
adnews@catholicjhb.org.zaAugust 2015 Volume 30 No 4

Telephone (011) 402 6400 • www.catholicjhb.org.za

1

A publication of the Catholic Archdiocese of Johannesburg

AUGUST 2015

newsnews

ST AUGUSTINE COLLEGE OF SOUTH AFRICA • 
the only Catholic Institution of Higher Education in the country 

• OFFERS:    
 a full range of  

POSTGRADUATE DEGREES  
in the humanities: 

Honours 
BA(Hons) in  

Peace Studies 

BTh(Hons) 
  

DPhil in  

Theology 
 

Philosophy 

a number of SHORT COURSES  
for lifelong learning: 

 innovative non-degree courses in  Education, Business 
Ethics, Peace Studies, Theology & Philosophy 

 regular training programmes on  
Civilian Peacebuilding Capacity 

 a 2-year distance-learning programme for  
a Higher Certificate in Biblical Studies 

                         Educating ethical                leaders  for Afr ic a 

For more details, please visit www.staugustine.ac.za or contact us at admin@staugustine.ac.za   •   53 Ley Road  Victory Park   2195   Johannesburg   •  Tel. +27 (0) 11 380 9000 

MPhil in  
Applied Ethics 

Culture & Education 
Theology 
Philosophy 

4 1155ADAD
Refugee DayLetters

Farewell 
Mantsubise

One of the most sought-after 
comedians in Mzansi, who 
happens to be a proud and 

devout Catholic, is legendary David 
Kau. He was born and raised in 
Kroonstad by his mother and 
grandmother, Sarah Kau who is a 
member of the St Anne’s Sodality. 
She was a huge influence on David 
and always wanted him to become a 
priest, praying hard for him to follow 
that path. His childhood ambition 
while attending St Peter Claver 
Primary in Kroonstad was to become 
a doctor but he had a change of 
heart in high school and decided to 
pursue a career in engineering. Had 
he continued at a Catholic high 
school, he thinks his grandmother’s 
wish for him to become a priest, 
may have become a reality. A year 
into the course, he realised he would 
not survive in a career that required 
him to wear a “mdantsane” (overall), 
he says with a smile. Shortly after 
that he headed to the University of 
Cape Town for a speech and drama 
diploma which he finished in 1998. 
Mass has always been an important 
part of his life and has seen him 
grow more and more in the faith, 
and becoming considerate to others. 
He was an altar server from an early 

age and went to church every day. 
Failure to do so, even if it was of a 
result of homework, would result in 
a smack from his granny. His 
involvement in the parish developed 
his love of serving the less fortunate. 
Today he runs an non-profit 
organisation, the Kau Foundation, 
through which he ensures that 
disadvantaged children from 
Kroonstad are kept in school. He 
also helps feed and clothe children 
at Dimphonyana Tsa Lapeng 
orphanage in Midrand. After he was 
discovered, and he realised that he 
could make people laugh and 
actually make a living out of it, 
David left Cape Town for Johannes-
burg in pursuit of fame and fortune. 
He performed in the Heavy Weight 
comedy jams, and the Smirnoff 
Comedy Black Out. He was featured 
on the Phat Joe show in 2001, which 
was a platform that helped him 
carve a niche in the market as a 
black comedian. Soon after that, he 
embarked on the ever-popular Pure 
Monate Show along with the likes of 
the great Kagiso Lediga. They 
recruited the likes of Loyiso Gola, 
David Kibuuka and other prominent 
figures in the world of comedy. The 
“Blacks Only Comedy” is another 
career highlight for David, which has 
grown very popular. David says he 
doesn’t think he would have 
survived all these years without the 
constant support of his family.

Report and photo: Lebo WA Majahe

Funny man 
Kau is a devout 
Catholic

The quarterly Archdiocesan 
Pastoral Council (APC) meeting 
was held at the Cathedral on 
Saturday, 11 July. These were the 
main topics covered:
The Shrine
Can anyone donate 10 hec-
tares of land for the construc-
tion of a shrine and pastoral 
centre dedicated to Our Lady?

This is the appeal of Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale, speaking at the July 
APC meeting. The church has 
been quoted R5 million for archi-
tects’ fees, the building of a wall 
around the land, a grotto, ablutions 
and clearing of the site.

“If we got the land for free, we 
could easily raise this amount,”  
he said.

It is the Archbishop’s dream to 
have the shrine, which could host 
up to 20 000 people, become a 
reality, our own place where 
Catholics can gather and unite for 
big events.

Land has been identified in 
Magaliesberg and Muldersdrift, 
but no final decisions have been 
made.

Archbishop Buti said he would 
like to see the youth donate R50 to 
the shrine by giving up some of 
their airtime – and a donation from 
others. Envelopes are being 
handed out in parishes for 
donations.
Blessing of non-Catholics
Archbishop Buti said he was 
concerned at a new practice in 
Catholic schools where all pupils, 

whether Catholic or not, were 
coming up during Communion, for 
a blessing.

“I recently held a mass at a 
Catholic school which has 1300 
pupils, but only 100 were 
Catholic. Yet all of them came up 
for a blessing, even those who are 
not Christian. I am now instruct-
ing the schools to stop this practice. 
I do not want to be involved in 
this charade. I give a general 
blessing at the end of mass 
anyway. If any particular, non-
Catholic pupil wants a private 
blessing, I will give it,” he said.
PPCs – keep your finances 
in check
Archbishop Buti has appealed to 
parish pastoral councils to keep 
the pastoral finance committees in 
check.

“Many parishes do not send in 
their quarterly financial state-
ments, giving a variety of excuses 
for not doing so. PPCs must get 
involved in the financial matters of 
their parishes and ensure the 
statements are pro-duced in time. 
The PPC chairperson should sign 
them off. In future, I will not 
accept them if not signed by the 
chairperson,” he said.
Beatification
The Archbishop said everyone 
should make an effort to be in 
Tshitanini on 13 September for the 
beatification of Benedict Daswa, 
our first South African saint. “It is 
important that we are there in our 
numbers,” he said, even if it 
means sleeping in a car or bus.

Men’s Forum
There is confusion between the 
Catholic Men’s Forum (CMF) and 
the Catholic Men’s Association 
(CMA). Many in Soweto feel that 
because they belong to the CMA, 
it is a duplication to belong to 
both. It was explained to them that 
the CMF is a forum for all 
Catholic men, from parishes, 
sodalities and other organisations , 
as well as those not affiliated to 
any, to exchange ideas. A visit will 
be organised to Soweto to try to 
clarify this issue. 

Feedback Feedback 

Thabo Motseki, an artist from 
Blessed Isidore Bakanja, Soweto, 
with one of the paintings he showed 
at the APC meeting. He is selling his 
art to raise funds for a building  
project at his parish. 

Photo by Lebo WA Majahe

from the Archdiocesan 
Pastoral Council meeting

LAY LEADERS 
CONFERENCE

29 AUGUST
To all lay leaders of the 

Archdiocese of Johannesburg

The sixth annual Lay Leaders 
Conference will this year be 

hosted by the North Deanery at 
the Church of the Resurrection, 
Bryanston. The theme for this 
year is: “Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations.”

 The purpose of this conference 
is to bring the church in this 
Archdiocese up to date with the 
developments and information 
about the church in Southern 
Africa. It is also to develop the 
laity (lay leaders) spiritually in a 
formative way – to help us under-
stand our faith and know our 
church. We make it a point to 
rotate deaneries in order to reach 
the people. Last year, it was held 
at St Joseph Actonville, Far East 
Deanery.

Fr Sakhie Mofokeng from the 
Department of Laity and other 
facilitators from the SACBC will 
facilitate the conference. The 
Missionary Congress will also 
share a little bit about the 
missionary aspect in the church.

Continued on page 6.

The funny man from 
Blacks Only, wearing the 

year of the family and year  
of faith wristbands.

Phuti Samuel Makgabo who was ordained a deacon kneels before  
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, with Reverend John-Paul Mathebula and  
Rev Lawrence Ndlhovu looking on. Far left is Fr Malesela Dikgale. See pg 9

“We have chosen to stay unmarried 
to be free to serve”-Archbishop Buti
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Saturday 8 August 09:30-12:30
Deanery Catechetical 
Co-ordinators meeting

Cathedral Place

DIVORCE CARE
From Thursday 13 August 19:00 

St John’s, Northriding. 
Group therapy to find help & healing 

for the hurt from separation or divorce. 
Contact Arianna 071-138-8401

www.divorcecare.org

PRH WORKSHOPS
14-18 September, Observatory

Leading My Life
Verena Kennerknecht

011 648-3456 /072-375-9053

PRH WORKSHOPS
21-23 August, Observatory

Freeing myself from what 
destabilises my relationships

Verena Kennerknecht
011 648-3456 /072-375-9053

PRH WORKSHOPS
8-10 August, Observatory

How to Give Help
Verena Kennerknecht

011 648-3456 /072-375-9053

Edenvale – 011 609 7246
First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament one hour before.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00

Our Lady of the Angels Chapel

GRIEFSHARE 
From Saturday 22 August 10:00 

Are you grieving the loss of a loved one? 
Group therapy to find help and

healing on your journey.
 St John’s, Northriding.

Contact Arianna 071-138-8401

Family Life Theme
Committed to women, men 

and relationships
For more www.marfam.org.za/blog

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday

Sung Chaplet of The Divine Mercy

Could you not spend 
 an hour with me?

Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.

Enquiries 074-193-0449

Randburg Gandhi Square 
18 Peter Place 3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of from 10:30-12:00 
each month from    
10:30-12:00

Marie Nichol 011 618-2489

Donate 
Help the Culture of Life Apostolate 

help pregnant women in crisis.
Contact Raphael Lallu 

079 779-5596 / 071 832-1386
fundraising@cultureoflife.co.za

www.cultureoflife.co.za

Pray outside the abortion facilities
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Pope’s Intentions for August
General. That volunteers may give themselves  

generously to the service of the needy.

Missionary.  That setting aside our very selves we 

may learn to be neighbours to those who find them-

selves on the margins of human life and society.

CONFIRMATIONS
His Grace, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale will administer the 
Sacrament of Confirmation to young people of the following 
parishes in August. Pray for them.
Sun 2 10:00 St Augustine Germiston
Sat 15 10:00 Zakariya School Zakariya Park
Sun 16 09:30 Our Lady of Africa Mohlakeng
Sun 23 08:00 Regina Mundi Moroka
Sun 30 10:00 St Benedict Sebokeng Zone 3

St Anne’s Home 
for Aged Women,

Edenvale, has accommodation 
available. A CWL project.

Call Sister Jean: (011) 453-4667 

THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS
Holiness Code. Who shall be holy?

Scripture in its Jewish context.

Bring Bibles and packed lunch.
For details contact

Bernadette Chellew, 082-760-0809 or 
e-mail btrnchellew@gmail.com

 Saturday 29 August 9am - 1pm

LAY LEADERS CONFERENCE
Church of Resurrection, Bryanston

PPCs, PFCs, sodalities, 
committees and youth are invited. 

All are welcome.
Fr Sakhie Mofokeng from the SACBC will 

facilitate. Hosted by North Deanery

Free Notices
Send event notices by 10 August to  

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
Next ADNews is due on  

Sunday 6 Septamber

Community Masses

Zambian Community at 11:30 
 on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194 
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831

charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community at 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month 
Cathedral of Christ the King

Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
at 14:00 on last Sunday of each month 

St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Nigerian Community at 11:30
on 2nd Sunday of each month 

at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean 
Community in Amharic at 12:30

on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville

followed by Bible Study.
Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185

 hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Francophone Community at 11:15
on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month

Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 at

Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community 

Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu
076-211-5232

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West 
Contact Deborah Mothopeng  

082 454-4732

Deaf Community
2nd Sunday of each month

Chancery
011 402-6400

For all departments

Saturday 29 August 10:30-15:00

Christian Morality
“Conscience, moral decision and 

action.” - Ms Betreace Nkuna
Training for catechists & all faithful.

St Francis Parish Vanderbijlpark
Book with catechetics department

Saturday 1 August 11:00-15:00
Christian Morality

“Social life” - Facilitator Fr Alex Muanã
Training for catechists and all faithful

Cathedral Place
Book with Catechetics Dept.

Are you called to be  
a diocesan priest?

Contact Vicar for vocations,
Father Thabo 082 824 6394
Facebook Thabo Motshegwa
Vocations secretary Susan

Join the discernment 
group on Sunday 26 July

Adoption, 
the loving option.
CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533 

or adoptions@mweb.co.za

www.adoptions.org.za

Wednesday 19 August 10:00
Morning of recollection for 

diocesan clergy at Mazenod Centre

Pray for our priests and deacons

Charismatic Community
All-night vigil

from 20:00 on last Saturday of each 
month to Sunday at 05:00

Cathedral of Christ the King

Engaged? Congratulations!
Now is the time to talk to  
your parish priest about  

marriage preparation
Catholic Engaged Encounter  
info@engagedencounter.co.za

Contact Bev 082-556-3880

Saturday 8 August 14:00-17:00
Contemplative Outreach

St Charles, Victory Park.
Enquiries: Heather 011 782-8094  

or 082-450-1912

JOIN the ADNews
group and get 
up-to-date notices.

Sunday 30 August

ST BONIFACE 
CHURCH BAZAAR

Starts with open air mass at 09:00 
St Boniface Community Centre, 
cnr. Puttick Ave & Kowie Rd,
Sundowner Ext 8, Randburg

Tel (011) 795-3651

... and Eldorado

Patronal Feasts in August
3rd St Philip Benizi, Meyerton (1960)
4th  St John Vianney. Pray for our seminarians.
8th St Dominics, Boksburg (1910)
11th  St Clare, Orange Farm
12th Blessed Isidore Bakanja, Protea Glen (1996) 
15th  Our Lady of the Assumption, Molapo (1959)
21st  St Pius X, Mofolo (1956)
22nd  Mary Queen of the Apostles, Munsieville (1926)
23rd  St Rose of Lima, Botleng
25th St Louis, Thulantwana
28th  St Augustine, Germiston (1896) and Orange Farm
28th  St Augustine College, Linden (1999)
29th  St John the Baptist, Brakpan (1918)

e-mail 
catechetics.secretary@catholicjhb.org.za

Saturday 1 August from 09:00
Family Mass at 10:00

celebrated by
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale

Cathedral of Christ the King
Contact Family Life & 
Liturgy Departments

www.catholicjhb.org.za

Prepare for Marriage Sunday
23 August to 4 October

SACBC Family Life Marriage Campaign
COMMITTED TO MARRIAGE

Contact Fr Sakhi Mofokeng
smofokeng@sacbc.org.za / 012 323-6458

Community Notice Board

Tel 011 402-6400

30 August
BIBLE SUNDAY

Enter the 94.7 Cycle Challenge
before 23 August 

 Ride for a Purpose - raise funds and 
awareness for San Salvador Home 

Contact Ann Pearton 083-660-5608

Ride for a Purpose - raise funds for 
Divine Mercy Pregnancy Crisis Homes 

Contact Marilyn 084-461-2592

SCHOENSTATT
FAMILY MOVEMENT

 Saturdays 08:00 Mass in the Shrine
Thursdays 17:30 Exposition & Holy 

Hour
Sundays 12:00 Exposition 

1st Saturday of the month 07:00  
Covenant Hour, Rosary and Meditation
CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD

BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446

 Sunday 13 September 10:00
SCHOENSTATT
FAMILY DAY

Talks, witness, workshop 
15:00 Mass 

Bring packed lunch 
Children welcome. Child care offered.
CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD

BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446

Saturday 5 September 09:00 -13:00
Retreat for Ushers

Saturday 5 September 11:30
Mass at 08:00

Johannesburg archdiocese

FESTIVAL
catholic Music association

Cosmo City Multipurpose Centre
Entrance fee at door.

Info: Martin Seja 079-880-0034 
or Tseli Seboka 083-212-6879

Communications Sunday
6 September

CONFIRMATIONS

Alberton ...
Confirmations were held at St Therese, Alberton on Friday,  
19 June with Archbishop Buti Tlhagale.         Photo: W Moses

Girls and boys from the parishes of St Catherine of 
Siena and St Eugene de Mazenod. Fr Paul Beukes is 
seated next to Archbishop Buti Tlhagale.

NOTICE!
Please note that the annual 
Assumption Vigil which usually takes 
place at the Cathedral is cancelled. 
Parishes are requested to observe the 
day on a local basis.
Message from: The Department of 
Liturgy and Divine Woship

Catholic Women’s League

SPRING FETE
Sunday 6 September

9 am – 4 pm
De La Salle Holy Cross College

Road No 3, Victory Park
CWL office Gail 011 618-1533/5

Co-convener Ann Scott
083 449-7914
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

Is there an  
appropriate age for 

Confirmation?

Do you have a question  
about the Liturgy?
You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 31087, 
 Braamfontein, 2017 
• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 
• fax 011 402-6406

MSA1101b

Sr Carmel 

082 543 9778
srcarmel@wizz.co.za

of the Assumption
The Missionary Sisters

Join us as a sister and bring
healing and joy to our world

The Department of Liturgy 
and Divine Worship 
coordinated a workshop for 

the ministers of the Eucharist at 
the Cathedral on Saturday 20 June.

The workshop was facilitated by 
Sr Jordana Maher, OP and was 
attended by 245 enthusiasts from 
42 parishes in the Archdiocese.

 Sr Jordana is the coordinator  

of liturgy at the South African 
Catholic Bishops Conference.  
She is based at the Secretariat’s 
Khanya House in Pretoria.

Areas covered in the workshop 
include the conditions for holding 
a Sunday service celebration in 
the absence of the priest and tasks 
that are reserved for the ordained, 
which no Eucharist minister 
should perform. The four different 
forms the Sunday mass 

celebration may take were also 
dealt with.

On behalf of the Liturgy 
Department, Michael Mpambani, 
the liturgy commissioner, thanked 
Sr Jordana for the highly-
informative workshop. He also 
appreciated the turn-out and urged 
the participants to go and serve 
the faithful with renewed and 
spirited vigour.

Abel Dlamini

A few months ago I received 
a letter from a deacon on 
the East Rand who had 

read an article on an American 
website. The article was looking 
at different interpretations of the 
Sacrament of Confirmation and 
how these are being implemented 
in various dioceses. The deacon 
has asked me to explain all this to 
our readers. In doing this I am 
borrowing, in part, from an article 
written by Diana Klein in 2 May 
2015 edition of The Tablet.

Where and when did 
Confirmation originate?

Although the Acts of the Apostles 
speaks about the apostles laying 
their hands on people, we should 
beware of reading back into the 
texts those ceremonies with which 
we are familiar. The apostles 
certainly baptised and led the 
believers in the breaking of bread, 
but the laying on of hands in the 
scriptures is usually a sign of 
being commissioned for a 
particular mission. We have 
evidence from the fourth century 
that adults were baptised naked. 
In order to do this as modestly as 
possible, baptisms were done in a 
room or building separate from 
the church. During the Easter 
Vigil, deacons baptised the new 
Christians who then dressed in 
white and processed into the 
cathedral where the bishop 
anointed them with Sacred 
Chrism. Later in the liturgy, they 
received Holy Communion for the 
first time. People of those days 
might not have counted these 
three elements as three separate 
sacraments, but would have 
understood all to be necessary 
components for initiation into the 
Christian community.

How did Confirmation develop 
over time?

As time marched on, the number 
of people requesting baptism grew 
and grew, meaning that the bishop 
could not hope to preside over all 
baptisms. In the Eastern Church, 
the bishops delegated the entire 
initiation to the priests. Every 
newly baptised person, whether 
adult or infant, receives baptism, 
chrismation and communion all in 
one ceremony. In the western 
church, however, bishops 
delegated baptisms to priests and 
deacons, but kept the right to 
confirm these baptisms at a later 
date. Eventually baptism and 
confirmation became separated by 
several years. Holy Communion 
usually waited until after 
confirmation. Then, at the 
beginning of the 20th century, 
Pope St. Pius X said that children 
should not delay in preparing for 
First Communion. As a result, 
confirmation began to be 
celebrated after First Communion, 
further obscuring its connection 

with baptism. Up until the 1960s, 
most people were confirmed at 
age eight or nine, but this was 
pushed later and later until it was 
being given at 16 or 17. 

Confirmation can now be 
described as a sacrament looking 
for a theology. Is it the moment 
when a young person confirms the 
choice once made by parents and 
godparents? Well, not really – the 
bishop is confirming what the 
priest has done. Is it when we 
become adult Catholics? Well, not 
really – 16 is a very awkward age 
and, for many, not the time to be 
making an adult decision! Is it 
when we receive the Spirit? Well, 
yes, but we already received the 
Spirit at baptism. Is it a sacrament 
for commissioning lay people? 
Well, maybe, but they are 
commissioned at the end of every 
Mass.

What is the current debate 
overseas?

Since 1972, the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults has made the 
Easter Vigil so much more 
meaningful for now we see adults 
being baptised, confirmed and 
receiving communion as part of 
the New Passover. As people 
become aware of the history of 
confirmation in East and West, so 
they wish to celebrate the 
sacraments of initiation in their 
original order. In many dioceses in 
North America, Britain and 
Ireland, boys and girls are now 
being confirmed between the ages 
of eight and 12 and are receiving 
their First Communion at the same 
time. In other dioceses in those 
countries, confirmation is being 
delayed until the mid-teenage 
years.

Has this influenced our local 
church?

This debate is being followed by 
local theologians and liturgists, 
but no changes have been 
discussed as yet. Many local 
catechists stress that we should 
delay confirmation so as to ensure 
that children remain in catechism, 
but this tends to backfire as 
confirmation is then seen as 
“graduation” from catechism 
class. A great many teenagers stop 
attending Mass immediately after 
they make their public 
commitment to Christ and his 
church, and that has never been 
the purpose of confirmation! 

The City of Johannesburg, Health 
Department held a Candlelight 
Memorial Service for our brothers, 
sisters, friends and relatives who 
died of HIV and AIDS.  The ceremony 
was also in solidarity with those who 
are infected or affected by HIV and 
AIDS.  The event took place on the 
5th of June, 2015 at St Francis of 
Assisi Catholic Church, Yeoville.

 In his opening speech, Jabu 
Tshabalala from the Health Depart-
ment said the Candlelight Memorial 
Service is an annual event of the 
Department of Health, City of 
Joburg (HIV/AIDS Section) in 

commemoration of those who died 
of HIV/AIDS and to pray with and 
encourage those who are infected or 
affected by the virus. Sr Connie, HIV 
and AIDS Management, spoke about 
the HIV and AIDS virus which she 
said, with the help of medical care 
can be managed if the patient is 
faithful to the treatment.  She said 
one may be HIV positive without 
having AIDS.  Also a person with 
tuberculosis may not necessarily 
have HIV or AIDS.  She encouraged 
patients of tuberculosis, HIV and AIDS 
to take their medication religiously.  
She encouraged all to be tested in 

order to know their status.
Fr Johannes Silalahi, the parish 

Priest in a short reflection, reminded 
the audience that the physical death, 
the lot of every human being is not 
the end of life; for there is hope for a 
life after death. In this light therefore, 
those who have died of HIV/AIDS 
have not perished.  He reflected on 
the essence of our life on earth and 
said it is about loving God and doing 
good to everyone we meet irrespec-
tive of his/her colour or religion.

Candles were lit by those present 
and were placed at Our Lady’s and  
St Joseph’s altars in the Church.

 The HIV/AIDS Department of the 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg was 
represented at the event. The 
ceremony was concluded with lunch 
in the parish hall.

 Sr. Mary Cecilia Anawanti, EHJ

On 5 July, the faithful at Holy Cross, Zola had an 
unplanned open-air Mass following the desecration of 

the altar and the stealing of the tabernacle. The tablecloth 
that covered the altar was thrown to the floor. Next to it lay 
the lectionary covered in dust. This, hardly a month after 
ADNews reported on the stolen statue of the Blessed Virgin 

Candlelight Memorial Service at  
St Francis of Assissi Parish, Yeoville

Another 
desecration

Another 
desecration

Mary at St Theresa, Zondi. Both parishes are 
under the leadership of Fr Malesela Dikgale. The 
vandals proceeded to maliciously damage property 
that was in one of the storage rooms. 

 “A priest, by virtue of his ordination, is the 
custodian of the tabernacle. One of the items the 
dean of Soweto, Fr Patrick Maselwane handed to 
me when I arrived at Holy Cross on 4 January, 
was the keys to the tabernacle. I am the security 
guard of that tabernacle. We leave everything in 
God’s hands,” Fr Malesela said.       Lerato Mohone

The gaping hole 
that used to host the 
tabernacle

Workshop for 
Eucharist Ministers

Sr Jordana Maher 
OP, facilitates a 
workshop for  
ministers of the 
Eucharist on  
Saturday, 20 June

Some of the ministers of the Eucharist who 
attended the workshop at the Cathedral.
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WAYS INTO PRAYER

Laudato Si: a call to 
a different way of  
relating to the world
Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South 
Africa, explores Ignatian Spirituality.

A lot is being written about 
the Pope’s new encyclical 
Laudato Si. Fundamentally, 

as I read this document, I see two 
major modes of engagement. The 
first is the Pope talking about 
environmental damage, calling us 
to notice the impact our lives are 
having on the planet. In this mode 
of talking about creation, the Pope 
is highlighting the needs of the 
poor who are often the most-
seriously affected by pollution, 
and of future unborn generations 
whose lives will be adversely 
affected if we continue to treat the 
earth as a resource to be plundered. 
The Pope is saying much that the 
environmental lobby has also been 
saying for a long time. 

However, there is also some-
thing that is distinctly Catholic, 
distinctly ancient and ever-new in 
what the Pope is saying. Speaking 
as our spiritual father, he is calling 
us to reassess our relationship with 
creation. The use of the same title 
as St Francis of Assisi’s famous 
canticle sets the spiritual tone of 
this work. In the encyc-lical, Pope 

Francis is reminding us of the great 
insights of the 12th century mystic 
into the inter-relatedness of all 
things as creatures and creation, 
brothers and sisters created by the 
same loving God. 

Pope Francis is reminding us 
that we are not ‘lords of creation.’ 
God is the Lord, and hat ‘the 
poverty and austerity of St Francis 
were no mere veneer of asceticism, 
but something much more radical: 
a refusal to turn reality into an 
object simply to be used and 
controlled.’ The recognition of the 
innate dignity of creation, that it 
has by virtue of also being created 
by the same loving God who 
created us, is fundamental to this 
world view. 

The Pope is not only speaking to 
politicians and big business, he is 
talking to each one of us. To 
nurture within us an awe and 
awareness of the love of God made 
manifest in the world around us. 
The spiritual writer William Barry 
SJ, talks of nature as one of the 
privileged places of encounter with 
God. For us to have a healthy 

spiritual life, we must engage 
deeply with our sister, the earth. I 
was thinking, as I wrote this, 
about one of the beautiful places 
I occasionally go to that reminds 
me of this loving relationship 
between God and creation. The 
Little Sisters of Jesus have a flat 
in Hillbrow – that desolate 
concrete jungle. Each time I go 
to see them, as I walk up the 
stairs to their flat, a sense of 
peace enters my heart. In the 
stairwell there are pots of plants, 
and along their corridor there are 
more plants, and out on the 
rooftop of their flat is a potted 
garden in the midst of the city 
centre. The simplicity of their 
home and the sense of love that 
is expended on their garden 
permeates the whole building 
and transforms it, making it an 
oasis of peace in the desolation 
of the inner city.

This month I encourage you to 
spend some time planting, or 
watching the birds or hugging a 
tree, or whatever will help you to 
connect with the wonder of 
God’s creation. Then, like Pope 
Francis, also take time to read 
and pray again the hymn of 
praise of St Francis of Assisi, the 
Canticle of Creation, Laudato Si, 
and be open to the invitation of 
God to find the wonder of the 
Lord in all things. 

The Catholic church teaches clearly and unambiguously that Catholics 
who divorce and remarry are living in a state of adultery, and thus cannot 
receive Holy Communion. Nevertheless, the international media have been 
stating emphatically and consistently that, in its final report in October 
2015, the Vatican Synod on the Family will:
• Strike down this crucial Catholic principle and therefore permit the 

above persons to receive the Blessed Sacrament, and
• This event will have been motivated by Cardinal Walter Kasper, whom 

the Pope supports, and will be approved despite the vigorous 
opposition thereto of Cardinal Raymond Burke, who he has side lined.

Hopefully, these media reports are devoid of truth and based only on 
surmise. If, however, they are based on fact, such a change in Catholic 
teaching would strike at the heart of the vital Catholic principle of the 
absolute permanence of marriage. 

It will also give rise to the suspicion that the said Synod did not consider 
sacrosanct any of the other vital Catholic principles such as the church’s 
present condemnation of abortifacient birth control and “same-sex” 
marriage. Finally it would raise serious concerns amongst Catholics about 
the direction in which our beloved church is actually headed.

Damian McLeish

Letters to the Editor

Communion for divorced and  
remarried Catholics

Open letter to the Bishops of Southern Africa 
– re-instate Prayer for Southern Africa

We are members of a Renew Group based in the Johannesburg 
Archdiocese. In our meetings, we are called to decide on what action to 
take, to solve or deal with matters that deeply concern us.

We are deeply concerned about the situation our country is facing, in 
that poverty, crime, abortion and corruption is manifestly evident. We 
also have the reputation of being the rape capital of the world. It is said 
that more girls are likely to be raped than receive an education in South 
Africa.

Prior to the establishment of our democratic dispensation, we used to 
say the “Prayer for Southern Africa” at all our masses.

We would like appeal to you to re-instate this practice at all masses 
throughout our beloved country as we feel that our prayers were most 
effective in bringing about a just solution to a very unjust system that 
was experienced.

Brendan Lewis (Strever Renew Group, Benoni)

SACBC Foundation
When the SACBC Foundation was established in 2010, I was surprised to see 
that there was no mention of how this fund was to be administered. Would 
the laity be involved and how ? Would there be some accountability to the 
laity, who are being asked to provide the millions required? And since then, 
there is still no word on the above issues. Many bishops throughout the 
world have been involved in corruption, using diocesan funds to feather 
their own nests, literally, so, as a matter of principle, I think transparency is 
essential to allay any anxiety on these issues, even though I am not 
questioning the integrity of our own bishops.

Etheen Lowry (Lyndhurst)

Fr Barney McAleer replies:  Thank you for drawing my attention to the 
letter you received voicing misgivings or doubts about the transparency and 
integrity of the Bishops’ Foundation. As the person immediately responsible for 
the day-to-day administration of the Foundation, may I draw attention to the 
website of the Foundation where there is more information about it available 
to the public – www.bishopsfoundation.org.za The historical background and 
present status is there for all to see. It is imperative, as your correspondent 
points out, that the laity have a role in the administration of the Foundation 
and to this end the executive is made up of myself, Sr Heremenegild Mokoro, 
Secretary General of the Bishops’ Conference, Fr Patrick Rakaketsi, Assistant 
Secretary , Piero Rossi, a laity businessman, John McKay and Geraldine Hedley 
who are both chartered accountants. The disbursements are decided by the 
executive. The accounts are audited and submitted to SARS yearly. Because  
 the Foundation is registered with SARS as a public benefit organisation there 
has to be accountability and transparency. I don’t accept the sweeping 
generalisation of many bishops stealing funds ‘to feather their own nests’.  
It may have happened somewhere in the world, but my knowledge of the 
Bishops of Southern Africa is that they are men of responsibility and integrity. 
I would not have accepted the position of administration of the Foundation 
had I thought for one moment that there was something shady or underhand. 
The bank statements, the disbursements and audited accounts are open for 
inspection at the office of the Foundation in Pretoria. 

August marks women’s month, 
and we also celebrate the 
Assumption of Mary into 

heaven on - August 15.
Today, we see in social media, the 

promotion of equal rights between 
men and women. In the eyes of God 
we are all equal, and we make our 
own choices to remain faithful to His 
commandments or break them. We 
must accept that we are different as 
men and women, that we have our 
own roles and responsibilities to 
achieve in all circumstances. It is 
therefore not natural for a man to 
become a woman, nor is it natural 
for a woman to become a man. 
Women today must embrace their 
femininity, identity, beauty and 
gentleness. There is no purpose in 
trying to be what you were not 
created to be.

In my view, women should be 
confident in their own identities as 
women, to be beautiful, youthful, 
gentle, cheerful and most 
importantly loving. 

To our wives, mothers, sisters we 
salute the women in our lives in this 
month of August. We thank God for 
creating such wonderful, beautiful 
and loving people. Their value far 

exceeds that of precious stones.
Below are three important lessons 

we can learn from the life of Mary.
Mary was available

The Bible does not mention 
anything special that Mary had done 
to cause God to choose her to carry 
His only Son for nine months. She 
wasn’t rich. She didn’t have any 
special talent. She wasn’t popular. 
But she was chosen. God did not 
need her abilities, He just needed 
her availability. 

Mary submitted herself 
 to the will of God

Before Jesus was born, Mary had to 
go through the embarrassment of 
being accused of being an unwed 
mother. She had to go through the 
fear of her soon-to-be husband, 
Joseph, possibly deserting her. She 
had to go through the uncertainty 
of leaving Nazareth, while pregnant, 
and traveling to Jerusalem. She had 
to give birth without the support of 
her mother or girl friends, in a 
stable, in a new town. And 33 years 
after the birth of Jesus, Mary had to 
endure the ordeal of having her 
first-born son accused of having a 
demon, of being a drunkard and of 
being a blasphemer. Mary 

experienced the pain of seeing her 
own son beaten and whipped, spat 
on, mocked, kicked, nailed to a cross, 
pierced in his side. Mary helped to 
bury her son.

Yet in all of this, Mary continued 
to trust God. She knew that Jesus 
was not hers to keep. If Mary had 
been able to save Jesus, I think that 
she would have died in His place. 
But while she was His mother, she 
also knew that she was a sinner and 
He the perfect sacrifice. Mary did 
not question God. She did not waver 
in her faith. She accepted the death 
of Jesus as God’s will and remained 
faithful to the end. God now wants 
to know if we will accept His plan for 
our lives. Will we remain faithful to 
Him even through pain, uncertainty, 
fear, difficulty, and death?

Mary accepted her son 
as her saviour

Mary knew that Jesus, her son, was 
the Christ and the only one who 
could forgive her and give her 
eternal life. Mary believed in Him.

Jesus died for Mary, his mother. 
He died for me. He died for you. 
Jesus died for the sins of the world. 
If we want to be forgiven, redeemed, 
made new, and given the gift of 
eternal life, we must believe and 
make Mary’s son our saviour.

Happy Women’s Month to all. 
Rob and Mahadi Buthelezi

Women should be confident  
in their identities as women
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BICENTENARY CELEBRATION
(16/08/1815 – 16/08/2015)

The Salesian Family founded by Don Bosco
is celebrating this August

the bicentenary of his birth
and the legacy he left to the church.

Specially invited are…
past-pupils, past parishioners, past-LoveMatters and retreat participants,

but ALL are welcome
to join in the 

OPEN day on the 09 August 2015
from 09.30 – 16.00

at Bosco Youth Centre (Walkerville/Daleside)

The program will include mass, music, infotainment, games and fun.
Admission FREE. Bring own food. 

Some lunch boxes available for purchase.
For further info contact info@boscocentre.co.za  

or check  www.salesians.org.za

The Justice and Peace 
department, together with 
the Department of Pastoral 

Care for Migrants and Refugees, 
the Bienvenu Shelter, the Jesuit 
Refugee Service and Youth 
Department, celebrated World 
Refugee Day on 21 June at St 
Francis of Assisi, Yeoville. The 
main celebrant was  
Fr Patrick Rakeketsi CSS, 
associate general secretary of 
SACBC, with parish priest Fr 
Johannes Silalahi CICM, Frs 
Manu Sasa CICM and Ivaldo 
Bettin cs, Vicar for Pastoral Care 
for Migrants and Refugees for the 
Archdiocese.

The theme of the day was 
‘Church without Frontiers, 
Mother to all.’

In his homily, Fr Patrick said: 
“Job, he of wealth of spirit and 
great material possession and who 
had everything taken away from 
him, teaches us that God controls 
the whole of creation. In today’s 
Gospel, Jesus tells us that storms 
will come, but are we going to 
allow ourselves to sink even 
though we know he is in our 
midst?

“We need to elevate our faith in 
Jesus and say, when He is present 
among us, peace will always be 
restored,” he said. 

In relation to xenophobia, he 

The idea started with Frs 
Mylles Russell and Benan 
Fahy OMF who came with 

the concept of building a church in 
Dawn Park, as Catholics there had 
to travel far to attend mass. A 
possible site was identified at 
Cossins Road, Edenpark and 
which was purchased by the 

Archdiocese at approximately  
R40 000. 

When Fr Gerry O’ Reilly 
arrived, succeeding Fr Stan 
Brennan, monthly masses were 
celebrated in the homes of the 
faithful around the areas of 
Windmill Park, Villa Lisa and 
later Dawn Park. 

“I was a stranger and you welcomed me…”
 Matthew 25: 35

said: “We all belong and are 
co-sharers in this world. All forms 
of alienation must be rooted out 
because of what Jesus is to us. He 
gave up His divinity to be a 
human being. Jesus’ flight to 
Egypt was not the first time God 
took refuge in another land. 

“We all experience some form 
of alienation and, in any storm, 
we should have hope that Jesus is 
with us. We need a world of peace 
and acceptance of people.”

He asked God to bless the 
victims and also those propagating 
persecutions, praying that that 
they will change their hearts.

 In closing, he wished all the 
fathers a Happy Father’s Day and 
said they should be fathers in the 
way that God is Father to all.

Fr Johannes said they were 
honoured to host the event as all 
African countries were 
represented in one parish. After 
Mass, festivities included poems, 
dance and singing. Fr Ivaldo 
remarked that he, himself, is a 
refugee and is also struggling with 
documentation. 

Ace Maunatlala from the 
Department of Home Affairs 
fielded documentation questions 
and concerns after the 
celebrations.

Lerato Mohone
See page 9.  

How the parishioners of Resurrection, 
Dawn Park built their church

These home celebrations of the 
Eucharist were the seeds in which 
the present community was born. 

Fundraising initiatives were 
started and people from St Francis 
of Assisi, Reiger Park became 
involved. Subsequently, mass was 
celebrated on Saturday afternoons, 
in a tent, once a month, at the 
Dawn Park site. The tent became 
too small as more and more 
people started attending, and 
gazebos were donated to 
accommodate them. Architects 
and engineers were involved in 
drawing up the plans to meet the 
municipal requirements which 
were approved in January 2014. 
People were very generous and 
donated various items including 
paint, liturgical furnishings, 

statues and altar linen.
St Francis of Assisi, Reiger 

Park, played a significant role in 
supporting the new Dawn Park 
church building initiative.

The church was officially 
opened and blessed on 14 
February this year, on the feast of 
the patron of love, St Valentine, 
by Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
OMI in the presence of the 
Franciscan Provincial, Fr David 
Barnard and many other priests 
who concelebrated. The new 
Church cost R2 million to 
complete. Various fundraising 
initiatives were conducted 
including a mini-marathon, 
dances, and monthly pledges by 
parishioners. The family of Fr 
O’Reilly donated handsomely. 

The pews cost R400 000 and 
parishioners and sodalities were 
challenged to each donate a pew. 
Over 30 were paid for through 
this initiative.

 There were also donors within 
the extended community of 
Brakpan, Boksburg and Reiger 
Park who wished to remain 
anonymous, who donated quite 
extensively. When the time came 
to discuss the name of the parish, 
emphasis was placed on the 
power of the Risen Lord, present 
in our midst as the power and life 
as great things have happened 
through their faith in Christ. The 
current parish priest is Fr Thabo 
Sefoli.

Lebo WA Majahe

Festivities on World Refugee Day.

From left to right: Brian Mooi, Sr Kadia 
Prigol and Sr Juliana Abioye.
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Catholic Women’s League Past Diocesan 
President, Elaine Phillips (left) and past 
National President, Chloe Droste attending 
the annual mass of World Union of Catho-
lic Women’s Organisations, on 16 May at 
the Church of the Resurrection, Bryanston.

A special CWL mass

About 350 members from all the four 
regions of the Johannesburg Archdiocese 
attended the special CWL mass.

6

During the course of 1995 and 
1996, a few voices in Parlia-

ment started to ask the question: 
“Where are the churches?” 

At that time, a couple of promi-
nent Catholics, Fr Smangaliso 
Mkhatshwa and Sr Bernard Ncube, 
were MPs, and there were various 
ministers, imams and others of a 
religious background in Parliament.

Fr Smangaliso, in particular, was 
struck at how little the faith 
community was interacting with 
Parliament, and, at a public lecture 
in Cape Town, he called on the 
Catholic Church to find ways of 
supporting, and critically engaging 
with MPs and their work. 

At the same time, the Catholic 
Justice and Peace Commission was 
thinking about the need to build a 
new kind of relationship between 
the church, on the one hand, and 
Parliament and government on the 
other. In the apartheid era, that 
relationship had been a negative 
and antagonistic one, but the 
dawning of democracy meant that  
a fresh start could be made.

Eventually, the idea arose of 
setting up a liaison office which 
would encourage communication 
and interaction between the church 
and the world of public policy and 
legislation. Towards the end of 
1996, the bishops approved the 
idea, and the Catholic Parliament-
ary Liaison Office (CPLO) offici-
ally opened its doors in January 
1997. The office is located in the 
Chancery of the Archdiocese of 
Cape Town, about 100 metres from 
the main entrance to Parliament.

From the beginning, it was 
stressed that the CPLO’s job would 
be to ensure that there was proper 
communication between the 
Catholic Church and the country’s 
political leadership. Parliament and 
government need to know what the 
concerns of the church are, but  
simultaneously, the church needs  
to understand the pressures and 
limitations the government has.

CPLO makes regular submis-
sions to Parliament’s portfolio 
committees and its researchers 
spend a lot of time attending 
committee meetings, interacting 
with MPs and organising round-
table discussions on a wide range 
of legislative and public policy 
topics. In addition, we publish 
briefing papers which try to 
provide a short analysis of current 
issues, be they new laws, policy 
developments or political trends. 

In all of its work, CPLO is 
guided by the principles of 
Catholic Social Teaching – human 
dignity, the common good, 
solidarity, the option for the poor, 

and people-centred develop-ment. 
In our submissions to Parliament, 
we stress the need for laws and 
policies that put people, not 
ideologies or short-term political 
gains, first.

Interested readers are encour-
aged to visit our website (www.
cplo.org.za) where they will find 
our contact details, as well as a 
full listing of our briefing papers 
and other publications. Anyone 
interested in receiv-ing copies of 
our publications by email can 
simply ask to be added to our 
mailing list.

Mike Pothier, CPLO Research Co-ordinator

From left: Tonia Wyngaard (Office 
Administrator), Elaine Pypers 
(Research Intern), Karen Morris 
(Programme Coordinator),  
Danielle Hoffmeester (Research 
Intern), Deputy Minister John  
Jeffery (Justice and Constitutional 
Development) and Fr Peter-John 
Pearson (Director)

The church’s presence in Parliament Why I became 
a sister of the 
Congregation 
of St Francis of 
Assisi
The life of St Francis of Assisi is a 
life that gives true witness to the 
poverty and simplicity of the life of 
Christ as revealed in the Gospels. 
St Francis dedicated his life to the 
evangelical practice of poverty. 
Francis’ vision of poverty had a 
profound influence on Christian 
spirituality with regard to poverty 
and he attracted many followers 
who desired to live the same kind 
of life. Francis’ signature represents 
the face of our brothers and sisters. 
The idea of the image of God 
reflected in Jesus Christ invites us 
also to be a mirror, reflecting the 
face of Jesus in today’s world torn 
apart by oppression of women and 
children, by poverty and war, injus-
tice and greed, and by HIV and 
Aids. Living in our own time and 
reading these signs of our time, 
our Christian spirituality should 
help us to confront these tragedies 
of humanity and make our con-
temporary world a better place for 
all. In this way, the good news 
which we are called to proclaim, 
will be effective and fruitful. 
Reflecting on the mystery of the 
incarnation of Christ, and on the 
divine grace as revealed in the 
gospels, should help us to become 
aware of our vulnerability before 
God and to depend more closely 
on Divine providence. There is 

Sr Marie Gabriella, a Franciscan novice

much more to learn from the life of 
St Francis than one can imagine. 
Although Francis lived in different 
times in history, his life is like a 
fountain of living water that con-
tinues to refresh and nourish us 
throughout the centuries.  His spir-
itual insights are profound and 
enriching, drawing us closer to 
God, whom we know loves us.   
Francis grew up like any other 
child. He was not born a saint, but 
God worked in him and he 
answered the call. He was from a 
wealthy family and used to spend 
money with friends at parties to 
make his friend happy. He was 
given the nickname ‘Mr Party’ by 
friends. He was not well educated, 
but his mother taught him the 
basics of education and, most 
especially, the importance of 
prayer and God. Francis would go 
to church with his parents to 

praise and worship God.
. The way St. Francis died, and his 
last words, really inspire me and 
help me realise that nothing is 
impossible with God if I am truly 
dedicated to the Lord and live 
according to the life of St Francis in 
the congregation I choose freely.
  This drove me to open my heart 
and hands to others and to live 
according to the testimony of 
Christ. I want to take His example 
of living the Good News and of 
being a true follower of Christ by 
being a servant to the people of 
God. 
    I chose the Franciscan Sisters of 
Siessen, because I want to imitate 
St Francis’ way of life.
   I am in the second year of novici-
ate and I intend to remain faithful 
in serving God through the spiritu-
ality of St Francis of Assisi.
      I thank my parents and entire 
family who have been a great 
source of inspiration and support 
in my life. For their moral support 
in many ways, and through their 
teachings, today I know how to lis-
ten and respect people as they are 
all unique in the eyes of God and 
created in His own image. 
 I also thank the Franciscan sisters 
with whom I wish to live the rest of 
my life and pray that they will not 
grow tired of guiding me and pray-
ing with me. 
St Francis’ way of life offers a chal-
lenge and an opportunity to us 
contemporary Christians to reflect 
upon the mystery of the incarna-
tion of Christ as revealed in the 
Gospels and inspire many people 
who pursue a Franciscan way of 
life. His life is a true witness to  
discipleship way of living. 

Sr Marie Gabriella Molosioa

A visit with Fr Dikgale
Maki Khoabe, Nina Tsita, Matsheli 
Liphoolo and Kuki Monyane Mgo-
jane from Holy Family, Spruitview 
visited their former parish priest, 
Fr Malesela Dikgale, now parish 
priest at Holy Cross, Zola and  
St Theresa, Zondi. They presented 
him with the traditional Seana-
marena blanket, a Modianyeo hat 
and a traditional stick.       

Photo: Lerato Mohone

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  
abortion), Catholics must be told, 
for their eternal welfare, and  
survival of their unborn infants. 
See www.epm.org.statitic/uploads/
bcpill.pdfCoLA 082 609 6919

Lay Leaders Conference from page 1.
 This will be a very informative 

and fruitful day for all lay leaders 
as there will also be time for 
questions.

We invite all PPCs, PFCs, 
sodalities and youth committees, 
including all interested people of 
God. We will ask for collection as 
donation to assist our facilitators 
with petrol. There will be sand-
wiches, tea and coffee, but 
encourage people to bring their 
own lunch. The programme starts 
at 8h00 with registration followed 
by the first session at 9h00 and 
the last session at 14h00. We 
encourage all including our youth 
leaders at all parishes to make use 
of this wonderful, important and 
informative gathering. 

Dillon Naicker, the youth 
co-ordinator will also share a 
moving story of himself. Don’t 
miss out! Be there!       

Odilon Molapo,  
Head of Department - Evangelisation
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Franciscan 
Missionaries 
of Mary

Contact: Franciscan Missionaries of Mary
Pax Christi, Post Net Suite 36, Private Bag X6603, Newcastle 2940, Kwa-Zulu Natal

Sister Helena Coragem: 076 762-3125 and 034 312-1957, 
helenacoragem@gmail.com

Sister Ana Tonela, fmm: 0735420910 Sharafmm.tonela@gmail.com

Do you feel called? Uzizwa ubiziwe na?

Umhlangano 
Wamafranciscan 

Missionaries of Mary

Umsebenzi wobuthunywa
benhlangano yama Franciscan 

Missionaries of Mary idabuka 
empilweni yokuzibandakanya 

noKhristo oyisizinda

The Mission of the FMM
springs from a life of union 
with Christ centred on 
the EUCHARIST.

Sacred 
Heart Feast
The Sacred Heart sodality of 

Sacred Heart parish in Katlehong 
celebrated the feast of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus on Sunday, 14 June 
after a Saturday- night vigil.

The celebration was attended  
by fellow sodality members from 
neighbouring parishes of: St 
Joseph’s – Katlehong; St Albert’s – 
Vosloorus; Mt Carmel – Thokoza and 
San Salvador – Leondale. The inter-
diocese and the Central Committee 
members were also present.

The sanctuary was beautifully 
decorated with traditional Sesotho 
blankets, red and white burning 
candles forming the shape of a 
heart, calabashes containing home 
-brewed sorghum beer, raw maize 
and hand-crafted brooms.

Before mass, Francinah Mohase, 
the sodality’s praise singer, poetic-
ally narrated a brief history of the 
Sacred Heart.

Delivering the sermon that 
focussed on love, parish priest,  
Fr Tom Segame, OMI said the cele-
bration of the feast would help 
parishioners remember all the good 
things that Jesus has done for them. 
He told the faithful that Jesus did 
not harbour grudges, nor did he 
consider revenging his suffering. 
Even the betrayal of Peter while He 
was being crucified did not deter 

Youth Day celebrations 
were taken to a different 
level this year. Instead of 

the usual motivational speeches, 
the guests gave lectures on their 
respective areas of expertise to 
young Catholics from the East 
Rand Deanery. The aim was to 
introduce the youth to different 
career paths and opportunities they 
could pursue once they have 
completed their studies. 
Professions covered included:

Religious vocations; medicine, 
law; engineering; entrepreneur-
ship; teaching; police and security; 
architecture/design; sales and fund 
management and information 
technology.          Abel Dlamini

On Saturday, 27 June, His 
Grace, Most Reverend Stephen 
Brislin, Archbishop of Cape 
Town, presided the Solemn 
Mass at Mater Dolorosa, 
Kensington. The mass was in 
honour of St Josemaría Escrivá, 
founder of Opus Dei, on the 
occasion of the 40th anniversary 
of his death. He was canonised 
by St John Paul II on 6 October 
2002. In his homily, the Arch-
bishop emphasised the need for 
Catholics to spread the message 
of hope in our society.

Andrew Woghiren, Information 
Office of Opus Dei, Johannesburg 

The Catholic Women’s League 
(CWL) West Rand Region held 
their 70th annual general meeting at 
Our Lady of Assumption, Molapo 
on 27 June. Proceedings began 
with the veneration of the Blessed 
Sacrament led by Spiritual Direc-
tor, Fr Bernard Tente Sompane 
SCJ. He was supported by parish 
priest, Fr Mandla Skhosana OMI 

Members of the Men’s Forum enjoy the home-brewed umqombothi at the feast of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus in Katlehong.

 Aroma filled the church as Fr Tom 
Segame OMI blessed the altar with the 
incense burning inside a calabash at 
the celebration of Sacred Heart of Jesus 
feast in Katlehong.

him. He continued to love his 
disciples.

Near East Rand Deanery 
chairperson, Judy Mogotlane from 
St Albert’s in Vosloorus, said she was 
delighted with the turnout even 
though some members could not 
attend the Sunday mass as they had 
been at the night vigil.

Expressing his gratitude on behalf 
of the PPC, the secretary Neo 
Motlhala, expressed gratitude to the 
liturgy and events’ committee, to all 
sodalities including the Men’s 
Forum, the parish priest and the 
small Christian communities from 
surrounding areas for their 
generous contributions towards the 
feast.  

The well-cooked cow meat and 
chicken, together with home- 
brewed sorghum beer formed part 
of the day’s menu.

   Abel Dlamini

Fr Elijah Otu MSP, priest-in-charge at  
St Joseph’s in Katlehong, front left, is pictured 
with Holy Cross Sisters, far right, Theresa 
Mafuta and Sylvia Sekei – Holy Cross 
Formation House – together with guests from 
various fields at a National Youth Day 
celebration on Tuesday 16 June. 

National Youth 
Day Celebration

of Catholic Women’s Organisation 
(WUCWO), life care and soup 
kitchens, skills and economic 
development centres. Members are 
also involved in spiritual activities 
such as Renew, choir, catechism 
and proclaiming in their respective 
parishes. 

Fr Sompane said Pope Francis 
has declared the incoming year in 
October as the “Year of Mercy.” 

“You should, therefore, be 
merciful with self and with your 
brothers and sisters. Your motto has 
profound words. When you reflect 
on your role as a member, ask: ‘Are 
you the Light of the World and the 
Salt of the Earth?’ The scarf on 
your shoulder is a symbol of the 
diaconate. When Jesus washed his 
disciples’ feet, He took a towel and 
wrapped it around His waist. He 
humbled Himself as He knelt and 
washed the apostles’ feet. That  
scarf is your towel,” he said. 

The financial report indicated  
that their funds provided catering 
for the Marian pilgrimages, priests’ 
ordination and donations to  
St Anne’s Old Age Home and Mary 
Immaculate Queen Pre-school. 

Lerato Mohone

Honouring 
St Josemaria 
Escrivá

Fr Thomas Gibson, parish priest of 
Mater Dolorosa, Rob Bothma, deacon 

at Mater Dolorosa, Cape Town 
Archbishop Stephen Brislin and 

Fr Anton Borras, Vicar of Opus Dei in 
South Africa

Cape Town Archbishop 
Stephen Brislin and Fr Anton  
Borras, Vicar of Opus Dei in South 
Africa with Charles and Sarah  
Stuart and their children.

‘Your scarf is 
Jesus’ towel’

– Fr Sompane

Fr Bernard Tente Sompane SCJ, 
with president, Thoko Mlungwana 
and some of the members who 
were recently installed

and Fr Letsie Moshoeshoe. 
Following the opening prayer 

and welcoming, the new executive 
committee was introduced by 
South West Rand Regional Council 
president, Thoko Mlungwana. She 
then invited members to take a 
moment to reflect on the late  
Fr Enoch Shomang’s parting words 
at their last meeting: “I bless you 
by wishing you the strength of 
Samson, the intelligence of 
Solomon and the enthusiasm of  
St Paul.” Candles were also lit in 
honour of the deceased members.

The minutes of the previous 
AGM were read and adopted as 
correct. In line with their motto 
“Work, charity, loyalty,” some of 
the league’s projects include 
visiting the mentally-ill at the 
Sterkfontein Hospital, World Union 
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 TOURS TO 
 CAPE TOWN

 Travelling in September 
& December 2015

Places of interest: Robben Island,  
Table Mountain, Cape Point,  
Cape of Good Hope,  
Waterfront, etc.

Cost: R8 500 per person
Contact details: Elize Travel Tours

Cell number 073 395 0095 
 or 011 934 4426

Email:  
elize1elizabeth@outlook.com

Brother-and-
sister pupils 

meet
Holy Rosary grade R girls 

thoroughly enjoyed the morning 
spent with the Grade Rs from 

their brother school, St Benedict’s. 
Lots of energy and fun was  

experienced and new friends 
were made.  

For the second year running, 
the Jesuit Institute took 
part in ‘Spiritfest’ at the 

National Festival of the Arts in 
Grahamstown. ‘Spiritfest’ is part 
of the festival which celebrates 
the arts in the context of faith. 
Members of the Society of Jesus 
first begun to work in South 
Africa when they opened and ran 
St Aidan’s College at the request 
of Bishop Ricards in 1876. The 
school was closed in 1973. “In a 
sense, coming back to Grahams-
town is coming back to our roots 
in South Africa,” said Jesuit 
historian Fr Anthony Egan. Since 
the mid-1800s, Jesuits have 
worked in many different parts 
of South Africa. The Jesuit 
Institute is, today, a major work 
of the Society of Jesus in South 
Africa. 

On Sunday, 5 July, four Jesuits 
concelebrated at St Patrick’s to 
mark the beginning of the first 
week of the festival. Fr Russell 

St Vincent De Paul Alms 
were done by the Blessed 

Sacrament Parish in Malvern.            

Photo: Lindsay Peters

St Theresa, Zondi held a Battle 
of Choirs on 28 June. The 

church’s Young Peoples’ Club has 
thanked everyone who braved the 
cold weather to attend.

“Our fundraiser would not be 
as successful, and appreciated, if 
it wasn’t for you and your dona-
tions. Many of you came from far 
and faced the cold weather and 

A highly successful event

we are truly grateful. We would 
like to thank Radio Veritas and 
ADNews for advertising the 
event free of charge. 

“May the Lord, the God of 
Israel, under whose wings you 
have come to take refuge, reward 
you fully for what you have 
done.” Ruth 2:12

From left: Jesuit fathers Russell 
Pollitt, Nicholas King, Graham 
Pugin and Anthony Egan  
concelebrating at St Patrick’s,  
Grahamstown to mark the  
begin of the National Festival  
of the Arts. 

Pollitt presided at the mass and 
Fr Nicholas King, who was in 
South Africa to present Winter 
Living Theology, was the guest 
preacher. Frs Graham Pugin and 
Anthony Egan – who both pre-
sented an extensive programme 
at the festival – also concele-
brated. For the duration of the 
festival, the Jesuits celebrated 
daily mass at St Patrick’s. 

Fr Pugin presented a series of 
lectures on ‘Artisans and Poets.” 
“Finding God in everything is 
what we do best and where better 
than in beauty, imagination and 
creativity?” he asked. He spoke 
eloquently about Jesuits from 
five centuries. He looked at why 
they were significant for South 
Africa and at their contribution 
to the arts. These included martyr 
Robert Southwell, missionary 
Matteo Ricci, astronomer Guy 
Tachard, poet Gerald Manley 
Hopkins and palaeontologist 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin. 

Rev Michelle Pilet, an 
Anglican priest from St. Paul’s in 
Parkview, Johannesburg, joined 
the Jesuit Institute team to 

present a series of workshops  
on ‘Praying with art.’ Rev Pilet 
was also available daily for 
anyone who wanted individual 
spiritual direction.  

Fr Egan presented a play, 
which he had himself scripted, 
on the recently-beatified 
Salvadorian Archbishop, Oscar 
Romero. He also gave a lecture 
entitled ‘Turbulent Priests – 
Oscar Romero and Denis 
Hurley.’ This year the church in 
South Africa celebrates the 
centenary of the birth of 
Archbishop Denis Hurley who, 
himself, wrote a number of 
English hymns after Vatican II. 
Many of the hymns Hurley 
wrote are still sung at parishes 
around the country. 

Fr Russell Pollitt
Director of the Jesuit Institute

Jesuit Institute 
at the National 
Festival of the 

Arts in 
Grahamstown

How committed are you to 
marriage as a sacrament?

“This moment of grace can be a 
time for renewal of our commit-
ment to being family in the church 
as Family of God in Africa.  
On behalf of the bishops of our 
region, I encourage every diocese, 
parish, group and especially 
families and, of course, you dear 
couples, to use this opportunity 
well. Marriage Day coincides with 
the opening of the Synod on the 
Family on 4 October. In prepara-
tion, let us join Pope Francis in 
prayer for the success of the 
Synod,” he said.

 Some resources will be 
supplied by the Desk and every 
family movement or organisation 
is invited to promote their 
resources, events and their form 
of the marriage and family 
apostolate. For information 
contact Fr Sakhi Mofokeng 

smofokeng@sacbc.org.za  
012 323 6458

MARFAM contributes some 
publications especially for this 
campaign. Thought for the day 
for families No 3 for 2015 covers 
July – 4 October, including 
Marriage Day. Toni Rowland is 
also available for workshops, 
retreats and promotions.

Contact Toni 0825521275 
info@marfam.org.za

www.marfam.org.za. Visit us 
on Facebook. 

The 2015 ‘Committed to 
marriage’ campaign is 
being coordinated by the 

SACBC Family Life Desk of the 
Department for the Laity. Bishop 
Zolile Mpambani, liaison bishop 
for the Family Apostolate writes: 
“There will be a special emphasis 
on marriage for the liturgical 
weeks 21-27 of Ordinary Time 
and ending with Marriage Day on 
4 October. This affords us an 
opportunity to highlight the 
Sacrament of Matrimony, not only 
for our couples, but for every 
member of their families and the 
whole church community. Youth 
are preparing for marriage in 
future, elderly may have lived 
their marriage faithfully, with its 
pains and joys over many years. 
Some men and women have lost a 
spouse through death or divorce, 
but marriage nevertheless remains 
a value for them. 
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CHURCH AMOUNT
Alberton 57 550
Airport Chaplain 00 00
Alexandra 28 916
Alra Park 3 101
Bekkersdal 3 000
Belgravia 16 842
Benoni St Patricks 22.76
Benoni St Joseph (Actonville) 11 674
Bez Valley (Holy Angels) 14 603
Boksburg (St Dominic) 29 412
Boksburg (St Francis Care Centre) 1 726
Bosmont 5 715
Braamfontein 31 335
Brakpan (St John the Baptist) 8 305
Brentwood Park (Igrega de Fatima) 6 740
Bryanston 91 210
Carletonville 4 821
Carmelite Sisters (Benoni) 0
Cathedral of Christ 26 110
City Deep(Our Lady of Lourdes) 0
Coronationville (St Anthony) 5 372
Cosmo City 0
Craighall Park 12 000
Croation Community 2 500
Crown Mines (St Anthony) 11 554
Crystal Park 4 628
Daveyton (St Nicholas) 8 490
Daveyton (St Lambert) 3 249
Daveyton (St Martin) 3 110
Dawn Park 2 807
Delmas (St Rose of Lima) 936
Diepkloof Lourdes Primary 0
Diepkloof St Margaret 4 720
Dobsonville (St Angela) 6 324
Dobsonville (St Angela Primary School) 0
Doornkop (Holy Spirit) 4 476
Dominican Sisters Germiston 0
Dube (Our Lady of Fatima) 1 853
Duduza (St Anthony Pucci) 2 424
Edenpark Catholic School 7 716
Edenvale 162 540
Eldorado Park/ Kliptown Mission 21 000
Emndeni 5 800
Ennerdale 51 116
Evaton 2 542
Evaton West 0
Florida 79 220
French Community 11 596
Geluksdal 7 815
German Community 4 380
Germiston 25 610
Good Shepherd Sisters 0
Heidelberg Seven Holy Founders 8 216
Holy Cross/ Immaculata Primary 
School

0

Holy Family College 0
Kagiso John Martin Primary School 696
Kagiso Our Lady of Peace 8 560
Kagiso St Peters 6 880
Katlehong Nhlapo Parish 1 000
Katlehong San Salvador 7 889
Kempton Park Our Lady of Loreto 5 500
Kensington 15 629
Khutsong 2.118
Kliprivier St Michaels & Tsetsi Station 0
Krugersdorp 56 390
Kwa Thema Kristo Nkosi 14 726
La Rochelle 35 455
Leondale San Salvador 15 283
Lenasia St Thomas 37 199
Linmeyer Catholic Community 27 854
St James Mission Magaliesberg 1 346
St Martin De Porres School 0
Malvern 100 000
Marian College Church 0
Maryvale 49 000
Maryvale College 0
Mayfair 1 600
Mayfair Convent 2 000
Maronite Cedars of Lebanon 30 000
Martindale St Francis Xavier 8 460
Meadowlands St Joseph 7 994
Meadowlands St Michaels 7 201
Meyerton St Phillip Benzi 0
Mofolo St Pius 8 202
Mohlakeng Our Lady of Africa 12 430
Mokoena St Josephs 7 270
Mokoena Holy Trinity Kwanele 1 563
Mokoena Magagula Heights 180
Molapo Our Lady of Assumption/ 
Freedom Park

7 423

Moletsane St Phillip Neri 2 391
Moroka Regina Mundi 4 281
Munsienville St Mary’s 0
Nigel St Peregrines 14 159
Nigel Alra Park 1 588

Parish Contributions to Lenten Appeal
Noordgesig St Andrews 3 654
Northriding 121 430
Nyolohelo Catholic Church Sebokeng 2 734
Oblate Novitiate 0
Orange Farm 2 790
Orlando East Christ The King 3 410
Orlando School 0
Orlando West St Martin de Porres 2 606
Palmridge Catholic Church 0
Payneville St Louis Bertrand 988
Phiri Holy Rosary 5 180
Pimville St Peter Claver 5 000
Polish Community Norwood 6 105
Portuguese Church Missao de Antonia 0
Primrose 19 324
Protea North/Glen 17 486
Randfontein St Anthony’s 16 320
Ratanda Seven Holy Founders 2 400
Reiger Park St Francis of Assisi 23 278
Riverlea Maria Goretti 3 432
Rivonia 80 926
Robertsham 53 000
Roodepoort Catholic Church 15 868
Rosebank 64 965
Sacred Heart College Observatory 0
Sebokeng St Benedict’s +  Nyolohelo 2 734
Sharpeville Our Lady of Fatima 10 400
Sisters of Mercy St Matthews 5 957
Sisters of Mercy St Mathews Soweto 0
South Hills (Our Lady of Fatima) 5 398
Springs (Our lady of Mercy) 3 710
Springs/ Payneville (St Lewis Bertrand) 0
Spruitview (Holy Family) 9 959
St Davids 1 980
Thokoza (Mt Carmel) 3 980
Thokoza (St Michaels Kliprivier) 1 117
Toekomsrus (St Martin de Porres) 6 135
Tsakane 14 455
Turfontein 10 917
Ursuline Community 0
Vanderbijlpark 24 553
Vanderbijl Bophelong 0
Vanderbijl Boipatong 2 825
Vereeniging Rustervaal 4 140
Vereeniging Emmanuel 0
Vereeniging St Benedict 0
Vereeniging 15 238
Victory Park 128 325
Vosloorus St Albert 5 000
Vlakfontein Zakariya Park 0
Walkerville Divine Mercy 1 046
Westonaria 3 061
Yeoville 0
Zola 1 500
Zondi 2 000
Unallocated Funds 94 874

Simunye – Together We Are One

De La Sale Holy Cross College
September 6  :  9.00 am – 4.00 pm

Handiwork • Toys • Books • Bottles • Nearly New • White Elephant 
• Variety of Food Stalls • a Tea Garden and Soft Drinks

All monies raised will go towards our CWL projects:
Adoption Society – foster care and adoption of babies

Mary Immaculate Queen Pre-School in Eldorado Park – 
affordable pre-school education to many disadvantaged children. 

St Anne’s Home – home to 38 ladies, 20 of which are in frail care. 
CWL provides funds to supplement the home’s income.

Kopanong Soup Kitchen provides soup for more than 300 queuing for their pensions
Mmamohau Motshehetsi Community Care & Support – 
care for orphans, vulnerable children and senior citizens

Wonke Wonke Day Care Centre in Soweto,
Barcelona Squatter Camp in Daveyton –provides social workers 

as well as before and after school care and meals

Over 60 branches are supporting this fete by hosting a Stall.
Please support us!

Entrance fee: R5
Admittance for scholars is free.

For more information e-mail annscott197@gmail.com

World Day of Migrants 
and Refugees

The theme for this year was 
“A church without frontiers, 
mother to all.” The church 

says migrants and refugees have a 
special place in its heart.

On the 21 June, to commemor-
ate World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees a mass was held at St 
Francis of Assisi in Yeoville.

After mass we held a cultural 
program which included singing, 
dancing and speeches from 
various speakers. The 
celebrations were jointly 
organised by the departments of 
Justice and Peace, Pastoral Care 
for Migrants and Refugees and  
Youth, as well well as the Jesuit 
Refugees Services and the 
Bienvenu Shelter.  

Joseph Dube

Ordination We have chosen to 
stay unmarried ... continued from 
page 1. 
Parishioners, friends and family 
gathered at the Cathedral on the 
evening of Wednesday, 15 July for 
the ordination of Phuti Samuel 
Makgabo to the deaconate. The 
beautiful and solemn mass was 
celebrated by Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale, with some 20 priests 
concelebrating. The choir of  
St Albert, Vosloorus; home to the 
ordinand, led the liturgy. There 
were tears shed during the moving 
rite of ordination, where the Son 
of Man committed Himself to 

God. Seminarians from Johannes-
burg were there, as well as from 
the St John Vianney seminary 
where Rev Phuti once studied.  
In his homily, Archbishop Buti 
remarked that ahead of Rev 
Phuti’s ordination to the priest-
hood, he should know that a priest 
must offer his services freely to 
the people of God and be prepared 
to be a servant, ever-willing to 
serve and not be served. The 
Archbishop said our mother, 
Mary, who is a mother of all 
priests is there to pave the way for 
us to be closer to Christ. “For her 
to accept the call to work for 

Christ is a good example what 
priesthood should be.”

 Commenting on Phuti’s 
journey of discernment, Arch-
bishop Buti said it was not an 
easy road. He urged the ordinand 
to use Mary as a source of 
spiritual strength as the life he 
has chosen is not often easy.  
He encouraged him to remain 
committed to Christ.

 Amongst the visitors was Don 
Julio Diéguez, the Rector of the 
International Ecclesiastical 
College-Sedes Sapietiae in Rome 
where Phuti underwent his 
formation.           Lebo WA Majahe        

CWL JOHANNESBURG’S SPRING FETE

Figures we received at time of going 
to print.
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 A group of teachers who attended

Catholics often face opportunities to share their 
faith with others, but lack the basic knowledge 
and confidence to do so. Why Catholic? has a 

rich scriptural and catechetical approach that gives 
a solid foundation for every Catholic to express their 
faith and be able to reach out to others in faith. 

 
Offers a concrete approach to help 
adults deepen their Catholic faith and 
connect its teachings to their everyday 
lives. 
 

• Explores Catholic teaching with direct quotes from 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, scriptural refer-
ences, and reflection questions

• Covers four themes of Catholic beliefs, sacraments, 
morality, and prayer in 48 sessions

• Occurs in a prayerful small community setting that 
is a supportive environment for evangelization and 
adult faith formation

 
Provides a total parish experience 
suited for…
• small Christian communities
• parish catechists

• RCIA candidates
• parents with children preparing for sacraments
• families looking to deepen faith

Why Catholic? includes a full range of elements de-
signed to meet the needs of your parish and designed 
to help reach out to others in faith. 

Strong Pastoral Support: 
Through an initial consultation, information sessions, 
and workshops, RENEW's staff works with pastoral 
leadership and parishioners to ensure a successful 
program with strong participation. 

Solid Resources: 
Thoroughly reviewed materials including participant 
books, parish kit, and bulletin inserts offer partici-
pants a rich experience and sound teachings. 

Formation Workshops: 
Engage and form participants in leading and partici-
pating in small Christian communities. 
• For each year of Why Catholic? two formation 

workshops are offered—one focusing on the first 
six sessions and the second focusing on the second 
six sessions.

• Optional Retreat — A retreat kit for each Why 
Catholic? book provides all the elements neces-
sary for parish teams to offer an all-day retreat or a 
shorter prayer experience.

RENEW International offers participating parishes an 
array of online pastoral services to ensure success 
with Why Catholic? Journey Through the Catechism.

"When the Catechism of the Catholic Church first came out, I was 
delighted since it is a comprehensive, up-to-date formulation of our 
beliefs and joys as Catholics. But I wondered how we might unpack its 
content for Catholics in the pews. Why Catholic? is a fine answer to 
my question. The material is arranged for use by small faith-sharing 
groups, thus enabling participants to better understand their faith and 
share it. The questions are thought provoking and interesting. I heart-
ily recommend Why Catholic?"

- Most. Rev. Michael Sheehan, Archbishop of Santa Fe (NM)

"Why Catholic? seeks to be an instrument for faith formation and a 
call to holiness. Saints in everyday life are the strength of the Church, 
which is always renewing itself in fidelity to the mission of Christ and 
in service to the needs of our society. I heartily commend this effort in 
making the Catechism of the Catholic Church more accessible to the 
faithful."

- Most Rev. John J. Myers, J.C.D., D.D., Archbishop of Newark (NJ)

"I am very grateful for all that you have done to bring Why Catholic? 
alive in our Diocese. This program and process is really helping all of 
our people to understand better why they are Catholics and to live 
their faith in a more dynamic manner."

- Most Rev. Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI, Bishop of San Angelo (TX)

“The Why Catholic? program is well serving the needs of both Anglo 
and Hispanic people.”

- Most Rev. Wilton D. Gregory, Archdiocese of Atlanta (GA)

"Before we made a final decision to go with Why Catholic? in our 
diocese, the members of our diocesan team contacted directors from 
other dioceses that were already doing the program. The response we 
got from them was very enthusiastic. There was a consensus that the 
quality of the RENEW staff was excellent and that the materials and 
input they offered was very helpful." 

- Jim Kemna, Director of Religious Education, Diocese of Jefferson City (MO)

“Why Catholic? not only strengthens our Catholic faith, it also gives us 
the opportunity to learn the language of faith as we share faith with 
one another.”

- Mary Ann McLaughlin, Director, Office of Worship and Spiritual Life, 
Archdiocese of Boston (MA)

“The Why Catholic? process makes pastors’ continuing faith-education 
responsibility easy to do.”

- Msgr. Kurt Kemo, Vicar General, Diocese of Steubenville

"All parish organizations as well as small Christian communities, can be 
effective vehicles for evangelization and adult faith formation by using 
Why Catholic? Journey through the Catechism. It combines the best of 
faith-learning, faith-sharing, and faith-living!

- Very Rev. E. Michael Camilli, M.S.C. Director, Adult Faith Formation,  
Diocese of Allentown (PA)

"How to Use Why Catholic? ... is a great work. I especially like the 
detailed, step-by-step approach."
- Dan Luby, Director, Division of Christian Formation, Diocese of Fort Worth (TX)

"How to Use Why Catholic? Journey through the Catechism in Your 
Parish is well organized. It made me feel very enthusiastic about going 
forward with the program."

- Pat Spiegel, Stewardship and Adult Formation Coordinator, 
St. Lawrence the Martyr Church (NY)

"The benefit of Why Catholic? is that it allows the truths of the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church to touch the realities of everyday life. Any 
individual or any group who chooses to participate in this will benefit 
significantly from learning how to live within the context of a greater 
and more Catholic relationship."

- Dorothy Berman, MA, Youth Director, Mt. Manresa Jesuit Retreat House

Based on the Four Pillars of the Catechism

A dynamic Small Christian Community works toward 
using the knowledge they gain through the study and 
sharing to reach out into the community.

As Catholics who have begun to revitalise their faith by 
the study of scripture and catechism they are able to 
assist others in the family, in the parish and in the com-
munity to grasp the extraordinary tenets of the Catholic 
faith which have answers for many issues facing the 
people around us. Often the facts of our faith are mis-
construed or misunderstood or even deliberately mis-
reported and in the past we have not had the tools to 
enhance the knowledge of others to understand what 
this rich and amazing faith has to offer the world.

Through the use of faith formation workshops  
before each Season undertaken by the Small Christian  
Communities, the SCC leaders and participants are able 
to extract the most from their meetings. 

In addition, Family Faith Bulletins, printed weekly 
newsletters, will be available in the parishes to assist in 
informing and educating the parish as well.

Deanery and Parish Missions will be held to encourage 
parishioners to take this path to self-improvement and 
deepen their faith.

http://www.renewintl.org/
Renew/Index.nsf/a2895e8860a
f75c9882567c3005fd4cf/0c9206
50607d9a258525786b005b7755/
Body/3.C1C!OpenElement& 
FieldElemFormat=gif

TRAINING for new Small Christian 
Community Leaders – 
go to the following URL.

Why Catholic? Overview
MISSION/ACTION/OUTREACH
continues on as for RENEW Africa

• Christian Prayer
 How the Church Prays

• The Profession 
of Faith

 What the Church 
Celebrates

• The Sacraments
 How the Church  

Celebrates

• Life in Christ
 How the Church Lives

• Launching materials
• Leadership search
• Training materials
• Training dates
• On-going help
• Other programmes

A TOTAL 
PARISH EXPERIENCE

TIMELINE

WEBSITE RESOURCES

How it Works

Our Why Catholic? process fosters  

a personal identity as Catholics

grounded in solid teaching. The conver-

sion experience of meeting Christ in and 

through His church is basic to the  

structured small groups that form the core 

of the Why Catholic? process. Learning  

and belonging are required first steps if  

we are to witness Christ in our lives.

Most Rev. Joseph E. Kurtz, 

Archbishop of Louisville (KY)

“
”

WHY CATHOLIC?

WHY CATHOLIC?

Website
http://www.catholicjhb.org.za/renew-africa/

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/RENEWjhb
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Manu Tsasa-Phambu 07-8-66
Thomas Gibson 08-8-76
Gabriel Afagbegee  07-8-82
Blaise Mambu 01-8-89
David Evans 14-8-93
Sergio Lorenzini 14-8-94
Emmanuel Luamina 06-8-97
Francis Muturi 13-8-99
Paul Beukes 11-8-01
Jeff Jawaheer 23-8-01
Johannes Silalahi 24-8-01
Xavier Barongo 03-8-07
Rev Brent Chalmers 11-8-07
Rev Peter French 11-8-07
Rev Michael Harrington 11-8-07
Rev Jacob Modise 11-8-07
Jorge Guerra 14-8-10
Plinga Menguo-Mana 10-9-13 

 

1st Francois Dufour
4th Theophilus Bisto Malotsa
10th David Dryden
11th Rev Michael McGovern
14th Russell Pollitt 
 Pierre Chemaly
15th  Domincus Son Gwangbai 
 Rev David Potterton
16th Charbel Habchi
18th Rev Edward Nyembe 
 Andrew Thomo
21st Tsasa-Phambu Manu
24th Mandla Skhosana
25th Rev David Lavers
26th Gilbert Mardai
28th Rev Alexander Niven
31st Rev William Davies 
 Raymond Anyanwu 
 Anthony Bailey 
 Cletus Onwudiwe

1st Mathieu Van Vlierden
2nd Albert Nolan and 
    Remigius Makobane
3rd  Robert Gore

We Celebrate with 
our Priests & Clergy

Ordinations

Birthdays in August

... and in early September

The following Priests and Deacons 
celebrate their birthdays and 

anniversaries of their ordination. 
Remember them in your prayers!
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Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the 
Bible Foundation writes about 
the Word of God in response 
to the Synod call for spiritual 
growth and on-going formation.
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St Francis of Assisi invited a 
young novice to join him 
for an afternoon of 

preaching. They wandered up hill 
and down dale, in and out from 
street to street, chatting together 
and greeting people as they went. 
Eventually they arrived home in 
the early evening. The exasperated 
novice turned to Francis asking: 
“Why did we not do any 
preaching?” Francis replied, 
“Preach the Word always, when 
necessary use words.” Herein lies 
the essence of discipleship.

Isaiah is the first voice we hear 
in Mark’s Gospel, “ 2 It is written 
in Isaiah the prophet: “I will send 
my messenger ahead of you, who 
will prepare your way”.. 3 “a 
voice of one calling in the desert, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
make straight paths for him.” He 
shows us the way, helps us to 
straighten our path through life 
and strengthen our spirituality. 
Similarly, Moses the greatest 
prophet says: “ I call heaven and 
earth to witness that I have set 
before you life and death, 
blessings and curses. Choose life 
so that you and your descendants 
may live. (Deut 30: 19) As disciples 
we live and teach others to 
“choose life.”

Jesus was called to discipleship. 
After his baptism, “ 10 As Jesus 
was coming up out of the water, 
he saw heaven being torn open 
and the Spirit descending on him 
like a dove. 11 And a voice came 
from heaven: “You are my Son, 
whom I love; with you I am well 
pleased.” (1: 10 – 11) It is our 
destiny, like Jesus, to be in a close 
relationship with our God. As 
Jesus’ disciples we are called to be 
Sons and Daughters of God, 
sisters and brothers to Jesus and to 
each other. 

When Peter, Andrew, James and 
John were called, we are told that 
they left their nets and their father, 
Zebedee. The meaning behind 
these symbolic statements is that 
they let go of their past values, 
past faults, and accepted Jesus’ 
way. Can you hear yourself being 
encouraged to do the same?

14 As Jesus walked along, he 
saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting 
at the tax collector’s booth. 
“Follow me,” Jesus told him, and 
Levi got up and followed him. 15 
While Jesus was having dinner at 
Levi’s house, many tax collectors 
and “sinners” were eating with 
him and his disciples, for there 
were many who followed him.  
(2: 14-15)

Had Jesus been advised by 
human resource consultants, they 
would have advised him to 
include priests, scribes, pharisees, 
and the rich and powerful. Most 
of these people did not share 
Jesus’ values. Jesus felt drawn to 
customs’ officers, tax collectors 
and people labelled as sinners. He 
came to call sinners. Jesus said to 

About 4 000 mourners, including 
100 priests from local parishes and 
neighbouring dioceses, gathered at 
St Charles, Victory Park, to celebrate 
the Requiem Mass for Fr Enoch Kini 
Mantsubise Shomang OMI. Arch-
bishop Buti Tlhagale OMI celebrated 
mass, with Bishop Eddy Risi OMI of 
Keimoes in attendance. Fr Ronny 
Cairns OMI, the Regional Superior of 
the Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
spoke about the faith Fr Shomang 
had, and described him as a true 
servant of God who loved his 
people. He also asked parishioners 
of St Mary’s, Munsieville to love their 
new priest Fr Andries Kimane OMI 
and continue following the example 
of Fr Shomang. The 100 priests con-
celebrated the mass, and each wore 
a white stole symbolizing resurrec-
tion.  The parish was packed to 
capacity two hours before the mass. 
Fr Shomang was often described by 
fellow Oblate priests as a celebrity 
as his room at the Oblate residence 
in Victory Park was always filled with 
visitors. His funeral was just the 
same. It was even attended by radio 
personality, Chomane Chomane. 
Before the office of the dead,  

Fr Ronny 
Cairns blesses 
the coffin  
in which  
Fr Shomang 
is lying.

Farewell Mantsubise

Fr Shomang’s coffin was opened so 
that mourners could pay their last 
tributes to him. His Grace Buti 
Tlhagale gave a wonderful eulogy 
for Fr Kini, whom he affectionately 
called “Shoe-mang”. He said that 
sometimes Fr Shomang’s theology 
of the laity, was sometimes ‘a bit on 
the margins,’ as he was driven to 
make people participate in church, 
prompted by his zeal and love for 
the scriptures. Fr Shomang was 
described by many speakers as a 
legend and a prophet of his time, a 
simple, but modest human being 
who shared everything. Before he 
departed this earth, Fr Shomang 
frequently said that he was tired of 
being sick and could not wait to 
meet his Maker. He yearned to be 
reunited with Oom Sam Kataka and 
Fr Mailula.

At the cemetery, priests sang the 
Salve Regina, calling upon Mary, the 
mother of all priests, to welcome 
the departed priest into heaven. I 
thank God for the life of Fr Shomang 
and remain inspired by his passion 
and dedication to his priestly 
ministry.                        

Lebo WA Majahe
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them,“It is not the healthy who 
need a doctor, but the sick. I have 
not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners.” (2: 17)

 Mark assures us that whatever 
may have happened in the past, in 
God’s eyes, it is past and 
forgotten. All are unconditionally 
called to discipleship.

13 Jesus went up on a mountain 
and called to him those he wanted, 
and they came to him. 14 He 
appointed twelve – designating 
them apostles – that they might be 
with him and that he might send 
them out to proclaim the message 
15 and to have authority to drive 
out demons. (3: 13 – 14)

We are all invited to join Jesus 
on the mountain, in the presence 
of God. Time spent with Jesus, 
united in prayer, gives rise to a 
deepening relationship with our 
God. Jesus’ mission becomes our 
mission and we are invited to: go, 
teach Jesus’ way and oppose all 
that makes people less human.

7 Calling the Twelve to him, he 
sent them out two by two and 8 
these were his instructions: “Take 
nothing for the journey except a 
staff – no bread, no bag, no money 
in your belts. 

The staff is the Word of God. 
Bring the Scriptures to the people.

9 Wear sandals.
Get moving at once, this is 

urgent business. 
13 Cure the sick
Bring physical, emotional and 

spiritual healing to all.
11 And if any place will not 

welcome you or listen to you, 
shake the dust off your feet when 
you leave. 

Do not be discouraged when 
you fail. Keep going 
enthusiastically. God walks beside 
you as you follow Jesus on the 
Way letting your walking be your 
preaching.

What is the vision of your ministry?
The vision is for all the depart-
ments of the Archdiocese to work 
together as a unit.
How long have you been a vicar?
I was appointed in 2013. It has 
taken a while to get it off the 
ground and to come up with a new 
approach to unite the departments.
What does your job entail?
Meeting with heads of department 
and vicars within the Archdiocese 
to see where, how and why we 
should work together. 
What other portfolios do you 
hold? I am parish priest at St 
Charles, Victory Park.
Do you love what you are doing? 
Yes, it gets the mind working – 
anything for the greater glory of 
God.
Successes and challenges? To get 
the greater picture of the portfolio. 
Departments are meeting on 11 
August, so we will know only after 
that meeting if we are having 
successes.

VICAR FOR PASTORAL ACTION
Fr James Ralston OMI
Every month ADNews will be interviewing a different 
vicar to learn about what it is they do.

Was it what you expected? It’s a 
bigger job than I thought it would 
be as it is quite intricate. However, 
if we don’t try, we will not win. 
What qualities are required for 
this position? The Archbishop and 
Vicar General must have identified 
something hidden in me. I would 
say the ability to get on and work 
well with others.
Which departments do you work 
closely with? We work with all the 
departments, but closely with the 
Department of Evangelisation.
Why is this ministry important? 
To show that as God’s people we 
are united, irrespective of  back-
ground, race and parish and that we 
are all under the guidance and aus-
pices of Archbishop Buti Tlhagale. 
What do you do in your spare 
time? I am passionate about 
classical music and participate in 
the Johannesburg Symphony Choir. 
So my Wednesday evenings are 
dedicated to rehearsals. I use my 
God-given instrument – my voice 
to sing.               Lerato Mohone 
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The Soweto Altar Servers Guild was 
inaugurated on 11 July at St Peter 
Claver, Pimville. Brs Phuti Makgabo 
and Sefako Santawana opened the 
proceedings by leading with 
reflections inspired by Luke 22: 
14-20, during the veneration of the 
Blessed Sacrament. “With every 
moment spent with Christ, we grow 
spiritually,” Br Phuti said. After the 
divine praises, the divine mercy 
chaplet was said. 

Mass was celebrated by parish 
priest and dean, Fr Patrick Mase-
lwane OMI with Spiritual Director,  
Fr Francis Muturi AJ concelebrating. 
They were assisted by Deacon 
Eugene Moshe. 

“The church has given us  
St Stephen as our patron saint. He 
died for the sake of his faith, giving 
you and me an example to follow. 
Imitate him by being a witness to 
the living God through our service 
in the altar,” said Fr Francis during 
his homily. 

“We can also emulate patron saint 
of servers, St Tarcisius in how he 
devoted himself to God and ensur-
ing he fulfilled his responsibilities of 
taking the Blessed Sacrament to the 
sick. Let humility and strong faith be 
the pillars of this guild,” he said.  

  Fr Patrick advised the servers to 
be wary of the people they mixed 
with. He encouraged them to pray 
the Rosary.

Companions of St Angela’s 
novices, Kgomotso Majaofi and 
Kgatatso Phiri spoke on conse-
crated life, Kgothatso having 

Lehlohonolo Malgas, Generations 
star JT Medupe, Ephraim Ndweni 
and Moeketsi Bohop

Sacred Heart 
Men’s Retreat
Sacred Heart Villa was abuzz 
with Sacred Heart men from all 
over the Archdiocese during their 
annual retreat on 26 to 28 June. 
The retreat master was Fr Similo 
Mngadi, spokesperson of the 
Southern African Catholics 
Bishops Conference. Ephraim 
Ndweni of St Anthony of Padua, 
in the Vaal Deanery, described the 
occasion as a wonderful 
experience, with a combination of 
preaching, teaching and healing. 
Music was the order of the day, 
which kept them warm and 
electrified throughout the 
weekend.

Lebo WA Majahe

The St Vincent de Paul Society 
(SVDP) of St Patrick’s, La 

Rochelle held its annual six-a-side 
soccer day on 13 June at Marist 
Brother’s College, Linmeyer. It 
turned out to be a day of fun and 
frolic. A total of 16 teams took part, 
with ages ranging from five to 30. 
Every single player on the day 
walked away with a prize. There 
was plenty to eat and drink.  
    SVDP, which is affiliated to St. 
Patrick’s, is responsible for feeding 
almost 500 families on a monthly 
basis and runs two soup kitchen on 
a weekly basis for the poor and 
needy people in the south. It also 
distributes used clothes and shoes.  
Any donations of non-perishable 

Ambassador Linda Thomas-
Greenfield, a deputy 

secretary in the US Department 
of State, visited the anti-retroviral 
clinic at Nazareth House, which 
has been supported by PEPFAR, 
the US President’s Emergency 
Plan for AIDS Relief since 2004. 
Several thousand patients, many 
of them foreign nationals, have 
received life-giving, anti-
retroviral drugs.

PEPFAR funding for Nazareth 
House ended in May, and the 
clinic is now supported by the 
Gauteng Department of Health.

Much to the delight of the Carmel sisters in Benoni, Jesuit Fathers Nicolas King 
and Russell Pollitt celebrated mass for them during a retreat. The two priests  
are seen here with the Carmel sisters and friends who attended the mass.

A special Mass

Photo: Sanet Karam

Fr Emil Blaser, the Radio 
Veritas Station manager, 
has, on many occasions, 

said that the station is broke. A 
plea was made at the 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council 
meeting held on Saturday, 11 July, 
to Catholics to take pride in their 
faith and start supporting the 
station.

 Radio Veritas is currently the 
only Catholic radio station broad-
casting in South Africa. The 
station is battling to meet its cost 
of about R130 000 monthly to 
run. 

“Sometimes we are so stranded 
because there is no money avail-
able to pay Sentech for the 
licence, that we cannot pay 
salaries,” said Fr Emil.

  He is desperately trying to get 
sponsors for programs, or 
advertisers, but this has proven to 
be a very difficult task as most 

Radio Veritas needs financial support
corporates don’t support religious 
organisations, Fr Emil explained.

    The Dominican priest urges 
fellow priests to promote Radio 
Veritas to their congregants, and 
other Catholics, to make them 
aware of the station.

  There are various fundraisers 
currently running, with a major 
one being the Saints of Italy 
pilgrimage raffle, which offers a 
prize worth R80 000 for two 
people and a R2000 spending  
money. The tickets cost R300 and 
only 2 000 tickets will be sold, so 
the chances of winning are good.

 To support this initiative, SMS  
the word “Italy” and your name 
to 41809 or call 0116634700. 
Other believers are also requested 
to make monthly contributions by 
signing up on www.radioveritas.
co.za/index.php/donate-now.

Lebo WA Majahe

From left: Sylvia Simpwalo, clinic manager and professional nurse, 
ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield, Sr Alison Munro, SACBC AIDS 
Office and Nancy Knight, Country Director, Centres for Disease Control, 
Pretoria.

Visit to 
Nazareth House

Fr Francis Muturi AJ, with altar 
servers unveiling the guild’s 
banner

New altar servers’ guild
graduated from being an altar server 
herself. 

Also there to offer support were  
Fr Thabo Motshegwa and semi-
narians, Brs Thabo Mashokwe and 
Kgothatso Ngonyela.

The objectives of the guild are to 
ensure the highest standards of 
serving during the church’s liturgical 
celebrations, to unite altar servers 
from different parishes in Soweto, to 
deepen the response to God’s call, 
especially towards priesthood and 
religious life, to help instil a spirit of 
prayer and reverence, to help deepen 
their faith and knowledge about the 
church’s teachings and to evangelise 
other young people.    

Lerato Mohone 

Raising funds for the poor in the south

goods, or cash donations, would 
be  gratefully received. All cash 
donations can be made to: 
Account name: Society of Saint 
Vincent De Paul FNB
Account no: 62457006073  
Branch code: 259605

For further details, please 
contact Erica - (082) 927-7365, 
Brandon (072) 215-3650 or  
Walter (082) 561-1352 


