strug-
gled to secure funds, but that 
hadn't stopped them from forging 
ahead and producing newsletters 
documenting their work. An 
unsolicited sponsor came across 
their newsletter and decided to 
fund them. 

Head of the Department of 
Justice and Peace, Joseph Dube said 
his department would like to 
cooperate with CYNESA to establish 
a Chapter of the organisation in the 
Archdiocese. Interested youth can 
contact the Justice and Peace 
Department on 011 4026400.

Lerato Mohone

Environmental activists

5

Date:
Saturday 26 November 2016

Venue:
Holy Angels, Bez Valley

Time: 09:30 – 14:00

 Justice and Peace Members

ANNUAL
GENERAL
CONFERENCE

RSVP: Tebogo Masunyane
(011)402-6400 / 073 743 6136

The parish of Our Lady of 
Victories, Dobsonville cele-
brated its feast on 9 October. 

Parish priest Fr Francis Xavier 
Barongo AJ and Fr Sebastian Angu 
AJ, who is in the Archdiocese for 
medical treatment, celebrated Mass. 
They were assisted by Rev Bernard 
Khasu.

Also celebrating with the parish 
was Sr Michael from the Compan-
ions of St Angela.

Fr Xavier remarked: “It may be an 
ordinary Sunday, but for us we are 
celebrating parish feast. We thank 
Our Lady who intercedes and prays 
with us. Through the Rosary, we pray 
for those who have lapsed, and the 
weak, for God to give them strength. 
We pray for those committed to God 
to give them strength to continue 
His work.

“We also thank God for our own 
strength and victories.”  

In his homily Fr Sebastian said: 
“The readings speak of weaknesses 
and sicknesses. But they also speak 
about how God healed people  
when they sought help. He is ready 
to touch and heal us.

“Mary has won many victories 
through people who are praying the 
Rosary sincerely. It is an effective 

Feast of 
Our Lady 
of Victories

Above: Fr Sebastian, Fr Xavier and  
Sr Michael with parishioners.

spiritual weapon against the evils of 
the world today.”

Fr Sebastian went on to give an 
example of the merits of praying the 
Rosary. In 1948, an atomic bomb 
was detonated in Hiroshima. The 
area was in ruins except for a shelter 
which housed eight Jesuit priests. 
Scientists tried to establish why the 
house did not explode. 

At the1976 Eucharistic Congress, 
one of the priests, Fr Herbert 
declared that they had prayed the 
Rosary daily and thus Mother Mary 
had protected them.    

He encouraged the faithful to 
know the meaning of the Rosary 
and to continue praying it, be they 
in traffic or waiting to board a taxi.  

This was followed by adoration 
and benediction, divine praises, the 
Angelus, the joyful mysteries, as well 
as a Marian hymns-singing 
competition.               

Lerato Mohone

Annastacia Mphuthi, Head of the Liturgy and Divine Worship Department 
facilitated a workshop for parishioners at St Joseph’s, Katlehong on  
Saturday, 10 September. The parishioners included proclaimers, choir 
conductors, extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, ushers and the 
altar servers.                                                                                       Abel Dlamini

The International Alliance 
of Catholic Knights 
Michael Bell Memorial 

Award is bestowed on a most 
significant Initiative for Life. 

For 2014, it has been awarded 
to the Knights of da Gama’s 
nomination, Nazareth House 
Johannesburg for working for 
over 100 years with the destitute 
and neglected people of 
Johannesburg, saving and 
prolonging tens and thousands of 
lives. The conferment ceremony  
took place on 3 October at 
Nazareth House. 

In summarising the Knights’ 
nomination, John Murphy, 
Knights of da Gama sponsor for 
Nazareth House said: “This 
institution – and the Nazareth 
sisters who run it – are perfect 
examples of an organisation and 
group of people who, on a daily 
basis, for over 100 years, espouse 
the principle that life is sacred.

“Currently the sisters and staff 
of Nazareth House care for 
approximately 40 HIV/Aids 
orphans, 100 financially- 
burdened and destitute frail aged 

persons, 20 adult terminally-ill 
Aids patients and other patients 
suffering from various diseases 
such as tuberculosis and cancer.  
It also runs a clinic for over  
2000 outpatients from the local 
community who are HIV/Aids 
infected and various outreach 
programmes. 

“Prior to the introduction of the 
anti-retroviral programme, almost 
50% of Aids orphans coming to 
Nazareth House died within a few 
years. Gladly, there has not been 
a death since 2006,” he said.

Archie Thema, Grand Knight 
of Council 47 Bryanston said: 
“The award is an accomplishment 
for Nazareth House 
Johannesburg.  
I would like to encourage you to 
not only put it up on the wall, but 
to use it as a marketing tool. 
Include it in your material to 
potential donors so that they 
know that this is an internation-

Joining the SPRED family

Blessed Sacrament, Malvern welcomed five 
special religious education (SPRED)  
members into the community on Sunday,  

25 September. They participate in the annual 
thanksgiving Mass at the Church of the Resurrec-
tion, Bryanston on 19 November.

One of the new members said, “I heard about 
SPRED from a close family member. I attended all 
the training session and was touched by what I had 
experienced.

“The group of volunteers that I have joined have 
inspired me as we all have the same spiritual journey 
to fulfil. I felt honoured to be presented to the 
community at Sunday Mass as Fr Tony Daniels 

introduced us and briefly explained our cause.  
“Father proceeded to give us a special blessing.  

I look forward to the journey ahead. I feel so proud 
that I have committed to be a volunteer.”

Gloria Bowes

Liturgy Workshop

Mike Deeks; John Murphy; Duncan Todd; Archie Thema, Grand Knight; 
Peter van den Bergh and Chris Elfick, all Knights of da Gama Council 47 
Bryanston with Sr Margaret, superior at Nazareth House Johannesburg.

Michael Bell 
Memorial 
Award 
presentation

ally recognised organisation.” 
Sr Margaret thanked the 

Knights saying: “It is a 
tremendous thing to receive this 
award. Thank you for recognising 
the work that we do. We keep 
you in a special place in our 
prayers.”

The guests were given a tour of 
Nazareth House. They took the 
time to engage the employees and 
interacting with residents. 

Knights of da Gama Council 47 
Bryanston has been supporting 
this home since the Council’s 
inception in 1993. This Council 
not only supports this children’s 
home, but a number of other 
charities.

If you would like to make a 
donation to, or otherwise support 
Nazareth House, please contact 
Tenty Thomson at fundraiser@
nazarethhousejohannesburg.org  
or 011 648 1002

Lerato Mohone

Fr Tony with the new SPRED members and Gloria on 
far right.
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Pupils of Sacred Heart College 
received the sacrament of First 
Holy Communion on Sunday,  

9 October. They are Yethu Gqola, 
Moitshepi Masebe, Nothando 

Michaels, Mulenga Masaki 
Mwansa, Joanna Nembalemba and 

Jay Nembalemba. Pictured with 
them are Fr David Dryden and 

Ivana Marais, religious educator.

On Sunday, 2 October, the 
following Assumption 

Convent School candidates from 
Grade 3 received their First Holy 
Communion at The Blessed 
Sacrament Catholic Church: 
Kieznar Benham, Daniela Correa 
Torres, Allyssa Denness, Giordana 
Di Santolo, Vanessa Flores, 
Domenica Martini, Gabriela 
Martins van Staden, Sage Nell, 
Micaela Pereira da Encarnacao, 
Mariza Pires and Sabrina Tenente.

Our girls looked beautiful in 
their lovely dresses and made us 
proud as they participated in the 
celebration of the Mass.

On Orange Doek Friday, the queen of 
the day, Germina Khokong, is flanked 
by staff members from left, Veronica 
Motokeng, Annastacia Mphuthi, 
Thandi Motasi and Lisa Avery.

After the speeches,  
joyful staff pose for  
a photograph.

Heritage Day 
Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza with 

parishioner, Kamogelo Mogale 
after the enculturation Mass 

St Philip Neri, Moletsane on  
25 September.

A spring retreat for teachers was arranged  
by the Catholic Schools Office and held 
  at St Augustine’s College on Saturday,  

17 September with 62 participants. The retreat was 
guided by Julia Heaney whose gentle approach was 
greatly appreciated by those present. The theme of 
the retreat was based on Psalm 139, “Yahweh,  
I know you are near.” 

New Daughters 
of Mary 
Fr Tom Segami OMI at St Peter 
Claver, Pimville with four new  
members who have been accepted as 
full sodality members of ‘Bana ba 
Maria’ at Christ the King, Orlando 
on 26 August.

Photo: Sello Mokoka

Spring Retreat for teachers

Teachers were given the opportunity of being 
aware of the direction of their lives and finding the 
buried treasure of their self-worth by walking with 
the Lord in a meditation and reflection.  

They were reminded of God’s presence and of the 
beauty and joy of earth’s goodness in our lives.   

Catholic Schools Office 

Farewell 
Germina

The Chancery staff said farewell to 
Germina Khokong on Friday,  

7 October, the feast of Our Lady of  
the Rosary.

At Mass, Fr Ivaldo assisted by 
‘altar server’ Dickson Mofokeng

Germina has, for the past 
15 years, worked at the 
Catechetics Department. To 
mark the happy occasion, 
celebrations began well with 
Mass led by Fr Ivaldo Bettin. 
Speeches and eats followed.

Before her time at the 
Chancery, Germina was a 
teacher at St Peter’s Catholic 
School, Kagiso (now John 
Martin Catholic School).

She worked for over 30 years 
before her retirement. We wish 
her a joyous retirement and pray 
that the Lord may bless her with 
good health.

Lebo WA Majahe

Communions 
– Assumption 
Convent

Thank you to Father Tony for a 
joyous, uplifting and meaningful 
service and to Debby Zambon for 
the presentation of the certifi-
cates. Many thanks to our pianist 
Rob Stewardson and the Grade 3 
girls who sang in the choir as a 

special gift to the communicants. 
Congratulations to the parents 

and to the Communicants 
themselves. May you always stay 
as close to Jesus as you are now. 

Patrizia McCormack

First Holy Communions

After the speeches, everybody in a 
joyful mood.
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Over 1 800 learners attending 
Catholic schools in Johannesburg 
participated in two beautiful 
mornings of music. The first choir 
festival was held on 13 September 
at the Linder Auditorium. Jaco 
Ferreira (St David’s Marist 
Inanda) was the MC and kept the 
morning programme lively while 
the audience was entertained by 

Catholic Schools 
Office Choir 
Festivals
inspirational school choirs. The 
second choir festival was hosted 
by Holy Rosary on 15 September 
and coordinated by Janet 
Chalmers (St Benedict’s 
College). These events were 
thoroughly enjoyed by all.

The Catholic Schools Office held its grade 11 Leadership Session 
coordinated by St David’s Marist Inanda on Saturday, 17 

September. Leaders from various Catholic schools in Johannesburg 
attended this session which included presentations by Colin Northmore 
(head of Sacred Heart College) and Rose Karam (housemistress at 
Roedean School). 

Interactive breakaway sessions were led by Karen Seeger (McAuley 
House), Darren Flood (CBC Boksburg,) Bev Whittal (St Catherine’s 
Florida) and Judy Werth (De La Salle Holy Cross College). 

Current grade 12 leaders also led breakaway sessions which enabled 
them to share their current journey in leadership roles. An enjoyable, 
informative morning was had by all.

Grade 11 
Leadership 

Day

De La Salle leaders.

Colin Northmore – Head 
of Sacred Heart College.

The second Religious Education 
Seminar was arranged by the 
Catholic Schools’ Office and 

held at St Augustine’s College on  
22 September.   

The theme of the seminar was 
‘Meeting the challenge of teaching 
religion in a 21st century classroom’ 
and was presented by Alastair 
Smurthwaite, an academic with vast 
experience in Catholic education.

The afternoon was well- attended 
with 62 religious education teachers 
present. The aim of the afternoon 
was a brief unpacking of the main 
challenges and aims of teaching 
religious education in faith-based 
schools, as well as developing some 
fresh approaches to teaching 
religion in a multi-faith, multi-
cultural 21st century society.   

Alastair’s presentation was very 
interesting and inspiring with 
breakaway sessions for teachers to 
reflect on and share their 
experience of the information 
presented.  

Teachers commented at the end 

of the seminar on how informative 
the material presented had been, 
and that they were encouraged to 
make the teaching of religion 
more inclusive without losing the 
Catholic ethos of their schools. 

Catholic Schools Office

Second Seminar for RE 
co-ordinators and teachers

Catechism children of St Joseph’s, Actonville recited the Rosary in 
front of the Pieta during October – the month of the Rosary – and 
sang songs to our blessed Mother.                         Nicole Moonsammy 

A visit to the 
Carmelite 
Convent
Holy Rosary Primary School’s 
grade 3s recently visited the Car-
melite Convent, a contemplative 
congregation where the sisters 
devote their lives to prayer. They 
are also in charge of making the 
altar bread for the district. The girls 
were told about the life of a nun 
and they sang some hymns with  
Sr Therese on the Ethiopian harp, 
the Kora.                      Deidre Alcock

The finished product.

Showing learners how to make the 
altar bread.

Honouring our blessed MotherHonouring our blessed Mother

Marist Brothers’ 
Superior-General 
visits Sacred Heart

Br Emili pouring the blessed water into 
our High School fountain.

Br Emili with some grade 6 learners and 
Robyn Picas, primary school principal.

Sacred Heart College was blessed 
to welcome Superior-General of 

the Marist Brothers, Br Emili Turú 
who visited the five Marist schools 
in South Africa. 

Br Emili addressed high school 
learners on the culture that Pope 
Francis is implementing among the 
youth, in particular – a culture of 
encounter. He noted that the stu-
dents of Sacred Heart College live 
this encounter – and that they are 
an example of encounter for the 
rest of South Africa – and the world.

As a symbol of the school’s 
global connection, water from the 
five Marist schools in South Africa, 
and from France, where St Marcellin 
began his mission, was poured into 
our school fountain.  

This reminds us that we are all 
connected to the original source.

Lynn Walker, Marketing Co-ordinator

Seminar participants

Alastair  
Smurthwaite

Please Contact:
Fr. Nkosinathi Nkabinde, CSSp
E-mail: nkosinathimichael@ymail.com
Cell: 072 918 6192, Box 318, Mohlakeng 1760
OR
Fr. Ikechukwu Onoyima, CSSp
Email: aikon2x@hotmail.com
Cell: 071 457 2240, Box 179 Westonaria 1780.

Spiritans–Missionaries 
Worldwide
Join Holy Spirit 
Congregation of 

Religious Priests and
Brothers 

 Founded on Pentecost Sunday 1703 in France.
 Consecrated to the Holy Spirit [Lk. 4:18-21].
 Live in Community with One Heart, One Soul

Motto.
 Serving the Poor and Vulnerable Groups in 68

Countries.
 Ready to serve the local Church in places most
    in need of personnel.

Spiritans-Missionaries 
Worldwide

> Founded on Pentecost Sunday 1703 in France
> Consecrated to the Holy Spirit (Lk. 4:18-21)
> Live in Community with One Heart, One Soul motto
> Serving the poor and vulnerable groups in 68 countries
> Ready to serve the local Church in places most in need 

of personnel

Please contact:

Join the Congregation 
of the Holy Spirit

Fr Ikechukwu Onoyima, CSSp
Email: aikon2x@hotmail.com

Cell: 071 457 2240
PO Box 179 Westonaria 1780

Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde, CSSp
E-mail: nkosinathimichael@ymail.com
Cell: 072 918 6192
PO Box 318 Mohlakeng 1760

Charismatic 
Renewal 
Revival in 
Soweto

Saturday, 19 November 
09:00 am – 16:00 pm

Holy Rosary Parish in Phiri 
Soweto

Theme (JN.15:1-10) 

Jesus in the Vine
Guest Speaker: 

Rev Fr Joseph Wilson

Contact: Charity Phiri 
078 736-4832

Mission WeekMission Week

St Therése parish held a mission week from 26 to 29 September to  
promote awareness of God’s love and forgiveness as the church is  
currently celebrating Jubilee Year of Mercy. Fr Larry Kaufman conducted 
the mission and addressed the Holy Rosary Primary girls. Seen here are 
Head of Religion, Sinéad Meyer, Charlotte Morgan, Courtney Kroukamp 
and Jamie Ullbricht, with Fr Kaufman.                                         Deidre Alcock

Judy Werth  
(De La Salle Holy 
Cross College) 
and Darren Flood 
(Principal at CBC 
Boksburg) .
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Lydia Ram-
puane, Lydia 

Mthembu, 
Sophy Ngcobo 
and Dumisile 

Ndlovu – staff 
at DLSHCC 

Junior School 
in their beauti-
ful traditional 

outfits. The Catholic Men’s Forum (CMF) 
collected non-perishable 
foodstuffs and toiletries from 

various parishes to donate to the 
Johannesburg Children’s Home in 
Yeoville. The home accommodates 
abandoned and abused children 
between the ages of three to 21 
from various ethnic groups.

   Inspired by Blessed Tshiman-
gadzo Benedict Daswa and  
St Joseph, our patron saint, this 
generous donation on Wednesday, 
14 September included R2 000.

  Fr Paul Okili CMF, on holiday 
from Nigeria, blessed the collected 
foodstuffs in which he asked God to 
multiply it tenfold. He was impressed 
by the generosity of Catholic men 
and promised to spread such acts of 
mercy to Nigerian men on his return.

“Look what the rich man from the 
Bible did to the poor Lazarus! He 
failed to provide him with food, but 
you ordinary men sacrificed the little 

Above: Members of CMF with  
Fr Paul Okili, wearing spectacles. 

Right: Fiona Duke, Basie Maponya,  
Basil Mokotedi and Moses Mothusi.

CMF 
remembers 

the needy 
and poor

you have to feed the downtrodden 
and marginalised people,” he said.

In her letter of thanks to the 
CMF, the Managing Director of the 
Home, Annette Brokensha wrote: 
“We are aware of the economic 
pressure each of you faces. We are 
very grateful for the act of love you 
showed. 

“Your support highlights your 
investment in the children of South 
Africa and their future. Without you 
we cannot heal that which has 

broken. You are the true heroes of 
our children’s lives. Thank you.”

   CMF’s executive committee 
thanked the parishes that heeded 
the call for donation and encourage 
others to follow suit.

Nyasha Kumurai
Photos from CMF gallery

Children practising for the children’s 
Liturgy which takes place once a month. 
The theme of the Mass was “God, friend 
of the poor”.     Pics by Sr Angela Sutton

St John Bosco, Robertsham held 
a Renew-Why Catholic mission 
over three evenings from 27 to 

29 September. Three speakers were 
invited –  Salesian  
Fr Pawel Michalowski, Carmelite  
Fr Arwin Tauro and Jesuit Fr Russell 
Pollitt, the latter being well-known 
for his regular slot on Radio Veritas. 
Each priest spoke on various aspects 
of the Creed which is the theme for 
Why Catholic Season 3.

There were also lay testimonies 
from Renew Small Christian 
Community members who related 

St Joseph’s, Primrose held its festa 
on Sunday, 2 October. There were 
various activities and food stalls. Pictured are the Italian food stall 
and the tombola stall. The festa was a great success and the weather 
was beautiful.                                         Anna Accolla, News correspondent 

RENEW-Why Catholic Mission 
and Launch at Robertsham

Catechism classes 
at Bez Valley

their positive experiences since 
joining Renew. The three evenings 
of mission were enjoyed by all and 
many thought-provoking questions 
were asked and answered.

 On Sunday, 2 October, the parish 
launched Why Catholic Season 3 at 
the 10:00am Mass. Each Renew 
Small Christian Community was 
asked to make a colourful banner 
advertising their group.

It was a joyous occasion with 
many parishioners signing up to  
join “Why Catholic?”.              Kevin Luk

The St John Bosco Parish – the Renew 
Ormonde Small Chrisitan Community pictured 
with their banner.

Below from left: Pamela Yeoman, 
Renew Chairperson with guest 
speaker, Fr Russell Pollitt SJ  
and Theresa Daniels, Renew  
committee member.

CELEBRATING OUR HERITAGE

The faithful 
celebrating 
Heritage Day 
at Blessed 
Joseph Gerard, 
Orange Farm 
on Sunday  
25 September.

Pics: 
Nyasha Kumurai

St Joseph’s, 
Primrose Festa

Catechist, Pearl Dlamini teaching learn-
ers from Holy Angels, Bez Valley, how to 
use the Redemptorist “Look” worksheets 
on 18 September.  The children are 
from grade R to grade 3.
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Parishes throughout the Arch-
diocese recently concluded 
their final season of Renew 

Africa and enthusiastically await the 
launch of Why Catholic, a four-year-
programme designed to help adults 
deepen their Catholic faith and 
reach out to others. 

Duncan Hyam, the Archdiocesan 
coordinator of Renew Africa, led a 
faith formation workshop on 
Saturday 8 October at St Patrick’s,  
La Rochelle.

The workshop focused on the first 
six sessions of the first book: 
Christian Prayer. Parishioners were 
fascinated with the highlights of 
each session. Among the discus-
sions were – What is Prayer, How to 
Pray, Expressions of Prayer, The 
Sources and Ways of Prayer, Guides 
for Prayers and Prayer in the Old 
Testament. 

Practical examples of praying 
included the analysis of two read-

Why Catholic 
    workshop

Duncan Hyam at the end of the workshop, with the closing prayer.

ings from the Gospels of Matthew 
and Mark, a guided meditation, the 
Centering Prayer and Using a Prayer 
Model to write a personal prayer.

Duncan further explained that 
Why Catholic is based on the four 
pillars of Catechism. Christian Prayer 
covers how the church prays, The 
Profession of Faith examines what 
the church believes, The Sacraments 
inspects how the church celebrates 
and Life in Christ covers how the 
church lives. 

The total of 48 sessions includes 
introductory Family Faith bulletins 
for each session and promises to be 
an enriching experience that streng-
thens faith so that Catholics can 
become a vehicle for evangelisation.  

The four-hour workshop ended at 
12 noon with the 14 parishioners 
eager to seek, lead and encourage 
candidates to learn more about 
their belief. 

Yuresha Perumal

The Near East Deanery cele-
brated the closing ceremony 
of the Year of Mercy at  

St Albert’s Church in Vosloorus on 
Saturday, 17 September. The 
celebration began with the Rosary, 
acknowledgement of the parishes, 
the priests and a welcome address 
by the Dean Fr Elijah Otu MSP. 

The general meaning of the 
Jubilee Year of Mercy and its 
pastoral implications was 
presented by Fr Michel Meunier 
M.Afr. while Fr Innocent Mabheka 
SCJ gave a talk themed ‘Forgiving 
each other during the Year of 
Mercy’. 

Fr Anthony Spencer OFM led 

Priests stand united in offering  prayer of absolution for the faithful after 
confessions. They are, from left, Frs Godwin Asatomegbe MSP (St Paul, 
Eden Park and Sacred Heart, Palm Ridge); Ron Houveld OMI (St Augus-
tine, Germiston); Innocent Mabheka Scj (Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Thokoza); 
Elijah Otu MSP (St Joseph’s, Katlehong); Fr Jeff Jawaheer Ofm (St Francis 
Hospice, Boksburg); Peter Robello OCD (Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton 
Park); Anthony Spencer Ofm (St Francis, Reiger Park and Church of the 
Resurrection, Dawn Park) and Hyacinth Emis Ofm from Boksburg.

End of Year 
of Mercy 

celebration for 
Near East 
Deanery

On September 29, the Feast  
of the Ss Michael, Gabriel 
and Raphael a platform of 

speakers were hosted by a small 
Renew prayer group from 
Bryanston Catholic Church.

The speakers were ordinary 
people tasked each with a topic:
• Talking Mercy in Prison Ministry 

– Erika
• Talking Mercy in the Profession 

(Nursing and Marriage Tribunal) 
– Hilary and Marieke

• Talking Mercy in the 
Neighborhood – John

• Talking Mercy in the Family – 
Mary-Ann
The overarching title “Mercy in 

Everyday Life” was intended as a 
form of advocacy to invite the 
faithful to practice mercy in their 
everyday lives. All the speakers 
drew on their own personal experi-
ence of either being a recipient of 
mercy or showing mercy. 

Erika, currently a stay-at-home 
mother, who has assisted in running 
Alpha courses in Leeukop Maximum 
Prison for some time, was the 
speaker for Talking Mercy in Prison 
Ministry. 

Relating her story, she said earlier 
in her ministry a particular male 
inmate of the prison, who was 
known to be abrasive and threat-
ening, was put in her Alpha group. 
He had a menacing disposition and 
secretly Erika was intimidated by 
him. On a subsequent Alpha course 
at the aforementioned Prison she 
found herself once again face-to–
face with the same person in her 
group. She noticed, however, that 
he on that particular day was 
downcast and hardly engaged  
with her or the group at all. 

After the session she drew him 
aside and summoning her courage 
she asked him what was bothering 
him. His unexpected answer 
changed the dynamics of their 

relationship thereafter. He said he 
had been told his mother had 
arranged to visit him. 

He contacted his mother and 
asked that she bring him a pen.  
He needed the pen to write his 
upcoming exams. His mother had 
paid him a visit but had not 
brought him a pen. He could not 
write his exams without a pen and 
was disillusioned by the prospect 
of having to forfeit what had been 
his utmost desire. Erika reached 
into her handbag and handed her 
pen to the inmate. This small act of 
compassion and mercy not only 
changed the inmate’s behaviour 
and attitude towards her, it 
cemented their positive regard for 
one another going forward. 

Each of the speakers in turn 
elicited a positive response from 
the spellbound audience. Many 
were moved to tears by the testi-
monies and by the close of the 
evening there was a distinct 
atmosphere of genuine camara-
derie and fellowship. Mercy is like 
rain; it waters the garden that is 
the human heart empowering 
human relationships to blossom 
and grow. 

Mary-Ann Alho  

Five ordinary speakers giving 
five extraordinary testimonies

Fr Mngadi holds the book of 
prayers (the Sacramentary) for the 
chief celebrant and Dean Fr Otu 
MSP while Rev Deacon Paulos 
Mochesa  holds the microphone.

Altar servers lead the procession to the Holy Door of the church.

the penitential service after the 
exposition of the Blessed Sacra-
ment by Fr Smilo Mngadi. 
Individual confessions followed 
the penitential service, the general 
absolution and benediction.

After Deacon Rev Paulos 
Mochesa from Mt Carmel, 
Thokoza had proclaimed the 
Gospel, parish priest, Fr Smilo 

Mngadi, delivered his homily that  
emphasised love, forgiveness and 
happiness, that ‘despite our sinful-
ness, God invites us to come to 
Him’. 

Fr Mngadi expressed his 
appreciation to the priests of the 
deanery for celebrating the closing 
of the Year of Mercy at St Albert’s. 

Abel Dlamini

On the 27 August, the last 
Saturday of Women’s Month, 

these ladies entrusted themselves 
to God, praying, reflecting on and 
celebrating God’s mercy. Sr Katy 
van Wyk OP facilitated the reflec-
tion morning in St Eugene de 

Mazenod parish hall in Eldorado 
Park.

Sr Katy mentioned that the 
purpose of the retreat was for each 
one to have their own encounter 
with God. She drew the partici-
pants’ attention to Rublev’s Icon 
of the Trinity as she led them in a 
guided meditation on the Trinity.

This was followed by a power-
point presentation and engagement 
with the topic in a group discus-
sion. Time was given for quiet 
prayer and reflection.

In pairs the ladies gave and 
received a hand massage, praying 
for each other, thanking God for 
their hands with which they serve 
their families, community and 
God.  

One remarked on how much she 
does with her hands and how 

Contemplating the  
Mystery of Mercy

Rededication of 
commitment
The Catholic Women’s League of  
St Joseph ‘s, Primrose rededicating 
their commitment as members of 
the league.

Pic by Anna Accolla, CWL member 
and news correspondent 

Sr Katy, second 
from left, with  

participants.

“It is not easy to entrust oneself to God’s mercy because it 
is an abyss beyond our comprehension. But we must!” 

– Pope Francis

different and touching it was to 
be prayed for whilst having her 
hands massaged and held.  

Pope Francis also said: “We 
need to constantly contemplate 
the mystery of mercy, it is a 
wellspring of joy, serenity and 
peace.” 

At the end of the retreat, a 
participant mentioned how heavy 
and troubled she felt at the 
beginning and how, at the end, 
she felt so much at peace. 

The group celebrated the end 
of the day with a cup of tea and a 
delicious spread prepared by 
Charlotte Cox, Myrtle Morris 
and Abigail Chinner.   

Sr Katy van Wyk, OP

The 2016 matrics celebrated their special Mass at St Gabriel, Khutsong 
and Our Lady of Dolours, Carletonville. They are seen here with 
Fr Gabriel Anyanwu. 
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“Minister of Hospitality” Br Thami  
welcoming guests.

A person could be forgiven for 
thinking the 2016/17 Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate (OMI) 

novices and St Anne’s executive 
members from parishes across 
Soweto were long-lost sons meeting 
with their mothers on 17 September. 

The occasion was to find out more 
about the OMI noviate in Germiston, 
the congregation and to spend time 
with novices.

The novices are under the 
guidance of formators – Frs Vitalis 
Marole (novice master) and Rodney 
George (assistant novice master) and 
Br Maximillian Mwakacheya 
(treasurer/bursar).

The OMI novitiate community of 
2016/17 brothers are Louis 
Sechogelo – Mafikeng, Thami Mzizi 
– KwaZulu-Natal, Moses Odhiambo 
– Kenya, Chilengezyo Mutale – 

Zimbabwe, Muzikayise Mtshali – 
KwaZulu-Natal, Phelix Johya – Kenya 
and the Archdiocese’s Katiso April 
from St Philip Neri, Moletsane.

Prior to the OMI novitiate, the 
young men had spent two/three 
years elsewhere. At the OMI novi-
tiate, they are at a stage of discern-
ment. On completion of the year, 
they make their first profession of 
poverty, chastity and obedience and 
progress to Cedara, KwaZulu-Natal 
where they study towards becoming 
priests or religious brothers. The 
whole course takes between 10 and 
11 years.  

Br Moses gave an account on how, 
through working at an HIV/AIDS 
organisation, he had an Italian priest 
for a boss. The priest gave him a 
religious booklet and encouraged 
him to read it. After reading the 
book a second time, he felt he was 
called to the priesthood.  

The novices have no contact with 
the outside world for a year. “This is 
not to torture us, but to make us 
grow deeper in faith and rooted in 

prayer. We pray for your children 
that go to school, to work,” said  
Br Katiso. 

He continued: “It is encouraging 
when people visit us. Please pray for 
us so we can grow in the faith and 
be able to serve God by serving you.”

The women donated money and 
Blessed Isidore Bakanja, Protea Glen 
donated groceries. Fr Vitalis thanked 
the women for the visit and their 
donations since it costs R5 000 per 
month to educate each student. He 
encouraged them to pray for the 
OMI novitiate and to encourage 
vocations in their families and 
parishes.

The novices don’t just “eat, pray 
and sleep”, they also work in the 
gardens, prepare meals and clean 
the pool.  To keep fit, they challenge 
each other to an “OMI Novitiate Cup” 
where each team represents the two 
biggest soccer teams in the country. 
I will leave it to soccer fanatics to 
guess which team won 6-4. 

Lerato Mohone

‘As Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the desert, so 
must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, so that whoever 
believes in Him may have 
eternal life.’ John 3: 14-15 

Holy Cross, Zola celebrated its 
feast day on 18 September. 

Mass was said by parish priest,  
Fr Malesela Dikgale and Fr Abbie 
Tlhapi from Klerksdorp’s diocese. 

They were assisted by Rev Ernest 
Madondo and St John Vianney 
seminarians who were on their 
Michael Mass break, Brs Zipho 
Ngwenya, Vusi Nhlapo, Nkosinathi 
Mhlambi and David Freitas from 
Cape Town’s Archdiocese. Also 
attending the occasion were 
parishioners of St Theresa, Zondi 
and St Joseph’s, Mokoena. 

“On Good Friday we adore the 
cross and proclaim ‘by Your death 
and resurrection, You have 
redeemed the world’. 

“The feast of the Exaltation of 
the Holy Cross was on 14 and the 
day after that we celebrated the 
feast of Our Lady of Sorrows. 

“The cross did not start when 
Jesus was betrayed by Judas. But, 
we read in Luke 2:35 Simeon’s 
prophecy that the cross and sor-
rows will pierce Mary’s heart. She 
pondered these words in her heart. 
That is when the cross began. 

“As priests, when we pray our 

Most of our Catholic 
institutions are struggling 

to keep afloat as they are not 
funded by the government and 
have to rely on overseas 
donations. One such organisation 
is Bienvenu Shelter for migrant 
and displaced women and their 
children. 

The diocese of Rotenburg-
Stugart, Germany department of 

Helping one another to get through each day
– Grief Share

Group members, from left: Angie Netshiheni, Batseba Seboka, Charity 
Ramokgopa, Sheila Matseba, Rachel Pheto and Itumeleng Makote.

Grief is sometimes so strong 
that it debilitates families, 
friends and parishioners, 

leaving them unable to fully func-
tion and go on with life as normal. 
The parish of St Margaret, Diep-
kloof is one of a few parishes in 
Soweto which runs the grief share 
programme. The programme con-
sists of a friendly, caring group 
who walk alongside mourners 
through one of their most difficult 
experiences. The support group 
understands the pain people are 
going through, who have been 
there and want to help those griev-
ing through the pain and loss. 

They meet every Saturday at St 
Margaret from 09:00 until 11:00. 
Participation in the grief share pro-
gramme is free of charge and is 
open to all. If you need help in 
dealing with grief, or perhaps need 
a person who will listen, contact 
Batseba Seboka on batsebasbk@
gmail.com and 073-6565679

Lebo WA Majahe

A visit to 
the OMI 
novitiate

Fr Vitalis (third from right), novices and St Anne’s Soweto Deanery executive committee.

Catholic 
institutions in 
need of 
donations

Donors from Germany with  
Sr Kadia kneeling in blue t-shirt.

international church affairs 
mission and development has 
been supporting Bienvenu 
Shelter since 2007. 

By raising funds, this diocese 
helps in ensuring that the Shelter, 
which is a project of the 
Department of Pastoral Care and 
Migrant restores the dignity of 
women and children who have 
fled violence and persecution in 
their home countries and 

internally displaced persons. 
The group was led by Rev 

Klaus-Jurgen Kaus. They were 
joined by Fr Gunther Hofmann 
MCCJ from Pretoria’s 
Archdiocese who forms part of 
the Worldwide Magazine and is 
also from Germany. People who 
would like to donate can contact 
Sr Kadia Prigol on 011 624 2915 
or kadi.bienvenu@gmail.com 

Lerato Mohone

Celebrating the feast of 
exaltation of the Holy Cross

Vicar for Vocations, Fr Malesela Dikgale with seminarians Brs David, 
Vusi and Zipho.

Khanyisile Manana, Zanele  
Mabizela, Charmaine Makhubela, 
S’bongile Mabaso. Forefront Bella 
Ndlovu and Olga Mtshali.

Divine Office in the evening we 
say, ‘Let Your servant go in peace 
according to Your will because He 
has seen the salvation of the world’.

“When Jesus appeared to 
Margaret Mary Alacoque in 1600, 
He told her we are abusing His 
heart by the sins we commit. Thus 
when we keep sinning we still 
make Him carry the cross. 

“We all have crosses to carry. 
Some are self-inflicted. A 21-year-
old who is unemployed and has 
four children is a cross to the 
government as she burdens the 
government with social grants for 
those children. He encouraged the 
faithful to be beautiful crosses.” 

Fr Malesela concluded that we 
should look at the cross and see 
victory as through it, we are able to 
inherit eternal life.

Lerato Mohone

Ward members of St Louis  - Small 
Christian Community - from  

St Albert, Vosloorus recently visited  
St Francis Care Centre in Boksburg. 

Parishioners felt that having taken 
care of their families and friends, it 
was time to reach out to those in 
more need and whom they didn’t 
know, not for hope or reward, but 
because it was the right thing to do 
and, in so doing they did it for Christ. 
They were inspired by the Year of 
Mercy and their parish priest  

Fr Smilo Mngadi. 
They helped with feeding the 

children and played with them 
after meal time and donated toilet-
ries, wheelchairs and disposable 
nappies to the centre. 

They left feeling overwhelmed 
and grateful to have visited the 
centre.  The staff were happy and 
appreciated the donations, espe-
cially the wheelchairs. 

Jabulile Mazibuko

Acts of Mercy 
in the 
Year of Mercy

Acts of Mercy 
in the 
Year of Mercy
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Rev Aubrey Damster 29-11-92
Fr Antonio Nunes 19-11-95
Fr Shaun Von Lillienfeld 09-11-96
Rev Graham Meiring 07-11-04

1st   Fr Miguel De Lemos
3rd   Rev Abednigo Thokoane 
       And Fr Elijah Otu
5th   Fr Arvin Tauro
8th   Fr Matthew Opiyo and
       Fr Hubert Obaedo
10th Fr Karmelo Strcic
11th Msgr Bernard McAleer
14th Fr Smilo Mngadi
22nd Fr Godwin Garuba,  

Fr Mokesh Morar and 
        Rev Lessing Drummond
26th Fr Teboho Matseke
27th Fr Graham Pugin
And in early December

1st Fr Taelo Kimane and 
   Fr Emmanuel Kagimbangabo
3rd Fr Keith Gordon-Davis
4th Fr Liam Mac Dermott
5th Fr Michael Murphy

We celebrate with our 
Priests & Deacons

Ordinations

We celebrate the birthdays and 
ordination anniversaries  

of our clergy. Pray for them.

Birthdays in November

... and in early December

... and in early April

11

Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the Bible 
Foundation writes about the Word of God 
in response to the Synod call for spiritual 
growth and on-going formation.
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Mark 1
When we read about  
leprosy in Scripture, our  
thoughts turn to Hansen’s  
Disease as it is called by modern 
medicine. In Jewish communities it 
included almost any virulent skin 
complaint and made a person a 
social outcast. With no hope of 
cure, any hope of a normal social 
life with human companionship 
disappeared and loving relation-
ships were not possible. The victim 
was cast out of family, community 
and was forced to live on the 
fringes of society. In our society we 
use race, colour, social class and 
gender to treat people as nonentities.

Chapter 13 of Leviticus opens 
with, “God said to Moses.”

45“The person with such an 
infectious disease must wear torn 
clothes, let his hair be unkempt, 
cover the lower part of his face and 
cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’  46As 
long as he has the infection he 
remains unclean. He must live 
alone; he must live outside the 
camp. (Lev 13: 45-46) 

Poor God, he never said any such 
thing. The authors of Leviti cus had 
a mistaken understanding of God’s 
purity. They thought that lepers and 
sundry others should be excluded 
from the assembly. The solution for 
the “impure” is not to cast them out 
but to give them love and 
understanding that will heal and 
purify then.

40A man with leprosy came to 
him and begged him on his knees, 
“If you are willing, you can make 
me clean.” 41Filled with compas-
sion, Jesus reached out his hand 
and touched the man.“I am 
willing,” he said. “Be clean!”  
42Immediately the leprosy left him 
and he was cured. 

Picture the abject leper on his 
knees, pleading. How he plucks up 
courage to challenge prejudices of 
society, the prohibitions of the 
priests and the so called “Law of 
God” we will never know. The one 
thing he has not bargained with was 
Jesus response; compassion and 
indignation. Compassion is one of 
the fundamental qualities of God as 
revealed in Scripture. Jesus was 
indignant at a system which creates 
outcasts and angry with those who 
perpetuated it.

Pope Francis tells us, “That being 

a Christian is not just obeying 
orders but it means being in Christ, 
thinking like him, acting like him, 
loving like him. It means letting 
him take possession of our life to 
change and transform it.” (Morning 
Mass, 10 April 2013)

Jesus’ response to the leper was 
to embrace him. In an instant Jesus 
was now labelled as unclean and 
was faced with a lengthy process to 
be declared pure once more.  
No wonder; 

43Jesus sent him away at once 
with a strong warning: 44“See that 
you don’t tell this to anyone. But 
go, show yourself to the priest and 
offer the sacrifices that Moses 
commanded for your cleansing, as 
a testimony to them.” 

45Instead he went out and began 
to talk freely, spreading the news. 

Jesus and leper have changed 
places. We will only really under-
stand the situation of others when 
we have walked in their shoes. This 
is what Jesus did. 

45… As a result, Jesus could no 
longer enter a town openly but 
stayed outside in lonely places. 

Pope Francis tells us, “The 
witness that can really attract is that 
associated with attitudes which are 
uncommon: generosity, detach-
ment, sacrifice, self-forgetfulness, 
in order to care for others. This is 
the witness of Christian living.” 
(Address to Religious, 24 June 2013)

45… Yet the people still came to 
him from everywhere.

All these people were aware that 
they risked censure from the author-
ities by going to Jesus. It is these 
ordinary folk who were able to 
recognise the meaningless burdens 
placed on them by the authorities; 
the burdens placed on people which 
were too heavy to bear.

They instinctively heard in their 
hearts Jesus’ philosophy of life:

28“Come to me, all you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. 30For my 
yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.” (Mt 11: 28-30) 

The group which attended the three sessions of “Bread for the  
Journey” on the Gospel of Luke at Cathedral Place.

Teresa Wilsnagh, Catholic Bible Foundation of SA

Attendees of Bread for Journey

Sr Fatima Canha MSA 

RIP

Farewell  
Msgr John

Msgr John Finlayson has retired 
and will settle in Bunbury, 

Australia after serving the Archdio-
cese of Johannesburg for 54 years. 

He served as a parish priest in 
Alexandra, Yeoville, Florida, Benoni 
and Primrose. He was the Vicar 
General of the Archdiocese for 
many years, acted as chairman of 
the Marriage Tribunal and played a 
leading role in the new chancery 
which was officially opened by 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale on 
1 September 2012. 

In the photo, Fr John is being sent 
off at OR Tambo airport on  
13 September by Deacon Doug 
Boake, Lynne Boake and Diane 
Bridle from St Joseph’s, Primrose 
who welcomed Fr Laszlo Karpati as 
the new parish priest. 

The Monsignour was very sad to 
leave South Africa but promised to 
brush up on his French and work  
on his general fitness to walk from 
Le Puy in France on his third camino 
Santiago de Compostela on  
1 September 2017.

Rev Doug Boake

Born into a loving Catholic 
family in Johannesburg on  
26 October 1928, Elizabeth 

Canha was a pupil in the Assump-
tion School, Maryvale before 
entering the Missionary Sisters of 
the Assumption in 1947. She made 
her first vows on 23 January 1950 
and celebrated her diamond jubilee 
in Port Elizabeth in 2010. 

Sr Fatima trained at the Grahams-
town Training College, taught at 
Woodlands in Durban, St August-
ine’s and Assumption Convent in 
Sydenham, Port Elizabeth, taught 
and was junior boarders’ mother in 
Grahamstown from 1961 to 1966. 
More than 50 years later, Sr Fatima is 
remembered by her then-young 
charges as ‘terribly kind, especially 
to the very young’. 

In spite of there being a number 
of very noisy young girls, she never 
once raised her voice at them and 
would move around the dormitory 
to say good-night and, in this way, 
make each feel very special. Most of 
the rest of her life was spent 
teaching in Malvern, Johannesburg. 

Sr Fatima was a much loved 
teacher in Foundation Phase where 
she exercised a quiet and efficient 

discipline and took a keen interest  
in all that concerned each pupil.  
She had a special aptitude for art 
which she used to good effect in  
her teaching. A devoted parish 
catechist, her great love was to 
prepare children for their First Holy 
Communion. 

Sr Fatima’s health was never 
robust and, at times, she was only 
able to teach part time but she 
always took full part in the 
community wherever she was, with 
faithfulness to her spiritual life and a 
keen interest in community events 
and all that affected the sisters. In 
her 69 years as an Assumption sister, 
she never wavered in her total 
commitment.

Not long before her death,  
Sr Fatima had the pleasure of a visit 
from her two surviving sisters, Marie 
and Linda, her brother, Frank, and 
two nieces, Bernice and Jeanette, all 
from Johannesburg. 

She passed away quietly on 
Sunday, 10 September, after an 
illness borne with characteristic 
courage, dignity and graciousness. 
Her family was able to return for her 
Requiem mass, which was cele-
brated by Msgr Brendan Deenihan 
and priests of the Diocese of Port 
Elizabeth in St Bernadette’s, Walmer. 

In his homily, Msgr Deenihan paid 
tribute to the faith of Sr Fatima’s 
home and gave thanks for the gift  
of her vocation, as well as her 
generosity and perseverance in the 
service of God, which would be 
remembered with love and 
appreciation. 

Sr Fatima was laid to rest in the 
Forest Hill cemetery.

Ann Genevieve MSA
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The praying community of 
Our Lady of the Holy 
Rosary, Krugersdorp cele-

brated their parish patronal feast 
day on Sunday, 9 October.  
Fr Ignatius Fidgeon OMI, parish 
priest was the principal celebrant, 
with Fr Terry Barnard OMI and 
Rev Bassie van Rooyen assisting.  
A beautiful and solemn liturgy 
was led by the choir with melodic 
singing from the Portuguese and 
English traditional hymnals. 

The parish was packed to 
capacity with late-comers sitting 
on chairs placed on the stairs in 
the foyer. Fr Terry, past parish 
priest of Holy Rosary, delivered a 
homily. He explained that the 
future of the Christianity in the 
Western world was at risk, thus 
Pope Pius V asked Christians 
throughout Europe to pray the 
Rosary for a Christian victory.

He encouraged parishioners to 
pray the Rosary to overcome 
personal spiritual battles.

“The Virgin Mary, who 
remained free from sin all her 

Linda Mqhayi and Grace Sithole,  
from Regina Mundi, who both received 
their 30-year badge.
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Young Christian Students 
(YCS) from four schools 
in Johannesburg ran a 

weekend camp in Qwaqwa in the 
Drakensberg from 30 September 
to 2 October, accompanied by 
Jeanne Tungo, Mike Takkos and 
Fr Mokesh Morar. 

YCS is present in Immaculata 
High School –Diepkloof,  

Rev Fr Jerome Rono Nyathi

Priesthood 
anniversary 

The  Chaplain to Zimbabwe SA 
community recently cele- 
brated his 25 anniversary as  

a priest.
The ZimCatholicSA Secretariat 

gave thanks and praise to God for 
giving this community Fr Jerome 
whom they describe as a dedicated 
priest, a doctor and a professor. 

Fr Jerome was ordained on  
5 October 1991 in Plumtree, Zimba-
bwe, but served in many capacities 
in South Africa, including being 
Spiritual Director and lecturer at  
St John Vianney Seminary, Pretoria.
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Members of Young Christian Students. 

St Martin de Porres - Orlando 
East, McAuley House and Holy 
Family College in Parktown and 
Summat College in the inner city 
of Johannesburg.

The venue of the camp was in 
the village of Tseseng near the 
Sentinel peak at the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Bethlehem. 

Local resident known only as 
Victoria shared her story and how 
she had to close her business as 
she had no water to feed the 
chickens she was farming. 
Qwaqwa, like many other parts 
of the country, is experiencing 
severe drought. One could see 
many people waiting for water to 
be delivered by the municipality.

YCS members realised how 
serious the water crisis is and 
how their lifestyle in Gauteng is 

impacting on people in the rural 
areas. Travelling there, they 
passed Orangeville where the Vaal 
Dam is very low at around 30%. 
They also passed the Lesotho 
Highlands Water scheme near 
Clarens.

The youngsters learnt how 
water is being released from the 
Sterkfontein Dam and being sent 
to Gauteng, whilst the people in 
Lesotho and Qwaqwa go without.

“Building and strengthening 
compassionate leadership” was 
the theme of the camp – being 
more considerate to the creation, 
to others and to ourselves as 
leaders in schools, churches and 
society. YCS members learned 
how to respect others while 
building their own confidence. 
They discussed conditions that 
rural people live in compared to 
those of urban areas. 

YCS is an international ecu-
menical youth movement that was 
strong in the anti-apartheid 
struggle and is now being revived. 
It is a movement that allows 
students to build their own 
leadership by and for themselves 
using the ‘See-judge-act’ method 
within the church and society. 

Fr Mokesh K. Morar  

The newly-renovated ‘fly 
machine’ parish of Our Lady of 
Mercy, Emndeni was abuzz on 

Saturday, 8 October with elegant, 
stylish women dressed in navy and 
white, for the enrolment of 29 
candidates into the Catholic 
Women’s League. Fr Tente Sompane, 
Spiritual Director was the main 
celebrant with Frs Mbulelo Sikotoyi, 
Mandla Skhosana, Hubert Obaedo 
and Felix Lekgema (a visiting priest 
from the Archdiocese of Bloemfon-
tein) concelebrating. 

During the celebration, Thoko 
Mlungwana, the President of the 
South West Rand Regional Council, 
assisted by Melta Mbatha, Vice 
President, also presented 19 
members who were celebrating 

their 10th year anniversaries, five 
members who celebrated their 25th 
years and two their 30th years in the 
league. The members renewed their 
commitments to the CWL and were 
presented with special pins to mark 
the occasion. 

“Be like Mary who was simple, 
obedient and humble,” said Fr Felix. 
In his homily he also spoke of the 
key role which women play in the 
church and in our communities 
highlighting that they “hold things 
together” through their nature.

He encouraged members of the 
CWL to support the church and 
priests, and asked them to pray 
more for priests. Citing his sadness 
in Catholics who don’t utilise the 
Rosary, the priest also described it as 
a replica David used to hit Goliath. 

“Every time you pray the rosary, 
you are forcefully throwing Satan 

back to the gutters, leaving him 
ashamedly defeated,” he added.

Members addressed the newly- 
enrolled candidates, giving them 
advise on how to proceed as fully-
fledged Catholic women in 
sodalities.

Thabile Mbhele thanked the 
priests who presided, the people 
from all parishes who prepared 
them through their discernment 
and their family members for the 
support, and promised that they, as 
a group, will live according to their 
commitments.

She highlighted that her group 
will always be remembered as 
those who make a difference, 
particularly because they were 
welcomed into the CWL during the 
Jubilee year of Mercy. 

Lebo WA Majahe

CWL 
enrolments

Thabile Mbhele thanking 
all role players.

New candidates

Catholic Women’s League 
members from Nyolohelo
  parish in Sebokeng were
     awarded their 10-year
      badges for being faithful
      members of the
        sodality.

Josephine Mokoena

life, and gave birth to the Saviour 
is always there to intercede for us 
in heaven, one only has to ask her 
for help,” he added.

Young girls dressed in white, 
their heads crowned with roses, 
led the procession of the gifts, 
presenting the priest with bread 
and wine. 

After Mass, a procession with 
the statue of Our Lady carried on  
a bed of flowers followed, during 
which the Rosary was recited.

Finally all joined in on fun and 
festivities at the festa with various 
stalls for eats. There was live 
entertainment while people were 
enjoying their meals. The proceeds 
raised go towards parish projects 
and upkeep.            Lebo WA Majahe

The statue of Our Lady of the Rosary 
carried during the procession.

Celebrating the 
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Lady of the 
Holy Rosary


