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The ordinands lay down during the litany of the saints. See page 10.
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‘It is a privilege to ordain a 
priest on the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception. It 

is a beautiful day to be ordained.’ 
said Bishop Duncan Tsoke on 
Saturday 8 December at 
St Charle’s Borromeo, Victory 
Park when he ordained Richard 
Andrew Stonier to the priesthood.

‘Devotion to Mary is not 
optional for a priest,’ the Bishop 
continued. He called on Richard 
to identify with Jesus and become 
a blessed son of Mary. He likened 
Mary’s response to the invitation 
to bear the son of God to ans-
wering the call to the priesthood.

Bishop Duncan called on 
Richard to be a good, holy 
minister, reminded him of Mother 
Mary’s special love of priests and 
prayed that Richard may have 
courage to always face the truth 
and wisdom to govern the Church 
wisely.

The church was well filled with 
family and friends of the Stoniers 
and all were invited for a light 
lunch in the hall at De La Salle 
College.                     Judy Stockill

Welcome to  
Fr Richard Stonier

A trinity of parishes 
celebrate
New priest Fr Richard Stonier 
considers himself a product of the 
Oblates’ mission which is to grow 
the local church. Among the score 
of concelebrants was Fr Jonathan 
Petersen OMI, parish priest of 
St John, Northriding, the parish of 
the Stonier family. Also on the 
altar was Fr Donald McLoughlin, 
formerly of Northriding now par-
ish priest of St John the Apostle, 

A Marian Celebration
Fr Richard Stonier, ordained on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 
makes an act of consecration to the Blessed Virgin Mary entrusting his 
priesthood, as Christ did, to her maternal care. In thanking all who had had 
helped him to reach this day of ordination Fr Richard mentioned the influ-
ence of the image of St John and Mary at the foot of the cross. He thanked 
the Archdiocese for the opportunity to study in Rome, the Archbishop and 
Bishop Duncan, his parishes of Northriding and Florida, both St Johns and 
host parish St Charles, Victory Park.

Continued on page 6.

Continued on page 6.

It is time for the parish pastoral 
council (PPC) elections again.

Head of the Evangelisation 
Department, Odilon Molapo said 
these elections were important 
positions for parishes and for the 
work of the church.

“Church leaders have to be 
elected at every parish. This 
brings life to the parish, gives 
opportunity to parish membership 
to bring order and cooperation 
between the laity and the priest-in-
charge. The laity feel their owner-
ship of the church and they grow 
in faith and their understanding of 
Catholicism. They get a sense that 
“Together we are the Church” and 
not just a priest.

The PPC is a consultative body 
in the pastoral development of the 
Parish. It’s main function is to 
ensure unity and harmony in the 
parish,” said Odilon.The 
department is reaching out to all 
deaneries and their parishes to 
prepare for, and after the PPC and 
deanery pastoral council elections. 
This is following the department’s 
letter on 25 October to all PPC 
chairpersons declaring that time 
has come for new PPCs to be 
elected. 

“We need to assist parishes to 
have smooth, but spirit-filled 
elections with leaders who are 

willing to serve and not to be 
served. 

The process needs to be 
preceded with private and public 
prayer to the Holy Spirit by the 
entire parish. The intention may 
be included in the prayers of the 
faithful during Mass.  

Who qualifies to be elected 
to the PPC?  

Any Catholic who has been 
baptised, confirmed and received 
sacraments;

A person of proven faith with 
sound morals, who is in full 
communion with the Catholic 
Church (canon 512), participates 
in parish activities and is above 
the age of 21;

A person who is willing to 
commit their time, talent and 
wisdom in a consultative and 
collaborative manner, willing to 
work harmoniously with the 
parish priest; 

A person who is willing to 
unite the parish community; and

A person who has not served in 
the PPC for two terms of three 
years in succession without a 
break. After serving for three 
years, a person may be elected for 
another term of three years and 
thereafter does not qualify for 
re-election. (PPC Statutes 3.3)

New PPC elections 
to be held this year
New PPC elections 
to be held this year

wishes all its readers a happy, 
healthy and prosperous 2019.

Keep your news coming and 
keep up with the news, events 
and handy phone numbers  on 

www.catholicjhb.org.za

Florida where Fr Richard is  
stationed and where he cele- 
brated his first Mass on Sunday,  
9 December.              

Judy Stockill

Fr Fidgeon OMI (back to camera) 
embraces his godson, Richard  

Stonier during the sign of peace, the 
final step in his ordination. To the 

right is Bishop Duncan Tsoke, 
Auxiliary Bishop of Johannesburg, 

who ordained Fr Richard at  
St Charles Borromeo, Victory Park 

on 8 December.

Reports and photos by Judy Stockill

AD news
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A new statue and 
a new banner
On the Feast of Christ the King, Masolenyana a Kriste 
Morena of Our Lady Queen of Peace, Bophelong present-
ed the new Jesus statue and the flag for their solidarity. 
The latter was blessed by Fr David Barnard.

Dieketseng Mpakane

Vaal

PATRONAL FEASTS: 
JANUARY

1st Mary Mother of God. St Mary’s, 
Hyde Park and all Marian parishes.

12th St Anthony Pucci, Duduza (1964)
17th Our Lady of Peace, Bophelong 

(2011); Kagiso II (1977); Roode-
poort (1905 and 1964)

25th Conversion of St Paul. Paulines, 
Tsakane (1968)

24th St Francis de Sales. Salesians
27th St Angela, Dobsonville (1934 and 

1961)
31st St John Bosco, Robertsham (1957)

Pope’s Intentions: 
January

Evangelization: That young  
people, especially in Latin 
America, follow the example of 

Mary and respond to the call of 

the Lord to communicate the joy 

of the Gospel to the world.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNIONS

NOTICES

Ratanda

Saturday 26th January
Registration: 8:00 am 

Start time: 9:00 am

Catechists’ Retreat
St Patrick’s, La Rochelle

Host: Fr Patrick Mphepo CP

St Joseph the Worker, 
Boipatong welcomed 
new members of  
Children of Mary 
Sodality on 2 Dec-
ember. Mass was said 
by Fr Benen Fahy. 
They are pictured with 
their guide Rosalia 
Mokoena.

Nancy Thobejane

Fr Elijah Otu MSP, middle back row,  
parish priest of Holy Trinity at Kwanale 
in Katlehong is pictured with 30 candi-

dates of the First Holy Communion class 
after administering the sacrament  

Sunday, 25 November. Standing on the 
left is catechist, Victoria Morebani.

  Abel Dlamini

New members
Fr Victor Ngwenya with some of the new members of 
Masolenyana a Kriste at Holy Rosary, Phiri on the Feast 
of Christ the King.                                         Thabile Mbhele

On 25 November the parish of Seven Holy Founders, Ratanda cele-
brated the feast of Christ the King. Twenty four candidates received 
the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ for the first time. This very 
colourful celebration was attended by parents, friends as well as the 
parish community. Mass was presided over by the priest-in-charge,  
Fr Joseph Luyombya who, in his preaching, noted that we recognise 
Christ every time we receive the Eucharist.                   Thabiso Kubheka

On the Feast of Christ the King, children from St Lewis, Betrand 
Springs, St Rose, Delmas and from two outstation parishes in Devon 
received their First Holy Communion at St Lewis. Mass was cele-
brated by Fr Raphael Ntlou. Everybody was in high spirits with the 
children also giving thanks to the priest for a wonderful job.

Florina Lekgori

Springs

Katlehong

MASOLENYANA

Phiri

Starts Saturday 2nd February 2019 at 10:30 – 13:00

Bryanston Catholic Church – Church of the Resurrection,  
Cnr. William Nicol and Sloane Streets, Bryanston. 

The objective of this course is to make it easier to overcome 
 the loss of a loved one and turn grief to joy. 

All are welcome to join us.
For more info, contact Trudy 083 242 6887 or Henny 072 379 1394.

Life in the Spirit seminar
Every Tuesday 

5 February – 2 April 
7.30pm to 9.30pm

 
St Charles’ Catholic Church 

Hall, Victory Park
All welcome.

Contact: David 082 607 1554 
or Ron 083 782 2622

Children of Mary Sodality
new members

DIVORCE CARE

Are you getting divorced?
Find help and healing for the hurt 

from separation or divorce.  
Group therapy starts on Thursday 

7 February at 7pm at St John’s 
Catholic church, Northriding.  

Contact Arianna on 071 138 8401 
for more details.

13 week GriefShare course

Are you grieving the loss of a loved one?

Find help and healing on your journey of 
grieving the loss of a loved one.

Group therapy starts on Saturday,  
9 February at 10am at  

St John’s Catholic Church, Northriding.

Contact Arianna: 071 138 8401 details.

Northriding

Eight young people completed their 
Christian Initiation process with the 
reception of the Sacrament of 
Confirmation on 18 November. 

We are grateful to Bishop Duncan 

Confirmations at 
St Francis of Assisi, 
Yeoville

Tsoke who administered the 
Sacrament. In his homily, he 
challenged the youngsters to take 
their place in the Church by 
participating actively in the life of 

the parish.  He encouraged them to 
remain in the Church, bearing in 
mind that Confirmation is not a 
graduation out of the Church, 
rather an empowerment for active 
involvement in the Church.  The 
young people expressed their 
commitment as to how they would 
be involved in the parish, like 
becoming altar servers, 
proclaimers, ushers and choristers.  

We thank God for the gift of 
these adult members added to the 
parish.

Sr M Cecilia Anawanti EHJ

Fr Ernest Kabungo CMM and Sr M Cecilia 
Anawanti EHJ and the confirmandees.
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Retired Cate-
chetics Depart-

ment fieldworker, 
Germina Kgokong

Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

God made manifest 
in Christ

We need more questions about 
the Liturgy!
You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 46876 
  Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail 
  adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 
• fax 011 402-6406

ourselves on the outside makes us 
feel fresh and clean and can easily 
be linked to an internal or spiritual 
cleansing. John would have been 
one of many preachers in Judean 
history who baptised. His was a 
baptism of repentance, not of initi-
ation into a new belief system. 
John’s baptism did not give the 
Holy Spirit ... it was God the 
Father who chose to send the 
Spirit upon Jesus at the time He 
was baptised! 

Jesus was free of sin and so did 
not have to repent, yet He went 
down into the river and persuaded 
His cousin to perform the ritual.  
It may be that He was sincerely 
moved by John’s preaching, or 
that He wanted to affirm what 
John said. We think it most likely 
that He wanted to identify Himself 
completely with the human condi-
tion in all its brokenness. 

It does not really matter what 
words, if any, John used. Perhaps 
he did not use the same words for 
every person. Maybe he asked 
them something like: “Do you 
promise to renew your life,  
worship the Lord, and care for 
others?” We simply don’t know. A 
“baptismal formula” was unneces-
sary, because the baptised were 
repenting, not converting.
The great St John Chrysostom and 
other early church leaders thought 
the manifestation of Christ was 
more important than his actual 
birth. All Greek, Roman and 
African Christians were descended 
from Gentiles like the Wise Men. 
It was at the baptism of Christ that 
the voice of the Father announced 
Jesus as the one in whom He is 
well pleased. At the marriage at 
Cana in Galilee, Jesus showed that 
He had miraculous powers and 
that he would use them in the ser-
vice of others.

On the Sundays in January we 
will hear these readings which 
have been proclaimed around this 
time for at least 1,800 years. As 
we move from week to week it 
may seem that the baby Jesus is 
growing up very fast! Think the-
matically rather than chronologi-
cally. This is month in which we 
acknowledge who it is that was 
born of Mary in Bethlehem. As 
we contemplate Him, may we 
grow to be more like Him.

It’s New Year and at the end of 
the Christmas Season we  
celebrate how Jesus Christ was 

made known to the nations at the 
Epiphany, at His baptism in the 
Jordan and through His first  
miracle. This article is based on a 
question from Our Lady of the 
Cedars, Woodmead.

As we clean up after Christmas, 
recover from New Year, and get 
ready for the start of school, it 
seems that we don’t pay much 
attention to the Epiphany. What 
is this day all about? 

As we saw last month, the annual 
celebration of Christmas came into 
the liturgical calendar only in the 
fourth century, but before that time 
some local churches were already 
celebrating Epiphany: the revela-
tion of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles.

It is highly likely that before 
the contents of the New Testament 
were agreed in the middle of the 
second century, different dioceses 
had different scrolls, but perhaps 
not all the books we now consider 
inspired. The manifestation of 
Christ would have been remem-
bered in various ways, all of which 
now form part of our current prac-
tice. Those who knew Matthew’s 
Gospel could read about the Wise 
Men who had looked for the new-
born King, those who had Mark 
saw the story of Jesus as starting 
with His baptism, while anyone 
with John’s Gospel read that the 
changing of water into wine was 
“the first of the signs”.

In some parts of the world, like 
Egypt and Spain, Epiphany was a 
time in the year, besides the Easter 
Vigil, when adult baptisms were 
celebrated. Remembering Jesus’ 
baptism was the obvious pretext, 
but there is also some evidence 
that a pre-Christian religion 
believed the waters of the Nile 
were especially sacred at this time 
of the year, so Egyptian Christians 
may have absorbed this myth and 
changed its emphasis. Even today 
in the Mass of St John the Baptist 
we hear that “He baptised Christ, 
the giver of baptism, in waters 
made holy by the one who was 
baptised”. It is God alone who is 
holy, not the waters of the Jordan 
or the Nile!

If John the Baptist was the fore-
runner, in whose name was he 
baptising? We are baptised in the 
name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. John would not have 
known these words.

Of course, you are quite correct. 
John the Baptist did not give 
Christian baptism, and his baptism 
was not a sacrament of the 
Church.

Ritual washing is an idea that 
can be found in many religions 
and traditional cultures. Washing 

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical abortion), 
Catholics must be told, for their eternal  

welfare, and survival of their unborn infants.

www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill  :   
pdfCoLA 082 609 6919

The Justice and Peace annual 
general meeting took place at 
Holy Angels, Bez Valley on  

1 December.
Chaired by head of department, 

Joseph Dube, volunteers from the 
eight deaneries presented reports 
on the projects for the three year 
cycle which ended on 31 December.

Joseph said ad hoc projects were 
taken on by the department. These 
included statelessness, following a 
concern about children not access-
ing education due to lack of birth 
certificates, as well as research on 
racism in parishes as instructed by 
the bishops. 

Challenges encountered were 
members leaving as well as numbers 
depleting due to old age. A few 
members said they still lacked 
support from parishes. 

Successes listed included 
managing the proliferation of 
dumping sites, working with police 
and Alcoholics Anonymous in areas 
beset by substance abuse, fruitful 
relationships with gender-based 
violence (GBV) organisations such as 
Thuthuzela Care Centre and People 
Opposing Women Abuse in parishes 
where there are helpdesks. Members 

Justice and Peace annual 
general meeting
with skills have assisted parishioners 
in matters such as claiming from the 
Road Accident Fund, distributing 
pamphlets on  environmental care 
and promoting Laudato Si through 
meetings and reflections and prayer.

Members committed to continue 
employing the See – Judge – Act 
method as part of Catholic Social 
Teaching when it comes to issues  
of injustice.

The meeting took place a week 
into 16 Days of Activism against 
Women and Child Abuse. Groups 
shared activities including marches 

for raising awareness, wearing 
orange-coloured clothing items and 
men pledging to act against 
scourge.

Episcopal Vicar for Justice and 
Peace, Fr Innocent Mabheka 
announced a restructuring of the 
office. He encouraged groups to 
work together as a deanery to 
achieve projects. The meeting 
ended with a prayer said by  
Fr Innocent.

Lerato Mohone

Pope Francis and our bishops 
encourage fostering healthy 

relationships with people of other 
faiths. Thus, Catholics were part 
of the 33 faith-based organisa-
tions that gathered at FNB 
Stadium to beseech God to heal 
our land of all the ills afflicting it 
and for peaceful 2019 elections. 

This second national day of 
prayer may as well be dubbed the 
Zion Christian Church as they 
made up 85 percent of the con-
gregants that attended the event 
on the Feast of Christ the King.

Some 500 tickets were availed 
for parishioners. However, the 
ticketing system was shambolic 
and getting into the stadium 
became almost impossible. Like a 
football between soccer players, 
people were sent from one gate to 
the next. Eventually there was a 
standoff between security 
personnel and the crowd.

Security staff responded by 
saying that “early birds” were 
allowed to enter without tickets.

People outside started singing 
in one spirit with those who were 
inside. As some prepared to 
leave, the gates were opened. 
Pandemonium ensued as people 

jostled to get inside.
Inside the stadium there were 

many unoccupied seats and yet 
there were people who were 
turned away under the pretext that 
it was filled beyond capacity. 

Churches were given the 
platform to lead people in prayer. 
In his slot, Bishop Steven Moreo 
of the Anglican Church read a 
prayer by St Pope John Paul 
“Hear my Voice” – said on his 
visit to Hiroshima in 1981. 

Having a time allocation after 
lunch, Catholics were able to 
observe their Sunday obligation of 
attending Mass. Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale OMI, Bishop Duncan 
Tsoke and Vicar General, Fr Paul 
Beukes OMI led the prayers 
inspired by Romans 15.

Our Lady of Fatima, Sharpeville 
choir led the worshippers in song. 
Ten-year-old Nceba Rangaza 
bowled the audience over with his 
drumming skills. Every time the 
camera zoomed in on him, the 
crowd, especially non-Catholics, 
would cheer with appreciation. 

The event was also attended by 
President Cyril Ramaphosa 
amongst other dignitaries.

Lerato Mohone

Donning orange clothing items in  
support of gender-violence victims are, 

standing from left: Gina Jones, Mpho 
Mofamerre, Simon Matome, Tinny 

Malefane and Rebecca Musandiwa.
Front: Charmaine Khawula – Justice  

and Peace gender-based violence  
project coordinator.

The interfaith national day of prayer

Members of the faithful from  
St Martin de Porres, Orlando West.

Catechetics 
Thanksgiving 
Mass

Catechetics’ Thanksgiving Mass was 
celebrated on 1 December at Our 
Lady of Loreto, Kempton Park by  
Fr Elijah Otu. He spoke about the 
importance of a catechist’s vocation. 

He requested that catechists 
remember the relationship between 
catechesis and liturgy and also 
encouraged them to understand the 
meaning of each sacrament. Most  
of all, he emphasised that as a cate-
chist, one should be “knowledgeable 
and responsible”. With this he said it 
is not a duty of a catechist to claim 
any reward, but their goodwill 
would grant them the graciousness 
for the work they do.

Veronica Mofokeng, Catechetics Secretary

Fr Elijah Otu

The liturgical 
dance before 

Mass
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About 40 members of the Catholic  
Women’s League gathered to hold their 
end-of-year Mass in the form of a Christ-
mas party on 4 December. The event, which 
started with Mass, took place at Margaret 
House in Kensington. Mass was celebrated 
by Fr Anthony Spencer, the National  

Chaplain, with frs Vincent Pienaar and Kifle Kirba concelebrating. The 
intentions of the living CWL members were presented before the Lord 
during Mass, and the souls of all the deceased CWL members were 
prayed for. The National President, Bernice Cocci graced the occasion 
with her attendance. Matilda Dube, the Diocesan President, thanked the 
priests present and all the ladies for their hard work throughout the year
.                                                                                  Lebo WA Majahe

CWL  
year end 
party

During the celebration 
of the Mass. 

Some attendants 
at Mass.

The annual all-white party took place at 
the Cathedral on Saturday, 1 December. 
The event, which is one of major fund-

raisers for the Shrine building project, was 
attended by about 150 people all dressed 
elegantly in white. About R210 000 was 
raised on the day.

The occasion began with prayer led by  
Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza OP. Thereafter attendees 
enjoyed a scrumptious buffet meal.

Two categories of seats were available 
–  VIP seats where 10 participants sat with 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI and general 
tables. 

Archbishop Buti gave feedback regarding 
fundraising achieved thus far and explained 
that the start of the building in the Magalies-
burg had been delayed because rezoning 
issues have not yet been finalised. “We are 
optimistic that by June 2019 we would have 
started with the first phase,” he added. 

The Shrine model was displayed to give 
attendants a perspective on what the Shrine 
will look like on completion. 

Odilon Molapo, Head of Department of 
Evangelisation, was the master of ceremonies 
and led the day’s programme. Musical enter-
tainment was supplied by popular DJ Dicky 
Boy, who always generously donates his time 
and talent whenever  asked.

Lebo WA Majahe

From lefr:  Lusungu Kanyama Phiri, Lawyers for Human Rights; 
Francis Anyanzu SJ; Faith Chirinda, Future Families and Rampe Hlobo 
SJ, Global Ignatian Advocacy Network, panellists at the premiere 
screening of the documentary “Denied Access — Stories of Forced 
Migrants in South Africa”. The well-attended event was hosted by the 
Jesuit Institute in Auckland Park on Monday 10 December, the  
70th anniversary of the signing of the United Nations Declaration of 
Human Rights.                                                                 Judy Stockill

All white 
party
Left: The viewing of the Shrine model.  
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, all in white, is 
second from left.

Below: Parishioners from Our Lady of Africa 
Mohlakeng occupied seven tables.

Bottom: CWL members from the West Deanery.

Christmas 
Gift Sale

Marian Barenburg (right) offers two 
knitted toys for sale after Mass at the 
Church of the Resurrection, Bryan-
ston. The toys and other knitted and 
crocheted goods were produced by 
the women of an empowerment 
programme in Diepsloot. Saint Vin-
cent de Paul began the project to 
help women earn an income. The 
quality of work and range of prod-
ucts on offer gets better each year. 
It’s a pleasure to give and receive 
Christmas gifts that have contrib-
uted to another’s Christmas.

        Judy Stockill

Denied Access
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The interior of the glass chapel with a 
view of the serene surroundings of  
the Magaliesburg.

The reality of the Shrine in the 
Magaliesburg is fast approaching

A bird’s-eye view  
of the area

Work is expected to 
start in June 2019

Different views of the new  
pastoral centre which will  

accommodate about  
3 000 people. 
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One who demonstrates the gifts 
of wisdom and prudence, willing 
to participate in an ongoing 
process of faith formation. 

This has to be adhered to 
strictly.

Suggestions for nomination  
of candidates

PPCs should comprise of repre-
sentatives of different communi-
ties such as Small Christian 
Communities, sodalities, youth, 
parish finance committee (one 
member) and other groupings 
within the parish communities 
such as schools and religious 
communities. Nominations can be 
made from the entire parish 
community where necessary. This 
helps to represent all people even 
those who don’t belong to SCCs 
or any group within the parish. 

Elections must be conducted to 
determine the representatives by 
way of getting more votes from 
those nominated by communities. 
Whoever gets the highest votes 
will become a member of the 
PPC.

New PPC elections – continued 
from page 1.

Continued from page 1.

De La Salle Holy Cross  
College (DLSHCC) Junior 

School learners had a wonder-
ful day, building an art mural 
of the ocean using plastic 
waste, aimed at increasing 
awareness in children regard-
ing the importance of  
recycling and the damaging 
effects of plastic. 

Eighty children and 10 
parents got involved in cut-
ting, sticking, painting, tearing 
and creating using waste plas-
tic. The mural will be displayed 
on the college walls. At the 
end of the day, the DLSHCC 

Donating to 
those in need

Catholic Women’s League  
members from Sacred Heart, 
Katlehong donated some much 
needed items to Masolenyana a 
Kriste sodality. 

From left: Mary Tshabalala, 
Nomsa Mokoena, Phephi Tshaba-
lala and Masabata Diaz

Tebogo Masunyane It was all smiles and jubilation 
when St Margaret Immaculate 
Conception, Diepkloof pre-

sented the new Catholic Women’s 
League (CWL) executive commit-
tee on 18 November.

They laid out their objectives 
and aims to undertake during their 
term. They also promised to work 
tirelessly to strengthen CWL 
members with team work being 
the focal point of their objectives.

Through their media liaison 

Aretreat was organised by the 
Office of Divine Worship and 
Liturgy for the Extraordinary 

Ministers of Holy Communion on 
Saturday, 17 November at the 
Cathedral. Some 150 ministers heard 
that the ministry they were in was a 
calling by the loving Lord into  
His abundant harvest and that they 
should embrace it and conduct 
themselves as true missionaries.

Retreat facilitator, Fr Mareko 
Marciniak SVD, parish priest of San 
Salvador in Leondale, told the 
enthusiastic ministers that prayers 
would help them overcome the 
challenges they may encounter in 
the ministry.

Emphasis was placed on the 
following topics: the definition of 
the Eucharist, what it symbolises, its 
importance and function.

Retreat for Holy 
Communion 

ministers

De La Salle Holy Cross  
Environment Committee  
makes waves

High School environment club joined in to help finish off the project. 
The College Environmental Committee is working hard on making  

environmental education and awareness an intrinsic and essential part of 
the children’s education, as the world faces ongoing and growing environ-
mental challenges. 

Lydia Orsmond /Julia O’Connor

CWL Diepkloof  
executive committee

Love Matters

officer, Tiny Chiya, they stated 
that taking their sodality to the 
next level will require members to 
be open with one another and 
meet their objectives of charity, 
work and loyalty. 

From left, President Nomsa 
Maphanga, Vice President Lydia 
Tsele, Secretary Jabulile Chabeli, 
Vice Nomsa Msimang, Treasurer 
Shiela Matseba and Media Liai-
son Officer Tiny Chiya.

Tiny Chiya

Ministers of Holy Communion attend the  
celebration of Holy Mass after the retreat. Front 
row second from right is liturgy department Head, 
Annastacia Mphuthi.

The retreat culminated in the 
celebration of the Holy Mass by  
Fr Mareko, who said afterwards that 
he was impressed with the inter-
action and feedback he received 
from the ministers, adding that he 
realised that there were so many 
things they did not know about the 
Eucharist. “We assume that people 
know, and yet the opposite is true, 
but I am delighted that they 
showed great interest in the 
Eucharist”.

Expressing his excitement, the 
minister from St Theresa, Magagula 
in Katlehong, Raphael Ntereke said 
the retreat presented them with 
renewed spirituality in the ministry. 

Head of the liturgy department, 
Annastacia Mphuthi, thanked all who 
attended the retreat and said she 
hoped they would support future 
activities for the ministry as these 
were an important part of the 
ongoing formation.

         Abel Dlamini

A family affair

Newly ordained Fr Richard 
Stonier blesses his parents 

Anne and Michael Stonier imme-
diately after Mass. He bestowed 
his first priestly blessing on the 
bishop who ordained him, The 
Right Reverend Duncan Tsoke, 
Auxiliary Bishop of Johannes-
burg, at the close of the  
ordination mass.

During the ordination rite,  
just before the liturgy of the 
Eucharist, Mr and Mrs Stonier 
brought to the altar the bread and 
wine for consecration representing 
the gift they have offered to the 
Church for consecration – their 
son, Richard.

At the end of Mass, during his 
vote of thanks, Fr Richard pre-
sented gifts to his parents. To his 
father he gave the, unused as yet, 
confessional stole he will wear 
when he hears his first confession. 
“I will take it back from Dad and 
return it once I have used it.” The 
purple stole is the father’s gift 
since it is the father who teaches 
his child about justice and mercy. 
To his mother he gave the man-
itergium, the linen cloth Bishop 

Duncan used to wipe the holy oil 
of Chrism from his hands after 
having anointed the palms of the 
new priest. According to tradition 
these gifts are buried with the 
priest’s parents as symbols of 
their having given a son to the 
priesthood, as did God.

Fr Richard has four brothers 
and a sister. He is the third son. 
He is also the best pupil Alannah 
Bate, catechist at Northriding, has 
ever had in her First Holy Com-
munion class. Richard told her 
then that he ‘wanted to be Pope’. 
Alannah shared this story with 
Anne just after this photograph 
was taken. 

Judy Stockill

The annual Christmas market of Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia was 
held in what was the church. A beautiful new church has been built 
on the same site to accommodate a much-enlarged congregation. 
Prior to 1952 Catholics of Rivonia and surrounds worshiped at the 
Carmelite Convent, now an office park, near Rivonia Primary School.

Judy Stockill

Church 
   Market

The youth of the Archdiocese participated in the Love 
Matters programme at Bosco Youth Centre which was 
both fun and educational. The event had a great impact on 
the Orange Farm parish with guest speakers sharing 
knowledge. The event, said parishioners, was “fantastic, 
educational and, above all, had an impact in our lives”.

Nhlanhla Lucky Mdlalose
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2nd Fr Donald McLouglin 
Fr Ernest Kabungo

4th Fr Bernard Sompane 
Fr Xavier Barongo

7th Rev Errol Scott
10th Fr Antonio Borras Cabaces
11th Fr Sergio Lorenzini
12th Fr Joseph Matsau
14th Fr Matthew Charlesworth
24th Fr Oluwole Obadina
31st Fr Anthony Egan

1st Malesela Dikgale
5th Rev Michael Harrington

Birthdays in January

... and in early February

We celebrate with our clergy
The following priests and deacons celebrate their birthdays 

and anniversaries of their ordination.  
Remember them in your prayers!

Ordinations

Fr Mathieu Van Vlierden 11-1-70      
Fr Ronald Cairns 14-1-72
Fr Theophilus Malotsa  23-1-77
Fr Robert Gore 01-1-78
Fr Joy Sebastian 01-1-86
Fr Mokesh Morar 07-1-89
Rev Kevin Fenn 24-1-93
Rev Antony Bishop 15-1-05
Rev Simon Mokoena 15-1-05
Rev David Potterton 15-1-05
Rev Philip Teulon 15-1-05
Rev Herman Wiechers 15-01-05
Fr Mandla Skhosana 22-1-05
Fr II Sup Shin 12-1-10
Fr Jean-Marie Kizituka 23-1-10

NEW APPOINTMENTS 2019

Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde  
appointed as Administrator 
for the Cathedral of Christ 
the King.

Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka 
Did’Ho has been  
appointed as parish priest 
of St Albert, Vosloorus.

Fr Thabo Motshegwa 
has been appointed as 
parish priest of 
Immaculate Conception, 
Rosebank.

Fr Theodore Macupe  
appointed as parish priest 
of St Francis Xavier and  
St Anthony of Padua, 
Evaton

Fr Sikhosiphi Mgoza OP 
appointed as parish priest 
of Holy Family, Turffontein

Fr Joachim Malunga 
appointed as  parish priest 
of St Philip Neri, Moletsane

Fr Abel Maluleka 
appointed as Assistant 
Priest of Immaculate 
Conception, Rosebank.

Fr Richard Stonier 
appointed as Assistant 
Priest of St John the 
Apostle, Florida

Fr Joseph Matsau  
appointed as parish 
priest  
of St Angela, Dobsonville 

Fr Sefako Santawana 
appointed as the parish 
priest of St Maria Goretti, 
Riverlea and St Joseph’s, 
Mayfair

Fr Oupa Matseke 
appointed as parish 
priest of Good 
Shepherd, Protea North 
and Blessed Isadore 
Bakanja, Protea Glen.

Fr Boshom Mpetsheni 
appointed as parish priest 
of Holy Family, Spruitview

Fr Tony Nunes appointed 
as parish priest of Our 
Lady of the Wayside, 
Maryvale

Fr Petrus Shiya  
appointed as parish  
priest of Our Lady of 
Fatima, Dube

Fr Michael Seheri has 
been appointed as  
parish priest of Our Lady 
of Africa, Mohlakeng  
and St Martin de Porres, 
Toekomsrus

All Souls 
Mass  
at the Cathedral 
on Saturday,  
24 November

Above left: Priests, deacons and  
seminarians who served at Mass.

Pics by Sheldon Reddiar

Seminarianas during the entrance procession

Above: The entrance procession

Left: Vicar General Fr Paul Beukes with 
Fr Thabo Motshegwa.

Above : Annastacia Mphuthi, head of the 
Office of Divine Worship and Liturgy.

Left: The  
Cathedral 
was filled with 
religious sisters, 
brothers and lay 
faithful.
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On the World day of the Poor,  
St Patrick’s, La Rochelle served 

lunch for the poor after the 10am 
Mass on Sunday, 18 November. 

The parish’s four charity groups 
and the youth, together with parish 
priest, Fr Jorge Guerra and Deacon 
Walter Middleton worked hard to 
organise and assist the 140 plus 
people that filled the church hall 
and parking lot. 

Altar servers spent time 
learning and reflecting on 
their ministry at a retreat 

held on the feast of the Immacu-
late Conception at the Cathedral. 
Organised by the Office of Divine 
Worship and Liturgy, the retreat 
was facilitated by final-year 
seminarian, Br Kgaugelo Ntsie.

The Cathedral’s sacristan, 
Constance Kisyaba invited the 
children to join her in saying a 
prayer to Jesus, a friend of 
children.

In the language that young 
people use, Br Kgaugelo was able 
to interact with them using simple 
language, with a joke here and 
there. He covered the liturgical 
calendar, terminology, conduct, 
the difference between solem-
nities, feasts and memorials  
and the stages of Mass and  
how serving at the altar should  

Far left, Annastacia Mphuthi with 
altar servers and Br Kgaugelo 

Ntsie in clerical shirt, back row.

Altar 
servers’ 
retreat

be seamless.
Servers reflected on how the 

feast of the day, that is, Mary’s 
preservation from original sin 
was relevant to their ministry and 
what is special about serving at 
the altar.

Head of the liturgy department, 
Annastacia Mphuthi was there to 
dispel some misconceptions and 
help clarify some of the answers. 

She said there was a need to 
organise an extended session in 
future as they were not able to get 
to the vestments worn at Mass, 
among other things.

Br Kgaugelo encouraged them 

to be enthusiastic, inspiring, 
cheerful and to strive for excel-
lence in their service.

Although the participants ranged 
from those who spoke about the 
‘promulgation of dogmas’ to those 
who struggled with the notion of 
Mary’s Immaculate Conception, 
they all agreed that they found it 
spiritually-fulfilling. 

The day ended with the celebra-
tion of Mass said by Fr Thabo 
Motshegwa.             Lerato Mohone

World Day of the Poor

It was truly a wonderful after-
noon. The people fed were grateful 
and it was enriching to see the 
smiles of contentment on their 
faces. 

As Pope Francis stated, this 
year’s World Day for St Patrick’s was 
“celebrated in a spirit of joy at the 
rediscovery of our capacity for 
togetherness”.

Yuresha Perumal

It was all joy and excitement 
on 25 November at St Francis 
of Assisi, Yeoville, as seven 

new members were admitted into 
the Catholic Women Organisation 
(CWO), an umbrella body for all 
Catholic women in the Church.  
This marks the third induction of 
new members in the organisation.

New members were congratu-
lated and prayed for, as well as for 

Induction ceremony of  
Catholic Women Organisation

the good of the family, the 
Church and the society at large, 
which the organisation propa-
gates and protects.

Thanks were given to  
Fr Ernest Kabungo CMM, parish 
priest for his continuous support 
and encouragement.

Altar Servers 
Multiply
The altar servers community of Holy 
Trinity – Kwanele in Katlehong wel-
comed 12 new members into the 
ministry on Sunday, 9 December 
after undergoing a four-month  
probation period. 

They were introduced to the con-
gregation by parish priest, Fr Elijah 
Otu MSP after he hosted a prepara-
tion for induction for them on 
Wednesday, 5 December.  He 
blessed and sprinkled them with 
holy water after they committed to 
serve at the altar of the Lord with 
diligence. They are pictured with 
seasoned members of the ministry 
namely, Itumeleng Mofokeng, left 
and Kamohelo Mothejoa, far right in 
purple cassocks.

                            Abel Dlamini

Proclaimers of the Word, Sr Juliana 
Abioye and Dillon Naicker.

Chancery staff Thanksgiving Mass
Chancery staff gave thanks to 
God for the blessings this year. 
Mass was celebrated by Vicar 
for Catechetics, Fr Boniface 
D’Souza and Vicar for Youth, 
Fr Innocent Daniel. At the end 
of Mass, staff who have served 
the Archdiocese between five 
and 30 years were awarded 
certificates.

Annastacia Mphuthi receives her 
certificate.

Above (inset): Fr Boniface 
D’Souza and Susann  
Greyling light the Advent 
candle.

Left: Fr Innocent Daniel 
proclaiming the Gospel.Prayers of the faithful, from left Judy Stockill, Penny West, 

Brian Mooi, Deborah Sebuse and  
Veronica Mofokeng

The CWO members with  
Fr Ernest Kabungo CMM and  

Sr M Cecilia Anawanti EHJ.


