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On the eve of Human  
Rights Day, the Southern 
African Catholic Bishops’ 

Conference’s Justice and Peace 
Commission and the University of 
Johannesburg’s department of 
sociology had a seminar on faith-
based organisations’ response to 
gender-based violence.

The event was held at the  
uni-versity’s Kingsway Campus.  
It started with the screening of a 
video about the Tavern Intervention 
Programme which is a partnership 
between the SACBC J&P Commis-
sion and United Nations Women’s 
HeForShe campaign encouraging 
men to take a leading role in 
fighting violence in communities.

The Target Intervention Pro-
gramme targets men that have been 
identified by law enforcement and 
community members as perpetra-
tors of violence against women and 
children and other social crimes 
which can result from the abuse of 
alcohol. These happen in the places 

these men frequent, South Africa’s 
local taverns, said coordinator  
Robert Mafonyori.

The programme was piloted in 
Klerksdorp, a former mining town, 
where 65 taverns were targeted. 
Having faced retrenchment, men  
in the area find solace in alcohol. 

The clip featured images from 
tavern owners, patrons, partners 
and bishop of Klerksdorp diocese, 
Victor Phalana. 

One partner conceded that ever 
since her husband attended these 
sessions there has been a great 
transformation.

First year sociology lecturer,  
Lerato Kgosiemang moderated the 
discussion and promised to screen 
it for his students. 

Some points made were:
• South Africa is the sixth largest 

consumer of alcohol in the 
world. While alcohol is not the 
problem, we cannot normalise 
excessive consumption of it.

Tavern Intervention 
Programme seminar
Tavern Intervention 
Programme seminar

Seminar participants.

Continued on page 5.

Telephone (011) 402 6400 • www.catholicjhb.org.za

A publication of the Catholic Archdiocese of Johannesburg

MAY 2019

newsnewsADAD 6 Holy WeekSACBC MigrantsSACBC Migrants

3 5

Papal logo for African visits
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Pope Francis will visit the 
capital cities of three African 
countries – Mozambique, 

Madagascar and Mauritius in 
September. This will be the 

Pope Francis to 
visit three countries 
in East Africa

Pontiff’s fourth visit to Africa, 
after going to Uganda, Kenya and 
Central African Republic in 2015.

Pope Francis will travel to the 
three nations as a pilgrim of peace, 

Photographic / 
editorial workshop

hope and reconciliation, according 
to the themes that are reflected 
in the official logo. The logo 
(pictured above left) bears a dove, 
a symbol of peace, in the country 
that is still reeling from the effects 
of the 1977-1992 civil war. 

 Mozambique and Madagascar 
are among the world’s poorest 
countries in Africa and the Pope 
is ecstatic to have the opportunity 
to leave a message of hope to the 
less fortunate and marginalised. 

The pope’s visit has been con- 
firmed by the Vatican’s interim 

spokesman, Alessandro Gissoti, 
who released a statement 
confirming the date and the 
three cities the pope will visit – 
Maputo, Antananarivo and Port 
Luis. The pilgrimage dates are 
scheduled from 4-10 September. 
The visit was accepted at the 
invitation of the bishops and 
heads of the respective states, 
added Gisotti. 

Mauritius is a small island 
located off the eastern coast of 
Africa in the Indian Ocean. The 
whole country is 790 square 

miles with just over 1.2 million 
people. It has one diocese and one 
apostolic vicariate. According to 
the country’s 2011 census, the 
largest religion in the country 
is Hinduism at 48.5 percent, 
followed by Christianity at 32.7 
percent. Muslims make up around 
17.2 percent of the country’s 
population and other religions  
0.7 percent. 

There are 22 Catholic dioceses 
in Madagascar, an island country 
about 250 miles off the coast of 
East Africa.              Lebo WA Majahe

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
In the name of the Archdiocese of 
Johannesburg, Little Eden Society, 
and St Therese Catholic Church, 
Edenvale, I have received a petition 

Publication of 
Petition to Open Cause 
of Beatification and  
Canonisation of Daniel 
(“Danny”) George Hyams

Handover of the formal petition from  
Luigi Slaviero, the Postulator of the 

cause, to begin an investigation into the 
life and virtues of Danny Hyams for the 
cause of beatification and canonisation.

Continued on page 8.

from Mr Luigi Slaviero, who 
was appointed as Postulator and 
approved by me, to initiate a 
Cause for the Beatification and 
Canonisation of Daniel (“Danny”) 

George Hyams, who died on  
28 December 2012, at his home in 
Edenvale. 

The Vicar of Communica-
tions, Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde 
is encouraging parishes and 
deaneries to send representa-
tives to attend a free ADNews 
photographic and basic edito-
rial workshop at the Cathedral 
on Saturday, 13 July. Expert 
photographers and journalists 
will host sessions from 10am.

He appeals for communi-
cators to get involved and 
submit their contributions to 
ADNews. Participants will be 
shown how to use their cell-
phone and ordinary cameras.

The day includes a free light 
snack.

For bookings please email 
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.
Please book only if you are cer-
tain you will be able to attend 
as numbers are limited.

Holy Communion 
– Fr Plastow
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St John Paul II 
Linmeyer 

Fundraising
A fundraiser event will be 

hosted at  
the Barnyard Theatre 

Gold Reef City 
Saturday, 25 May at 8:00pm, 

towards our new Church that 
will be built in Rispark, 
Johannesburg South.

Pope’s Intentions: 
May

Evangelization: That the Church 

in Africa, through the commit-
ment of its members, may be  
the seed of unity among her  
peoples and sign of hope for this  

continent.

CONFIRMATIONS IN 
MARCH 

 Pray for the candidates!
Sunday 12th– 10:00
St Andrew, Noordgesig
Sunday 26th – 08:00
Regina Mundi, Moroka

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  

abortion), Catholics must be told,  
for their eternal welfare, and survival 

of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill

pdfCoLA 082 609 6919

DIVINE MERCY FEAST
Holy Hour: 14.00
Holy Mass: 15 00

Divine Mercy Catholic Church 
49 Angel Street, Walkerville.
We invite you all to celebrate 

the Mercy of Our Lord

Bat Kol Scripture group meets 
every third Saturday  

12.00 - 4.00 pm at Holy Family 
College, 40 Oxford Road,  

entrance 3rd Avenue Parktown.  
2019 Study programme –  

Deutero- Isaiah – the prophet of 
the Babylonian exile 

Contact Sr Marie Andre SND 
072 250 4944 for details.

‘Could you not spend 
one hour with me?’

Holy Hour 
15:00 -16:00

Every Saturday
Sung Chaplet of The 

Divine Mercy

Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.

Enquiries 074-193-0449

PATRONAL FEASTS: MAY

COMMUNITY NOTICES

1 st St Joseph the Worker, Boipatong 
(1956); Bosmont (1969) and the 
Polish community in Norwood

 St Peregrine Laziosi, Alra Park 
(1982)

3rd St James, Magaliesburg (1933); 
Vlakfontein

5th Our Lady of the Cedars, Wood-
mead (1990); Our Lady of the 
Cedars of Lebanon, Lieft en Vrede 
(2002)

9th Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton Park 
(1967)

13th Our Lady of Fatima, Brentwood 
Park (1945); Dube (1959); Sharp-
eville (1960)

21st St Eugene de Mazenod, Eldorado 
Park (1979)

24th Our Lady of the Wayside, 
Maryvale (1938)

26th St Philip Neri, Moletsane (1962)
29th Bl Joseph Gerard, Freedom Park 

(1998)
30th St Hubert, Alexandra (1919)

Marfam
is looking for editorial and 
admin assistance to help us 

develop our digital resources.
Contact Toni 

on 082 552-1275
for information

The Children of Mary 
sodality spent the after-
noon of Sunday, 31 April 

at St Theresa, Zondi praying for 
an end to violence in schools and 
throughout the nation. 

Outgoing chairperson of the 
parish pastoral council and 
matron at the Bheki Mlangeni 
District Hospital’s Accident and 
Emergency Department, Khosi 
Ngcobo, welcomed everybody 
including Fr Jordan Ngondo.

She said the violence in schools 
is orchestrated and carried out by 
young people themselves. 
Catholic children should be 
exemplary by not associating 
with this behaviour. She said that 
in her line of work she encounters 
a lot of young people who, at the 
ages of 12 and 13, are already 
pregnant. She also said the high 
rate of teens committing suicide 
was alarming. 

“Let it be not you. Associate 
with the right crowd. We look 
forward to you being leaders of 
this country who pursue higher 
education qualifications,” she 
recommended.  

Although Sundays are desig-
nated for the glorious mysteries 
of the Rosary, in light of the 

theme, the sorrowful mysteries 
were recited. 

The children also composed 
poems on peace. A prayer to  
St Michael the Archangel was 
said. They also exhorted their 
patron saint, Mother Mary, to 
intercede on their behalf to her 
Son, Jesus, the Prince of Peace for 
harmony in the world. 

Fr Jordan led the adoration, 
divine praises, litany of Mary and 
benediction. He was supported by 
the parish’s deacon Cosmos 
Khumalo.

Sodality member, Tumi Mofo-
keng read scripture verses from 

Revelations 5, 6, 8, 9 and 22. She 
said the apocalyptic nature of the 
verses reflect what has been 
happening with cyclones that 
cause havoc. “But the Book of 
Revelation is also about Christ 
who was born for our salvation,” 
she said. 

Outgoing coordinator for the 
Children of Mary sodality in 
Soweto deanery, Selina Moloi, 
encouraged the young ones  to 
pray individually, and as a 
collective, and not be dissuaded 
by anybody in their spiritual 
journey in the sodality.

Lerato Mohone

Did you know 
Paddy Kearney?

Raymond Perrier, Director of the 
Denis Hurley Centre, is doing a 
doctorate on Gerald Patrick 
‘Paddy’ Kearney founder of the 
Denis Hurley Centre and 
Chairman of its Board of Trustees 
at the time of his death in 
November last year. Raymond 
appeals for any letters or 
document written by Paddy. 
He would also welcome stories 
and/or photographs of him.

E-mail Raymond Perrier at 
raymond@denishurleycentre.org

Children of Mary sodality 
pray for an end to violence

Above: Our Lady of 
Mercy, Emndeni.

Guides of the Children of Mary sodality from the 
Soweto deanery. Blessed Isadore Bakanja, Protea Glen.

Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, Phiri and Lefhureng Catholic Church.

Left: Children of Mary from 
St Theresa, Zondi.

FINANCE 
MEETING 

The Archdiocesan 
General Finance Meet-
ing will be held at the 

Cathedral on Saturday, 
8 June at 14:00.

All parishes should 
send a parish finance 

council representative.
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

Holy Communion: 
both Sacred Meal and 

Abiding Presence

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 

• PO Box 46876 
Glosderry, 7702 

• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

There is no need to remain kneel-
ing until the tabernacle is closed 
because, at this point, we are not 
engaged in a joint act of adoration, 
but are focusing on our communion 
in the Lord whom we have just 
received inside ourselves. 

After Communion in my parish, 
someone in the congregation 
always starts the “Soul of Christ 
sanctify me” prayer. Is this  
correct?

This prayer, the Anima Christi, is 
well-known as both a devotional 
prayer and a hymn. It is a very 
beautiful and meaningful prayer for 
one who has just received Holy 
Communion, but it is not the only 
appropriate prayer.  Since it is not 
in the Missal, I would be reluctant 
to impose it on the entire congrega-
tion. The liturgy is busy enough as 
it is without compelling all to use 
the mandatory time of silence to 
recite a devotional prayer. 

Why does our priest leave the  
tabernacle unlocked after having 
exposed the Blessed Sacrament.

When the Blessed Sacrament is 
exposed in the monstrance, this 
becomes the focus for all acts of 
devotion. Even if there is still a 
ciborium in the tabernacle, we do 
not genuflect to the tabernacle, but 
to the monstrance. Leaving the key 
in the tabernacle, and having the 
door ajar, indicate that exposition is 
taking place at the altar and that 
that is where we are being directed 
at that time. Another example is 
when people pass in front of the 
tabernacle when in procession to 
receive Holy Communion. They do 
not genuflect since they are pro-
cessing towards the same Real 
Presence at the altar.

Paragraph 27 of the General 
Instruction on the Roman Missal 
tells us that Christ is present at 
Mass in four ways: in the people 
called together, in the person of the 
priest who presides, in the procla-
mation of the Word, and in Holy 
Communion. There are times dur-
ing the liturgy in which we will 
emphasise the Scriptures, or the 
people assembled, and at these 
times the tabernacle is not in the 
spotlight. Once the liturgy is over, 
however, it is the Blessed Sacra-
ment which remains as an abiding 
presence: we do not put the priest 
or the Bible into a gilded box!  
Intelligent participation in liturgical 
worship demands that we focus 
according to what we are doing at 
the time.

Again our questions come 
from outside the archdio-
cese. In April we heard 

from East London while this 
month’s e-mail comes from 
Ladysmith in KwaZulu-Natal. 

“Holy Communion” refers to dif-
ferent aspects of the same reality: 
the sacrament we receive, and the 
presence which we venerate. There 
is an unresolved tension in Catholic 
practice between the active celebra-
tion of the Eucharist and the pas-
sive adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. This tension is the basis 
of confusion and disagreement.

May we talk in church before and 
after Mass?

Some parishioners get very upset 
when others talk in church. They 
get there early so that they can 
have some quiet time, but are then 
distracted by the busy preparation 
for Mass, and by people greeting 
their friends! Is the church building 
a holy temple in which we come 
into the presence of Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament, or is it a meet-
ing place where the Church (the 
people of God) gathers for wor-
ship? Both answers are correct, but 
it is not easy to get a good balance 
between these two understandings. 
Welcoming newcomers and saying 
hello to regulars is an important 
aspect of community building and 
helps all to feel they have come 
together for a communal event. We 
do not go to church to be alone 
with God!

Why have some churches moved 
the tabernacle away from the  
centre of the sanctuary?

A special chapel to house the taber-
nacle is the best way to allow peo-
ple a place for quiet prayer while 
others prepare for communal wor-
ship. During the celebration of the 
liturgy, the altar should be our pri-
mary focal point, not the taberna-
cle. To ensure that this is indeed the 
case, church buildings without a 
Blessed Sacrament chapel often 
move the tabernacle to one side of 
the sanctuary, showing its relative 
importance when compared to the 
altar and the ambo.  

After Holy Communion, are we 
supposed to stay kneeling until the 
Blessed Sacrament is put back in 
the tabernacle?

Ideally speaking, we should not 
have to open the tabernacle during 
Mass. At each Mass the priest 
should consecrate the right number 
of hosts for those receiving and  
not rely on the supply kept in the 
tabernacle after an earlier Mass.  
Although not practical, some  
parishes make no attempt to show 
that priest and people receive the 
same “one bread and one cup” pro-
claimed in the Mass prayers. After 
we have received Holy Commun-
ion each person should pray silent-
ly using whatever posture (usually 
kneeling or sitting) works best.  

In the lead-up to 
Synod 2019, where  
the implementation 

of the Synod 2008 
resolutions were 
discussed at parish 
level during the phase 
one of the question-
naire, the Department of 
Evangelisation organised a Synod 
champions’ workshop at the 
Cathedral on Saturday, 16 March. 
This was after parishes were asked 
to give five topics that they 
thought should be pertinent to the 
discussions at the Synod.

The proceedings started with the 
Synod prayer of the Archdiocese.

The workshop was facilitated by 
Vicar for Evangelisation, Fr Bruce 
Botha SJ, assisted by the Synod 
steering committee comprising 
chairperson Roy Lailvaux, Emily 
Morley, Rev Gerald Rodrigues 
and heads of Youth Department, 
Sr Juliana Abioye and the Evan-
gelisation Department, Odilon 
Molapo.

The committee reported that 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI 
was pleased with the quality of the 
responses and has endorsed the 
themes.

These themes were initially 
consolidated to eight. However, 
given that only two days have 

been allocated for the Synod,  
they were narrowed down to the 
following four:

Youth
It has been noted that somehow 
parishes are not places of wel-
come for young people and as a 
result they feel alienated.

Marriage and family life
Parishes need to look at matters 
external to the church to make 
conditions for marriage more 
conducive as fatherlessness, 
institutionalised patriarchy and 
toxic masculinity are some of the 
factors that impact families 
negatively and attack marriage as 
a sacrament. Pope Francis’ encyc-
lical The Joy of Love could be 
used as a resource for this topic.

Renewal
This covers areas like spiritual 
growth, formation in the faith, 
liturgies that are life-giving and 
fulfilling and creating parish 
communities that are open and 
welcoming to all.

Discipleship
This is connected to our mission 
as the Church: what does it mean 
for us to be disciples in today’s 
world? 

Leadership and other related 
themes will be treated as sub-
topics.

A panel of experts for each 
theme is already preparing study 
and reflection material which will 
be distributed to parishes together 
with a set of questions to help the 
parish committee hone in on each 
theme. 

Fr Bruce reiterated that the 
ultimate goal of the Synod is for 
the spiritual growth of every 
member of the diocese.

Synod 2019, with each parish 
represented by the parish priest, 
parish pastoral council (PPC) 
chairperson, a synod champion 
who is also a PPC ex-officio 
member and a youth representa-
tive, will take place on 20 and  
21 September.         Lerato Mohone

A retreat for Vaal Deanery cate-
chists was held at St Francis Xavier, 
Evaton on 6 April. The theme was 
“The Everlasting Covenant through 
the perfect Sacrifice”. It was led by 
Fr Theodore Macupe and Cecilia 
Koebe. 

Boipatong welcomes 
new altar servers

The altar servers of St Joseph the Worker, 
Boipatong welcomed three new members on 
Sunday, 31 March. Mass was said by Fr Benen 
Fahy. Pictured are Tirisano Justine Marumo 
(chairperson), Dineo Moeketsi, Tshegofatso 
Thobejane, Itumeleng Mazibuko and Nnuku 
Maria Banda (adult supporter).

Nancy Thobejane

Synod 2019 champions’ 
workshop

Synod 2019 champions 
pose for a group photo. 

Participants during break-
away sessions.

Pic by Sheldon Reddiar

Vaal Deanery Catechists’ retreat
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On the Feast of the Annunciation, 
everyone was called to the “airport” 
at Our Lady of Peace, Kagiso 2 to 
“board a flight”, which at first no one 
knew the destination of. The “pilot” 
of the flight was Fr Thembelani 
Ngcobo, assisted by two co-pilots 
namely Fr Ben Mahlangu OMI, the 
parish priest, and Fr Tshepiso 
Lekoko. 

Everyone sat in family class. The 
theme of the retreat was ‘Family life: 
both home and spiritual’.  Fr Ngcobo 
motivated families to stick together 
through thick and thin. Families 
must love each other, support each 
other and most importantly learn to 
forgive each other, he said. 

He said some family members find 
it easy to forgive people outside, but 
find it hard to forgive family 
members – some even going to 
their graves not being at peace with 
one another. “Forgiveness is a choice 
and healing is a process,” he added. 

He advised youth not to be fooled 
by the so-called ‘love’ of their friends. 
The only place where true love exists 
is in the family. He asked families to 
mend themselves by going to 
confession; they must do away with 
their pride and learn to say they are 
sorry, he added. 

Fr Taelo KimaneOMI , Fr Vusi 
Mdlalose and Fr Lawrence Ndlovu 
joined the flight as they gave the 
passengers the sacrament of 
reconciliation. Families were then 
blessed by priests. When the “flight” 
landed at its destination on the  
31 March, “passengers” were very 
blessed and fully loaded by the Holy 
Spirit. What a retreat it was. “You 
cannot meet Jesus and remain the 
same. Have you changed?” This is 
the question they had to answer for 
themselves.                   Nozipho Lakaje

In celebration of the Feast of 
the Annunciation of our Lord, 
the Culture for Life apostolate 

gathered for Mass to pray for an 
end to abortion on Saturday,  
23 March at St Martin de Porres, 
Craighall Park. Presiding at Mass 
was parish priest and spiritual 
director, Fr Shaun von Lillienfeld.

His homily was awash with 
quotes and resources echoing the 
church’s teaching on the sanctity 
of life. They were taken from 
various sources including our 
“treasure trove”, the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church, St Pope John 
Paul II’s, Pope Paul VI prophetic 
encyclical Humanae Vitae,  
St Mother Teresa of Calcutta and 
civil servants such former presi-
dent of the US who said, “Abortion 
is advocated by people who 
themselves have been born”. 

Fr Shaun said every person, 
including those in the womb are 
created in the image and likeness 
of God, emphasising the inherent 
value and potential of every life.

Calling for the Catholic 
Women’s League adoption society 

to be promoted in parishes, he 
described how adopted children 
have brought so much joy to 
families.

He commended agencies and 
resources, like Theology of the 
Body, that inform young people 
about God’s plan for their sex-
uality and for helping them not to 
fall into the trap of unplanned and 
unwanted pregnancies. 

Expectant mothers and fathers 
and their unborn children 
received a special blessing.

Fr Shaun applauded the Culture 
of Life Apostolate for promoting 
life. This apostolate is divided 
into anti-abortion, education and 
formation and Divine Mercy 
House for pregnant women in 
crisis.

Also attending were the Sisters 
of Charity of Jesus and Mary:  
Sr Virginia, Sr Jose, Sr Lucy,  
Sr Michelline and Sr Justine,  
who helps take care of pregnant 
women and their children at the 
Divine Mercy House. She ensures 
attendance of antenatal classes 
and appointments at Rahima 
Moosa Mother and Child hospi-
tal. Sr Justine also follows up 
with them when they leave the 
house and are at Mother Teresa 
House in Yeoville. 

To volunteer to teach women 
skills like hair braiding and 
baking, call Marilyn on  
084 461 2592.

To refer pregnant women in 
crisis, call Sr Justine on  
082 701 8360.

Lerato Mohone

As you are aware that the 
Catholic Men’s Forum will  
be celebrating its 5th anni-

versary in the form of a spiritual 
enrichment at St Hubert, Alexandra, 
on Saturday, 25 May. The proceed-
ings will start at 07:30 with registra-
tion and end the day at 15:00.

Catholic men at parish level, are 
encouraged to mobilise men to 
attend and to make every effort to 
attend this anniversary celebration.

We request a R100 donation per 
delegate attending to cover the 
basic costs of tea, lunch, host and 
stipend for the priests. It should be 
noted that the fee charged 
excludes transport.

Payment confirmations to be 
forwarded. This will enable the 
organisers to tally the numbers for 
catering purposes. Payment 

confirmation to be forwarded to 
poshela.kekana@gmail.co.za or via 
Whatsapp to 084 534 3457. The 
programme for the day will be 
distributed in due course.

Additional information can be 
obtained from:  
Moses Mogari, (082 568 3916); 
Godfrey Kupi (082 758 6139), 
Poshela Kekana (084 534 3457); and 
Basil Mokotedi (076 622 9351)

Account details for payments  
are as follows: 

Name of Account:  Catholic 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg
Account no: 002121093
Standard Bank: Ellis Park
Reference: CMF 5th Anniversary 
plus Parish Name 

Moses Mothusi Mogari

“Your children will always be your 
children” is an important saying and 
yet part of parenting is preparing 
children for independence.  

Becoming a parent involves 
co-creation with God of a new life 
that is eternal and can never be 
undone. It requires permanent 
commitment to the well-being of 
that child from conception. Commit-
ment should ideally apply to 
mothers and to fathers, although 
many children live without their 
fathers present. Families include 
stepchildren or foster children. Daily 
parenting tasks are often performed 
by grandparents and other carers.  

Pope Francis writes: I urge all 
future mothers: keep happy and let 
nothing rob you of the interior joy of 
motherhood. AL 171.  A father helps 
the child to perceive the limits of life, 
to be open to the challenges of the 
wider world and to see the need for 
hard work. AL175
Visit www.marfam.org.za, email 
info@marfam.org.za or call Toni to 
order publications or book a parish 
promotion around family matters. 

Toni Rowland

Invitation to all Catholic men to attend 
the 5th anniversary celebration of the 

Catholic Men’s Forum

Culture of Life Apostolate’ 
Mass for life

Different organisations whose apostolate is to uphold life in all its stages 
with Fr Shaun von Lilienfeld in the middle.

Parents 
 do matter

Wolfgang Hering the director of EuroProLife visited Radio Veritas with Michelle 
Joseph.  Toni Rowland interviewed him about his prayer and support work to protect 
unborn life and offering pastoral care for women after abortion.  

7 Day Retreat with  
Fr Thembelani 
Ngcobo

Fr Mahlangu  
and Fr Lekoko bless Fr Ngcobo

Fr Mahlangu and Fr Ngcobo anoint the 
faithful with holy oil.

Fr Lekoko sprinkles the holy water to 
Mondjezi family.

Fr Ngcobo blesses the Garesape family.
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The new executive committee of St Theresa, Zondi. They are, from left: 
Chairperson Sibongile Mogale, Vice-chairperson Dumisane Mthembu,  
Secretary Nomaswazi Simelane, additional members Portia Dlamini and 
Lucy Tshabalala, Parish Finance Council Chairperson Sophie Moletsane and 
Synod champion Dumazile Mabaso.                                               Victor Makhoba

Duncan Hyam gave training on 
Saturday, 9 March to the leaders 
of the Renew Africa group of  
St John Paul II, Linmeyer. The 
training was based on “Why 
Catholic”.

Carla Silva

Renew group celebrates birthday of 
one of their own

The Renew group from Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton Park celebrated 
the 80th birthday of one of their members on 21 March. Pictured, from 
left, Denise Brown, Miquette Lecornu, Liesel Humphreys, Dorothy Lai, 
Wendy Simpson, Lynn Humphreys, Loraine Cowling and Jane Apple-
yard. Birthday celebrant Berniece Eales in the front.

Berniece Eales

The new Sacred Heart of Jesus Youth Executive Committee of the Vaal 
Deanery was elected on the 31 March at St Benedict the Black, Sebokeng. 

From left: Philemon Khambule (Coordinator/Chairperson), Vuyisile  
Ntshingila (Deputy Chairperson), Bathabile Sithebe (Secretary General), 
Palesa Thuntsi (Deputy Secretary General), Moeketsi Bohope (Treasurer) 
and Patrick Malgas (Public Relations Officer).

Bohope Pruvinance

Sacred Heart of Jesus Youth 
executive committee

Zondi new parish pastoral committee

• The scourge is not only perpe-
trated by black men who drink 
alcohol, but also those from 
other walks of life who patron-
ise pubs and upmarket bars, as 
well as teetotallers.  

• Participants were everyday  
people whose use of language 
was not intimidating or  
alienating.

• It is better to curb the problem 
with young people by including 
it in the school curriculum than 
curing it when they are older.

• Although premised on the  
principles of Christianity and 
Ubuntu, the programme does 
not impose religion on partici-
pants, nor was it confined to 

Catholic participants. 
• When justice is sought, it should 

not affect the economic condi-
tions of the household as most 
men are the breadwinners.
Robert said positive outcomes 

were seeing men at the forefront 
of pickets, putting pressure on 
courts to effect justice. Men also 
speak out saying ‘Not in my 
name’.

Associate professor in soci-
ology, Kezia Batisai reflected on 
how we can bridge spaces 
between ‘think tanks’ and people 
on the ground. What emerged 
from the screen and dialogue will 
help take this forward in our col-
laboration and possibly influence 
policy, she said.

Lerato Mohone

Tavern intervention programme 
seminar continued from page 1.

The Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference (SACBC) 

Migrants and Refugees Office is 
outraged by the recent violence 
associated with the xenophobic 
outbursts in different parts of the 
country. It condemns in the very 
strongest terms those who, in 
various ways, for their own 
nefarious reasons, incite actions 
that destroy the fragile social 
cohesion that so many have 
sought to build after the long 
years of segregation and 
suspicion in SA. Suspicion and 
scapegoating are injurious to all 
and destroys any form of social 
capital, said the SACBC in a 
statement. Whatever the reason 
anyone has for promoting this 
kind of activity, for sowing seeds 
of distrust and provoking 
violence is to be condemned. We 
join President Cyril Ramaphosa’s 
call for swift and decisive action 
in stopping such activities and 
bringing to book those who 

perpetrate it. No one must be left 
in any doubt that xenophobic, 
racist and violent language and 
the actions that flow from it will 
not be tolerated, said the 
statement. We are members of 
one human family sharing the 
gifts of the earth. In this past 
week, we commemorated the 
death of Martin Luther King who 
famously said that ‘either we 
learn to live together as sisters 
and brothers or else we will 
perish together as fools!’ That is 
the stark choice before us.

The eve of South Africa’s 
celebration of the 25th 
anniversary of its democracy, the 
SACBC is outraged by the recent 
xenophobic atrocities committed 
against our sisters and brothers.

It is disappointing that this 
period that has been mostly 
marked by growth and 
promotion of human rights, has 
paradoxically been accompanied 
by innumerable violent attacks 
on migrants and refugees, most 

of whom are ironically in South 
Africa for protection of their 
basic human rights. The SACBC 
reminds South Africans and 
reiterate what Pope Benedict 
XVI argued about rights, that is 
“when presented purely in terms 
of legality, rights risk becoming 
weak propositions divorced from 
the ethical and rational 
dimension which is their 
foundation and their goal.”

For as long as the basis of our 
democracy and promotion of 
human rights continue to be 
solely from a legal perspective, 
like any other illegal act, 
violation of migrants and refugee 
rights in a form of xenophobic 
attacks, will continue. Our 
democracy and beautiful country 
will continue to be tainted and 
stained by the blood of those 
who have come to us seeking 
protection and help.

The SACBC unequivocally 
condemns these inhumane 
violent actions and begs the 
South African government and 
its justice system to take these 
violent attacks seriously by 
bringing to book all those who 
have been involved in 
instigating, promoting and 
actively taking part in such acts. 
Impunity has proved to all that it 
only encourages such acts to 
continually plague our country. 

We call on everyone to work 
together in eliminating this 
scourge of xenophobia in our 
communities, concludes the 
statement.   

Sr Maria de Lurdes Lodi Rissini,
Fr Rampe Hlobo SJ and  

Fr Peter-John Pearson
SACBC Migrants and Refugees Office

SACBC liaison bishop for 
Migrants and Refugees, Buti 
Tlhagale OMI during a meeting 
in March. Seated next to him is 
Fr Patrick Rakeketsi CSS  
bishops’ conference associate 
general secretary.

SACBC migrants and 
refugees office condemns 
xenophobic attacks

Renew Africa 
leaders training

Chancery staff have sent 
condolences to the family of 
Evangelisation Department 

secretary, Penelope West. 

07.04.1959 to 20.04.2019.

Penny as she was known,  
worked at the Chancery since 2005.

Rest in peace, 
Penelope 
West

All newly-elected parish 
pastoral councils to gather 
at the Cathedral big hall for 
induction/commissioning 

on Saturday, 
11 May at 13h00.

Fellow Catholic wins 
Two Oceans Marathon
Our fellow Catholic brother Bongo-
musa Mthembu won Old Mutual Two 
Oceans Marathon congrats to him.

Pic: Facebook  

Department 
      of  
   Evangelisation
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Fr Malesela Dikgale, parish priest of Holy Cross, Zola with altar serv-
ers at the start of Holy Week. The servers are from left: Nokukhanya 
Sithole, Siphiwe Tshabalala, Ntokozo Xaba, Celiwe Mbuli, Sphamandla 
Tshabalala, Oratilwe Sibunzi and Sipho Zikhali.

Zola

H O LY  W E E K

Fr Jean Yammine and Fr Jean 
Younes blessing the palm crosses.

Fr Mandla Gordon 
Skhosana of Our 

Lady of the Assump-
tion, Molapo on 

Palm Sunday.
Nesta Tsamaesi 

Good Friday

PALM 
SUNDAY

Holy 
Thursday 

at 
Mulbarton

Our Lady of Lebanon, Mulbarton
Fr Jean Yammine 

washes the feet of one 
of the 12 ‘apostles’.

Fr Jean Yammine carries the precious body of Christ in procession on 
his way to the chapel of Our Lady.                           Pic: Mark Kisogloo

 Assistant Anthony Nassif holds the 
crucifix while a young parishioner  
venerates it.

Pics: Mark Kisogloo

Fr George Arrouk leads parishioners 
out of the church grounds,  
the statue of Our Lady clearly  
visible in the background.

Freedom Park
Fr Nqobile Mzolo OMI led the 
Palm Sunday proceedings and 
Mass at Blessed Joseph Gerard, 
Freedom Park.

Phiri
Holy Rosary, Phiri parishio-

ners experienced Palm Sun-
day for the first time. They held a 
procession from the nearby play-
grounds, around the street of 
Phiri township, into the church. 

Rev Doctor Michael Seheri 
led the procession from the gate 
of the church, which was locked 
during the procession. This is an 
old tradition observed on Palm 
Sunday where the priest knocks 
on the doors of the church three 
times with a Cross. This symbol-
ises the image of Jesus Christ 
himself, that through His suffer-
ing and death on the Cross, He 
opened the doors of heaven and 
the Holy Spirit. 

Thabile Mbhele

Molapo

Krugersdorp

Mulbarton

Pics: Mark Kisogloo

Seen from the back of the church, Fr Jean incensing 
the altar through an arch of palm branches.

Tony Zackey on his mare 
portraying Jesus on a donkey 
entering Jerusalem.

Fr Tom Segami 
OMI of St Peter 
Claver, Pimville 
during the  
procession on 
Palm Sunday.

Gabriel Selamolele

Fr Ignatius Fidgeon OMI, parish 
priest reading the Gospel before the 
procession.

Pimville

Pictures: Lebo WA MajaheAltar servers waving palm branches.
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Chrism Mass
Chrism Mass celebrated by His Grace Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, 
concelebrated by Bishop Duncan Tsoke and the priests of the 
Archdiocese.

The Radio Vaticana studio 
is named the Karol 
Wojtyła studio in honour 

of Pope John II who, as a 
Cardinal, would broadcast from 
Rome to Polish Catholics, and 
indeed to the entire Polish nation, 
suffering under the communist 
regime of the time. Cardinal 
Wojtyla was banned from the 
airwaves in Poland because of his 
support for the struggle for 
freedom of the Polish people. 

 After his election as Pope in 
1978, he continued to use the 
studio making 21 broadcasts from 
there in total. The studio is 
seldom used now in this age of 
digital reporting. Radio Vatican 

reporters are issued with smart-
phones, using them to record 
interviews, take photographs, file 
stories and post to social media. 
Radio Vatican has reporters in  
60 countries and broadcasts in  
47 languages. It falls under the 
Dicastery of the Roman Curia: the 
Vatican Secretariat for Communi-
cation formed in 2015. Sean-
Patrick is known to many ADNews 
readers having conducted com-
munications training here as 
recently as 2018.

Sean-Patrick has been with 
Radio Vaticana for more than 40 
years. He has served under the last 
five popes. In his office he keeps 
an old table-top radio made in the 
year of his birth. He won’t say 
exactly which year, but the radio 
looks like it is in its ‘sixties’. 

Judy Stockill

A visit to Radio 
Vaticana

The Bishop of Assisi leaves the altar 
after Mass. Note the olive branches. 
There are few palm trees in Assisi, 
but many olive trees. Spring is the 
season for pruning olives so there is 
a good supply of olive boughs. 

Judy Stockill

The map in photograph indicates 
with a star that the Southern 

African Conference has an apostolic 
delegation, now the Nuncio, Bishop 
Peter Wells. The Vatican Secretariat 
of State is the oldest dicastery in 
the Roman Curia. It performs all the 
political and diplomatic functions 
of the Holy See. Fr Simon Donelly 
works in the Section for General 
Affairs of the Secretary of State, in 
the English language section.

Even after the five-and-a-half 
years he has worked here, Fr Simon 
says, “I still feel like a new pilgrim or 
tourist. I walk in to the office by day 
or in the evening and there is so 
much that gives me pause for 
thought.”

Fr Simon took a small group of 
visitors from Johannesburg, 
including ADNews reporter Judy 
Stockill and her husband Alan, 
along the route he walks to work 
from St Martha’s Square where his 
apartment is, around the back of St 
Peter’s Basilica, past the Vatican 
train station and the Chapel of  

ADNews reporter 
and former editor, 
Judy Stockill with 
Sean-Patrick 
Lovett, Director 
of English langu-
age programming 
at Radio Vaticana.

H O LY  W E E K
Dean Spiller (left) and Fr Simon 

Donnelly in the lobby of the Secre-
tary of State of Vatican City where 

Fr Simon is an ufficiale.  He is a 
diocesan priest, a dean, of  

St Charles, Victory Park, is a  
seminarian of the Archdiocese.

South Africa has 
a residential 
ambassador in 
Rome

St Stephen, along a gardened 
embankment, past the Sistine 
Chapel with its very ordinary 
exterior into the square of the 
Apostolic Palace, the Vatican’s HQ, 
where Pope Francis has his offices 
and where previous popes lived. It’s 
no wonder Fr Simon says, “It is 
quite surreal to be working here 
and a huge, huge privilege. It is 
generous of my bishop [Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale OMI] to let me come 
to do this.” He admits, though, to 
missing the Archdiocese and its 
people.

Conducting English-speaking 
official visitors around the Vatican is 
among Fr Simon’s duties. Not all of 
these visitors are Catholic so Fr 
Simon’s knowledge of the Vatican 
goes way beyond the religious 
significance of the buildings and 
art works. Our behind-the-scenes 
tour started  in the Centre of St 
Peter’s Square at the obelisk which 
is one of the last things St Peter 
would have seen before he was 
beheaded in what was then the 
Roman Imperial chariot racing 
arena.   

Judy Stockill

Palm Sunday – 
Assisi
The Bishop of Assisi blesses the 
palms and olive branches from the 
steps of the temple of Minerva 
overlooking the town hall square, 
previously the forum. Behind the 
facade of this Roman temple of the 
1st century is the Church of Santa 
Maria Sopra Minerva. From the 
square, the people went in proces-
sion up the hill to the Duomo of 
San Rufino, the Cathedral. 

Cathedral’s Passion play
Members of the Cathedral re-enacted the Passion Play on Good Friday.

Mass on Monday evening was  
celebrated by Fr Georges Arrouk with 

Fr Jean Younes talking about “Jesus 
King of challenge” for day two of the 

mini mission. Mass was followed by a 
passion of Christ play, arranged by 

the teachers and performed by the 
children of the primary school of Our 

Lady Of Lebanon. Aidan Webster 
played the starring role of Jesus.

Mark Kisogloo

Affirming that, 
“We adore You, 
Oh Christ, and 
we bless You 
because by 
Your Holy 
Cross Thou has 
redeemed the 
World.’  Fr Remigius 
Makobane OMI  
vener-ating the Cross at a solemn 
Good Friday service which took 
place at St Philip Neri, Moletsane. 
He was assisting Fr Joachim 
Malunga, the parish priest 
throughout the Triduum.

Lebo WA Majahe

Passion play

ADNews former editor and reporter, Judy Stockill 
spent Holy Week in Italy

Holy Saturday – Robertsham

Fr Ignatius Fidgeon OMI saying a prayer before blessing the fire on 
Holy Saturday. With him is Fr Terry Barnard OMI, assistant priest and 
a parishioner holding the Easter candle.

The elect at St John Bosco Robertsham, were baptised, confirmed and 
received Holy Communion at the Easter Vigil.

Pics: Noel 
Mash and 
Eliton

Blessing of the 
fire on Holy 

Saturday

Veneration  
of the cross

Good Friday

Pic: Sheldon Reddiar

Pic: Sheldon Reddiar
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Although retired, Professor 
Marilise Smurthwaite will 
continue her long associ- 

ation with St Augustine as a 
visiting associate professor.

At the time of her retirement in 
April, Prof Smurthwaite was an 
Academic Dean at St Augustine 
and held the Bishop Fürst Chair of 
Applied Ethics in Catholic Social 
Teaching. In July 1999 she was 
one of the first four members of 
staff; becoming Head of the 
Department of Peace studies in 
2003. She has been acting 
Registrar for most of her 20 years 
at St Augustine and has been a 
strong proponent of St Augustine’s 
value-based education. That is 
commitment, said Dr Coyle in her 
tribute to Prof Smurthwaite at a 
farewell party on 15 April. 

Prof Smurthwaite has written 
and lectured widely on economic 
justice and ethical corporate 
governance, complex subjects but, 
said Dr Coyle, clarity is another of 

Marilise’s “C” strengths. Her 
students can expect a clear and 
sure answer. They can also expect 
her to be challenging when dis- 
cussing the academic requirements 
of theses.

Prof Smurthwaite’s handling 
SAQA for the accreditation of the 
college has been comforting to 
staff and students. She never gives 
up, because, said Sr Judy, she is a 
Catholic with a deep and assured 
faith.

In spite of her insistence on a 
deadline being a deadline, some 
defaulting students have known her 
compassion and, of course, Prof 
Smurthwaite is known for her 
compassion for the poor, the 
marginalised and others disadvan-
taged by a failure of ethical 
standards.

The final C of this 7-C tribute 
was for ‘courtyard’. That raised  
a few giggles among colleagues.  
For the other guests Dr Coyle 
explained that there would be a 

void in St Augustine’s institutional 
structures built by Prof Marilise 
Smurthwaite. She also pictured her 
in the ivy-clad, stonewall court-
yards of English academia. Prof 
Smurthwaite and her family are 
relocating to the United Kingdom.

In response, Prof Smurthwaite 
thanked the staff and students. She 
had such fun and enjoyment in her 
work. She made special mention of 
long-serving colleagues Dr Rex 
van Vuuren, Bishop Rose and 
Jean-Marie Uwimana. ‘I have 
loved working at St Augustine’s’.

Dr Fr Emmanuel Mosoeu OMI, 
part-time lecturer in theology 
celebrated Mass and in his homily 
preached about love and how 
teaching is an expression of love.

President Garth Abrahams, in 
bidding farewell to Marilise said 
for all those present, “We love and 
admire her!”

Judy Stockill
See https://www.facebook.com/StAugust

ineCollegeOfSouthAfrica/?ref=br_rs

Dr Sr Judith Coyle, IHM (left) 
senior lecturer in Christian  

Spirituality paid tribute to her  
colleague and friend Professor 

Marilise Smurthwaite (right) on the 
occasion of her retirement from  

St Augustine’s College, the Catholic 
university of South Africa in  

Victory Park.

Farewell 
but not 

goodbye

A qualified Chartered Accoun-
tant, Danny developed a strong 
faith during his years at school in 
various convents in present day 
Limpopo Province. During his 
time as an escaped prisoner of war 
in Italy, he met his future wife, 
Maria (“Domitilla”) Hyams, and 
having proposed to her in 1945, he 
promised to return at the comple-
tion of his studies to marry her, 
which he did in 1947.

Danny was a man of integrity, 
humility, and high moral values, 
who not only provided for his 
family, but supported Domitilla’s 
vision of establishing Little Eden, 
the home for children with intel-
lectual and physical disabilities. 
Indeed, he needed only one word 
for his Curriculum Vitae – Domit-
illa! In support of the work of 
Little Eden, Danny not only made 
the first donation, but he left his 
permanent employment for several 
months to serve as Director of 
Little Eden in 1975, to success-
fully navigate the organisation 
through a difficult period in its 
history. Danny also served as 
Treasurer and later President of the 
South African National Council 
for Mental Health, as a catalyst 
to the work of Little Eden, and to 
help remove the great stigma at-
tached to mental illness.

Like Domitilla, Danny 
received a Papal Bene Merenti 
Award (2003) in recognition of 

Catholic Archdiocese of  
Johannesburg
Cause of Danny Hyams
Private Bag X10
DOORNFONTEIN 2028

the way in which he conducted 
himself during his 16 years as a 
Member of the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
(SACBC) Finance Committee. 
Indeed, as a working man, Danny 
was not afraid to resign from his 
job, either when his faith was 
under threat, or when he was con-
fronted with a sense of injustice.

During the August 2018 
Plenary Meeting of the Southern 
African Catholic Bishops’ Confer-
ence (SACBC), the Conference 
resolved that I should pursue a 
Cause of Beatification for both 
Domitilla and Danny Hyams as a 
couple. Therefore, having verified 
the existence of an authentic and 
widespread reputation of holiness 
enjoyed by him during his life, I 
hereby make public the petition 
that I have received from Luigi 
Slaviero. In line with the proce-
dure given by the Congregation 
for the Causes of Saints, I would 
like to invite anyone who may 
have information that would be of 
relevance to the cause of Danny 
Hyams, to forward the documents 
or information either by post or 
email as follows: 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI, 
The Chancery of the Archdiocese 
of Johannesburg.

Publication of Petition to Open 
Cause of Beatification and  
Canonisation of Daniel (“Danny”) 
George Hyams contined from page 1.

The Commitment Day for the 
Immaculate Conception 
sodality took place on Satur-

day, 16 March at the Cathedral.
Presiding at Mass was the 

sodality’s spiritual director, Fr Ben 
Mahlangu OMI, the sodality’s 
Soweto deanery spiritual director, 
Fr Innocent Daniel Cmf, Fr Law-
rence Ndlovu and the Cathedral’s 
administrator, Fr Victor Ngwenya.

The Mass was also dedicated to 
two of the sodality’s late members 
who were instrumental in its 
establishment in the Archdiocese, 
Mary-Theresa Leboa and Angela 
Sondlane.

In his reflection, Fr Lawrence said 
when he received the invitation, he 
wasn’t sure what to make of it as it 
brought back so many memories.

Fr Lawrence, who was supported 
by Mary-Theresa and Angela in his 
spiritual journey said: “As we come 
to renew our commitment we need 
not look far. No stories of ‘appar-
ently, allegedly’ because we walked 

Members from East Deanery prepare to commit themselves.

Sodality of Immaculate 
Conception Commitment Day

with these women, we knew them.”
He took members back to early 

years when the sodality was formed 
in the Archdiocese by these trail-
blazers.

“From the beginning they not 
only started an exclusive sodality 
but a sister sodality to Sacred Heart 
of Jesus of which I am the spiritual 
director,” he said.

 These are two women who 
understood that this journey is not 
a solitary walk and involved others, 
he recalled. 

He posed a challenge to all 
sodalities to set a day where they 
could gather, even if it was just to 
pray together.

Khosi Mthembu, the president of 
the sodality in the Archdiocese, 
reminded members that by making 
the Act of Consecration to the 
Immaculate Conception on a daily 
basis keeps their mission the 
forefront of their minds. 

Lerato Mohone
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A day well spent at Soweto Home 
of the Aged, Jabavu by St Pius 
X, Mofolo Catholic Women’s 
League members who brought 
joy and happiness with their visit. 
This took place on Sunday, 31 
March as they also donated toi-
letries, washing powder, blankets, 
linen and clothing.

Zandile Ngubeni

The parish of Holy Family, 
 Spruitview celebrated its 
fourth Sunday of Lent, also 

known as Laetare Sunday. Parish 
priest, Fr Sefako Santawana was 
vested in rose-coloured vestments, 
as were the altar cloth and flowers.

Fr Sefako explained the meaning 

Visiting a Home 
of the Aged

Laetare Sunday at Holy 
Family, Spruitview
Fr Sefako Santawana, back, with sponsors and cate- 
chumens. From left: Sipho Chirwa, Thabiso Molefe  
(catechumen), Musa Zwane (catechumen) Pinky Khumalo, 
Khanani Masingi (catechumen) and Dudu Mangciphu

Catechists commissioned:
Gloria Tshabalala, Godfrey Mdluli-Nhla-

po, Henry Mabaso, Sheila Ramela, Zandile 
Ndube, Seipati Galane, Sphiwe Kunene, 
Lerato Tloubatla, Mpho Phala, Theresa 

Lesufi-Tlhapi, Sibongile Tloubatla, Ms Net-
tie Kodisang, Evelyne Nemaudzeni, Gladys 

Mogane and Siphiwe Chirwa.

behind the rose colour instead of 
purple during Lent. “It is considered 
a Sunday of rejoicing. This links well 

with the readings of the day with 
the return of the prodigal son and 
his father arranging a feast, rejoic-
ing that he is back.

Catechumens who were 
baptised and confirmed at Easter, 
received the Creed.  

Catechists were commissioned 
and rededicated themselves to the 
ministry of sharing and teaching 
the Catholic faith to the people 
of God. This was a special Sunday 
originated from the proclamation 
of Jesus Christ, where Jesus sent his 
disciples on a mission to preach the 
good news. The message of the day 
was “Acknowledge the importance 
of the Church’s teaching ministry 
and honour those who serve the 
Christian community”.

Veronica Pieterson

Yukeshal Mary Pietersen and 
Kim Scholastica Williams. 

Lenten retreat in the parish 
of St Paul, Eden Park

words and to be silent as one can 
be and to listen; to fast from wor-
ries and trust in God; and to fast 
from anger and be filled with pa-
tience. He also told us to fast from 
selfishness and be kind and to love 
our neighbours as ourselves.

He also said that sins are 
forgiven in three ways, which 
are through baptism, prayer and 
humble penance.

Fr Shaun said one should never 
be afraid to tell the priest his/her 
sins. He says as long as there is sin 
in the world, there will always be 
penance. And this is why Christ 

Every year, the church gives us 
the opportunity to grow and 

become better Christians equipped 
with the grace of the Holy Spirit to 
carry out the mission of Christ in 
our community. 

This year, we had that privilege 
again during our Lenten retreat 
and, as young people who recently 
received the sacrament of confirma-
tion, we feel blessed and we would 
like to share this blessing with 
others. Fr Shaun Von Lillienfeld led 
the retreat which took place from 
5 to 6 April in the parish of St Paul 
the Apostle, Eden Park

Our theme was “Sharing In The 
Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the Victory of The Cross”.

Fr Shaun shared some beautiful 
words with us. He gave advice on 
how to fast. He said that we should 
fast from bitterness and fill ours 
heart with joy; to fast from many 

Pilgrimage to 
the Mother of 
Mercy Shrine

The parishioners of Our 
Lady of Loreto, Kempton 
Park, went on a pilgrim-
age to Magaliesburg on 
21 March. More than 
130 people participated 
including parish priest 
Fr Boniface D’Souza and 
Fr Rayan Pais. The day 
started with the Stations 
of the Cross on the 
mountain, followed by 
the Adoration and Mass. 
Parishioners donated a 
cross to the Shrine.

died on the cross to reunite us 
with Himself.

Confession does not only take 
away our sins, but helps us create 
new friendship with God. Let our 
heart beat have the same rhythm 
as the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
he appealed to the community 
gathered for the retreat.

In conclusion, he said that 
we can be as beautiful as Mother 
Mary if we love her son Jesus 
Christ, who became victorious 
through His cross so that we too, 
might share in this victory, as 
much as she loves Him.

We would like to thank the 
parish pastoral council and the 
parish priest, Fr Godwin Garuba 
MSP for giving us this moment 
again to experience God through 
the victory of his Son our Lord 
Jesus Christ who died and rose 
again and brought us life.

We also thank Father Shaun 
and we hope that he will come 
again.

By Yukeshal Mary Pietersen (15) and  
Kim Scholastica Williams (16).

Fr Shaun von Lillienfeld, centre, with Fr Godwin Garuba MSP far right and 
members of St Paul, Eden Park.

Parish priest of St Hubert’s, Alexandra, Fr Ronald Cairns OMI, a resi-
dent of Alexandra since 1988, joined the masses to plead the cause for 
a better Alexandra, as he has consistently done. Fr Cairns received the 
Elder of the Struggle and Icon of Alexandra awards.

Pictured is Fr Carins with President Cyril Ramaphosa and Premier 
of Gauteng David Makhura.

Paulos Mngomezulu

Fr Ronald joins masses in their 
fight for services
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It’s a royal affair at Little 
Eden fête this year

The much-loved annual 
Little Eden Society Fête is set to 
take place on Saturday, 11 May 
at the Domitilla & Danny Hyams 
Home (corner Harris Avenue and 
Wagenaar Road, Edenglen) from 
09h00-13h00.

The theme for this year’s fun-
filled day is ‘Royal Affair!’ As 
usual, visitors are challenged to 
dress up to the theme to stand a 
chance of winning exciting prizes 
for the best dressed. 

For a small entry fee of R10, 
the visitors will experience great 
food, entertainment and the op-
portunity to take advantage of 
a variety of fantastic bargains. 
Individuals will also stand a 
chance to win exciting prizes in  
lucky draws and raffles – simply 
for visiting on the day.

Guests are invited to enjoy 
the morning with friends and 
family and most importantly, to 

meet some of residents.
There will be something for 

everyone: cakes, books, plants, 
gifts, tombola, live entertainment 
and much more. For the children, 
there will be sweet treats, toys, 
various fun-filled activities and 
games, a jumping castle, face 
painting and target shooting.

Individuals who would like to 
have private stalls on the day and 
those wishing to make a contri-
bution towards this event, can 
contact Zama on 011 609 7246 
or officead@littleeden.org.za for 
more information.  Also look out 
for a regular update on through 
our social media sites including 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter and 
LinkedIn.

The society would like to 
remind the public that no animals 
will be allowed and the sale and 
consumption of alcoholic bever-
ages on the Little Eden premises 
is strictly prohibited.

Nicholette Muthige

The ever-popular ‘Life in 
the Spirit’ seminars were 
held at St Charles’ Parish 

Hall, Victory Park in February and 
March. These are held for parti-
cipants to establish/re-establish 
a personal encounter with the 
Risen Lord Jesus Christ and to 
reactivate/’fan into a flame’ the 
Holy Spirit poured out on people 
in baptism and confirmed in the 
sacrament of confirmation. The 
last few popes, especially Pope 
Francis, have emphasised the great 
importance of a living relationship 
with God through the Holy Spirit, 
the Spirit of love between the 
Father and Son.

 It is amazing that each time 
these seminars are held, though the 
talks follow a prescribed format, 
the speakers (both clergy and lay 
people) brought ‘fresh’ material 
that participants needed to hear, 
especially about the love of God, 
how to receive that love and the 
salvation promised by God. Thus 
the excellent talks and testimonies 
were effective in helping the new 
people to appropriate the love of 
God promised to them.

During these seminars we see 

‘miracles’ and healing happen 
(whether spiritual or physical) 
through the intercessory prayers 
offered up for each participant, 
and fasting by the team. This time 
an unemployed person was speak-
ing to a stranger in the queue at 
a bank. Without mentioning her 
problem, the stranger went to the 
till, drew out R1 000 and gave it 
to the unemployed participant, 
who was absolutely incredulous 
and so thankful to God. 

Other participants received 
wisdom to deal with difficult 
situations at work, healing of a 
sprained foot, a mother not having 
to have an operation, a stranger 
enquiring how a person is and 
offering to pray for the person in 
a public place, or other answers to 
prayers. 

One lady who helps with a 

pre-school in a squatter camp, 
had been applying to get water 
and electricity there for 10 years 
– suddenly during the seminar, it 
was provided for.

During the evening of the 
‘Baptism in the Holy Spirit,’ 
when each person was prayed 
over for a new infilling of the 
Holy Spirit, such peace and an 
outpouring of joy was experi-
enced as the Spirit of Jesus moved 
among them. 

Lay leaders from the Rivonia 
and Rosebank parishes joined the 
team to discover in-house how to 
conduct the seminars in their own 
parishes. Both Rivonia and Rose-
bank, later on this year, will hold 
“Life in the Spirit’ seminars in 
May/June. See ADNews notice-
board for details.

Marieke Vrugtman

The Grade 11 Pilgrimage Cross has been travelling from school to 
school and was delivered to Holy Rosary School by Grade 11 pupils 
of St Benedict’s College. The Grade 11s will keep the cross for one 
week and will then take it to the Grade 11s at Dominican Convent. 
Ultimately, the cross will be taken to the Grade 11 Mass to be held on 
15 May at the Cathedral.

Kenda Knowles

Guest speakers 
were: 
Sicelo “Mr Vee” 
Vilakazi:  A digital 
media specialist 
with Meropa  
Communication, 
with BA Strategic Corporate 
& Marketing Communications 
(2016) and BA Honors in Strategic 
Communication (2017). 

He urged parents to get involved 
in their children’s lives. Many par-
ents don’t know what is happen-
ing with their children and don’t 
worry when they don’t see them. 

“Your child could be mixing with 
the wrong company, doing wrong 
things under your nose without 
you even noticing. Get involved, 
support every initiative they want 
to explore and allow them to 
grow into the person they want to 
become,” he said.

 Dikonketso Lydia Moabelo: 
Teacher’s Diploma, 
BED Deaf Educa-
tion Honors 2006 
and a teacher for  
30 years at Ekur-
huleni School for 
the Deaf.

She gave an important mes-
sage to young professionals, 
youth and elders in general, 
encouraging them to venture 
into teaching, specialising in 
children with special needs. “As 
a teacher with 30 years experi-
ence, and soon to be a pensioner, 
I worry about who will fill my 
shoes,” she said.

Parish priest,  
Fr Petrus Mat-
headira Shiya – 
Qualified telecom 
technician with 
Department of 
Post and Telecommunications. 
Diploma in Philosophy, Bachelors 
in Theology,  Bachelor of Arts, 
BA Honours and Post Graduate 
Diploma in HIV management in 

Members of the Catholic Wom-
en’s League (CWL) from Our 
Lady of the Holy Rosary, Phiri 
spent Human Rights Day in deep 
reflection during their spiritual 

Fête

Grade 11 
Pilgrimage 
Cross

Life in the 
Spirit Seminar 

Victory Park

Dube’s Academic Mass

Catholic Women’s League parish retreat

Phiri Catholic Women’s League members

retreat. The day-long retreat led 
by parish priest, Fr Doctor  
Michael Seheri challenged them 
to self-introspect about the sin of 
omission. They learnt that failure 
to do good when one ought to is a 
sin and reflected on how they may 
have committed the sin of omis-
sion within the organisation. 

The 20 members of the CWL in 
attendance had to be honest and 
sincere about what hurts them 
in the organisation, the changes 
they’d like to make in their own 
lives and in CWL to improve the 
League. While members spoke 
passionately about the challenges, 
there was a sense of respect and 
peace. 

The retreat ended with a heal-
ing exercise and recommitment 
by members to the CWL and its 
motto of “Charity, Work and  
Loyalty”.                  Thabile Mbhele 

An academic mass 
recently took place at 
Our Lady of Fatima, 
Dube.

the work place.
  The Daughters of St Anne also 

enjoyed their moment with the 
scholars and academics. 

Their message was: “Believe 
that the world evolves and 
change is inevitable, for one to 
stay relevant. Reinvent yourself. 
Education is a continual process 
that never ends and will continue 
to evolve.” 

Since this was a fund raising 
initiative, contributions from the 
graduates will be used for stu-
dents’ school-related requirements 
and unemployed youth, helping 
with interviews and job-seeking 
initiatives. 

Nkgopeleng Nkosi and Philda Komane

From left: Coordina-
tor, Nkgopeleng Nkosi, 
Nomhle Madon-
sela, Ntsadi Mswane, 
Sicelo “Mr Vee” 
Vilakazi, Tshepiso, 
Lele Mogoorosi and 
Nombulelo Mswane.

The Daughters of St Anne also 
enjoyed time with the scholars 
and academics.

Fr Michael Seheri
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Fr John Thompson 26-5-79
Fr Marek Marciniak  27-5-89
Fr Raphael Ntlou     19-5-97
Fr Joseph Vadakkan  01-5-99
Fr Ernst Halbe          23-5-99
Fr Malesela Dikgale 03-5-03
Fr Arnaldo Nyathi      3-5-03
Fr Pawel Michalowski 24-5-03
Fr Arvin Tauro           05-5-08
Fr John D’Souza           17-5-09
Fr Arun D’Mello             03-5-10
Fr Manuel M. Ortega  14-5-11

1st  Fr Joseph Vadakkan
4th  Rev Robert Johnstone
5th  Rev Peter French
7th  Fr Manuel Martinez Ortega
8th  Fr Johnson Ugwu 
 Fr Soungou Ebana Achille
9th  Fr Vincent Pienaar 
 Fr Malcom McLaren
10th Rev Vincent Booysen
11th  Fr Sefako Santawana
13th  Rev Ryszard Malinowski 
 Rev Michael Carroll 
 Rev Majorobela Moloi
14th  Fr Lizwelinjani Mlotshwa
17th  Fr Rodney George
20th  Fr Raymond McQuarrie
21st  Fr II Sup Shin 
 Fr Christophe Boyer 
 Rev Victor Ho 
 Rev Mpumelelo Mcunu
29th  Fr Eugene Oguamanam 
 Rev Brian Walsh
31st  Bishop Zithulele Mvemve 
 Rev Wally Adams

1st Rev Kevin Kilroe
2nd Fr Victor Kotze

We celebrate with 
our Priests

Ordinations

The following Priests and 
Deacons celebrate their birthdays 

and anniversaries of their 
ordinations. Bishop Emeritus 

Zithulele Patrick Mvemve also 
celebrates his birthday. God’s 

blessings to them all! Remember 
all of them in your prayers!

Birthdays in May

... and in early June
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Fr Terry, as affectionately 
known has been appointed as 

the assistant priest of Our Lady of 
the Holy Rosary, Krugersdorp.  
He is assisting Fr Ignatius Fidgeon 
OMI, with the running of the  
parish, saying Mass at the Ursuline 
Convent in Krugersdorp and also 
helping at the St Ursula’s School. 

New 
appointment

Fr Terrence Christopher 
Barnard OMI

This is Fr Terry’s third come-back 
to Holy Rosary, where he served 
as assistant priest between 1976 
and 1980. In 1998, he was the  
parish priest and is now presently 
the assistant again. He has also 
worked as an Oblate Provincial of 
the Northern Province and was a 
Youth Chaplain at La Salle.  
He attended school at the Marist 
Brothers in Observatory, where he 
completed his matric. His semi-
nary training was in Germiston, 
where he did his pre-novitiate, and 
went to Cedara in Kwa-Zulu Natal 
to study philosophy and theology. 
He was ordained on 11 December 
1975 in Florida by Bishop Hugh 
Boyle OMI.

Lebo WA Majahe

Members of the Sacred Heart of Jesus sodality of St Anthony of Padua, 
Evaton West recently handed their parish priest, Fr Theodore Macupe,  
the youth sodality T-shirt as a welcome token from the parish. 

Bohope Pruvinance 

Fr Anthony Egan drew 
attention to the mess the 
world is in, that it’s getting 

worse, that it is 50 years since the 
Church documented its social 
teachings post Vatican II and 
hailed Laudato Si’ as the most 
important addition to the body of 
Catholic Social Teaching (CST) 
in the last 50 years.

The authors of the book are 
Pope Francis and a papal 
committee drawing on the rich 
teachings and traditions of the 
Church especially the life of St 
Francis, the mystic Thomas Berry 
and the Brazilian liberation 
theologist, Leonardo Boff.

Laudato Si’ is addressed to all 
people, everyone, and everyone is 
reading it. This was the third time 
Fr Anthony was addressing a 
Catholic group. He has spoken on 
the topic many times before, to 
all faith groups, not only 
Christians, and has been invited 
to speak to the Anglican 
environmental initiative at least 
seven times. One of the purposes 
of the encyclical is to initiate 
dialogue and conversation around 
the issues. It’s an on-going 
process. And a call to action, the 
one not excluding the other.

It is authoritative, he said. In 
Laudato Si’ the Church expands 
justice beyond humans only to 
include the whole environment. 
This introduces theology of 
creation into the dialogue at the 
top. And on examination the text 
undermines ‘bad’ theology of 
creation.

The Pope deals with the climate 
change sceptics. “Follow the 
money,” said Fr Egan. Big 
business is a big funder of the 
research that concludes that we 
can carry on as we are without 
endangering the future of the 
planet.

The document starts with 
looking at the facts, skirting some 

Fr Anthony Egan SJ, who on 
the afternoon of Saturday  

23 March, gave a lecture on  
Laudato Si’, Pope Francis’  

encyclical on Care for our Common 
Home, to the Justice and Peace 

group of the Bryanston Church of 
the Resurrection and their guests.

Call to Action
of them maybe, but showing 
without question that the world is 
a common home to all and the 
actions of some impact on all, 
especially the poor. Fr Anthony 
elaborated on how the facts and 
the CST go hand-in-hand. In the 
encyclical there are references to 
the sources as footnotes and in 

the workbook further 
reading and resources. 
Study these, “be part of 
the of the conversa-
tion,” he said. “Reflect!”

In closing Fr Anthony 
asked, “Can the Church 
lead by example? Are 
any parishes off-grid? 
What kind of car does 
the priest drive? Are 
church roofs used for 
water harvesting? Solar 
panels? Begin small in 
the parish. Develop 
models of sustainability 
as an example to other 
parishes, he added.

Question time was 
enlivened by the wide 
scope of Fr Anthony’s 
knowledge and interests 
and his penchant for 

thinking outside of the box.
Judy Stockill

See more about Fr Anthony Egan SJ  
and the work of the Jesuits at
https://www.facebook.com/ 
JesuitInstitute/

Fr Anthony Egan SJ is the 
co-author of a workbook on 
Laudato Si’ published by the 
Jesuit Institute. He also writes for 
Spotlight, Worldwide, America 
Magazine and Trefoil among 
others. He teaches Bio-ethics at 
Wits and theology at St August-
ine College. He is a historian by 
choice and training and is pre-
sently involved with mentoring 
students of African history from 
Fordham University in an 
exhange programme with Unisa.

Welcome  
Fr Theodore 
Macupe
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Dion Mkhosana, a student 
at New Bophelong High 
School in Vanderbijlpark, 

and a member of the Young 
Christian Students’ (YCS) move-
ment, organised an outreach with 
other students, sharing donations 
and playing games with the 
children at Unity Children’s Home 
on the 12 April. 

YCS is a youth movement 
which builds on their own leader-
ship for the common good, and 
includes campaigns and projects 
that benefit society. They use a 
method called: “See-Judge-Act”  
to deal with social matters in the 
school, home and the community 
at large.

YCS members of Sapphire High 
School and the New Bophelong 
High School, also known as  
Dr Molefi Oliphant High School, 
participated in the project. 

Students received support from 

         Brother Melusi drove out of De 
La Salle Holy Cross College with 
a laden bakkie when he collected 
the tins of food that had been 
donated by the learners for the 
people of Phokeng. 

There is a high rate of unem-
ployment in Phokeng where the 
brothers at Tsholofelo Commu-
nity run self-help programmes in 
the local squatter camp. The 

De La Salle Holy 
Cross College in 
Lenten Challenge

Young Christian 
Students outreach

Dion Mkhosana 
pictured handing 
over donations to 
Mimi of Thuto  
Ke Matla Care 
Centre.

Below: Young 
Christian stu-
dents at the 
Thuto Ke Matla 
Care Centre.

Members of the Pilgrims  
Legends with Father  
Shomang’s family

teachers, principals and fellow 
students for the initiative. Dion 
encouraged other students “to do 
good to others” even beyond their 
own communities. 

The following day he joined 
YCS members from Immaculata 
High School from Diepkloof, 
Soweto at Thato Ke Matla Care 
Centre in Orange Farm. This 
centre was started by a commun-
ity member, under very difficult 
circumstances, who witnessed the 
neglect and eventual death of a 
young orphan called Thato.  

Dion says that such outreach 
projects should be duplicated by 
other young people as it helped 
him not only to build his own 
leadership, but he and other YCS 
members were able to put a smile 
on young children’s faces and 
their carers at the two centres.

 Dion Mkhosana 
Young Christian Students member 

Serge Mokonyane was born in 
Munsieville, outside Krugers-
dorp. He was raised by his 

grandmother, Grace Mokonyane. He 
started his schooling at St Mary’s 
Catholic School in Kagiso and 
matriculated at Kagiso Senior 
Secondary School. Catholic mission-
aries greatly assisted in ensuring 
that Serge and his siblings went to 
school because his grandmother 
could not afford it. 

He was an altar server in Munsie- 
ville where he grew close to priests 
such as Fr Sam Kataka OMI, a rela-
tionship he maintained until Fr Sam 
passed away. He worked at an engi-
neering factory in Krugersdorp in 
order to take care of his siblings. He 
quit his job to become a shop stew-
ard at the Adcock factory, while also 
working as a caddy at a golf course, 
hence his love for the sport. In 2007 
he completed his MBA. 

He was key in the formation of 
Congress of South African Trade 
Union (COSATU). He was a member 
of the Young Christian Movement 
(YCM) and Young Christian Workers 
(YCW). He was part of the youth 
who stood up against the apartheid 

regime and Afrikaans as a medium 
of instruction in 1976. He was 
recruited into Umkhonto WeSizwe in 
1982 and received training under 
the stewardship of Mainstay 
Chibuku. 

He met his wife Nomvula Mkhize 
in 1984 at an ANC rally. Eleven days 
after their wedding, they were both 
detained while his wife was expect-
ing their first child. In 1985, he was 
part of the Krugersdorp Residents’ 
Organisation, which embarked on 
various activities such as the con-
sumer and bus boycotts. These cam-
paigns were very successful but 
leaders who planned them, were 
arrested. He was released on bail, 
banished and placed in Central 
Jabavu Lutheran Centre, where the 
Lutherans adopted him together 
with other prisoners. 

His late son Retlabusa was born 
while he was still in prison. He only 
met “Giggs”,  as Retlabusa was fondly 
known, 16 months after he was 
born. In 1990 when the Inkatha 
attacked residents of Kagiso, Serge 

“Lenten Challenge” was one of 
the Lasallian Tercentenary activi-
ties organised by the college. A 
total of 2 305 tins were distrib-
uted to needy families on Good 
Friday.

Brother Melusi said: “The 
actions of your community give 
hope to the community of  
Phokeng – thank you!”

“Let’s really make a differ-
ence by showing we have the 
heart change lives in 2019.” – 
Mary Hyam, Director of Reli-
gious Education and Formation, 
De La Salle Holy Cross College.

Lydia Orsmond / Julia O’Connor 

was part of the leadership that 
defended the community. He advo-
cated for the emancipation of 
women and assisted women in 
Munsieville to be part of the 
Federation of Women. 

Post 1994, he served as a council-
lor under the mayorship of Oupa 
Motingoa. Their initiatives managed 
to electrify Kagiso houses, tarred the 
township and installed traffic lights 
on Kagiso Avenue. They ensured 
that clinics, schools and community 
halls were built in the area. Another 
passion was to help look after the 
religious sisters, in particular the 
Companions of St Angela who have 
always been part of their family, 
such as sisters Bernard, Christina 
and Margaret-Mary.

Serge was also  a Friend of the 
Shrine, in the West Deanery, a pro-
ject very close to his heart. He 
would always give suggestions and 
sponsor people who could not 
afford to buy their own tickets in 
order to see the success of Shrine 
fundraiser initiatives. 

He was very health conscious and 
his illness came as a surprise to 
many. He fought complications until 
he took his last breath. He is sur-
vived by his wife Nomvula, son 
Afrika, daughter Katleho, three 
grandchildren and siblings. 

He was laid to rest at the Kagiso 
Cemetery’s Heroes acre. His requiem 
Mass was celebrated by Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale OMI, with Bishop 
Duncan Tsoke and four other priests 
con-celebrating.        Lebo WA Majahe

OBITUARY
“Serge” 

Mantununu Abel 
Mokonyane

Born: 15 April 1960
Died: 04 April 2019

On a hot and sunny Human 
Rights Day, the Assumption 

Pilgrims Legend (APL) members 
met at the Westpark Cemetery to 
remember the life and times of  
Fr Enoch Shomang from Our 
Lady of Assumption in Molapo in 
the 1980s. 

The visit was also to share 
testimonials of the impact  
Fr Shomang had on the lives of 
young people in general, and the 
former Assumption Mission 
Pilgrims Youth Club members in 
particular, especially in terms of 
his teaching of the Catholic 
doctrines, as well as his political 
contribution to the country and 
his youth mentorship pro-
grammes. The day was befittingly 
themed; “Remembering the man 
of God, mentor and the freedom 
fighter”. 

The APL members were joined 
by his two surviving siblings, his 
old brother (with his family) and 
his younger sister. Deacon Thato 
Makhalemele, himself a product 
of Fr Shomang’s mentorship, 
presided over the programme of 
the day. The Deacon gave an 
inspiring sermon on the relevance 

Assumption Pilgrims Legends 
remember a fallen hero

and impact of Fr Shomang’s 
teachings on the church commu-
nities he touched, not the least 
Our Lady of Assumption church, 
where he became an ambassador 
for the youth.  

The sermon was followed by a 
homage to Fr Shomang by some 
of the members of the Pilgrims 
Legends (now in their 40s and 

50s), who shared personal 
testimonials on how he positively 
influenced their lives to make 
them responsible and productive 
members of society. A number of 
proposals were put forward, 
including a memorial lecture, 
special Mass and regular visits to 
the family, in honour of Fr 
Shomang. Representatives of the 
executive committee of the 
Pilgrims Legends proposed a 
special Mass and memorial 
lectures – these will take place on 
the last day of Youth Month,  
30 June, which also happens to be 
the month of his passing.

The proceedings were con-
cluded with the laying of a wreath 
by Fr Shomang’s family, followed 
by a closing prayer.


