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In an unusual move of very 
special meaning to the church 
and their family, Fr Tshepiso 

Lekoko joined his twin brother,  
Fr Tshepo Lekoko at the altar on 
16 December as he was ordained 
to the priesthood in St Albert, 
Vosloorus.

Bishop Duncan Tsoke, who 
played a pivotal role in the young 
priests’ life after the passing of 
their father, was the one who 
ordained them. The identical 
twins found solace in the altar 
serving ministry and would spend 
all their time in church daily after 
school. Bishop Duncan also 

played a key role in their years of 
discernment and throughout their 
seminarian life.

The day was a double celebra-
tion for their mother, Martha 
Lekoko, witnessing the occasion 
where her only children were 
both priests. The discovery of 
their mutual goal in becoming 
priests was a happy surprise and 
an enduring blessing for both of 
them because they were there  
for each other through all the hur-
dles on their jorney.

The twin priests exude free-
dom, which comes from answer-
ing the call from God and by  

Frs Tshepo and Tshepiso Lekoko after the ordination Mass.

Fr Karabo Baloyi from 
the Pretoria Archdiocese giving  

a blessing to the new priest.

Born together 
– now priests together

living their priesthood with 
utmost joy and by being there for 
the people they serve. Speaking 
for both him and his brother, the 
newly-ordained Fr Tshepiso 
Lekoko said they are grateful 
that God chose them to reach out 
to His people, and that the fact 
that they are twins is just a cir-
cumstance that God chose to put 
them in. He added that the jour-
ney towards this day had never 
been easy, but was thankful that 
The Lord was able to carry him 
through. 

Fr Tshepiso is well-known in 
the Archdiocese as Fr“ba ne ba 
nthusa ba tsamaile”, after a 
Sotho hymn he always sings 
before delivering a homily, 
which highlights his joy to God 
for shining his light unto him 
throughout a difficult time, when 
those who always helped him 
have fled.

Lebo WA MajaheSee page 12.
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Seen concelebrating are, from left: Fr Molewe Machingoane, Judicial Vicar of 
Interdiocesan Tribunal, Bishop Joe Sandri, Fr Thabo Motshegoa, Judicial Vicar of 
Johannesburg and Fr Donald McLoughlin, Defender of the Bond.

Members of the Johannesburg Interdiocesan Tribunal came together to 
pray for the new Tribunal year by celebrating the Eucharist on Monday,  
22 January at the Cathedral. The chief celebrant, previous moderator of the 
Tribunal, Bishop Joe Sandri, who gave a moving homily about ‘a house 
divided against itself’ and about those who experience the breakup of the 
marriage. He prayed for successful marriages, as well as the ministry of 
setting free those bound by invalid marriages. Prayers were offered for all 
those involved in the ministry that they may be compassionate and zealous.

We congratulate the pupils  
in all our Catholic 
schools across the 

province who have achieved the 
best that they are capable of in their 

Launch of the 
Tribunal year
Launch of the 
Tribunal year

Catholic Schools in Gauteng 
continue to live out the Catholic value of excellence

final exams. This includes all the 
pupils – in every grade and 
school. In particular, we want to 
acknowledge the grade 12 group, 
their teachers and parents who 

put in so much effort to ensure 
that each child can be proud of 
the results they have achieved. 
Well done to all.

It is always interesting to report 
on matric results specifically, as 
this is what many believe is the 
measure of how an educational 
system should be judged. We use 
it, as there is no other tangible 
system that seems able to assess 
grade 12 achievements. 

In Gauteng, there are 31 Catho-
lic high schools with 18 schools 
that write the Independent 
Examination Board examinations 
and 13 under the auspices of the 
Department of Education. We had 
over 2 000 candidates, who wrote 
the exam and most schools 
attained a 100% pass rate or close 
to it, which has been sustained 
for many years.  

The other markers that are used 
to gauge how successful a group 
of pupils have been is to look at 
the number of pupils, who are 
able to further their studies at 
tertiary level. According to our 
initial data, 87% of our pupils are 
eligible to study at a tertiary 
institution with a further 11% 

having obtained a diploma pass.
The class of 2017 did particu-

larly well as jointly they obtained 
over 2 200 distinctions. This 
translates as each child having 
obtained at least one distinction. 
The reality of this is that several 
children obtained eight or more 
distinctions, some getting seven 
and many getting six, or fewer 
distinctions each. The excellence 
that is displayed in Catholic 
schools speaks to our Gospel 
values and to the dedicated and 
committed teachers.

These numbers tell only part of 
the story and do not reflect the real 
story of the many pupils who beat 
unbelievable odds to have reached 
the end of 12 years of education 
triumphantly. Without revealing 
intimate details, stories abound of 
many children and parents making 
huge sacrifices so that their 
children could have a good 
education. Many pupils travelled 
kilometres to get to the schools of 
their choice and were encouraged 
by their teachers.

Continued on page 6
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Pope’s Intentions: 
February

Universal. That those who have 

material, political or spiritual power 

may resist any lure of corruption. 

CONFIRMATIONS IN FEBRUARY
Pray for the candidates!
Sat 10 10:00 St Francis de Sales Lawley
Sun 25 08:00 St Margaret Diepkloof

PATRONAL FEASTS IN FEBRUARY CONFIRMATIONS
7th Our Lady of Graces, 
 Heidelberg (1932)
11th Our Lady of Lourdes, 
 City Deep (1986) and 
 Rivonia (1952)
17th Seven Holy Founders, 
 Ratanda (1932)
 Servite Friars
22nd St Peter, Kagiso I (1926)

Bishop Duncan Tsoke recently administered the sacrament of confirm-
ation to candidates at St John Paul II, Linmeyer. This was the first 
confirmation ever celebrated at the parish.

The Mother of Grace Vaal Franciscan Third Order Fraternity visited the 
Bogale orphanage at De Deur in December. The order took clothes and 
other gifts for Christmas. Deacon Mokoena led the prayers.

The Feast of Blessed 
Benedict Daswa is fast 
approaching, celebrated 

on 1 February. The Diocese of 
Tzaneen is busy preparing for 
this day, with the programme of 
the day yet to be finalised for the 
celebrations which will be taking 
place in Venda. However, for 
people who are not able to travel 
that far, parishes are encouraged 
to observe this day as a 
memorial day with Mass, and 
with the colour of the liturgy 
being red, to mark Daswa’s 
martyrdom. Nine days prior to 
the date, all are encouraged to do 
a Novena to Benedict Daswa 
asking him for special favours. 
People are also requested to do 
three acts of kindness each day 
when doing the Novena in 
remembrance of the works of 
mercy Benedict Daswa stood for, 
especially those he performed 
the day he was killed. The 
liturgy of the day can be flexible, 
according to the parish priest and 
the liturgy desk. We are also 
reminded that Benedict Daswa 
should be invoked when we do 

the litany of the saints because 
he is a local saint. Those who 
will be travelling to Venda to 
mark the event, will have an 
opportunity to venerate the relics 
of Blessed Benedict Daswa. The 
Novena can be bought at local 
Catholic bookshops and through 
the laity office of the Southern 
African Catholic Bishops 
Conference. It is also available 
on www.benedictdaswa.org.za in 
various African languages, as 
well as in English. Also available 
are the Daswa medalions, prayer 
cards and t-shirts. The faithful 
are kindly requested not to 
reproduce any Daswa 
merchandise, as the Diocese of 
Tzaneen holds sole rights and are 
using the money from the 
merchandising to promote the 
Daswa cause for canonisation. 
Those who have received 
favours through the intercession 
of Benedict Daswa are requested 
to contact Sr Chifiwa, the 
promoter of the Daswa Cause on 
076 570-8843 to give testimony 
so that this can be documented.

Lebo WA Majahe

Spiritual works of mercy in December

Some parishioners of St Peter’s, Kagiso went 
on a retreat in Nweli before the end of 2017. 

Below is Fr Emmanuel Wafula AJ, Chris 
Mphaphuli (tour guide) and Sr Catherine. 

Left: Audrey Makatile with Ida Daswa, the 
mother of Blessed Benedict Daswa.

Daswa Feast Day

Special anniversaries in 2018
Centenary
St John the Baptist, Brakpan, 1918
75th anniversary
St James, Magaliesburg, 1933
Golden Jubilee
St Paul, Tsakane, 1968
St Francis of Assisi, RustTerVaal, 
1968

COMMUNITY NOTICES

ORDER OF CARMELITES DISCALCED SECULAR
(OCDS)

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’  
in the centre of the World –

‘Love comprises ALL VOCATIONS…!’
(St Therese de Lisieux)

Make a deeper commitment to JESUS today by ….
Taking the promises of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience…

EVEN IF YOU ARE MARRIED!
By entering The Order of Carmelites Discalced - Secular (ocds)

Where and How?
COME AND SEE!

Telephone: Bridget McIntosh-Hodge on 083 703 2301

Day of reflection for widowed 
and bereaved people.

Sunday 18 March
Venue to be advised. 

Call Toni on 082 552-1275 or 
email toni@marfam.org.za

DIVORCE CARE
Are you getting divorced?

Find help and healing for the 
hurt of separation or divorce. 

Group therapy starts on 
Thursday  

8 February 2018 at 7pm 
at St John’s Catholic church, 

Northriding. 
Contact Arianna on 

071 138 8401 for more details.

Are you grieving the loss of a 
loved one? Find help and 

healing on your journey of grief. 
Group therapy starts on Saturday 

3 February 2018 at 10am at 
St John’s Catholic Church, 

NORTHRIDING. 
Contact Arianna 

on 071-138-8401 for details.

16-18 February Catholic 
Bible Foundation
Weekend with 
the Gospel of John

See advert for details

 

Every Tues evening until 
27th March 2018 : 7.30 – 9.30pm  

St. Charles’ Parish Hall, Road 
No.3, Victory Park

Secure Parking 
David 082 607 1554 

or Carlos 082 467 4909

PILGRIMAGE TO UGANDA
Fr S’milo Mngadi and St Albert’s 

Parish-Vosloorus request you to join 
them in a pilgrimage to the

Uganda Martyrs’ Shrine and the
Our Lady of Kibeho, Rwanda

from the 30 May - 7 June 2018.

For more information, please
contact Fr S’milo on 072 110 8613 or 

email similomngadi@yahoo.com

RETREAT FOR 
CATECHISTS

10 February 
at St Patrick’s La Rochelle

Registration at 8:00 am

Are you grieving the loss of a loved 
one? Find help and healing on your 

journey of grief. Join a 13week 
Seminar/Support Group programme 

for those mourning the death of a 
loved one. Starts at 9.30am, 

Saturday, 17 February 2018 at St 
Charles, VICTORY PARK. Contact 

Coralie Deas 0835247016

Sunday 4 February 
Commissioning 

of catechists 
in the parishes

Come and explore the book of 
Isaiah. Join us as we reflect, 

share and discuss
THE TEACHINGS OF ISAIAH 
Isaiah of Jerusalem was a great 
poet and an acute politician, but 
above all he was a prophet. For 
hundreds of years after Isaiah’s 

death his disciples continued in his 
tradition writing prayers, oracles 
and stories of faith. These oracles 

are important but they are 
sometimes difficult to understand. 

The Bat Kol Scripture group 
will be studying the book of Isaiah 

in 2018.  
Sessions on 3rd Saturdaty 
of every month beginning 

17 February 2018
Time: 12:00 – 4:00pm

Venue: Holy Family College, 
Parktown

R120 includes notes and tea/coffee 
– please bring own lunch 

Sister Marie Andre Mitchell snd.
072-250-4944

Deanery meetings of parish 
coordinators and catechists

CENTRAL 3 February, 9:30am at 
Blessed Sacrament, Malvern 

NORTH 3 February, 10am at 
Immaculate Conception, Rosebank

FAR EAST 24 February, 10am at 
Our Lady of Mercy, Springs

NEAR EAST 24 February, 2:00pm 
at St Therese, Alberton

VAAL 3 March at Nyolohelo, 
Sebokeng Zone 12

WEST 3 March 10am at 
Holy Rosary, Krugersdorp

MARFAM workshop
Caring for parish families

10 February. Venue to be advised. 
Call Toni on 0825521275 or 
email toni@marfam.org.za

FAMILY of  GOD COMMUNITY 

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT 
SEMINAR

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  

abortion), Catholics must be told,  
for their eternal welfare, and survival 

of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill

pdfCoLA 082 609 6919
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

3

Romance and chocolate 
on Ash Wednesday?!

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 

• PO Box 46876 
Glosderry, 7702 

• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

On 14 February this year, for 
the first time since 1945, Ash 

Wednesday falls on Valentine’s 
Day! Local Catholics are waking 
up to this fact, and some young 
romantics will really struggle to 
choose what to do on this day. 

What exactly in Ash Wednesday, 
and what is expected of Catholics 
on this day?

Ash Wednesday marks the begin-
ning of Lent, the season of 
preparation and penance that 
comes before Easter. Together, as 
a community of believers, we 
accompany those who are prepar-
ing to be baptised at Easter. We 
acknowledge our own weaknesses 
and failings that cause us to fall 
short of what is expected of 
baptised people, and we ask for 
continuing repentance and conver-
sion. On Ash Wednesday we are 
marked with ashes as a reminder 
of our mortality.

The season of Lent is forty days 
long, the same number of days 
Jesus spent fasting in the wilder-
ness. Since the Sundays in Lent 
are not counted as days of penance, 
we count back to Ash Wednesday 
to get the full forty. On Ash 
Wednesday we refrain from eating 
meat. All those between the ages 
of 14 and 59 are also expected to 
fast. This means only one meal on 
this day, with the option of two 
snacks which, if put together, do 
not equal the meal.

What is Valentine’s Day and where 
does it come from?

Before Christianity became the 
religion of the Romans, people 
celebrated the coming of spring-
time in Europe with different  
festivities. One belief was that  
little birds pledged their love for 
one another in the middle of 
February and so courting couples 
did the same. St. Valentine was a 
Christian martyr who was killed 
around the year 269. His feast day, 
14 February, was added to the 
liturgical calendar in 496. There 
are several pious legends attached 
to him, but we know absolutely 
nothing about him so in 1969 he 
was removed from our universal 
calendar. He is still celebrated by 
Anglicans and Lutherans on  
14 February, but we now use that 
date for the much more important 
saints Cyril and Methodius.

In recent years, shops have gone 
crazy with their marketing of 
Valentine’s Day. Chocolates and 
roses have been replaced by lacy 
lingerie and other naughty pres-
ents, making this not so much a 
day of love, but rather a night of 
sex. These trends are against the 
spirit of Christian love and 
certainly clash with the fasting 
and repentance we practice on  
Ash Wednesday.

So, how can we combine these  
two celebrations?

I have seen one American website 
encouraging Christians to com-
bine Valentine’s Day traditions 
with Ash Wednesday themes, e.g. 
by writing love letters to their 
neighbours, I do not think this is 
very clever. Ash Wednesday 
should take precedence and, if this 
means having to explain things to 
a non-religious boyfriend or girl-
friend, this could be an ideal 
opportunity to witness to the faith 
as St Valen-tine did.

Husbands and wives who have 
the tradition of spoiling one 
another on Valentine’s Day, why 
not move it forward by one day 
this year? Shrove Tuesday, or 
Pancake Day, has always been a 
day of enjoyment. It is the day of 
carnival, or Mardi Gras, in many 
Catholic countries on which  
people say goodbye to pleasure 
before the start of Lent. Have your 
champagne and chocolate on  
13 February, or the previous 
weekend. Keep Ash Wednesday 
free for a fresh start in all areas  
of life. 

Is there an argument for bringing 
back St Valentine’s Day as a 
Catholic celebration?

Yes and no. I think the Church 
was wise to remove myths and 
legends like St Valentine from the 
liturgical calendar, yet I can see 
that we might benefit from an 
annual celebration of love and 
commitment. Some would like to 
reclaim St Valentine from the 
advertisers and marketers, but 
there is probably nothing we can 
do to prevent the shopping malls 
from polluting our customs: 
Christmas trees go up in October, 
and Easter eggs are on sale in the 
second half of January. Perhaps 
we could do more for couples on 
the Feast of the Holy Family, or 
on the Memorial of Saints 
Joachim and Anna. Perhaps one 
day we could institute a combined 
feast of Holy Couples. Several are 
named in the New Testament, and 
there are others throughout history 
such as Basil and Macrina 
(parents of St Basil the Great), 
Louis and Zelie Martin (parents of 
Saint Thérèse), and Luigi and 
Maria Beltrame Quattrocchi 
(beatified by Pope John Paul II).

To all readers preparing for Lent 
– let us make this a time of 
Christian love, not a time of sour 
faces and of turning in on 
ourselves. Have a blessed Lent!

Wives and husbands at  
St Angela, Dobsonville 
celebrated the renewal 

of marriage vows recently.
Parish priest, Fr Francis Muturi 

AJ celebrated Mass. In his homily, 
he cited words from the gospel of 
the day: “Well done, good and 
faithful servant.” These are words 
we long to hear from our Master 
on judgement day. These words we 
have to work for, they do not just 
happen, he said. 

“We need to reflect on how we 
live our lives. A husband’s love for 
his wife is likened to that of Christ 
and the Church for which He died. 
The devil wants to capture the 
world and is targeting families. He 
wants to dismantle families 
because, by showing love to one 
another, we are glorifying God. 
Jesus said , “they will know you 
are My disciples by loving each 
other,” continued Fr Francis.

We pray for families, especially 
broken ones. Your spouse was 
given to you by God. Ensure you 
inspire them to bring about God’s 
glory, he added.

As couples renewed their 
marriage vows, Fr Francis asked 

them to face each other and look 
deep into each other’s eyes. After 
blessing them, he declared: “You 
may kiss the bride” to which the 
couples gladly obliged. 

 After Mass, they gathered in 
the hall for presentations and 
inter-active discussions.

Facilitators and marriage 
preparation coordinators, Thami 
and Thandi Buthelezi encouraged 
people not to limit themselves to  
a thought. “Try understand some-
one’s else’s point of view,” they 
recommended.

Bontle and Muzi Manyedi 
presented on “communication in 
love.” Financial disclosure is one 
of the leading causes of divorce, 
and thus it is imperative that you 

communicate about anything and 
everything, they said. 

Sr Nkhensani Shibambu CSA 
spoke about marriage and God. 

She said she imagined Adam’s 
reaction when he first laid eyes on 
Eve and how he was so moved 
that he said, “I have found the 
bone of bone and flesh of my 
flesh”. 

“Do not allow that spark to 
die,” she advised.

Advocate Dennis Matotoka 
spoke on the legalities of marriage 
whilst social worker, Jabulane 
Phokoane shed light on the 
consequences of divorce and the 
importance of couples enriching 
their union. 

Lerato Mohone

Renewal of 
marriage vows

Couples renewing their vows.

ACTS is an acronym for the 
Association of Catholic Tertiary 
Students. It operates under the 
auspices of the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference. 

Students had this to say about 
the association: “ACTS has 
assisted me spiritually, personally 
and professionally”; “ACTS has 
been the greatest highlight of my 
time as a student”; “it is an asso-
ciation we try to serve, but 
effortlessly serves us.” The ACTS 
identity exists in 23 institutions of 
higher learning across the nation.

ACTS National Executive 

Council President, Kabelo Segapo 
said Pope Francis exhorts young 
people to evangelise. The associ-
ation exists to give a platform to 
young people to encounter Christ, 
practice their Catholic faith and 
interact and transform society.

“We have reworked our evangel-
isation strategy to include more 
works of mercy. So, among other 
things, during the registration 
period, we will don our bold ACTS 
T-shirts, help people register, guide 
them on campus and show them 
lecture rooms and residences. “We 
will not discriminate. We hope that 
once they are settled, they will be 
curious to find out about that 
Catholic movement that once 
assisted them,” said Kabelo.  

They will also be making 
presentations during orientation. 

The spirituality of ACTS is 
encompassed by the slogan: 
‘Communities of Friends in Christ 
discerning the Signs of the Times 
in the context of South Africa’. 
Kabelo said young people in 
tertiary institutions are assailed by 

depression. One of the branches 
also held a workshop on the topic 
and professionals were invited to 
shed some light. 

Other activities include the 
celebration of Mass if the branch is 
fortunate enough to have a chap-
lain and Bible sharing. Branches 
who do not have a chaplain assi-
milate into local parishes where 
they are actively involved in youth, 
choir, proclaiming and fundraising 
activities.

Celebrating its 25th year of 
existence in early July, Gauteng 
will be the hosting province. “It is 
an exciting time to know we have 
come this far. We appreciate the 
suggestions people have been 
sharing with us,” said Kabelo.

ACTS alumni/associate members 
– as a way of giving back – are 
raising funds for the celebration by 
donating R300 per person. They 
also assist young people with 
bursary information, study 
material, internships, mentorships 
and job vacancies.  

Lerato Mohone

Catholics 
on campus
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Past National Council members, and Spiritual Director Fr Vincent  
Pienaar, who served the League during 2002-2005 enjoying their Christ-
mas lunch.                        Ida Steyn, CWL Diocesan News Correspondent

Each year, at St Patrick’s La 
Rochelle, a “Shelter Seeking” 

is held during the first few days 
of Advent. It is held over nine 
days – representing the nine-day 
journey Our Lady had to travel to 
Bethlehem seeking shelter each 
evening. The ‘Our Lady icon’ 
travels to nine different homes 
during this time. There, all 
parishioners are invited to pray 
part of a nine-day Novena for 
peace. The host family also 
organises other prayers and 
hymns on their hosting night. 

This year, St Patrick’s had three 
travelling icons, so a total of 27 
families hosted the Shelter 
Seeking evenings. This brought 

The 2018 family theme 
takes an important and 
meaningful African 

concept and applies it to the 
current family reality. MARFAM 
does so in the 2018 Family Year 
Planners and other publications 
and activities. 

In a general overview, we ask: 
“What is the matter with family 
life these days?” and accept there 
are no easy answers. Ubuntu 
expresses humanity, personhood, 
hospitality and compassion.  
It says, “I am because we are.” 
Families do matter because that is 
where we get our identity and our 
values. There is much that matters 
in building strong and healthy 
families. At the same time, there 
are matters that contribute to 
conflict and breakdown in every 
marriage and in every kind of 
family relationship. Month by 
month, this can be unpacked, 
shared and discussed in homes, 
communities and churches. 

January focused on good 
beginnings. February’s theme is 
‘Love does matter.’ Love is a 
feeling, but much more than that, 
it is a decision. This is My 
commandment, said the Lord. 
Love one another as I have loved 
you. John15:11-12. Pope Francis 

Catholic Women’s League 
Annual closing Mass

From left: CWL Diocesan President 
Matilda Dube, CWL National  

Chaplain – Fr Anthony Spencer and 
CWL Diocesan Chaplain – 

Fr Vincent Pienaar.

The Catholic Women’s League 
of the Archdiocese were blessed 
to have both the National and 
Diocesan Spiritual Chaplains 
concelebrating their annual  
end-of-year Mass.

Some photos from the different 
meetings of Shelter Seeking.

Best shelter 
seeking

about unity in the parish as 
parishioners got to know the 
people from other diverse and 
multi-cultures better. New 
friendships have been established 
and old bonds are stronger since 
they prayed together in one 
another’s homes, learning more 

about each other’s culture. My 
best experience was going to the 
home of a Zimbabwean family 
– at the time sharing some cake,  
a jug of water, a cloth and a bowl 
was brought to each of us to 
cleanse our hands. 

Dominique Byrne

writes: “Against a backdrop of 
love so central to the Christian 
experience of marriage and the 
family, another virtue is often 
overlooked in our world of 
frenetic and superficial 
relationships, it is tenderness.” 
AL 28

Pray the Ubuntu family prayer: 
Come Holy Spirit, Spirit of 
Ubuntu, of humanity and care. 
Fill our minds with under-
standing, our hearts with love 

and our hands with mercy and 
compassion for the needs of 
those we love and for all those in 
need. As we learn and live we 
offer our thoughts, words and 
actions of this day for the glory 
of God in Jesus’ name. Amen 

Family year planners for 2018 
cost R5 and thoughts for the day 
booklets cost R10 and are 
available from MARFAM.  
Bulk prices apply for parishes. 

Daily reflections posted  
on www.marfam.org.za and 
facebook. Register for the  
free weekly e-newsletter  
toni@marfam.org.za

Call Toni Rowland  
082 552-1275 for information 
and booking of parish promo-
tional events, retreats and other 
family events. 

See the advert to order for your 
parish, sodality, prayer group or 
school and catechism class.   

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 2018 is an important year for families  
in the Church. The 9th World Meeting of Families takes place in  
Ireland, from 21 to 26 August. Amoris Laetitia the 2016 encyclical of 
Pope Francis will be explored and discussed. For us, as before every 
three years, there will be a stronger focus on marriage and family life 
during the weeks 26 August to 7 October (weeks 21 - 27 in Ordinary 
Time) ending with a celebration of Marriage Day on 7 October. 

UBUNTU
Families do matter
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Celebrating 
the Epiphany of 

the Lord
The Epiphany of Our Lord is the 
feast observed on 6 January. 
Within the SACBC regions, it was 
celebrated on Sunday 7 January 
during Mass. The word “epiphany” 
means “to shine upon,” or “to 
manifest”, thus the feast cele-
brates the many ways that Christ 
has made Himself known to the 
world.                                   Lebo WA Majahe

Rev Bassie Johan Van Rooyen 
pictured alongside the crib, on the 
feast of the Epiphany of the Lord.

Instilling love for education  
at a young age

Fr Malesela Dikgale giving out stationery to Grade R students at 
St Theresa, Zondi.                                                                                              Nokuthula Ngcobo

Speaking at a strategy 
session organised by the 
South West Deanery 

Daughters of St Anne Sodality at 
Our Lady of Fatima Dube in 
November, Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale OMI, said the Sodality 
of the Daughters of St Anne is a 
one for all women who associate 
with Mary’s experience and for 
those that seek, and find, refuge 
in Mary.

Mary the Mother of God once 
felt ashamed after she got 
pregnant at a very early stage. 
She was forced to flee her home. 
The Daughters of St Anne was 
the Archbishop’s strategic 
intervention in addressing all the 
preconceptions faced by women 
in the church, and to address the 
fact that young women no longer 
believe in marriage and are living 
in a society where men feel it is 
acceptable to have more than one 
family and not commit them-
selves to any of the women. 

Another reason why the 
Archbishop formed the Sodality 
was to create a spiritual home for 

young or old woman. Young 
women didn’t find a niche or 
place in the church, some because 
they became mothers at a young 
age and suddenly didn’t find the 
place in the church and 
subsequently found they couldn’t 
join other sodalities because of 
the age gap. Therefore they found 
themselves in this no-man’s land 
or grey area. It was Archbishop 
Tlhagale’s wish that women come 
together and share their problems 
or humiliations and whatever pain 
and prejudice they might be 
feeling. The sodality should find 
a way to merge the gap between 
the younger members and older 
members through their spiritual 
programmes, he said, adding he 
was happy that over the years, the 

Archbishop 
Buti graces 
Baradi Strategy 
Session

Archbishop 
Buti graces 
Baradi Strategy 
Session

Sodality had forged itself a new 
identity and was growing.

“Once you have joined the 
Sodality, you can never be the 
same, you must be prepared to 
change from what you used to be 
to be a better person. Members 
must be prepared to sacrifice their 
resources from time to time. 

“There’s no need to fix the 
Sodality, otherwise you will end 
up taking out the good and 
replacing with the bad, but, 
because of the spiritual identity 
with Mary, the Sodality should 
have been called the Companion 
of Mary,” he said.

His Grace also made an offer to 
teach and engage the Sodality 
members on the book called “The 
Joy of love”, the encyclical letter 
by Pope Francis on Marriage. It 
will empower members about the 
tools of marriage life and how our 
priests should deal with annulment 
of marriages. This will be a six-
month session that will cover one 
chapter per month, he said. This 
will help raise the level of matters 
that should be discussed by all the 
members when together and point 
a direction on the kind of things 
which are important to us and 
grow the roots of our spiritual life.

Nelisiwe Vezi, Daughters of St Anne  
Sodality South West Deanery Chairperson

St Charles Lwanga, Orange Farm 
had the privilege of being  

visited by the Apostolic Nuncio, Arch-
bishop Peter Wells on Christmas Day.

Orange Farm receives special guests

Left: Mr Bricks,  
Fr Ibercio,  
Apostolic Nuncio 
and Rev Deacon 
MD Mchunu.

Lukas Cornaro, Archbishop Peter 
Wells, Fr Ibercio Rojas, Markus 
Cornaro, altar servers and  
parishioners.

FAMILY of  GOD COMMUNITY 
invi tes you to our

LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR

“I expect that you share with all 
in the Church the grace of baptism 

in the Holy Spirit.” Pope Francis 
Dates Talks Presenter 

06-Feb God’s Love Alexander Venter
13-Feb Salvation Fr Rodney George
20-Feb New Life Fr Deneys Williamson
27-Feb Receiving God’s Gift  Fr Joseph Wilson
06-Mar Baptism in Holy Spirit Paul Cook
13-Mar Growth Paul Derbyshire
20-Mar Transformation in Christ Denis Jacobs
27-Mar Mass Fr Barney McAleer 

Time: 7.30 – 9.30pm
St. Charles’ Parish Hall, Road No.3, Victory Park

Secure Parking

Contact David 082 607 1554 or Carlos 082 467 4909

He was accompanied by the 
European Union Ambassador, 
Markus Cornaro, his wife Astrid 
and their son Lukas.

The nuncio gave a beautiful 
homily in which he said we need 
to imitate Jesus’ example of taking 
care of the poor and needy as He, 
himself, lived in a simple manner.

He imparted the papal bless-
ing on the parish and gave a gift 
of a processional cross to be used 
by the St Charles Lwanga altar 
servers. 

Henry Handgraaf was born in The Netherlands in 
1928 and came to South Africa at the age of 10. 
He attended Marist Brothers, Observatory, where 
he made the conscious decision to be baptised 
at the age of 16.

He was married to Madge for more than 60 
years, with whom he had three children, and 
three grandchildren.  

Henry was ordained to the Permanent Diaconate on 8 December 1985 
by Bishop Reginald Orsmond at the Cathedral. He served the Edenvale 
parish loyally until relatively recently. He served two terms as Chairman of 
the Board of Deacons. In addition, he was a member of the Knights of da 
Gama and served for a period as assistant Chaplain of the Edenvale Council.

He died on January 16 and his funeral took place on Saturday, 20 January 
at St Therese, Edenvale. The  Mass was concelebrated by Frs Joseph Leathem 
OMI, Frank McGreal OMI and Christophe M.Afr, with more than 20 deacons 
and more than 20 Knights being present, together with a large 
congregation. 

We extend our condolences to the family with the prayer that he may  
Rest in Peace.                                                                            Deacon Tony Bishop

Deacon Henry Handgraaf

RIPRIP
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20172017
Matric 

ACHIEVERS

Romy Sapire
9 distinctions

Micheala Hoenselaar 
7 distinctions

Mia Dancey
8 distinctions

Yu Fei Jia 
7 distinctions

Kiara Peter 
7 distinctions

Arabella Ingham 
6 distinctions

Claire Vieira 
6 distinctions

Amber Isabelle 
5 distinctions

Hannah Mcloughlin 
5 distinctions

Chloé Blair 
5 distinctions

Maseko Kagiso 
4 distinctions

Mulovhedzi  
Nokukhanya 
4 distinctions

Ravele Thapelo 
6 distinctions

Mlonyeni Ayanda 
5 distinctions

Mpumelelo Makhaya
6 distinctions

Faye Falconer-Pincus 
5 distinctions

Warmest congratulations to our 121 Matrics, our 
teachers, parents/guardians and thanks be to God.
99.2% pass / 89 Bachelors / 105 subject distinctions

The victory of success is won when 
one gains the habit of setting goals 
and achieving them. Despite the 
many challenges we face, it is 
rewarding when, at the end, we do 
achieve and succeed. Producing 
excellent results is one of our aims. 

We are very proud of our class  
of 2017. Out of 108 learners,  
107 achieved a pass, giving us a 
99.07 pass rate.

St Matthews

Immaculata 
Secondary School

St Ursula’s 
School

Bongane Sigauque
6 distinctions

Thato Thapo
6 distinctions

Tshepiso Seshoeshoe
5 distinctions

Thato Nare
6 distinctions

Lerato Moshoeshoe
5 distinctions

To the class of 2017 - congratulations 
on an outstanding set of results!

We are thrilled to announce 
the excellent Matric IEB NSC 

results: we are immensely proud of 
the 100% BD (University Entrance) 
pass rate. 153 Distinctions were  
attained by the class of 51 candi-
dates and averaged 3 distinctions 
per candidate – this is cause for 
great celebration. 
I wish to praise most highly those 

girls who have overcome struggles 
over the years to attain good 
results. They may not be one of the 
academic “stars”, but in their own 
right, they have achieved their 
personal best and their Bs, Cs and 

Ds are worthy of equal honour.
Sincere congratulations go to the 
teachers of all the girls. From the 
Foundation Phase to this year, staff 
have educated, enriched and nur-
tured the girls to attain their best. 

Dominique Pardini 
8 distinctions

Arushi Chawla 
7 distinctions

Danielle Grave 
7 distinctions

Mpilenhle Zondi
5 distinctions

Shanley Webb 
5 distinctions

Nathan Mocheko
6 distinctions

Gift Mwelase
6 distinctions

Richard Kobeli 
5 distinctions

Lucky Thamae
5 distinctions

ST MARTIN DE PORRES 
HIGH SCHOOL
GOD IS GOOD
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Miyabo Miyabo  
5 distinctions

Chelsea Masiso 
5 distinctions

Monique Pinheiro
9 distinctions

Vuyo Sontshaka
7 distinctions

Erin Hutton
7 distinctions

Aliah Abrahams
8 distinctions

Vanessa Alves
4 distinctions

Brittany Dennison
7 distinctions

Brodie Stevenson
6 distinctions

Débora de Fonseca
5 distinctions

Monica Alves
4 distinctions

Jessica Gerber
8 distinctions

Nicole Soundiades
4 distinctions

Shalom Gwanyuki
5 distinctions

Rafaella Toi
6 distinctions

Taryn Glazebrook
5 distinctions

Chiara Blows
7 distinctions

Jenna Smith
6 distinctions

Khanyisa Mdazuka
5 distinctions

Deborah Obeng
7 distinctions

Samantha Thurgood
7 distinctions

Patricia Zongololo
6 distinctions

Robyn Hock
5 distinctions

Helena Da Costa
7 distinctions

Karen Hsu
6 distinctions

Holy Rosary

We are very proud of all of our matrics as they did our school 
proud with a 100% pass rate and an average of almost two 
distinctions per pupil. The values of hard work, self-belief and 
care instilled in our school are evident in the way these girls 
worked and in the results achieved by these amazing young 
ladies.

McAuley House School

Hannah Mitchell
7 distinctions

Ipeleng Lentsoe
5 distinctions

Nkateko Shilaluke
7 distinctions

Kerryn Potgieter
6 distinctions

Deirdre Jacobs
5 distinctions

Zakhna Dhiraj
5 distinctions

Jemma Pellizzon
5 distinctions

47 Matric candidates, 100% pass rate,  
98% University pass, 2% diploma pass.
1 Candidate (Aliah Abrahams) placed in top 
5% IEB outstanding achievement list.
Above IEB average in all subjects.

Assumption Convent
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Merrick Hughes
8 distinctions

Alastair Dunn
7 distinctions

Kiernan Scott
6 distinctions

Brandon Gallichan
5 distinctions

Adam Potterton
5 distinctions

Matthew Benning
8 distinctions

Maxwell Parkin
7 distinctions

Luke Tollman
6 distinctions

Connor Jones
5 distinctions

March Strauss
5 distinctions

Michel De Laroche 
7 distinctions

Brandon Pinto
6 distinctions

Damien Wantenaar
6 distinctions

Daniel Lee
5 distinctions

Jame Zenha
5 distinctions

ST BENEDICT’S COLLEGE

The Class of 2017 have produced some 
pleasing results in the 2017 National 

Senior Certificate Examinations (NSC) of the 
Independent Examinations Board. This group 
of young men have worked valiantly 
throughout their high school careers and 
these results are a reflection of their commit-

ment to their studies. The boys have excelled 
not only academically but on the sports field 
and in the cultural sphere. We, as a school,  
commend them on their achievements as they 
walk confidently into the future.

One hundred and eighteen boys sat the NSC 
examination. 

Devon Breet
5 distinctions

Malibongwe Hlatshwayo
5 distinctions

Ritvik Menon
5 distinctions

Matthew Loo
5 distinctions

Kyle Grimsley
6 distinctions

Pedro Nogueira
6 distinctions

Luke Nicholas
6 distinctions

Daniel Ouma
6 distinctions

Roberto Coelho
6 distinctions

Jason Teixeira
8 distinctions

Alexander Francis
8 distinctions

Diego Alves
7 distinctions

Liam McGregor
7 distinctions

Gianfranco Cantinella
7 distinctions

In a year in which we have been 
privileged to celebrate the  

bicentenary of the Marist Institute 
internationally and 150 years of 
Marist education in South Africa and 
Africa, the Matric Class of 2017 have 
given us further reason to celebrate, 
with a set of Matric results of which 
they, as we, can be proud.

It can be said that the 31 high 
schools achieved these results, 
but it would not have been 
possible without the foundation 
of an excellent primary education 
received in many of our schools. 
The real treasure for us as the 
Catholic Schools Office is that 
each year thousands of children 
pass through our schools having 
life-changing experiences of 
playing, working and studying 
together as they develop their 
God-given talents and gifts. In 
Catholic schools we try to give 
our students a sense of what Jesus 
meant when He spoke about the 
kingdom of God. We hold before 
them a vision of the world as God 

wants it to be, and we try to live 
and act in accordance with that 
vision.

We commend all the learners 
on their diligence, which, 
together with excellent, dedicated 
teaching and support from parents 
resulted in such wonderful 
results. Catholic schools are 
committed to an ethos of hard 
work and discipline, which result 
in academic achievements that 
are above the national and 
provincial average and much of 
the success is attributed to the 
Catholic ethos and Gospel values 
of our schools.  

 Blessings to all in the Catholic 
education network.  

Rosa Calaca, Director
Gauteng Catholic Schools Office

Continued from page 1.
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The League of Margherita, together with  
Catholic Women’s League aspirants from  

St John Bosco, Robertsham, collectively  
donated to the Look Forward Creativity/Blessed 
Virgin Mary Centre for the Needy in South Hills.

The centre came into existence in November  
2000 after an idea of a humble Catholic  
woman who dedicated herself to a life of  
celibacy. She started her volunteer work by  
loving and caring for HIV/Aids and the mentally- 
handicapped, by providing them with food parcels, 
soup, bread and old clothes. She desired to adopt  
a child, but seeing the plight of so many abused,  
abandoned, orphaned and destitute children, she started 

Books, clothing and 
shoes for the children

an outreach programme which she believed would 
give her the leverage of touching the lives of many 
more children. For more information about how  
to assist, contact Sr Beatrice 011 613-3867 
or 011 613-4490.                              Matsie Mbanjwa 
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A 20-minute Nativity tableau was 
presented by adult parishioners 
from the parish of Don Bosco,  
Robertsham at the 6pm Mass on 
Christmas Eve. The story was  
narrated by proclaimers from the 
parish while the actors portrayed 
the scenes. The tableau was inter-
woven with Christmas carols and 
hymns including solo perform- 
ances by several of the tableau’s 
characters. The performance was 
well-received by clergy and parish-
ioners alike. Mass was celebrated 
by outgoing Salesian Provincial,  
Fr Francois Dufour. 

Mark Kisogloo

Priest-in-charge of St Anthony 
of Padua, Evaton and  

St Francis Xavier, Evaton West, 
Fr Sergio Lorenzini had a report-
back meeting with the youth of 
both parishes about the Mini 
World Youth Day 2017. Topic 
discussed included:
• How do they influence other 

youth to be proud of their 
Catholic faith?

• The way forward after MWYD 
2017

• How will they share the expe-

Nativity tableau MWYD feedback

rience as they are revived in 
their experience?

The youth of both parishes 
were very happy to be part of the 
history made in Durban and 
thanked the parishes and parents, 
not forgetting the Archdiocese as a 
whole and Archbishop Buti Tlhag-
ale. They also thanked the hosting 
families from Umlazi for welcom-
ing the parishioners into their 
warm homes.

Bohope Pruvinance Moeketsi 

Anticipating the 
birth of Christ

On Christmas Eve, at Holy Angels, 
Bez Valley a Children’s Mass was 

held.  At the end of the service, all the 
children went with the parish priest,  

Fr Arnaldo Nyathi, to pray at the crib.
Sr Angela Sutton OP 

Rev Johan Van Rooyen is pictured here with some 
members of the St James community, Magaliesburg 
after distributing gifts to the children on 25 December. 
The gifts were donated by catechism children and 

Bringing Christmas 
smiles to the children

parishioners from the Our Lady of the Holy Rosary  
parish, Krugersdorp, under the guidance of Fr Ignatius 
Fidgeon OMI.

Fr Charles Uloko is seen here with the happy  
children after receiving their unexpected and appre-
ciated gifts.               

Lebo WA Majahe Christmas 
Midnight 
Mass

for ALL lovers of Scripture

Venue: La Verna Franciscan Retreat Centre, Vanderbijlpark

Dates: Friday 16th February until Sunday 18th February 2018

Cost: R1100 per person

Includes all meals, accommodation & course fees

ALL reservations done through Catholic Bible Foundation

Bookings close 2nd February 2018. 

FULL payment must be made!

Contact: Teresa Wilsnagh (011) 435 7488 
jhb@catholicbible.org.za

Banking details: FNB - The Glen 
 Branch Code 259605 
 Account Number 5375 0057 871 
 Account Name Catholic Bible Foundation of SA 

PLEASE put your name as reference

Catholic Bible Foundation of SA 
presents

Weekend with the 
Gospel of John 2018 St Francis of Assisi, 

Reiger Park held its 
annual Christmas Party  
on 16 December. This is  
a tradition instituted many 
years ago.

The purpose is to  
cater for underprivileged  
children in Reiger Park 
and surrounding informal 
settlements. This year, the 
parish catered for 1 200 
children.

The aim is to create 
awareness for children 
about what Christmas is 
about and to put smiles on 
their faces by giving each 
child a gift and a party 
pack. This is achieved 
every year by fundraising, 
parish contributions, dona-
tions from members of the 
church, community, and 
sponsorships. By the grace 
of God we grow from 
strength to strength yearly.

Maureen Hammond

The Maronite 
Church, Mul-

barton celebrated 
Christmas Eve with 
a well-attended mid-
night Mass which 
began at 11pm.

The baby Jesus 
was carried by the celebrant, Fr Jean Yammine in procession and 
placed upon the altar. At the end of Mass, there was a short proces-
sion with the baby Jesus to the life-size nativity scene in the foyer of 
the church where Fr Jean placed the baby Jesus in the manger. He 
then blessed the baby with incense three times  
and wished all parishioners a Merry  
Christmas.                          Mark Kisogloo

Putting smiles 
on little faces
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Celebrating Fr Philip 
Miller’s retirement 
and welcoming of 

Fr Lawrence Ndlovu

On the occasion of Fr Philip 
Miller’s retirement and the 
welcoming of Fr Lawrence 

Ndlovu as parish priest, the parish 
pastoral council chairman of Our 
Lady of Peace Roodepoort, Bene-
dict Molebatsi, presented an 
address during the concelebration 
of Holy Mass by both priests on 
31 December. He reflected the 
mood of the parish congregation 
gathered in the church, and later  
in the parish hall, saying that this 
was a sad occasion to be losing  
Fr Philip, but a source of joy to  
be able to welcome Fr Lawrence.

Fr Philip leaves Our Lady of 
Peace Parish for a well-earned 
rest. He initially ministered to the 
faithful in the Archdiocese as a 
deacon at the Cathedral where he 
served for many years, and also 
assisted in the preparation of  
many priests and deacons for their 

ordinations. For the past 11 years, 
he has served as parish priest in 
Roodepoort. 

Fr Lawrence Ndlovu was born 
in Soweto and is a man of varied 
interests and experience. In earlier 
years, he worked in media, starting 
as a presenter at Radio Veritas, and 
also spent a short time at the Soul 
Magazine where he worked on 
public relations and marketing.

He was a field worker and youth 
facilitator in Soweto and around 
Johannesburg for the Catholic 
Youth Office, and was in the 

Farewell ... 
and welcome

Fr Philip Miller, Fr Lawrence  
Ndlovu, Benedict Molebatsi, with 
Monica Molebatsi bidding farewell 
to Fr Philip.

facilitation team of the national 
youth programme – Education for 
Life. During this time he 
travelled and worked extensively 
with young people all over South 
Africa and Swaziland.

As a journalist, he has contri-
buted to several publications 
including The Thinker, The 
Southern Cross, The South 
African and News 24 voices and 

Fr Liam Mac Dermott 17-02-63
Fr Ronald Houreld 13-02-81
Rev Martin De Klerk 28-02-81
Rev Edward Nyembe 05-02-95
Fr Joseph Matsau 11-02-95
Rev Wally Adams 11-02-95
Rev Haga Ndhlovu 12-02-95
Fr Pierre Chemaly 07-02-99
Fr Jonathan Petersen 02-02-02
Fr Russell Pollitt 24-02-06
Fr Lewis Tsuro 07-02-08

1st Fr Malesela Dikgale
5th Rev Michael Harrington
6th Fr Gabriel Kwedho 
7th Fr Bruce Botha 
 Fr Reginald Anthony
12th Fr Luke Okwaraudu
16th Fr Alvarez de Toledo Inigo 
 Fr Henri Denoukouia
19th Fr Eugene Hennessy 
 Fr Mbulelo Sikotoyi 
 Fr Tshepo Lekoko
     Fr Tshepiso Lekoko 
 Rev Zain Reddiar
20th Fr Paul Beukes
21st Fr Emil Blaser 
 Fr Simon Donnelly
25th Fr Ikechukwu Onoyima
26th Fr Peter Doherty 
27th Fr Gabriel Afagbegee
28th Fr Laszlo Karpati 
 Rev Isaac Thomas 
 Rev John Magata 
 Fr Aloysius Ssegwanyi

     
3rd Joseph Nnadi 
 Nkosinathi Nkabinde

We celebrate 
with our Priests

Ordinations

The following priests and 
deacons celebrate their birth-
days and anniversaries of their 
ordination. Take special note 
that the Vicar General, Fr Paul 
Beukes OMI also celebrates his 
birthday. Pray for all of them! 

Birthdays in February

... and in early March

Celebrating Fr Sergio’s birthday 
St Francis Xavier, Orange Farm celebrated the birthday of parish priest, 
Fr Sergio Lorenzini on 7 January after Mass. Fr Sergio’s actual birth-
day is on 11 January. The congregation also celebrated his 10-year at 
the parish.                                                               Mphonyana Mohapi

A presentation of the Solemnity of Epiphany took place at Our Lady Queen of 
Peace, Bophelong on Sunday, 7 January. Mass was celebrated by Fr Benen Fahy.
Catechist Diketso Lenka is pictured with the magi, the star and soldiers.

Dieketseng Mpakane

remains a frequent columnist with 
the Daily Maverick. 

Fr Lawrence was ordained a 
priest in January 2015. He studied 
for the priesthood at St John 
Vianney Seminary and holds a 
bachelor’s degree in philosophy, a 
bachelor’s degree in divinity from 
the University of London and a 
Sacred Theological Baccalaureate 
from the Bellarmine Institute at 
Heythrop College, London. He 
recently completed his master’s 
and licentiate in theology at Hey-
throp College of the University  
of London.

He is the founding chairperson 
of the Sacred Music Archive of 
Southern Africa, an initiative that 
seeks to collate, preserve and 
promote choral music in Southern 
Africa by working with commun-
ity composers, conductors and 
choirs.

The parish is privileged to  
be Fr Lawrence’s first parish 
following his ordination and 
completion of studies in South 
Africa and England.           

Mike Moroney

Celebrating the 
epiphany solemnity
Celebrating the 
epiphany solemnity

After six years of faithful, 
diligent service to St 
Patrick’s, La Rochelle, 

we bid farewell to Fr Ivaldo 
Bettin cs as he takes up a posi-
tion of parish priest of St Agnes 
in Woodstock. He will also rep-
resent the Portuguese commu-
nity in the Cape at Diocesan 
level. 

Fr Ivaldo was instrumental 
in assisting many migrants and 
refugees in getting legal docu-
ments, and also assisting them 
with many spiritual and physical 
needs since he was the Vicar for 
Refugees and Migrants in the 
diocese. 

At a parish level, Fr Ivaldo 
organised that the 20 windows 
in the parish be replaced by 
stained-glass windows. Fr Ival-
do was well-known, so he was 

Birthday blessings!
Fr Ikechukwu Onoyima CSSp 
giving his brother-priest,  
Fr Emmanuel Wafula a hand, 
after he gave him a special 
blessing on his birthday, which 
was on Christmas day.

Lebo WA Majahe

Farewell, Fr Ivaldo

able to secure much-need spon-
sorship for these windows, as 
well as the much-needed mainte-
nance to beautify the many par-
ish buildings. Fr Ivaldo was a 
hands-on person and would often 
be seen pushing a wheel barrow 
and wiping walls. 

We wish him well in all his 
new endeavours in Cape Town. 

Dominique Byrne

Fr Ivaldo Bettin cs celebrating 
Mass.

Birthday blessings 
for Fr Emmanuel
Fr Emmanuel Wafula is blessed 
by Fr Ike Onoyima on the occa-
sion of his birthday on Christmas 
Day at St Peter’s, Kagiso I. 

Tebogo Tsimane
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Priests came from as far 
afield as Kroonstad and 
Swaziland to grace the 

ordination to the priest-
hood of Rev Deacon 
Tshepiso Bontle 
Lekoko at St Albert’s, 
Vosloorus on 
Saturday,  
16 December.

The packed church 
witnessed the ordina-
tion that came after the 
Deacon had a brief spell 
at St Joseph’s, Mokoena, 
under the stewardship of  
Fr Elijah Otu MSP. Besides his 
liturgical functions, he was 
involved in ministry to the Small 
Christian Communities.

 After the procession into the 
church by the clergy, parish priest 
Fr S’milo Mngadi delivered a 
welcoming address. The ordina-
tion was led by the chief celebrant 
Bishop Duncan Tsoke. 

The main concelebrants were  
Fr Tshepo Lekoko, parish priest of 

Holy Family in Turffontein, Vicar 
for Vocations Fr Malesela 
Dikgale and Fr Lucky Mvula 
from Kroonstad diocese. They 
were assisted by Rev Fannie 
Msiza and Rev Pheto Matlala. 

Fr Malesela did the presenta-
tion of the candidate after the 

proclamation of the gospel.
In his homily, the Bishop 

Duncan urged the Rev Deacon to 
be a good shepherd. He said: 
“Thank you for saying ‘Yes’ to 
the Lord when you were called. 
As you have been chosen, the 
Holy Spirit will guide you. Open 
your heart and be the hope for the 
hopeless”.

The rites of ordination 
followed: the examination of the 
candidate, promise of obedience, 
Litany of the Saints, laying-on of 
hands, investiture with the stole 
and chasuble, the anointing of the 
palms with the sacred Chrism oil, 
the presentation of the offerings 

and the kiss of peace. 
Various sodalities from the host 

parish and the neighbouring  
St Joseph’s parish presented the 
newly ordained with a variety of 
gifts.

Beginning with the acclamation 
“The Lord is good”, a delighted  
Fr Tshepiso thanked God for 
“making me aware of Your 
presence at an early age in my life. 
Thank you for loving me and 
protecting me for all these years. 
Thank you Lord”, he said, in a 
speech that was punctuated by 
occasional bursts of applause. He 
appreciated the support of Bishop 
Duncan whom he described as 
having been a father figure to him 
throughout his spiritual journey to 
the priesthood. He expressed his 
thankfulness to Fr Elijah and the 
congregations of St Albert’s 

Proud, empowered and happy ladies with their certificates at St Patrick’s, 
La Rochelle. These ladies graduated from the sewing class in November. 
We have empowered 35 ladies so far and some have started cooperatives 
and are doing well.

Dominique Byrne

Empowering ladies through sewing

The third edition of Elements of 
Counselling, co-authored by 
Joan Schon, Lauren Gower and  

Fr Victor Kotze, has been released. 
It is a tribute to Fr Victor, who is a 

doctor of ministry and a clinical 
psychologist. He has often been 
called upon to counsel parishioners, 
and developed an interest in how 
psychology and theology merge.

When he was afforded a two-year 
sabbatical in 1970s, Fr Victor 
explored this link and spent six 
months in Spain scrutinising his 
inner world in various psychother-
apy groups overseas. Having been 
awarded a scholarship by the World 
Council of Churches, he completed 
his sabbatical by studying for a 

The scheme is available to all 
at reasonable and affordable monthly premiums.

We offer you FOUR plans 
to choose what suits your needs:

1. Survivor Benefit Plan  Benefit: R2 000 for six months
2. Plus 9 Combo Plan  Benefit: R8 000 or R10 000

(you choose)
3. Standard Funeral Plan Benefit: R10 000
4. Premium Funeral Plan Benefit: R18 000
This is the Funeral Scheme for your family and extended 
dependants. You get paid within 48 hours of complying 

with all necessary requirements/ documents. 
THERE IS A REASONABLE WAITING PERIOD 

FOR NATURAL CAUSES

Secure your family and support your Catholic Church 
by joining now.

Makatolike Funeral 
Group Scheme

Let us grow our own scheme and be proud of it.
Makatolike Funeral Group Scheme

is for YOU.

For assistance and more information, 
contact Mr Lawrence Mafa on 084 206-1330 

or call the Chancery on 011 402-6400

Elements of counselling – 
practitioner’s handbook

Rev Deacon Tshepiso Bontle Lekoko
Ordination

Bishop Duncan Tsoke delivers 
homily at the ordination.

Fr Mngadi is flanked by twin 
brothers Fr Tshepiso with raised 
hand and Fr Tshepo Lekoko.

Auxiliary Bishop Duncan presents 
the newly ordained Fr Tshepiso to 
the congregation.

After his ordination, Fr Tshepiso 
Lekoko prays over the Auxiliary 
Bishop Duncan Tsoke

Fr Tshepiso 
finds time  

to bless the 
faithful after 

his ordination.

and St Joseph’s. 
He acknowledged the encour-

agement, guidance and support he 
received from the clergy, his twin 
brother, Fr Tshepo and mother 
Martha. “You are blessed among 
women”, he said, referring to his 
mother. To the seminarians who 
were present, he said: “You are 
not called to be seminarians. Your 
destination is in the priesthood. 
You must love your vocation with 
all your heart”. Expressions of 
gratitude were also extended to  
Fr S’milo and Fr Victor Ngwenya 
of Holy Rosary, Phiri – with 
whom he did his internship – and 
his parishioners.

Abel Dlamini 

Fr Tshepiso’s mother, Martha  
Motlatsi Lekoko is flanked by  
relative Rev Sello J Motsiri-Kharoli 
from Uniting Reformed Church in 
Nelspruit and wife Vanessa

doctorate in ministry at the Chicago 
Theological Seminary. On his return 
to South Africa, he was appointed 
parish priest of St Francis Xavier, 
Martindale. It was here that Fr Victor 
established a counselling service to 
take care of the many people who 
sought counsel and for whom 
facilities were not readily accessible. 

To effectively realise this goal,  
Fr Victor needed training in clinical 
psychology. It was at the University 
of Witwatersrand that he and fellow 
masters’ students, Joan Schon and 
Robin Hornibrook, collaborated on a 
project resulting in the establish-
ment of the Martindale Counselling 
Centre, situated in the parish in 
1984.

The organisation branched out 
reaching further into the commun-
ity and services such as individual, 
couple counselling and group 
counselling and training. It was 
renamed Sophiatown Community 
Psychological Services (SCPS) and is 
of service to people of all ages, 
colour, creeds and sexual persua-
sions. In response to favourable 
feedback of the first edition, SCPS 
published an updated second 
edition.

The current edition is an 
expanded, revised version. It serves 
as a guide to short term counsel-
ling. Like previous editions, it will 
serve as an invaluable resource to 
counsellors, health care workers, 
psychologists, teachers, doctors, 
social workers, nurses, priests and 
anyone wishing to administer 
psychological first aid.

It covers fundamental aspects of 
counselling such as the process of 
counselling, reflections and common 
concerns.    

The book is available from the 
Jesuit Institute. 


