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In a packed-to-capacity 
Cathedral of Christ the King, 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale  

OMI ordained four men to the 
priesthood on Saturday, 27 October.

There was an exuberant mood as 
attendants rejoiced at the gain for 
the Archdiocese of the priesthood 
of Frs Oupa Matseke, Sefako 
Santawana, Abel Maluleke and 
Boshom Mpetsheni. The four 
studied in Tangaza, and bring an 
array of experience and knowledge 

from the African continent, 
specifically Kenya. 

The four were presented to 
their Archbishop by their 
mothers, and vouched for by 
Episcopal Vicar for Vocations;  
Fr Malesela Dikgale that they are 
worthy to be ordained and had 
undergone  the necessary training. 

Also present was Bishop 
Duncan Tsoke and Bishop 
Emeritus Zithulele Mvemve, with 

Priests who taint the name 
of the Church should be 
excommunicated – Archbishop Buti

Members of St Cecilia dance  
during the entrance procession

Rev Richard Stonier, proclaims  
the gospel.

about 100 priests from within the 
dioceses and from afar coming to 
witness the occasion. 

The Mass was animated by the 
Archdiocesan St Cecilia Choir, 
consisting of choirs from various 
parishes within the Archdiocese.

Kgaugelo Ntsie, MC for the day.

The ordinands lay down during the litany of the saints. See page 10.

Expanding the footprint  
of the Church

Fr Elijah, together with altar servers and ministers of the Eucharist, is pictured with 
the station council  members, from right to left next to him: Mamoeti Malunga  
(secretary), Thapelo Motlaase (additional member), Norah Mofokeng, holding the 
portrait of Divine Mercy (deputy chairperson), Lawrence Ndlovu (chairperson), Linah 
Nzima and Lindiwe Khumalo (additional members).

The expansion of Katlehong 
and the parish of St Joseph- 
Mokoena, under Fr Elijah Otu 

MSP, has caused the church to 
launch another outstation at Zonki-
zizwe ext. 3.

The launch of Divine Mercy 
outstation, on Sunday 28 October, 
follows those of Holy Trinity at 
Kwanele and St Theresa at Maga-
gula sections, a clear sign of the 
expanding footprint of the Catholic 
Church in Katlehong.

The official opening Mass was 
celebrated at the assembly on the 
grounds of Umtholo Primary School 
in Zonkizizwe. 

Parishioners from the mother 
parish of St Joseph and the outsta-
tions of Holy Trinity and St Theresa, 
all under Fr Elijah Otu MSP – the 
pioneer of the establishment of the 
outstation – attended the inaugural 
Mass celebration. 

The first bread and wine were 
generously donated by Tebogo 
Masunyane from the Justice and 
Peace Department and a parish-
ioner at Sacred Heart in Nhlapo 
Section, Katlehong. 

Parishioners at this outstation are 
drawn from neighbouring parishes 
and Zonkizizwe itself. Since they do 
not have a permanent facility for 
worship, they are accommodated at 
the premises of Petros and Norah 
Mofokeng. 

Fr Elijah said he was excited that 
he had responded to the voice 
calling on him to establish the 
Church in Zonkizizwe Section.

After his homily, Fr Elijah led the 
faithful with the Litany of Divine 
Mercy and a prayer for the Missions.  

 MaMofokeng, who had wor-
shipped at Sacred Heart in Nhlapo 
Section, said it was time-consuming 
and expensive for parishioners. 

Continued on page 9.

Fr Elijah Otu MSP blesses members of the station council after introducing 
them to the congregation.
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Christmas wishes 
from staff at the Chancery.

The Chancery 
will close on 21 December 
and reopen on 3 January.
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PATRONAL FEASTS: 
DECEMBER

3rd St Francis Xavier, Evaton, (1931); 
Martindale (1929)

6th St Nicholas, Daveyton (1955)
8th Immaculate Conception, Diepkloof 

(1964); Rosebank (1936); 
Westonaria, (1951)

25th Emmanual, Sebokeng Zone 14, 
(1978)

27th St John the Apostle, Florida (1970)
28th Holy Family, Spruitview (2010); 

Turffontein (1950)

CONFIRMATIONS IN 
DECEMBER 

 – Pray for them!

Pope’s Intentions: 
December

Evangelization: In the Service of 

the Transmission of Faith – That 

people, who are involved in the 

service and transmission of faith, 

may find, in their dialogue with 

culture, a language suited to the 

conditions of the present time.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS

CONFIRMATIONS

NOTICES

Sun 2 09:00 
 Christ the King 
 Orlando East
Sun 2 09:30 
 St Francis of Assisi 
 Reiger Park
Sun 9 08:30 
 St Paul’s 
 Tsakane
Sun 9 09:00 
 St Joseph the Worker 
 Boipatong

Mariapolis 2018
Spirituality, workshops, 

Recreation for 
all the family organised 

by the Focolare Movement from 
18 to 22 December.

Venue: Youth For Christ 
Retreat Centre - Magaliesburg
For further information contact
czfsouthafrica@gmail.com – 

011 674-5075

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical abortion), 
Catholics must be told, for their eternal 

welfare, and survival of their  
unborn infants.

www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill  :  

pdfCoLA 082 609 6919

Thirty eight candidates from the Cathedral received their First Holy 
Communion on Sunday, 30 September. Cathedral Administrator,  
Rev Fr Thabo Motshegwa administered the Sacrament.    Andrew Maganga

Pictured above are some of the more than 50 children who received 
their First Holy Communion at St Thérése in Edenvale on Sunday  
28th October. This is the biggest group we’ve had in many years and 
pray that they and their families are richly blessed as they go forward 
in their Catholic lives.                                                Barbara K Gregory

Bishop Duncan Tsoke administered the Sacrament of Confirmation to 
young people of the parish of Blessed Isidore Bakanja, Protea North 
on Sunday, 14 October.                                                   Hilda Mohlala

A good number of 73 Communicants after receiving their First Holy 
Communion took place on 28 October  during the midday Mass at  
St Charles, Victory Park.                                  Fr Emmanuel Youngten, OMI

Holy Rosary School’s 
Grade 3s received the 
Sacrament of First Holy Commu-
nion on Sunday, 14 October. 

Deidre Alcock, Marketer

Edenvale

Holy  Rosary

Protea

St Charles

Cathedral

Bishop Duncan Tsoke conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation on candi-
dates at St John Paul II, Linmeyer on Saturday, 6 October. Also in the  
picture is parish priest, Fr Deneys Williamson.                          Pic: Carla Silva

8 December : 09h00 – 15:00
Altar Servers Retreat

Venue: Cathedral
What to bring: Note pad, pen, 

Bible and own lunch.
For more information please 
contact Annastacia Mphuthi  

at 011 402 6400

Weekend pilgrimage 
to Ngome 

Holy Trinity Braamfontein has 
planned a pilgrimage from 
14 to 16 December 2018.

For more info contact  
Oswald Mokoena 082 086-1334 
or mokoenaoswald@gmail.com

Linmeyer

Saturday 26th January
Registration: 8:00 am 

Start time: 9:00 am

Catechists’ Retreat
St Patrick’s, La Rochelle

Host: Fr Patrick Mphepo CP



adnews@catholicjhb.org.za Volume 33 No 8December 2018 3

Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

Is Christmas actually a 
pagan festival?

We need more questions about 
the Liturgy!
You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 46876 
  Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail 
  adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 
• fax 011 402-6406

There is nothing liturgical about 
Christmas trees, but there is no 
harm in them either… no one links 
them to fertility rites now, do they? 
They are objects of authentic natu-
ral beauty unless, of course, they 
are made of plastic. 
Is Father Christmas a pagan  
magician?
No, Father Christmas is actually a 
blend of three characters: a Nordic 
magician, “Old Sir Christmas”, and 
St. Nicholas. The Nordic magician 
is a pre-Christian myth about a 
man who brought gifts to good 
children, but who punished the 
bad. We tend not to think of Father 
Christmas as giving punishments. 
In medieval England, “Old Sir 
Christmas” was a personification 
of the Christmas spirit who had 
nothing to do with children but 
who ate, drank and was merry. Old 
Sir Christmas had a long white 
beard and a warm suit with fur. 
Lastly St Nicholas (Sinter-klaas, or 
Santa Claus) is the Christian ver-
sion who is still very popular in the 
Netherlands and parts of Germany. 
He brings children presents, but on 
6 December which is his feast day. 
There are many legends surround-
ing St. Nicholas of Myra, including 
that he rescued three boys from a 
butcher, making him the children’s 
patron saint. He comes dressed as 
a bishop, most often in red vest-
ments. All these characters were 
blurred together in the nineteenth 
century.

The original Christmas message 
is found in the Gospels of Mat-
thew and Luke, and everything 
else is just decoration. Customs 
from pre-Christian Europe are not 
important, but nor are they harm-
ful. What is dangerous to our faith, 
whether we are Catholic or 
Evangelical, is the way consumer-
ism now overshadows the feast of 
the Nativity. Professor Donald 
Heinz of California State Uni-
versity warns that we are in danger 
of forgetting that God became 
flesh. He writes: “A capitalist 
Christmas focuses on all the mate-
rials that claim to be good instead 
of on the Good that claims to be 
material.” Christians would do 
well to break with the materialistic 
mania that enters our shops from 
mid-October. Why do we feel com-
pelled to spend money we don’t 
have to buy people things they 
don’t need? Why do we go all out 
to reproduce the “winter wonder-
land” of American popular culture 
in the middle of our glorious sum-
mer?!

Where do our Christmas traditions 
originate? Should we continue 
those practices which began in pre-
Christian cultures?

My children get into discussions at 
school with students of different 
beliefs. Some teenagers say that 
Christmas trees and Father 
Christmas are pagan in origin and 
so are anti-Christian. How can I 
explain our traditions to my kids?

Over many centuries Christianity 
became intertwined with European 
cultures, and as the Gospel was 
introduced into the Americas, 
Africa and Asia, so too did some 
pre-Christian European traditions. 
While Catholicism tends to absorb 
cultural practices, giving them new 
interpretations, some Protestants 
remain suspicious of all non- 
Biblical festivities and rituals.

When did Christmas originate and 
why is it held on 25 December?

The early Christians gathered for 
liturgy only on Sundays. Easter 
grew out of the Jewish Passover, 
but Christmas Day was not cele-
brated until about three hundred 
years after the first Pentecost. At 
that time, bishops and theologians 
were debating what it meant to say 
that Christ is both God and man. 
Since some doubted that Jesus had 
been born as a human being, it was 
decided to emphasise this dogma 
with an annual celebration. Jesus 
was born sometime before the 
death of Herod the Great in 4 B.C., 
but we don’t know the exactly date. 
There are several theories about 
why the early Church chose 25 
December. That was when the 
Roman pagans celebrated the 
rebirth of the sun, just after the 
shortest day of the year in the 
northern hemisphere. Perhaps we 
Christians absorbed their festival, 
showing that the birth of the Son of 
God is greater than the rising of the 
created sun.

Why are Christmas trees and holly 
being called “pagan”?

The winter in northern Europe can 
be long, dark and hard. People felt 
the need to rejoice once the days 
began to grow a longer once again. 
It was not until the twelfth century 
that the Nordic countries were con-
verted to Christ, so it’s unsurprising 
to find pre-Christian midwinter rit-
uals persisting wherever northern 
Europeans have settled. Cakes, pies 
and puddings made with dried fruit 
and nuts were obvious choices in 
the depths of winter. Evergreen 
plants were used to decorate homes 
as flowers were not available. Fir 
trees and wreaths, holly, ivy and 
mistletoe all served as signs of life 
and fertility when everything else 
was in hibernation. Christmas trees 
spread from Germany to Britain 
and America as late as the 19th 
century, and it was not until 1982 
that Pope St. John Paul II intro-
duced one into St Peter’s Square. 

The second World Day of 
the Poor saw the 
Department of Pastoral 

Care for Migrants and Refugees 
together with Maria’s Angels host 
a Christmas party for indigent 
families. This was held in the 
Cathedral’s small hall.

Mass was said by episcopal 
Vicar for Pastoral Care for 
Migrants and Refugees, Fr Pablo 
Velasquez and Fr John Baptist 
Panpogee. 

Fr Pablo said: “On this second 
World Day of the Poor, parishes 
around the world are doing some-
thing for the less-fortunate and 
those on the margins of society. 

“Ignorance is linked to poverty. 
Furthermore, poverty most of the 
time, is in our minds. Sometimes 
we think we are poor, that is not 

A Christmas Party on 
World Day of the Poor

MCs of the day, the youth from 
Holy Family, Turffontein Charles 
van Rooyen and Bongani Molotsi.

From left: Fr Pablo Velasquez, Senghor Papa, Anne Nkeyi Mabuta holding 
Valence Messe, Fr John Baptist Panpogee and Sr Marizete Garbin.

always the case. Jesus is our 
richness, our treasure and He 
came to us as a gift.”

The Vicar urged beneficiaries 
to work for peace, education and 
to up-skill themselves. He said he 
knew of people who were poor 
and ended up rich, and of rich 
people who died poor.

It was a bitter-sweet celebration 
with the announcement that  
Sr Therese Musoa was being 
transferred to Europe. Sr Maria 
de Lurdes who is now Caritas 
South Africa coordinator, is being 

replaced by Sr Marizete Garbin 
as Pastoral Care head of the 
department.

Families received Christmas 
presents and hampers.

Also attending were catechists 
from Florida who helped pack 
gifts, Focolare movement 
members, representatives from 
Lawyers for Human Rights, Sgt 
Israel Lota from the Jeppe Police 
Station and Youth from Jeppe 
Police Station Social Crime 
Prevention Unit.

Lerato Mohone

As the liturgical calendar drew 
to a close, the annual Special 

Religious Development (SPRED) 
Thanksgiving Mass took place at 
Blessed Sacrament, Malvern on 
17 November.

The Holy Eucharist was cele-
brated by parish priest, Fr Tony 
Daniels. The central message of 
his homily was that of hope, 
encouragement, the beauty of all 
God’s creatures and His 
unconditional love.

He said the Gospel (Luke 18: 
1-8) tells us of a widow who was 
persistent in her prayers. Her 
example, which can be likened to 
that of St Monica who interceded 
for her wayward son, teaches us 
to pray without ceasing and that 
God does hear our prayers.

He continued: “Sometimes we 
may only see one set of footprints 
in the sand when children are 
hospitalised and things are not 
going well, but God always 
carries us.”

As he blessed the parents, he 
said, may God give you the 
grace, strength and wisdom you 
need to take care of your beauti-
ful families. He also blessed the 
SPRED office, coordinators and 
their ministry, encouraging them 

to continue bringing hope and 
light to those that have become 
despondent on them.

“Sometimes we take it for 
granted that people know about 
SPRED,” said Fr Tony. He 

SPRED annual Thanksgiving Mass

Faith companions from Eldorado 
Park, Roslyn Bauer, Rozlyn Moore 
and Janette Antonio interpreting the  
Gospel.

Faith friends and companions from Diepkloof enjoying a meal together.

13 week GriefShare course 
Starts Saturday 2nd February 2019 at 10:30 – 13:00

Bryanston Catholic Church – Church of the Resurrection,  
Cnr. William Nicol and Sloane Streets, Bryanston. 

The objective of this course is to make it easier to overcome 
 the loss of a loved one and turn grief to joy. 

All are welcome to join us, regardless of creed or domicile.
For more info, contact Trudy 083 242 6887 or Henny 072 379 1394.

Fr Tony Daniels OMI

exhorted them to spread the good 
news by, once or twice a year, 
celebrating liturgies with their 
communities where the focus is 
on SPRED.

Departed faith friends, faith 
companions and priests who have 
journeyed with them were fondly 
remembered during the prayers of 
the faithful.

SPRED coordinator, Deborah 
Sebuse, said they were delighted 
to gather and celebrate this 
special occasion. She went on to 
thank Fr Tony for saying a 
wonderful Mass for them.

SPRED is a catechism that 
supports the religious, spiritual, 
social and emotional development 
of people with special needs.

After Mass everybody gathered 
in the parish hall to socialise over 
refreshments.           

Lerato Mohone
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Honouring Cancer
survivors

Fr Tom Segami OMI, parish 
priest of St Peter Claver,  

Pimville, blessed cancer survivor, 
Auma Shumba (right). Talks  

were given by medical experts  
on the dread disease.

Pic by Sello Mokoka

St Patrick’s,  
La Rochelle 

Festival of 
Nations

On 30 September, St Patrick’s, La 
Rochelle celebrated the diversity 
of cultures within the parish.

Parishioners wore cultural 
dress and flags from different 
countries were brought in at the 
beginning of Mass, Hymns in 
different languages were sung.

After Mass there were festivi-
ties with traditional food and 
entertainment from diffrerent 
countries. 

Dominique Byrne

December means Advent and Christmas, special days and times for 
families at home – and a family focus in the parish. Do you have 

an Advent wreath, reminding you that during the four weeks of Advent 
to pray and prepare for the coming of the Saviour? Do you have a 
Jesse tree, a great family activity to consider the role of the different 
ancestors of Jesus? 

For suggestions for these, other and resources visit: 
www.marfam.org.za/advent-and-christmas-family-practices; and 
www.marfam.org.za/advent-and-christmas-season/

MARFAM 2019. 
 Our regular family year planner is available again. The theme is: 

“Every family matters!” (See advert). The cost from R400 for 100,  
R5 each plus postage or delivery. 

Daily Family Reflections 2019
 For financial reasons, these will not be published in booklet form in 

2019. They can be accessed on www.marfam.org.za or Facebook or by 
registering for email by sending a request to info@marfam.org.za.

Toni Rowland

Ubuntu – Families Do Matter – 
December

Catholic Women’s 
League enrolments
A Catholic Women’s League enrolment 
ceremony took place at Regina Mundi, 
Moroka, on Saturday, 13 October.  
Mass was led by Bishop Duncan Tsoke.

Women who 
were invested.

Bishop Duncan 
during his homily.

Making their vows. Pics: Thoko Mlungwana

The colour pink which symbolises 
breast cancer awareness, was  

the theme of the day on 21 October 
as the Justice and Peace group of  
St Francis Xavier, Small Farms 
organised a Cancer Awareness Day.

During the celebration of Mass, 
said by parish priest Fr Sergio 
Lorenzini, cancer survivors from the 
deanery shared their inspiring 

New Catholic 
Women’s League 
members
New members of the Catholic 
Women’s League from St Pius X, 
Mofolo were introduced to parish 
priest, Fr Innocent Daniel and the 
congregation on 14 October. They 
are, from left: Nomasonto Luvuno, 
Dudu Masina, Kgadi Nonyane, 
Zama Msibi and Nthabiseng 
Kubisa who is not in the picture.

Pic:  Zandile Ngubeni

Early cancer detection and 
treatment saves lives

Early cancer detection and 
treatment saves lives

journeys of resilience and triumph. 
Their years in remission ranged from 
four to 22 years proving that with 
early detection, cancer can be 
beaten.

Many people die, not because of 
the cancer diagnosis, but due to lack 
of encouragement and support 
from family and friends. When 
detected early at stage one or two, 
it can be treated and beaten easily. 
Discovery at stage three or four is 
much more difficult, they said.

Justice and Peace member, Rose 
Mabunda, listed the common types 
of the disease which showed it does 
not discriminate and can affect any 
part of the body.

Survivors also encouraged men to 
get tested. “Do not say because my 
wife is cancer-free, I am also in the 
clear,” they advised.

Fr Lorenzini thanked the women 
for their bravery. “Some cancer is 
brought on by not taking care of our 
bodies. Much lung cancer is caused 
by smoking for example. We should 
not only look after our spiritual but 
also our physical being,” he said.

He said he could attest to 
prostrate cancer examination being 
very uncomfortable. “However,  
I strongly encourage men to do it as 
it may spare your life,” he urged. 

   Lerato Mohone

Breast cancer survivors, from left, Esther Serame, Mamotse Mkhwanazi, Sarah Ndaba, 
Lydia Tshukudu and Ella Sephooa.
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As extracted and edited 
from the article on the 
Cathedral building in the 

book ‘Hidden Johannesburg’ 
written by Paul Duncan and Alain 
Proust  ‘The most striking 
element of the Cathedral of Christ 
the King, at the heart of 
Doornfontein, consecrated in 
1960, is the riot of coloured light 
thrown across its interior and 
over the altar by the huge 
glorious stained-glass windows 
set high up on the walls.’

These were the work of 
modernist stained-glass artist 
Patrick Pollen (1928-2010) who 
developed the principles and 
colouring of Evie Hone, a Roman 
Catholic convert and an artist 
who had studied with impression-
ist painter Walter Sickert. 

Pollen’s work is found mostly 
in the UK in particular in 
London’s Brompton Oratory, in 
the crypt of Rosslyn Chapel in 
Scotland and in the Irish 
Republic, including Galway 
Cathedral. All the stained glass 
windows were made in Pollen’s 
studio in Dublin and then shipped 
in 39 boxes to be assembled in 
Doornfontein in 1957, in the new 
Cathedral designed for the Bishop 
of Johannesburg, Hugh Boyle and 
the Diocese of Johannesburg, by 
the Belfast father-and-son 
architects P & B Gregory.

The architect of the Cathedral 
was Brian Gregory whose 

rationale for the choice of 
building design and materials 
stated;

‘The structure has been treated 
simply and in such a way that 
throughout the coming years 
there shall be a minimum of 
maintenance necessary.  Though 
marble from Italy has been used, 
these have been limited to the 
sanctuary altars and aisles, but 
the general decorative effect has 
been achieved with untreated 
natural materials such as the glass 
and granite-faced concrete, the 
brick of the walls and the natural 
wood finishes of the seats and 
ceilings’.’

Due to the widening of 
Saratoga Avenue, the ‘popular’ 
entrance into the Cathedral has 
now become the eastern entrance 
which had a rather bleak, cold 
and grey walkway. Charles 
Rowlinson, who chaired the new 
Chancery project and Cathedral 
precinct upgrade, felt for some 
years that this entrance and in 
particular the walkway needed 
some ‘life’.

Mosaic artist Roxy Kelly was 
briefed to study the stunning 
Pollen stained-glass windows 
within the Cathedral and design a 
mosaic mural along the front of 
the walkway that creates the 
welcoming and colourful effect 
that the inside of the Cathedral 
inspires.

Roxy Kelly has depicted the 

situation incredibly well, 
including following the 
geometric form of the Cathedral 
and the architects’ design style 
and the mosaic which mural has 
numerous Christian motifs and a 
mosaic in the middle of the 
walkway of Our Lady 
welcoming all into the Cathedral. 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, and 
the Cathedral’s Fr Thabo 
Motshegwa gave their blessing 
to the project and approved 
Roxy Kelly’s design plans.

Father Thabo, who has been 
‘hands-on’ involved in the 
project from the outset, stated 
that he is extremely happy with 
the outcome and has had very 
positive feedback from many of 
the Cathedral’s parishioners. 
Charles Rowlinson said that this 
walkway should be known as 
‘The Father Thabo Walkway’.

This mosaic walkway now 
brings some of the colourful and 
inspiring stain glass windows 
within the Cathedral to colour 
this outside side entrance and 
finally completes the upgrading 
of the Cathedral precinct. The 
Cathedral of Christ the King and 
its property surrounds in 
Doornfontein should be visited 
by all Catholics in the 
Johannesburg Archdiocese; it is 
an inspiration place of prayer, 
tranquillity and a significant part 
of our churches history.

By Charles Rowlinson

New Mosaic Walkway
before

during

after

Dr Penny (foreground) and sisters Maureen and Cheiril (in the 
background) checked blood pressure, blood sugar and other indi-
cators of good health for participants in the fun run.

At seven o’clock on Saturday 10 November about  
300 parishioners of the Church of the Resurrection, 

Bryanston set off for a 3 or 6 kilometre run through the 
grounds of Brescia House school. The way was marked with 
decades of the rosary, encouraging a combination of spiritual 
and physical exercise. 

The fun run, planned as a 50th anniversary celebration, will 
become an annual event.

It was generously sponsored by local business and prizes 
were awarded in all categories for both races.         Judy Stockill

Peter Uren mans the J&P stall at  
Christmas market at the Church of the 
Resurrection, Bryanston.

Spring and Christmas markets were 
held recently to raise funds for 
pensioners and other beneficiaries. 

Justice and Peace had a stall at 
the Christmas market this year, not 
so much to raise funds but to raise 
awareness.

J&P is all about moral responsi-
bility in every sphere of everyday 
living. Even what one buys when 
shopping is a moral decision not 
merely an economic one. In Laudato 
Si’ Pope Francis calls for an ecologi-
cal conversion; a striving towards a 
new lifestyle. By presenting alter-

Demagoguery is an appeal 
to people that plays on 
their emotions and 

prejudices rather than seeking 
their rational support, often 
associated with sleazy politicians. 
The election of Donald Trump and 
the success of the plebiscite on 
Brexit were examples Fr Anthony 
Egan used. He was addressing a 
meeting of WAACSA held on  
17 November in Rosebank. In 
these difficult times “we all seek 
change of the present system.” By 
playing on the emotions and fears 
of the majority and by taking 
advantage of the fact that the 
majority of the world population is 
functionally illiterate, unable to 
work through a complex argument 
and therefore susceptible to 
manipulation by populist com-
munication where extreme is the 
new normal.

There is a relationship between 
knowledge and power and the 
control of the institution, the 
Church. Both Left and Right in 
the church have resorted to 
populism, for example liberation 
theology on the left and anti-
Vatican II on the right, to claim 
the narrative. By adopting these 
narrow populist views, the 
complexity of the truth is ignored 
and the wealth of Church tradition 
is lost.

There are no easy answers. We 
have to read the signs of the times 
in our present context, against the 

background of history in all its 
complexity.

In the last 30 years the 
conservatives have been in power, 
have owned the narrative, worked 
together to distract the Church 
and reduced Catholic Social 
Teaching to an add-on.

Now we have Pope Francis 
‘opening chinks in their armour’. 
He has spoken to Hans Kung 
about woman deacons and speaks 
with an advisory committee 
which will remain in place for his 
successor.

What can we do to contribute 
to the renewal of the Church?

We need to create a new 
position, not left or right, but a 
‘progressive centre’. ‘We know 
what we don’t like (about the 
Church as it is) but do we know 
what we want?’ Fr Anthony 
asked. We need to study our 
sources better; examine populism 
and the methods by which 
conservatives manipulate the 
media; learn the art of publicity 
and communication; encourage 

Fr Anthony Egan SJ (right),  
pictured in conversation with Mike 
Zingel (left), after delivering an 
address to WAACSA titled 
“Between dogma and demago-
guery: Being church in an age of 
populism.”

No Easy 
Answers

reading and, he concluded, 
become “the shock troops of the 
new ‘new evangelisation’.”  

Judy Stockill

Birthday Fun Run

native everyday products that are 
not so exploitative of or damaging 
to the environment J&P encouraged 
people to change their lifestyle to 
impact positively on the 
environment.

At the J&P stall there was a range 
of natural cleaning products, glass, 
bamboo and steel drinking straws, 
and bamboo toothbrushes, plates 
and spoons. Pikitup recycling ‘starter 
packs’ were distributed as well as 
pamphlets about water and energy 
saving.

Candle holders made of used 
bottles, second-hand books and 
bric-a-brac were on sale at other 
stalls as well as home-baked, hand 
made goods.                     Judy Stockill

Raising funds, 
raising awareness
Raising funds, 
raising awareness

Fr Thabo Motshegwa in front 
of the new mosaics.
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Archbishop Buti with junior friends  
of the Shrine, Pule Ganyane and 

Batseba Seboka.

Archbishop Buti 
signing his newly 
released book.

Pastoral committee Nqunquthela 
for the Shrine

Pictures by: Lebo WA Majahe,Teboho 
Mokoena and Batseba Seboka

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale gives  
attendants a report on how far the 
Shrine project is. 

Members of the Kemolo Sodality in a  
procession to present their contributions.

Anthony Bonokoane 
and Lefu Mokete.

Above and below: Friends of the shrine during 
the contribution celebration.

The Catholic Women’s League, Soweto graced the occasion.

Attendants enjoying the music. Members of St Cecilia 
giving a musical rendition. They contributed R49 000 
on the day.

Christiana Mothibedi presenting the pastoral committee with the contribution of 
the St Annes  Catholic Women’s League, Soweto

Friends of the  
shrine being led by 
Tsholofelo Mokale, 
Theresa Mngome-
zulu and Joyce 
Maphisa

Members listening to the archbishop’s address. 

The Pastoral Centre Committee, with Joyce  
Maphisa as the chairperson, organised a  
nqunquthela on 20 October at the Cathedral hall . 

This is a committee of sodalities who formed a 
group to assist Archbishop Buti Tlhagale to build 
the Shrine and pastoral centre at the Mother of 
Mercy Shrine in Magaliesburg. It consists of  
St Cecilia, St Anne, Kemolo, Daughters of St Anne, 
Catholic Women’s Association and the Catholic 
Women’s League of Soweto. 

This initiative is conducted twice a year and 
over R200 000 was raised on the day. Although not 
all members were able to make it, sodalities sent 
representation with their contribution. 

It was a vibrant gathering with a lively spirit of 
competition and goodwill.
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Tsholofelo Mokale, a member of the shrine 
fundraising committee with golfers from 
Pretoria who came to support the initia-
tive.

Our Lady of Peace, Kagiso 2 Friends of the Shrine had a success-
ful golf day on November 9 at the Krugersdorp Golf Course, 
with funds going to the Shrine project. After the game on the 

green, players freshened up and gathered in the hall for dinner, which 
was also attended by supporters of the initiative. 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI was present, along with 
Fr Benedict Mahlangu OMI (parish priest of the organising 
parish) and Fr Tshepiso Lekoko. Archbishop Buti expressed 
his heartfelt appreciation to Moses Mogari, Peter Shai and  
all the organisers who worked tirelessly to ensuring that the 
event was a success. 

The St Peter Claver Catholic 
Faith refresher course is a 
re-catechising which came 

about after parish priest, Fr Tom 
Segami OMI requested that people 
take time to rejuvenate their faith.

Fr Tom said sometimes people 
limit the time spent with God and 
so he arranged for the group to visit 
contemplative nuns of the Carmelite 
Order in Benoni whose spirituality is 
based on spending their time in 
prayer.

The group was accompanied by 
Fr Mahlomola Sekoto OMI who 
prayed for a safe and fruitful 
journey.

The group was taken on a tour of 
the altar bread department and 
learned of the various processes. 
The altar bread, which is made out 
of a mixture of water and flour, is 
cut to three different sizes: the 
standard size for Communion for 
the laity; Mass bread, which is 
bigger and is the one broken by the 
priest during consecration; and the 
concelebration bread, which is the 
biggest and  
used when 
several priests 
celebrate.

Sr Chawezi 
explained that 
they make and 
supply the  
bread nationally 

and to countries such as 
Mozambique and Namibia, to 
sustain them. However, she said, life 
for the Carmelite sisters is that of 
communion with God through 
prayer. 

The nuns gather seven times a 
day, punctuating their work with 
prayer. These prayers include a time 
of intercessory prayer for the needs 
of the church, the intentions of 
those who have asked for prayer, 
and the concerns the sisters carry in 
their own hearts for others. 

“Although we are fully committed 
to this diocese and country, we 
need South Africans who will be in 
better touch with the reality of the 
country,” said Sr Chawezi.

The visiting group conceded that 
the course had helped in their 
spiritual growth as they now 
perform church traditions with 
understanding and meaning. 

The group donated toiletries to 
the sisters.

Lerato Mohone

Twenty-three women, who 
according to their table mates, 
were the best dressed, represented 
each table. In a friendly competi-
tion, they strutted their stuff, each 
with a signature move to impress 
the crowd. Out of this a winner 
was chosen by secret vote. 

A few brave gogos then took to 
the stage and entertained the 
crowd.

Among other deserving winners 
were CWL members who 
decorated a gold-inspired table. 
The event was such a success that 
gogos have been pleading with the 
CWL to host another high tea 
event before the Christmas rush.

Lerato Mohone 

Front, from left: Jabu Mpungose, 
Elizabeth Mondlane, Hilda Seoka 
and Puseletso Thipe. Back: Hilda 
Selamolela, Phindi Tshabalala, Lucy 
Liau, and Alice Motswiri.

 To raise funds for the parish’s 
Society of St Vincent de Paul’s 
Christmas hampers, the annual 
high tea hosted by the Catholic 
Women’s League (CWL) of St 
Peter Claver, Pimville took place 
on 10 November. 

 The function was a combina-
tion of motivational talks, fun, 
flair and fundraising.

The parish’s league president, 
Puseletso Thipe complimented the 
women on how, with their pre-
sence and colours, they comple-
mented the balmy weather and 
warm atmosphere.

Nomhle Maluleke, in her 
motivational speech, said when 
God created a woman, He created 
someone who would be more than 
just a helper as “scripture is awash 
with passages of women who are 
wise, virtuous and courageous”.

Using their own personal best 
crockery to decorate tables, CWL 
members displayed their flair with 
style. 

Fundraising with fun and flair

Members of different sodalities 
interacting - Anna Chirwa from St 
Anne’s (left) and Catholic Women’s 
League’s, Sizakele Maseko.

The group with Fr Mahlomola 
Sekoto (far right).

A visit to the Sisters 
of Carmel

Pictures: Lebo WA Majahe

Kagiso 2 – Friends of the 
Shrine golf day

Fr Tshepiso Lekoko, Daniel 
Ganyane and Archbishop 
Buti at the dinner.

Above, from left: Hugh  
Phokojoe, Eunice Segatlhe, 
Basil Mokotedi, Monnye 
Kunupi, Johny Kunupi and 
Tsholofelo Mokale

Below: Seipone Mosiane, 
Pompie Qwelani and Pinky 
Mosenogi, who were part of 
the organisers.

Left: Setshego Mam-
pane, Oupa Mpye and 
Seipone Mosiane.

Below: Serge Mokon- 
yane and Lucky Modise  
collecting their prizes.

Baile Molefe and Kamo 
Majahe at the dinner.

 

More than 200 parishioners 
of the Sts Cosmas and 

Damian parish in Cosmo City 
gathered on Sunday, 4 November 
to celebrate its 10th anniversary. 

The occasion began with the 
celebration of Mass led by  
Fr Emmanuel Wafula AJ, parish 
priest with Fr Andrew Thomo and 
Rev David Potterton assisting and 
ended with a cutting of cake and 
entertainment. 

The parish is a seed of the 
Northriding parish, then led by  
Fr James Towell who, at the time, 
realised that with the estimated 
100 000 people expected to move 
to Cosmo City, some five kilo-
metres from Northriding, the  
St John’s parish would not be 
able to accommodate newcomers 
due to the size of the parish. 

They established a technical 
team to run the project, which got 
the diocese on board as a joint 
partner.  After the land was 
acquired, Fr Towell sprinkled 
every inch of the land with holy 
water, said Chubby Sonderup, 
who was also on the technical 
team. 

Parish celebrates 
10th anniversary

Rev David Potterton sharing with 
parishioners a rich history on how 
the parish came to being, while  
parish priest Fr Emmanuel Wafula 
looks on.

Chubby Sonderup reading a  
congratulatory letter from Fr Towel 
who could not join in the celebration 
due to ill health.

Deacon David Potterton in his 
address, described the first Mass 
on the site as ‘solemn’, which 
was celebrated in a garage with 
only 15 people attending. The 
interior of the church, consisting 
of the tabernacle, stations of the 
cross and statues were donated by 
the Holy Family Sisters who ran 
the Donald Gordon Hospital. 

Also in attendance was Roy 
Lailvaux who expressed delight 
at being part of the team. He 
thanked Fr Towell in his absence 
for his wisdom and guidance.

“Many challenges will come 
our way, but challenges make us 
strong in the Lord. We must all 
do our part in helping our parish 
grow and enjoy the diversity all 
the nationalities bring,” said 
Chubby.                 Lebo WA Majahe
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On Friday, 26 October, De La 
Salle Holy Cross College 
filled a whole truck with 

electronic waste (or e-waste) after a 
week of collecting from the families 
in the school. The school’s environ-
mental committee organises an 
e-waste collection once per term.  
It is removed by a company special-
ising in responsible recycling and 
processing of the waste to optimise 
reuse of raw materials and minimise 
the contamination that occurs as a 
result of dumping electronic goods 
such as appliances and cell phones 
in landfills. 

The Department of Environ-
mental Affairs estimates an annual 
national tally of 360 000 tons of 
e-waste. Nicole Antonie, chair-
person of the school’s committee, 
points out that “the collection at the 

school is not only aimed at 
educating our immediate com-
munity of learners, parents and staff, 
but also at reducing the amount of 
waste in our landfills and ensuring 
that contaminants found in e-waste, 
such as mercury, lead and beryllium, 
are removed for reuse. We need to 
be aware that these toxic substances 
leak into groundwater from the 
landfills, resulting in serious health 
hazards such as lung and skin 
diseases, kidney failure and severe 
hormonal disorders”.

The school’s student leaders ran 
an educational assembly with all of 
their learners before the collection, 
to ensure that the message was 
spread into homes. 

De La Salle Holy Cross College 
challenges other Catholic schools to 
do the same.

Principals retiring from 
Catholic SchoolsIt’s the time of year when 

there are changes in school 
structures, with staff retiring 

or embracing different paths in 
their life journey. At the princi-
pals’ lunch on 13 November, the 
Catholic Schools Office and 
members of the Catholic Schools 
Network had a chance to 
acknowledge and give thanks for 
the invaluable contribution to 

Catholic education of Malefu 
Chabane (Lourdes Primary), 
Benedikte Nott (Brescia House 
School), Hilary Gray (Holy 
Rosary School) and Val McLaren 
(Sancta Maria Junior School). 

We wish each of them many 
blessings for rejuvenating rest, 
deep peace, moments of great 
delight, and opportunities of 
creating wonderful memories for 
a hopeful future.            CSO Team

Malefu Chabane Benedikte Nott Hilary Gray Valerie McLaren

De La Salle Holy 
Cross College - 
riders for a cause
This year, 10 riders from De La 
Salle Holy Cross rode the 947 
Cycle Challenge on 18 Nov-
ember, to raise money for a very 
worthy organisation – Growing 
Champions. The riders were: 
Ridwaan Sallie, Shakiel Sallie, 
Imeraan Sallie, Len Lowery, 
Mauro Black, Joshua Black, 
Daniel Black, Stephan Germis-
huys, Ruan Liebenberg and Kevin 
Austin.

Assumption Convent High School choir performed at the National 
Eisteddfod Academy held at St Benedict’s College on Monday 1 October. 
The choir, trained by Rob Stewardson and accompanied by Louis Maritz, 
was awarded a Diploma, the highest accolade the eisteddfod bestows for 
their performance of Joshua by Rollo Dilworth.

The choir has worked exceptionally hard for these awards and can be 
very proud of their achievements.                Marinella Sousa, Marketing Manager

Growing Champions is a 
mentoring programme which 
transforms lives of youth chained 
to poverty, crime and addiction 
to create dream chasers and eco-
nomic leaders. They run personal 
development programmes which 
tackle healthy choice making, 
accountability, leadership, 
service, gratitude, unity, initiative 
and perseverance. 

For more information, go 
to: www.growingchampion.
weebly.com

Lydia Orsmond / Julia O’Connor 

Assumption choir scoops top awardAssumption choir scoops top award

De La Salle Holy Cross College 
contribute to recycling

As the month of the Rosary drew 
to a close, 17 children magnified 
the Lord their Saviour as they 
were welcomed as full members 
of the Children of Mary sodality 
at Our Lady of Mercy, Emndeni.

Mass was celebrated by parish 
priest, Fr Joshua Mpiti SCJ.

 Some as young as six years 
old boldly declared that they will 
not engage in anything that will 
dishonour their patron saint, 
Mother Mary.

The children, together with the 
St Cecilia Sodality, alternated in 
animating the liturgy.

Speaking on chastity, Fr Mpiti 
emphasised that they ought to 
practise a chaste life and adding 
that their veils are a symbol of 
purity.

He warned them to guard 
against peer pressure. “You do 

not need anyone to give you  
an identity, you have it already.  
If people say you cannot do 
something, prove to yourself, not 
to them, otherwise you will be 
living your life for them.”

He urged them not to allow 
poverty and their backgrounds to 
limit them from attaining their 
goals. “Had I made excuses and 
said because I come from poverty, 
I could not have fulfilled my 
dreams – I would not have 
become a Catholic priest,” he 
added.

Soweto deanery’s Children of 

Fr Joshua Mpiti with the Children 
of Mary who were enrolled into the 

sodality and the Children of Mary 
Sodality guide, Agnes Moloto  

(back, far right).

A day that will 
forever be 

appreciated

Catechism class children from  
St Patrick’s, La Rochelle 

enjoyed a Retreat Day at Bosco 
youth Centre in Daleside, with  
Fr Lingoane and the Bosco 
Team. Many games, thought-
provoking videos and much fun 
with learning more about God, 
themselves and the importance of 
teamwork was the order of the 
day.                      

Dominique Byrne

Fr Ignatius Fidgeon OMI hearing 
confessions of a young boy who 

was to receive communion for the 
first time the following week.

Children listening to Fr Fidge  
during a session.

Lebo WA Majahe

Catechism class 
children’s 
retreat

First Confessions

Mary Sodality’ guides coordinator, 
Selina Moloi encouraged the little 
ones to respect elders and to be 
shining examples at school. 

Mpho Lephoto, who, on behalf 
of the new members, gave a vote 
of thanks, said: “We do not have 
words to express our joy and 
gratitude, however, we will forever 
appreciate this day”.

Lerato Mohone
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The litany of the saints, led by 
Busi Masia, brought tears to the 
eyes of many after a solemn and 
well-orchestrated rendition. 

The Archbishop delivered a 
powerful homily, which saw wide 
coverage on social media, 
including Vatican news. During 
his homily, the Archbishop spoke 
against the sexual abuse scandals 
to minors by priests, and the 
cover-ups it has since came with 
them.” Priests should be moral 
teachers, therefore these acts are 
totally unacceptable. Men who do 

Priests who taint the name of the 
Church should be excommunicated 
– continued from page 1.

Expanding the footprint of the Church – continued from page 1.

They had to walk long distances to 
commute to get to the Church, 
which was far away as a result of 
the development in the township.

The priest extended his grati- 
tude to the following for their 
contribution to the success of the 
launch: Parishioners from the three 
churches; Mokoena, Kwanele and 
Magagula, ministers of the Holy 
Communion, Hamlet Masuku and 
Raphael Ntereke who have been 
assisting with Sunday services and 
with whom the priest started the 
station, the hosting school admini-
stration, the Mofokeng family in 
whose premises the Sunday 
services are conducted and Tebogo 

Masunyane who donated the  
bread and wine.

A delightful lunch and refresh-
ments were served after Mass. 

          Abel Dlamini

Fr Elijah joins the parishioners 
for lunch after Mass

On Saturday 27 October, 
just before celebrating 
the Eucharist in honour 

of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, we discovered a precious 
gift.

A new-born and beautiful little 
baby girl, well wrapped up was 
found abandoned and left in the 
parish toilets facilities. A group 
of women brought the baby to 
me. We prayed and thanked God 
for this gift and, while tragic that 
the mother abandoned the child, 
there was great gratitude to God 
that she was not aborted or left at 
the Jukskei River, in a bin or a 
dirt dump.

I immediately baptised the 
child and named her Mpho 
Teresa Mary-Hubert and, with 
the help of a parishioner who is a 
city councillor, and other ladies 
and of the Missionaries of 
Charity of St Mother Teresa, we 
spent most of the day at the 
police station. We then took the 
baby to the Masakhane clinic 

where the staff went out of their 
way to care for and assist the 
child. After that, we held a 
fruitful meeting with the social 
workers who were most helpful. 
Now the baby girl is legally 
assigned to the loving and tender 
care of the Missionaries of 
Charity and to social services.   
Sadly, the new-born, and reborn 
child, is affected with an illness 
and has begun treatment.

Many of the parishioners and 
the youth have shown a special 
love toward the baby and will 
keep up visits and care. 

This is the second baby left on 
our property. Some years ago, a 
new born baby was discovered 
under a tree in the church yard 
and was likewise cared for, 
placed securely and baptised.

Quoting St Mother Teresa I 
have often told people never to 
abort the baby, or abandon it, but 
to bring it to us that we can care 
for it and its life. Thank God for 
the tender and loving care of the 

Missionaries of Charity and the 
dedication and love of many 
parishioners.

We are blessed for the 
privilege of caring for the lives 
of these two little ones and they 
are blessed for they will receive 
love and care and the faith.

Sadly, not all new born babies 
have this blessing. Some babies 
are left in dustbins or in the 
street and a while back a new 
born baby was left on the banks 
of the Jukskei River and died a 
terrible death as a result of being 
bitten by rats.

However, thank God that little 
Mpho Teresa now will be cared 
for and have life in faith.

This is the beautiful reality I 
share - it makes us realise that 
every life is a precious gift from 
God to be treasured because each 
person is of equal worth and 
created in the image and likeness 
of God.

What a joy to serve in Alex 
that is always full of surprises.

Father Ronald Cairns OMI
Parish Priest in Charge

Sacred Heart Youth closing Mass
Sacred Heart Youth from Vaal Deanery gathered at Emmanuel, Sebokeng 
on 11 November for the closing Mass and the planning of spiritual journey 
for 2019. 

Pic by Pruvinance Moeketsi 

The Sacred Heart Sodality 
West Rand Deanery 
welcomed 21 new  

members who were invested at  
St John, Florida on the 13 Oct-
ober. Words of encouragement 
were offered by the chairperson. 
The chief celebrant of the day  
Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde, the West 
Rand deanery spiritual advisor, 
delivered the homily for the day. 
Also present was the Sacred Heart 
Diocese of Johannesburg spiritual 
advisor, Fr Mduduzi Ndlovu. 

After the introduction of the 
candidates by the secretary of the 
deanery, Patrick Tshabalala,  
Fr Nkosinathi blessed the medals 
and handed them over to the 
candidates. The act of consecra-
tion to the most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus was rendered by the new 
members of the Sodality. Mathews 
Senkoneng offered gratitude on 
behalf of new members of the 
sodality. 

Matlakala Mohome, chair-

A precious gift of life

A Mass in remembrance of all the departed husbands of the members 
of St Anne’s Sodality at St Theresa, Zondi was held during the month 
of November.                                                           Pic: Victor Makhoba

In memory of departed husbands

Sacred Heart 
Sodality 

Enrolments
New members as 

they are about to be 
invested.

person of the Sacred Heart West 
Rand Deanery, mentioned that 
she was exited at the growing 
number of the members in the 
deanery. Phindile Qhalinga, 
secretary of the Sacred Heart 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg said 
she hoped that the new members 
would advance the Christian 
values of the sodality.  

Fr Nkabinde extended his 
congratulations and thanks to all.

Patrick Tshabalala

Members of St Vincent De Paul parishioners from St Maria Goretti, 
Riverlea and volunteers heeded the call by Pope Francis to feed the poor 
on 18 November.                                                                             Pic: Mark Kayter

World Day of the Poor

this and taint the name of the 
Catholic Church and the priest-
hood should be automatically 
excommunicated considering the 
gravity of the matter.” he said. 

To the ordinands, he said: “Your 
ordination happens particu-larly in 
a very difficult time, when the 
Church is hit by these scandals”. 
He pleaded to them that they 
should be a new beam and help 
restore the dignity of the Church 
and its priesthood.

“We, as priests have set the bar 
very high and have failed to live 
according to our moral standards 
set,” the archbishop added. 

 Lebo WA Majahe

Helping the 
less fortunate

Members of St Vincent de Paul, 
Nthabiseng More, far left and 
Nomsa Vundla far right of St The-
resa, Zondi handed out Christmas 
food parcels to Entandweni primary 
pupils on 18 November.

Pic: Victor MakhobaOn Saturday, 13 October parishioners 
of St Joseph’s, Actonville took part in a 
Rosary Rally. The attendance was 
excellent as people congregated on the 
corners of Wynberg and Paarl streets 
in Actonville at 12h00.

Before releasing helium-filled  
balloons in the shape of a rosary into 
the air, we prayed the rosary and sang 
hymns to our Lady. It was an amazing 
sight as the balloons soared into the 
sky. Strangers walking by were 

Rosary rally impressed and commented on how 
lovely the event was. A Mass was  
celebrated in the evening to end the 
day’s events.                 Jerome Pillay
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1st Frs Taelo Kimane      
Emmanuel Kagimbangabo 
Fr Francis Anyanzu

3rd    Fr Keith Gordon-Davis
4th    Fr Kgomotso Sebopela
5th    Fr Michael Murphy
6th    Fr Tony Daniels
7th    Fr Kevin Bugler
9th    Fr Petrus Shiya
10th Fr Henricus Vos 
12th Fr Charles Uloko
14th Fr Antonio Nunes
16th Fr Alberto Villalba
17th Fr Thabo Motshegwa
21st Fr Shaun Von Lillienfeld
22nd Fr Terry Barnard
25th Fr Emmanuel Wafula
 Fr Emmanuel Temswang
 Fr Emmanuel Gurumombe  

Rev Haga Ndhlovu
26th  Fr Innocent Daniel
29th  Rev Louis Khumalo
31st Fr Ronald Houreld 

Fr Letsie Moshoeshoe

4th    Fr Xavier Barongo 
Fr Bernard Sompane

Birthdays in December

... and in early January
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We celebrate with 
our priests

The following priests and 
deacons celebrate their 

birthdays and anniversaries 
of their ordination.  

Remember them 
in your prayers!

Ordinations

Fr Kevin Bugler 08-12-59
Fr James Towell     08-12-59
Fr Ignatius Fidgeon 20-12-64
Fr Martin Morrissey 20-12-64
Fr Emil Blaser 08-12-67
Fr Eugene Hennessy 21-12-68
Fr Michael Connell 08-12-71
Fr Terry Barnard     11-12-75
Fr Vincent Pienaar  30-12-77
Fr Remy Makobane 17-12-79
Fr Letsie Moshoeshoe 17-12-83
Rev Henry Handgraaf 08-12-85
Rev Kevin Kilroe   08-12-85
Fr Petrus Shiya        14-12-91
Fr Reginald Anthony 16-12-91
Rev Bernard Khasu 19-12-92
Fr Andrew Thomo   20-12-92
Rev John Magata  18-12-94
Bishop Duncan Tsoke 02-12-95
Fr Keith Gordon-Davis 09-12-95
Fr Ben Mahlangu    16-12-95
Fr Tom Segami       07-12-96
Fr Chaka Motanyane 06-12-97
Fr Thabo Motshegwa 11-12-99
Rev Ernest Madondo 08-12-01
Fr Boniface D’Souza 29-12-01
Fr Innocent Mabheka 07-12-02
Fr Bernard Sompane 07-12-02
Fr Smilo Mngadi    16-12-02
Fr Teboho Matseke 20-12-03
Fr Victor Ngwenya 15-12-07
Fr Daniel Sehlapelo 15-12-07
Fr Emmanuel Temswang 05-12-09
Rev Neil Philipson  12-12-09
Rev Michael Nolan 12-12-09
Rev Alexander Niven 12-12-09
Rev Ryszard Malinowski 12-12-09
Rev Michael Carroll       12-12-09
Fr Malcolm McLaren 18-12-10
Fr Joachim Malunga 14-12-13
Fr Phuti Makgabo   19-12-15
Fr Tshepiso Lekoko 16-12-17

After months of activities held to 
prepare for the priestly ordination 
of Fr Oupa Matseke, he was raised 
to the Order of the Presbyterate on 
27 October, followed by his Mass of 
Thanksgiving on 28 October.

The Mass of Thanksgiving was 
presided by the newly-ordained 
priest at St Pius X, Mofolo, his home 

Fr John Thompson SBD celebrated his last Mass on 28 October. Fr John 
had accepted a transfer to Lesotho.                      Pic: Alexis Santana Callea

The parish of Holy Spirit, 
Dobsonville was packed to 

capacity on 11 November, with 
parishioners and visitors from 
Daveyton, Fr Sefako Santawana’s 
home town, coming to celebrate 
with the newly-ordained priest 
during his Thanksgiving Mass.  

The priests who concelebrated 
Mass were parish priest Fr Francis 
Xavier Barongo, Fr Thabo 
Motshegwa and another newly-
ordained priest, Fr Abel Maluleke. 
They were assisted by Deacon 
Bernard Khasu.  

In his homily, Fr Thabo said 
parishioners need to meet their 
priest half-way by taking care and 
respecting him as a father, not as 
a friend.

Parishioners dressed in their 
traditional outfits and others with 
unique T-shirts embroided with 
the face of Fr Sefako as a special 
dedication to him.

Charmaine Makhubela

Farewell Fr John Thompson

Fr Sefako – 
Dobsonville

Fr Sefako – Doornkop

Fr Sefako Santawana flanked by 
Kedimetse Soasia, Mary Maphiri 
and Silas Ndlovu.

Happy 29th Anniversary 
Fr Emmanuel

Fr Emmanuel Wafula celebrated his 29th year anniversary to the priesthood 
on 28 October at SS Cosmas and Damian Parish, Cosmo City where he is 
now the priest. Parishioners celebrated and prayed with him to make the 
day special.

His homily was a reflection of his journey as a priest, being quiet and 
humble thinking he would not make it as priest because of his soft voice.

He asked the parishioners to continuously pray for him because even 
when he is alone, he prays for them.

He received a number of gifts including participating in the Shepherds 
on the Green.                                                                                         Nomsa Nkosi

Fr Oupa – Mofolo

Above: Helping Fr Oupa cut the cake 
are, from left: Fr Innocent Daniel,  
Councillor Johannes Mofokeng,  Zunki 
Matseke (Aunt), Fr Anthony Sikhalele 
Mdhluli, Fr Remigius Makobane,  
Fr Oupa Matseke, Cecilia Matseke  
(Fr Oupa’s Mother) and Fr Thabo  
Motshegwa.

Fr Oupa Matseke blessing the water

Fr Oupa Matseke blessing the priests.

parish.  Concelebrating with him 
were parish priest, Fr Innocent 
Daniel, CMF, Fr Remigius Makobane, 
OMI first priest of the parish,  
Fr Anthony Sikhalele Mdhluli, CP 
Second Priest of the Parish, Fr Thabo 
Motshegwa, Fr Wilfred Moyo from 
Bulawayo, Fr Karabo Mokaedi form 
Kimberly, Fr Ndumiso Zuma OFM 
from Dundee, Fr Leeto Mabupe OFM 
from Bloemfontein and Rev Napo 
Swayi from Kokstaad. 

Fr Oupa used the rite of sprinkling 
a congregation with holy water 
known as asperges in place of the 
penitential rite.

In his homily, Fr Thabo advised  
Fr Oupa to always remember that 
he is called by God to serve and not 
to be served, and to give thanks to 
the Lord for the graces in serving 
His people.

 He also encouraged him to build 
fraternity with his brother priests.

After the prayer after Holy 
Communion, the newly-ordained 
priest gave his blessings all present.

Fr Oupa also extended his grati-

tude to contributors. The event  
was also attended by Councillor 
Johannes Mofokeng, who always 
participates in the parish’s  
activities.

After Mass different sodalities,  
sections, groups and individuals 
presented Fr Oupa with gifts.

Zandile Ngubeni

Kananelo Mothapa and Thloolo  
Tau felt the love and welcome as 

they congratulated the new priest.

Above: Frs Francis Barongo and Sefako  
Santawana flanked by men of the parish.

On 4 November, Fr Daniel Sefako  
Santawana celebrated his Thanksgiving 
Mass at Our Lady of Victories, Doornkop.

Thanksgiving Masses

Fikile Ndima, parish priest  
Fr Francis Xavier Barongo AJ, 
Anna Moreki. Fr Daniel Sefako 
Santawana, Cecelia Mdaniso with 
Lando Khumalo (kneeling) after 

the Mass.          Pics by Fikile Ndima 
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Celebrating marital milestones
Fr Zweli Mlotshwa poses with couples who have made their matrimo-
nial milestones. They received certificates from Mina Nawe animators, 
Mr and Mrs Mbatha. Family life was highlighted during Mass. We  
continue to pray for happy marriages and peaceful family lives.

Lindiwe Nkolombe

Dr Michael Seheri and  
Fr Phuti Makgabo in 
Rome, both from our 

Archdiocese.

Picture by: Fr Thabo Kenke 

The Daughters of St Anne 
Sodality held its annual 
retreat at the Mother of 

Mercy Shrine on the weekend of 
19 October. Visitors from dioceses 
of Klerksdorp, Witbank and Kim-
berly attended.

On Friday evening, Archdio-
cesan chairperson Khosi Lunga 
welcomed the visitors. The open-
ing Mass was led by Archdio-
cesan spiritual director, Fr Nkosi-
nathi Nkabinde and Fr Tom 
Maretlane from Klerksdorp 
diocese.   

On Saturday, Fr Charles Uloko, 
gave the history and background 
of the Marian Shrine explaining 
why it is important to support 

Shrine initiatives as they benefit 
everybody.

It was an awesome experience 
climbing the mountain on Satur-
day whilst meditating on the 
stations of the cross in the com-
pany of Fr Charles and Fr Kgo-
motso Sebopela, the Vaal spiritual 
director, who also heard confes-
sions at the peak of the mountain. 

Father Zweli Mlotshwa, South 
West Deanery spiritual director, 
challenged the Daughters of  
St Anne to return to their parishes 
to quality check their work and 
redefine their purpose. Those that 
do not have roles in their parishes 
should find something and help 
the church to grow, he said.

Fr Charles, East Rand Deanery 
Spiritual advisor, Fr Teboho 
Matseke and Fr Tom celebrated 
the Saturday evening Mass.  
A highlight was the unveiling and 
blessing of the new Daughters of 
St Anne flag by Fr Nkosinathi. 
The flag, with Mother Mary 
pouring graces, was also endorsed 
by the bishops and officially 
adopted by the sodality at an 
imbizo held in the East Rand 
deanery earlier in the year. 

Sunday Mass was last on the 
programme, with a candle light 
procession led by Fr Nkosinathi. 

Thanks were given to all who 
attended and to staff at the Shrine.

Nkgopeleng Nkosi

Hearty 
Congratulations!
From left: Professor Filippo Serafini,  
Dr Rev Michael Seheri,  
Rev Prof Carlos Jodar-Estrella and 
Rev Prof Juan-Carlos Ossandon 
after the new Dr Seheri successfully 
defended his doctoral thesis,  
“The Abrahamic Covenant as key to 
understanding the Old Testament”.

Fr Tom, Fr Teboho  
Matseke and Fr Charles 
Uloko.

Daughters of St Anne 
annual retreat

Daughters of St Anne diocesan 
registrar, Nkgopeleng Nkosi, dio-

cesan secretary, Mpho Montle 
and diocesan 
chairperson, 

Khosi Lunga.

Members  
from various 
dioceses 
participated in 
the retreat.

From left: Mercy, Nkgopeleng,  
Lerato and Philda. 
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The Malawian Catholic  
community choir from Christ 

the Cathedral together with their  
Liturgical dancing children of  
St Maria Goretti group visited  
St Monica Parish in Reitz, Free 
State on 14 October. Mass was  
celebrated in Sesotho by parish 
priest of St Monica, Fr William 
Kaupa who is also from Malawi.

In May this year, Fr Kaupa 
came to the Cathedral to celebrate 
Mass with the Malawian commu-
nity and he brought with him  

The Daughters of St Anne sodality 
celebrated a thanksgiving Mass in 

October at St Pius X, Mofolo. They 
thanked the Lord for the love and 
support He has given them through 
their trials as a sodality. They also 
renewed their vows in continuing  
to serve God and committed them-
selves to being servants of God. 

Mass was celebrated Fr Innocent 
Daniel who blessed them. The cele-
bration was concluded with the 
members giving the offering of  
gifts to the church.

There are 11 members in the  
parish who continue to serve their 
patron saint, Mother Mary.

Daughters of St Anne sodality 
Thanksgiving Mass

Zandile Ngubeni

Malawian – 
Mass 

celebration

children from his Malawi parish 
so that they could learn liturgical 
dance from the Children of  
St Maria Goretti from the Cathe-
dral. He invited the Malawian 
Catholic choir and the children of 

St Maria Goretti to visit his  
parish so that the children from 
his parish in the Bethlehem  
Diocese could learn more on the 
liturgical dance group.

Andrew Maganga

Mass for deceased 
brothers of the 
Knights of Da Gama
The Knights of Da Gama CL2 cele-
brated their yearly Mass for the 
deceased brothers of their council. 
This year, the Mass was held at Our 
Lady of Lebanon Maronite Catholic 
Church in Mulbarton and the  
celebrant was Fr Jean Yamin.

Knights of CL2 with Frs Jean Yammine and Georges Arrouk.

Pic: Alexis Santana Callea 

A Mass in remembrance of all the departed husbands of the members 
of St Anne’s Sodality at St Theresa, Zondi was held during the month 
of November.                                                         Pic: Victor Makhoba

In memory 
of departed 
husbands

After many years that the Sodality of St Anne’s of St James, Magaliesburg 
was left with only two active members as the rest had passed away, four 
new members were welcomed. Nono Mudau, Lizzy Moleme, Juliet 
Nyalane and Hilda Mathebula were enrolled as members of St Anne 
Sodality in October. Mass was presided over by Fr Bafana Hlatshwayo.

Pic: Annah Mpho Mofokeng

St Anne’s Sodality revived

St Patrick’s 
on the move

Theodora Tsele and Sesha from  
St Patrick’s, La Rochelle, have been 
collecting plastic bottle caps for 
nine months now. For every  
1 000 kg of caps, one wheelchair 
will be donated to charity by the 
Justice and Peace Department.


