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EXCLUSIVE
During an exclusive visit by ADNews, all the 
people we interviewed, from mentors, col-
leagues, family and pupils described Benedict as 
a man of prayer, who had a passion for educa-
tion and was very involved in charitable works, 
sports and uplifting his community in the 

Mbahe village.  
Benedict was not 
born Catholic. After 
his father passed 
away, he sought 
employment during 
school holidays  
in Johannesburg, 
where he befriended 
a young white 
Catholic who intro-
duced him to the 
faith. Upon returning 

guilty to two counts of attempted murder.
Ines was forced to move into a shelter 

for battered women as she could not 
afford to pay her rent, but three months 
later, they asked her to move.

She says she is very happy in her new 
home.

Support Ines Account Details 
Bank: FNB 
Account Number: 6 2 5 0 8 1 4 6 9 8 4
Branch Code: 2 5 4 0 0 5
Branch: Norwood

Telephone (011) 402 6400 • www.catholicjhb.org.za
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Funds needed to help young 
Catholic acid attack victim

Ines Antonio, a young Catholic from 
Mozambique who became the victim of 
an acid attack in November 

last year, has moved into the 
Bienvenu shelter in Yeoville.

Ines’ former boyfriend 
poured acid over her after  
she rejected him. She spent 
months in hospital and had to 
undergo several skin grafts. She 
faces years of surgery.

The Chancery’s department of 
refugees has been attempting to assist 
her to get her surgery completed as soon 
as possible. The Chris Hani Baragwanath 
Hospital helped her initially, but they are 
unable to complete the operations until 
October next year.

All that Ines wants to do is to be able to 
finish her matric, which she was writing 
just before the attack occurred, and to get 
a job for herself and her four year-old 
daughter, who is also the child of the 
attacker, Jan Pieterse (45).

He has been in jail since his arrest in 
early December. He has pleaded not 

HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES
The Vicar General, Fr Duncan Tsoke, 
Chancery and ADNews staff would 
like to pass our sincere condolences 
to Archbishop Buti Tlhagale on the 
passing of his sister, Faith Motla-
lepule ‘Granny’ Lekgutle (née 
Tlhagale) on Friday, 14 August. She 
had been very ill for some time.
We assure you of our supportive 
prayers at this time and may her soul 
rest in eternal peace.

The time has almost arrived. 
The beatification of Benedict 
Daswa is upon us. 

 ADNews went on a journey to 
Thohoyandou seeking, not only to 
find out who Benedict Dawsa really 
was, but to see how far advanced 
preparations are for this massive 
event which is expected to be 
attended by some 30 000 people.

The beatification is set to take 
place on Sunday, 13 September at 
the Benedict Daswa Shrine site in 
Tshitanini village, about 17km from 
the Thohoyandou stadium. On the 
eve of the beatification, there will 
be a programme of prayers where 
Bishop Victor Phalana will lead a 
healing service. Because most of 
the people who will be attending 
the service will be campers, people 
who have booked accommodation 
in neighbouring towns and villages 
are advised to make it early to the 
Benedict Daswa shrine site.  They 
are encouraged to be seated by 
07:00 as the opening ceremony will 
begin at 07:30. Bishop Emeritus, 
Hugh Patrick Slattery will convene 
with a special prayer of the church 
in honour of Benedict Daswa from 
09:00. The beatification mass, led by 
His Eminence, Cardinal Angelo 
Amato, Prefect of the Congregation 
for Saints’ Causes will begin at 
10:00. For directions visit  
www.daswabeatification.org.za.

The son of South African 
soil soon to be beatified

home, he underwent catechesis 
offered by Benedict Risimati, who, 
after the death of his wife, became 
a priest.

We were taken on a tour of the 
village, from the church and school 
he helped to build, to the place 
where he sacrificed his life for his 
religious principles.

Our guide, Chris Mphaphuli, a 
friend of Benedict’s, took us on the 

route Benedict travelled on the 
night he met his cruel death.

It was two acts of kindness that 
took him on that road.

He took a relative and her child to 
the doctor. On the way home, he 
met a neighbour carrying a big bag 
of mielie meal and he offered him a 
lift. It was then that he was spotted 
and the ambush planned.

On his way back, a branch was 
cut off a tree and laid across the 
road. He was forced to stop his car 
and was soon surrounded by a mob.

He fled to a nearby house which 
was also a shebeen and was chased 
out. He ran to the next door house, 
but was again chased away. As he 
left, the crowd converged on him 
and one person hit him on the 

head, splitting his head open with a 
knob-kerrie, killing him instantly.

Some of the suspects, which 
included fellow teachers who were 
jealous of him, were arrested, but 
released. All of them have subse-
quently died from various causes.

To this day, some of their families 
are not happy about the beatifica-
tion although the Daswa family has 
forgiven them.

Daswa had seven children at the 
time of his death. His wife was preg-
nant with his eighth child. All, 
except one, live in South Africa. One 
is a nursing sister living in the UK.

Fr Augustine O’Brien who 
baptized Benedict will be present at 
the beatification.

 
This is what people had to say 
about Benedict Daswa …

Lufuno Daswa, his eldest son:
My memory of my father is that of  
a humble man whom everybody 
liked. “I certainly miss the gatherings 
we used to hold each Christmas 
where we would get stationery for 
presents and new school uniform 
from him. My father never wanted 
us to go short of anything we 
needed for school. Parties at home 
were always wonderful as all our 
relatives would come.” For years 
after his father’s passing, Lufuno  
said he would dream of him having 
come back. Life after Benedict’s 
passing was not easy, particularly  
for him, his siblings, grandmother 
and uncle. “To be identified as a son 
of a possible saint is not child’s play. 
As the eldest son, there is a lot of 
expectation from me and it is not 
easy. This beatification has brought 
interest in us finding out more 
about our father, as he died when 
we were very small,” he said.

Chris Mphaphuli: “I was Benedict 
Daswa’s friend. It was Benedict who 
encouraged me to pursue a career 
in teaching. I wanted to be a doctor. 
We worked closely together on 
matters of the parish. What always 
comes to my mind when I think of 
Benedict is the utmost love he 
showed to his wife and family. He 
would often help his wife with 
domestic chores, something which 
is often taboo in our culture. I am 

Continued on page 10

Above: The grave from  
where Benedict will be  
exhumed and laid to rest at  
the church in Mbahe.
Above right: Bishop of Tzaneen,  
Joao Rodrigues.
Above far right: Bishop Emeritus, 
Hugh Slattery who has been involved 
in the beatification of Benedict.

Above: Lufuno Daswa, Benedict's 
oldest son, pictured with the poster of 
his father's beatification.

The Assumption of Mary Church, 
Mbahe Village which Benedict 
Daswa helped to build.

Benedict’s mother, 
Ida Daswa.

Pics by Tim Bernard
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Edenvale – 011 609 7246
First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of 
Blessed Sacrament 1 hour before at 

Our Lady of the Angels Chapel.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00 
at St Anne Road, Hurlyvale, Edenvale.

Our Lady of 
the Angels 
Chapel

Randburg Gandhi Square 
18 Peter Place 3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of from 10:30-12:00 
each month from    
10:30-12:00

Marie Nichol 011 618-2489

Donate 
Help the Culture of Life Apostolate 

help pregnant women in crisis.
Contact Raphael Lallu 

079 779-5596 / 071 832-1386
fundraising@cultureoflife.co.za

www.cultureoflife.co.za

Pray outside the abortion facilities

PRH WORKSHOPS
14-18 September, Observatory

Leading My Life
2-6 October, Observatory

My Relational Life Today
Verena Kennerknecht

011 648-3456 /072-375-9053

Family Life Theme
Committed to marriage

For more www.marfam.org.za/blog

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday

Sung Chaplet of The Divine Mercy

Could you not spend 
 an hour with me?

Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.

Enquiries 074-193-0449
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Pope’s Intentions: September
General. That opportunities for education 

and employment may increase for all young 

people.
Missionary.  That catechists may give wit-

ness by living in a way consistent with the 

faith they proclaim.

CONFIRMATIONS

St Anne’s Home 
for Aged Women,

Edenvale, has accommodation 
available. A CWL project.

Call Sister Jean: (011) 453-4667 

Free Notices
Send event notices by 10 August to  

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
Next ADNews is due on  

Sunday 4 October

Community Masses

Zambian Community at 11:30 
 on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194 
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831

charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community at 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month 
Cathedral of Christ the King

Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
at 14:00 on last Sunday of each month 

St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Nigerian Community at 11:30
on 2nd Sunday of each month 

at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean 
Community in Amharic at 12:30

on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville

followed by Bible Study.
Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185

 hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Francophone Community at 11:15
on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month

Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 at

Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community 

Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu
076-211-5232

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West 
Contact Deborah Mothopeng  

082 454-4732

Deaf Community
2nd Sunday of each month

Saturday 26 September 10:30 - 15:00

Christian Morality
Training for catechists & all faithful.
Session 6 Fr Alex Muanã, Social Life.

St Francis Parish, Vanderbijlpark
Book with catechetics department.

Saturday 5 September 11:00 - 15:00

Christian Morality
Training for catechists & all faithful.
Session 6 Fr Alex Muanã, Social Life.

Our Lady of Fatima, Dube.
Session 7, Toni Rowland,  

Honouring God, Honouring Family.
Cathedral Place.

Book with catechetics department.
Are you called to be  
a diocesan priest?

Contact Vicar for vocations,
Father Thabo 082 824 6394
Facebook Thabo Motshegwa
Vocations secretary Susan

Join the discernment group 
on Sunday 27 September

Adoption, 
the loving option.
CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533 

or adoptions@mweb.co.za

www.adoptions.org.za

Wednesday 23 September 10:00
Morning of recollection for 

diocesan clergy at Mazenod Centre

Pray for our priests and deacons

Charismatic Community
All-night vigil

from 20:00 on last Saturday of each 
month to Sunday at 05:00

Cathedral of Christ the King

Engaged? Congratulations!
Now is the time to talk to  
your parish priest about  

marriage preparation
Catholic Engaged Encounter  
info@engagedencounter.co.za

Contact Bev 082-556-3880

Saturday 12 September 14:00-17:00

Contemplative Outreach
St Charles, Victory Park.

Enquiries: Heather 011 782-8094  
or 082-450-1912

Patronal Feasts in September
5th Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, Crystal Park
8th  Our Lady’s Birthday, All Marian parishes
9th St Peter Claver, Pimville, (1928)
14th Holy Cross, Zola, (1960)
15th  Mater Doloroso, Kensington South, (1956); Our Lady 

of Dolours, Carletonville, (1956) and Our Lady of Sor-
rows, Nigel, (1939)

20th  St Andrew Kim, Midrand Korean, (2008)
24th  Our Lady of Mercy, Emndeni, (1964); Springs, (1920)
26th  Ss Cosmas & Damian, Cosmo City, 2008
27th St Vincent de Paul, Sodality.
29th St Gabriel, Khutsong, (1961) and St Michael,  

Meadowlands, (1973)
30th  St Jerome, Houghton Croatian (1993)

4 October Marriage Sunday
SACBC Family Life Marriage Campaign

COMMITTED TO MARRIAGE
Contact Fr Sakhi Mofokeng

smofokeng@sacbc.org.za / 012 323-6458

Community Notice Board

Enter the 94.7 Cycle Challenge
 Ride for a Purpose - raise funds and 

awareness for San Salvador Home 
Contact Ann Pearton 083-660-5608

Ride for a Purpose - raise funds for 
Divine Mercy Pregnancy Crisis Homes 

Contact Marilyn 084-461-2592

SCHOENSTATT
FAMILY MOVEMENT

 Saturdays 08:00 Mass in the Shrine
Thursdays 17:30 Exposition & Holy 

Hour
Sundays 12:00 Exposition 

1st Saturday of the month 07:00  
Covenant Hour, Rosary and Meditation
CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD

BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446

Saturday 5 September 09:00 -13:00
Retreat for Ushers
Cathedral Place, Liturgy Dept

Saturday 5 September 11:30
Mass at 08:00

Johannesburg archdiocese

FESTIVAL
catholic Music association

Cosmo City Multipurpose Centre
Entrance fee at door.

Info: Martin Seja 079-880-0034 
or Tseli Seboka 083-212-6879

Communications Sunday
20 September

Altar servers at St Theresa, Zondi
Fr Victor Ngwenya at St Theresa, Zondi with altar  
servers making their pledges.         Pic by Victor Makhoba.

Parish priest, Fr Joseph Matsau 
with Archbishop Buti Tlhagale.

Confirmations were held at Blessed 
Isidore Bakanja, Protea Glen in July.

His Grace, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale will administer the 
Sacrament of Confirmation to young people of the following 
parishes in September. Pray for them.
Fri 4 18:00 St Thomas Lenasia
Sat 5  17:30 Holy Angels Bez Valley
Sun 6  09:00 St Theresa Zondi
Fri 11  18:00 Blessed Sacrament Malvern
Wed 16  18:30 Immaculate Conception Rosebank
Fri 18  18:00 St Charles Victory Park
Sat 19  17:00 St Margaret Diepkloof
Sun 20  10:30 St Anthony of Padua Evaton West
Fri 25  18:30 Mater Dolorosa Kensington South
Sat 26  18:00 St John the Baptist Brakpan
Sun 27 09:30 St Francis of Assisi Yeoville

... Protea Glen

CONFIRMATIONS

Candidates with the liturgy  
coordinator, Hilda Mohlala

CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL
Teaching Workshop

Led by Fr Joseph Wilson
19 September 09.30 -16.00
All Prayer Groups Welcome

Contact Charity 074 968 28 31

DIVORCE CARE
Saturdays 14:00-16:00 

5 September to 28 November 
Group therapy for help & healing. 

St John the Apostle, Florida
Nicky Nicky.Omar@gmail.com

082-851-9649 or Steph 082-766-0810 
stephanieenakennedy@gmail.com

www.divorcecare.org

Beatification of
Benedict Daswa
Sunday 13 September

Tshitanini near Thohoyandou
Be seated by 7 am

GRIEFSHARE 
A weekly programme and support 
group for people who are grieving 

the death of a loved one.
Next programme starts 5 September 

at 11.00 at St. John the Apostle 
parish Centre, Florida

Contact Yvonne 083 695 4016 or 
Mildred 082 923 9022

Saturday 19 September 12:00-16:00

THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS
Elitism in the Levitical Priesthood. 

Sacredness of Time
Scripture in its Jewish context.

Bring Bibles and packed lunch.
Holy Family College, Parktown

Bernadette Chellew, 082-760-0809 or 
e-mail btrnchellew@gmail.com

Catholic Women’s League

SPRING FETE
Sunday 6 September

9 am – 4 pm
De La Salle Holy Cross College

Road No 3, Victory Park
CWL office Gail 011 618-1533/5

Co-convener Ann Scott
083 449-7914

FAMILY OF GOD COMMUNITY

HEALING SEMINAR
Tuesday evenings, 

1 SEPT – 20 OCT 2015 
7.30 – 9.30 pm

St Charles’ Parish Hall, Victory Park
Marieke 082 399 1419/011 402 6400   

or Paul 083 251 8783

MODERN FAMILY WORKSHOP
Hosted by the Youth & Family Depts

5 September from 11.00
Parish of Resurrection, Bryanston.

Contact Dillon Naicker 011 402 6400

Justice & Peace 
Sunday

20 September

20 September
Catechetical Sunday

“Families, faith communities 
and catechists nurturing 

faith together”

Radio Veritas Celebrating 
Our Catholic Heritage
Cathedral of Christ the King

24 September 10:00 
 Mahadi Buthelezi 083 992 0387

Saturday 6 October 09:00 -15:00
Altar Servers Workshop

Cathedral Place
Liturgy Department

Saturday 3 October  09:00-16:30
BREAD FOR THE JOURNEY

Unit 3 of Gospel of Mark
Cathedral Place

Please bring own lunch
Teresa Wilsnagh 011 435 7488

CATHOLIC BIBLE FOUNDATION of SA

Charismatic Mass Brakpan
Saturday 26 September 17h30

St John the Baptist Church
Celebrant Fr. Kieran Birmingham

Contact : Joan Paul 0824932629
jbpaul@iburst.co.za

Heritage Day 
24 September 10:00

CARE FOR 
OUR COMMON HOME

A Melville Koppies Walk
Starting at the Baptist church 
corner 5th Street & 7th Ave

Melville (East Melville Koppies)
Please bring a toiletry gift for those 

sheltered from human-trafficking 
& domestic violence

Chancery
011 402-6400

For all departments

 Sunday 
13 September 10:00

Talks, witness, workshop 
15:00 Mass 

Bring packed lunch 
Children welcome. Child care available.
CNR FLORENCE & VAN BUUREN RD

BEDFORDVIEW 011 455-5446
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first WYD in 1985 are present-day 
church elders, leaders, religious and 
priests. His establishment of WYD 
was a testament to his love for, and 
relationship with, the youth.  Who 
can forget his response when the 
youth shouted out how much they 
loved him at one of the WYD 
events? “JPII, we love you,” they 
shouted. “Perhaps I love you more,” 
the Pontiff responded. 

Despite the differences between 
him and the youth in both age and 
culture, he maintained a strong 
relationship with them throughout 
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

Keeping the youth 
in the church

Do you have a question  
about the Liturgy?
You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 31087, 
 Braamfontein, 2017 
• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 
• fax 011 402-6406

These days, most of your 
questions come by e-mail, 
so it made a nice change to 

receive a long, hand-written letter 
from a reader. She raises several 
concerns about young people and 
says: “… this has been troubling 
me for a very long time, and I can 
assure you, Father, I am not the 
only one feeling this way.”
A lot of youth are leaving the 
church. A few that I’ve spoken to 
complain that the Mass is boring, 
the singing is pathetic, and the 
sermons don’t do anything for 
them. Can it be that our priests do 
not prepare their sermons, or it 
that too much to ask?
I am going to share something that 
may shock you… I sometimes 
think that if I were not a priest, I 
would not go to Sunday Mass! It 
is not often that I get to sit in the 
pew on a Sunday but, when I do, I 
am usually disappointed either by 
the shoddy liturgy, or the poor 
homily, or the weak singing. I 
count myself lucky if I get two out 
of three at the same Mass!

I am now middle-aged and set 
in my ways, but young people are 
free agents. They strive for 
something better, and when they 
don’t feel ownership in a local 
parish, they are inclined to look 
elsewhere. But this does not have 
to be the case. There are many 
parishes in this Archdiocese with 
vibrant youth groups and youth 
outreach. These places afford 
young people a chance to build 
community outside of Mass and 
their resulting dynamism and 
sense of Catholic identity is then 
celebrated within masses which 
use contemporary musical styles, 
whether these be African choruses 
or American Gospel music. 
When one goes to a Protestant 
church one has to admire the way 
the whole congregation takes part 
in the singing. Not so in the 
Catholic Church. Why have the 
hymns changed so drastically? We 
used to sing special hymns for 
different seasons of the year such 
as Lent: hymns that touched you.
Yes, Catholic hymn singing can be 
pretty bad, at least in suburban 
parishes, but it doesn’t have to be 
that way. Congregations with very 
good liturgical music usually pay 
the organist or choir director. A 
good musician will introduce new 
Mass settings and hymns, and 
gradually widen the people’s 
repertoire. Perhaps a new tune can 
be introduced as an instrumental. 
A few weeks later, once the people 
are familiar with the tune, a choir 
could sing the words as a post-
communion reflection. It will not 
be long before the whole 
congregation is able to join in. 
Most traditional hymns are written 
in verses according to a certain 
“measure”. This means that well-

known tunes can be used for 
several sets of words and the 
words can change as the liturgical 
year progresses.
I do understand that without the 
Mass there is no church, so the 
Mass is the most important thing. 
Telling that to the youth is another 
matter.
Yes, proper liturgical music will 
not be enough to keep the youth in 
church. They require a sense of 
belonging and a subtle, on-going 
education in what it means to be a 
Catholic Christian. Sadly, many 
kids do not get a well-rounded 
catechetical training. This may be 
because catechism ranks below 
their other extra-curriculum 
activities, or because parishes 
struggle to keep good catechists. 
Yet even the best education in the 
importance of the liturgy and the 
sacraments will be undermined if 
the priest and ministers do not 
make the Sunday Mass an 
engaging and beautiful act of 
worship, or if parents fail to show 
their kids that the liturgy is the 
highlight of their Sunday, not 
something to get “done and 
dusted” before getting down to 
what really engages them: shop-
ping, braais and sport on DStv.

There is no quick fix that will 
ensure that young people remain 
constant in their practice of the 
faith, but let us conclude here with 
the following observations: [1] 
each parish should strive to be a 
place where all age groups find a 
home. The “golden oldies” 
sometimes need to make room for 
the young.  [2] Sunday Mass 
should be beautiful, meaningful 
and seasonal. Priests and deacons 
need to craft and fine-tune their 
homilies. [3] Young people pick 
up on the attitudes and priorities 
of their elders. What is your 
family’s approach to catechism 
and Sunday observance? When 
last did you volunteer your 
services at the parish? 
A note to readers from Father 
Plastow:
Although this is a column about 
the liturgy, these days I am getting 
a lot of questions relating to 
morality, interpretation of 
scripture, and Canon Law. I am 
not always the best person to ask 
about these things, so perhaps you 
might consider sending such 
questions to one of the other 
ADNews columnists. 

Justice and Peace 
works with  
16 police stations 
on gender-based 
violence 

In February this year, a three- 
day workshop was organised 
by the Justice and Peace 

department, and facilitated by 
WGL Development Institute. 
The purpose of the workshop 
was to capacitate parishes 
working on gender-based 
violence on how to conduct 
surveys. Some 31 J&P volunteers 
from 11 parishes in seven 
deaneries attended the workshop.  

Since then, the number of 
parishes that are working on 
gender-based violence have 
increased from 11 to 16. In July, 
all these parishes agreed to 
organise workshops or talks on 
positive masculinity. Justice and 
Peace will work with men’s 
forums inviting men from 
parishes and communities to 
participate.  

We have received support from 
the Provincial Police Commis-
sioner to work with police 
stations in these 16 parishes.                                  
Charmaine Khawula, Fieldworker for the 

Far and Near East Rand Deaneries

J&Pstaff underwent training at 
the Koinonia Retreat and 

Conference Centre from 7 to 9 August. 
It was attended by 29 Justice and Peace 
members representing 27 parishes from 

six deaneries, as well as J&P Staff.
Fr Mokesh Morar conducted a session on the spirituality of J&P 

and linking J&P with our faith. The Saturday morning mass theme 
was: “Walking with Jesus, like Mary,” the focus being on Women’s 
Month and the Assumption of Mary.

Caroline Ntaopane from ActionAid facilitated a training session on 
report writing. The objective was to strengthen existing groups so that 
they meet regularly, plan and implement action for justice in their 
communities, and then write reports of actions undertaken. 
On the last day the workshop, it was agreed to establish a 
communication committee which will be represented by all 
deaneries of the Archdiocese. Participants at the training 
gained enough confidence to produce this article as a result 
of skills acquired from the training.  

J&P trainees

On 26 July, the World Youth 
Day (WYD) 2016 aspiring 
pilgrims of our Archdiocese 

gathered yet again at Trinity Hall, 
Braamfontein. The theme of the 
encounter was the life of Pope St 
John Paul II. The celebration of his 
legacy is especially appropriate as 
WYD 2016 will take place in his 
homeland, Poland. He is also one of 
the patron saints of this huge 
event. Incidentally, among many of 
his great achievements was the 
establishment of WYD in 1985, an 
event that brings t ogether Catholic 
youths from all parts of the world 
to encounter the Pope, one another 
and, most importantly, God.

It was Pope St John Paul II who 
attributed great importance to the 
youth in the church. One of the 
things he used to say was that the 
youth of today is the church of 
tomorrow. He rightly said this, as 
the same youth that attended that 

his papacy. He was entirely truthful 
and “real” with the youth without 
alienating them with traditional 
ideas and teachings of the church. 
He didn’t water down the Gospel or 
compromise, but always respect-
fully, with love, challenged the 
youth to strive to be more than 
they were, to be more than the 
world expected them to be. 

Pope St John Paul II is also 
famous for being the great “Mercy 
Pope.” He had a great devotion to 
the Divine Mercy. He even 
instituted Divine Mercy Sunday on 
the same day he canonised St 
Faustina.  This devotion of his was 
certainly put to the test when he 
was shot four times in 1981 in St 
Peter’s square. The shooter was 
sentenced to life imprisonment for 
the attempt but after his recovery, 
the Pope pardoned his would-be 
assassin and developed a 
friendship with him. In doing this, 
he demonstrated his commitment 
to the beatitude that is the theme 
for WYD 2016: “Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall receive 
mercy.”         Deliwe R. Mthembu

Youth Mercy

Justice and Peace 
report-writing training

MSA1101b

Sr Carmel 

082 543 9778
srcarmel@wizz.co.za

of the Assumption
The Missionary Sisters

Join us as a sister and bring
healing and joy to our world

The group that attended the J&P report-
writing course.
 
Maria Phungula-Bester from St Joseph the 
Worker, Boipatong, a member of J&P. 

Luca Manzella from Malvern
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WAYS INTO PRAYER

The joy of going 
on a retreat
Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South 
Africa, explores Ignatian Spirituality.

‘Come to me all you who labour 
and are overburdened and I will 
give you rest.’

Living in Johannesburg some-
times seems to overwhelm me, 
and I have lived here all my life. 
In my heart I dream (as I think 
many Joburgers do) of a quiet, sea 
town existence with NO traffic! I 
especially dream of this as I battle 
through the inner city on my way 
to work each morning.

For many years now I have 
found that making an annual 
silent retreat is the answer to my 
own need to re-ground myself. 
Before I had children, I used to 
make residential silent retreats at 
retreat centres. Now, with 
children, I tend to look for a Week 
of Guided Prayer at a local parish 
(a way of making a directed 
retreat in daily life). However, for 
anyone who can afford to be away 
from family commitments for a 
few days, the peace and 
regeneration of a residential 
retreat is an amazing gift to 
oneself and to God.

The idea of a retreat is to step 
into the monastic tradition of the 
church for a few days. Retreat 
centres provide a place where I 
can go to be in silence. There the 
basic needs of food and shelter are 
taken care of by someone else and 
there is time and silence to 
reconnect with God and with 
myself.

Here I am left alone for most of 
the day in silence, but each day I 
get to meet and have a conversa-
tion with my director. Initially I 
may talk about what is going on in 
my life - the various relationships, 
the stresses at work, everything 
that is of importance to me. 
Woven into all of this, the director 
asks me about where I am aware 
of the God in my life. Then the 
director suggests a few passages 
of scripture for prayer till I meet 
with him/her the next day. 

Slowly, as the days pass, I find 
that I was able to process in 
prayer many of the stresses that I 
carry in my normal life. At the 
same time, my awareness of God 

deepens. Partly, as in any other 
relationship, this is because in a 
retreat I am actually spending a 
lot more time aware of God in 
prayer. 

I always find when I emerge 
from a time of retreat that I have 
a deep sense of meaning and 
purpose and that I am far more 
myself. In a way, going on 
retreat is like falling in love.  
Life becomes more intense, the 
grass is greener, the birds sing 
sweeter, I am more aware of the 
wonder of God’s love in all 
things. 

For me these annual retreats 
(whether in daily life or in a 
residential retreats setting) are 
more restorative than a holiday. 
Like a holiday, I live at a 
different slower pace, but I am 
also taking time to consciously 
focus on God and my 
relationship with God. In this 
process of deepening prayer, my 
whole life is re-orientated back 
towards my Creator and Lord 
and, as a result I find myself 
re-energised to return to the 
commitments of my normal life.

If you would like to find out 
more about the retreat ministry 
please contact Margaret m.
backwell@jesuitinstitute.org.za 
or call a local retreat centre.

Letters to the Editor

Funding a Marian Shrine and Radio Veritas
I refer to the recent articles in the ADNews about the financial plight of 
Radio Veritas and, separately,  the calls by the Archbishop and others to 
consider the funding of a Marian Shrine.  

With no offence to the Archbishop and the Archdiocese, I would like 
to ask why would all the parishes be asked to contribute to the building 
of a Marian Shrine (wonderful idea, don’t get me wrong), while our 
Radio Veritas is drowning for want of funds to keep it going.  Once that 
goes what is next ?

Most of our parishes like my own, have a grotto and a statue of Mary 
in a garden, and it is used on an on-going basis.  I, living in Kempton 
Park, would not drive all the way to wherever to go to the new shrine.  
Why is more help not being given from the top to assist Radio Veritas, 
which, by the way, is wonderful for the housebound and lonely people 
out there.                                                                                  

Lorraine Cowling

We were raised Catholic; 
embracing the culture of 
the Church and going 

through the various stages in our 
lives. 

We all embrace the order of the 
Holy Mass, the Sacraments, and 
the laws and the culture of the 
Catholic Faith. The idea has 
always fascinated us that although 
we sing the same songs, worship 
the same God, and say the same 
prayers, we go home to our own 
families. 

We go home to our own culture 
and customs which are unique. 
They say a great deal about who 
we are – that is our identity.

As Catholics, we must not lose 
sight of the bigger picture, that we 
are children of the same faith, the 
same Father in Heaven. In South 
Africa, we may differ in our 
eleven official languages, our 
heritage and cultures, but we are 
united in faith. 

Very often, people may look 
down on other cultures or customs 

as being backwards and they lose 
sight of the valuable lesson of life 
itself. We often discriminate 
against those who are not the same 
as us and who do not do the same 
things as we do. We must always 
make it a point to learn from 
different cultures’ life lessons and 
the wisdom that has been passed 
down from generation to 
generation since time immemorial. 

In the month of September this 
year, especially as we celebrate 
our heritage and our culture, let us 
remember also to acknowledge 
our father in faith, Abraham. 
Through him all the families of 

Unity in cultural diversity in 
the Catholic Church

The Gender of God
A universal campaign has started which encourages Christians who so 
choOse, to believe that Almighty God is a woman.  However, if espoused, 
this belief will, for its adherents, abolish the concept of the Holy Trinity, 
whose first and second members are “God the Father” and “God the Son.”  
It is thus extraordinary that, in its issue for Trinity Sunday, the publication 
“Catholic Link” stated that “strictly speaking, we cannot attach any 
gender to God.”  Hopefully, this statement is not a spin-off from the 
aforesaid campaign, and is not supported by the South African Catholic 
Church, which should nevertheless dissociate itself therefrom.

Damian McLeish

Why are bible studies not offered  
at Catholic schools?
Thamsanqa Mtselu writes: 

I’m writing this email as a concerned Catholic about our Catholic 
schools.  I went to a Catholic school from primary to high school. That 
didn’t only give me the best education, but I also grew spiritually. During 
my days at school, we had a subject called Biblical Studies.  I am 
concerned that this subject is not offered anymore at some Catholic 
schools.

The subject made me understand what the Catholic church wants 
from me and what it means to be a Catholic. That made me grow 
spiritually and have the relationship I have with God.

My question to the Archdiocese is: “What are you doing to introduce 
the subject again into our Catholic schools? This specifically refers to  
our Catholic schools in the townships, with all the social ills in our 
communities, drugs and alcohol abuse.

The Catholic Schools Organisation replies: 
Thank you for your email in which you acknowledge the wonderful 
education you received at a Catholic school and, at the same time, for 
expressing some concern that biblical studies is not offered as a subject 
in some Catholic schools. 

All Catholic schools teach religious education, which includes 
scripture, theology, prayer, personal growth and relationships and moral 
and sacramental education. It lies at the heart of a school’s curriculum 
and reflects the special character of the school as it strives to support 
the church’s evangelising mission. It helps the learner to explore the 
religious dimension of human experience and grow spiritually, as you 
mentioned being important. It seeks to develop the knowledge, skills, 
values and attitudes for a learner to grow towards maturity.  

Therefore the study of scripture is not lost, but is strengthened as 
religious education aims to nurture in the learners their spiritual gifts of 
faith so as to bring awareness, growth, true freedom and healing into 
their daily lives. All schools also offer life skills as an exam subject and, 
together with religious education, and within the ethos of Gospel values, 
strive in the building of responsible and life-giving communities that are 
signs of hope for others. 

Rosa Calaca, Director, Catholic Schools Office, Gauteng

the earth are blessed. Let us also 
remember those good men and 
women in our families who 
influenced and touched many 
lives in the past and those who 
continue to contribute to our lives 
today. It could be your parents, 
grandparents and great 
grandparents. 

In the image and likeness of 
God, we were created. God 
created all of us to be unique and 
to be different from one another.

Let us be united in our diversity 
of culture, language and customs. 
Remember and embrace your 
heritage – it defines who we are. 

Happy Heritage Day!

Rob and Mahadi Buthelezi 

Radio Veritas 
Annual Golf Day
Serengeti Golf Club

27 October. 
Tee-off at 11.00

Contact 
Mahadi Buthelezi 

083 992 0387
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“Some priests have an exces-
sive attachment to family which 
is unacceptable. They even dis-
tribute church things amongst 
their families and that is theft,” 
the Archbishop added. He advised 
the Ndlovu family not to worry 
the newly-ordained priest with 
domestic issues as he is no longer 
their child.  The Cathedral was 
packed to capacity inside and out-
side, with people from neighbour-
ing dioceses in attendance.

 Our seminarians, including 
some from Pretoria, were present.

 In his congratulatory remark, 
Fr Roger Taylor described Rev 
Lawrence as a positive and “larg-
er than life” person, and who was 
a pleasure to know. He conveyed 
regards from fellow colleagues of 
the Reverend in the United 
Kingdom who were not be able to 
join in the occasion.

Lebo WA Majahe

5

ORDINATION

Before God, and in front of family, 
friends and parishioners he will 
serve…

Lawrence Mduduzi Ndlovu 
was ordained to the priest-
hood on Saturday, 25 July. 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale presid-
ed over the solemn mass of the 
ordination, held at the Cathedral. 
Frs Lizwelinjani Mlotshwa, Thabo 
Motshegwa, Duncan Tsoke and 
Roger Taylor, the rector of the 
Allen Hall, Westminster Seminary 
where Lawrence has been study-
ing, were concelebrants.

 Fr Oupa Kgage of the Klerks-
dorp Diocese was the programme 
director. The choir of St Cecilia 
led the singing with their angelic 
voices which got the celebration 
to be the talk of the Archdiocese.

  Mass started with a procession 
and the presentation of the ordi-
nand. After the litany of the 
saints, which got people excited 
as our very own Daswa was 
included in them, Rev Lawrence 
knelt in front of the Archbishop, 
who placed his hands on his head 
to pray for him - a solemn and 
ancient symbol which symbolises 
the invoking of the Holy Spirit. 

In his homily, Archbishop Buti 
posed questions to the ordinand, 
which were aimed at him seeking 
to find out if he is aware of his 
unworthiness and of the commit-
ment he is about to make. The 
Archbishop digressed several 
times offering advice to Rev 
Lawrence on executing his 
responsibilities as a priest. He 
also warned him against being a 
vain priest who lives first for his 
own pleasure, rather than that  
of God. 

The Cathedral was packed to 
capacity on Saturday, 1 August 

when over 500 women were vested 
into the sodality of St Anne. Arch-
bishop Buti was the principal 
celebrant with about 20 more priests 
concelebrating. The Archbishop, in 
his homily, was thankful to see 
young women joining the sodality 
which was previously known as the 

Episcopal Vicar for 
Vocations, Fr Thabo Motshegwa 

congratulates the new priest!

Below: Fr Emil Blaser, Episcopal 
Vicar for Communications blesses  
the new priest.

Presented to the church…

“Worthiness means giving up 
everything, even your family, to 
follow Christ”- Archbishop Buti

Left: The anointing of the hands, sig-
nifying that the hands of the newly-
ordained priest are being prepared 
for the sacred duties of his ministry.

“A sodality is a school where 
you learn how to live the 
virtues of the Gospel” –

Archbishop Buti

Archbishop Buti was all smiles 
during the homily.

A procession into the church  before mass.

sodality of grandmothers. He said he anticipated 
the day when he would see the Cathedral being 
filled by the women of St Anne as evidence that 
St Anne is a role model to others. He told all the 
women present that they should strive to be 
perfect mothers who were beyond reproach  
so that their children would imitate them. 

This year, all were vested, even  
if they had not finished their 
initiation, but they were urged to 
continue and complete  the 
initiation process in their local 
parishes.

 The Archbishop described a 
sodality as a place of learning the 
virtues of friendship and building 
up each other. He added that a 
sodality is intended to allow us to 
be more enthusiastic about our life 
of prayer. The fruits of their work 
should be visible in their parishes 
and community, he said. 

Lebo WA Majahe
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Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  
abortion), Catholics must be told, for 
their eternal welfare, and survival 
of their unborn infants. See www.
epm.org/static/uploads/downloads/
bcpill.pdf CoLA 082 609 6919

Cnr Florence & Van Buuren Rd, Bedfordview
011 455-5146

SUNDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER
10h00 “The Family – Image of the Trinity” Deacon Greg Garnie
10h45 “Reconciliation in the Family” by a clinical psychologist
11h15 Workshops and Report Back
12h00 Witnessing by Couples
12h30 LUNCH  – Bring your own picnic basket 
  (Tea and coffee will be provided)
13h30 Experiencing a Marian Shrine
14h00 Family Apostolate in the Archdiocese:
 1.  Diocesan Family Life Desk
 2.  Schoenstatt Family Apostolate
15h00 Holy Mass

THE WHOLE FAMILY IS WELCOME
Supervision for children available

Holy Rosary School held its 75th celebratory carnival birthday bash and 
concert on Saturday, 1 August. Three of the main events were the inter-
primary cook-off between Hurlyvale, Dunvegan and Edenglen primary 
schools and the Battle of the Sexes cook-off between Holy Rosary High and 
St Benedict’s College.

Seen here are all the contestants who participated in cook-offs where  
St Benedict’s came first overall and third, and Holy Rosary came second. 
Thanks to Urban Spoon Catering for supplying the mystery box ingredients, 
and judging the event. 

The winter season pro-
vided an opportunity for 
our schools to 

participate in hockey, netball, 
soccer and cross country at a 
variety of levels.  Taking part is 
purely voluntary, but it is 
wonderful to have the 
support and contribution of 
so many schools.  This has 
enabled the programme to be 
extended to cater for the regular 
participation of learners from grade 
1 to matric, which is a notable 
achievement.

Implementing the programme is 
a team effort and would not be 
possible without the commitment 
of many, many people.  Every event 
requires community involvement 
from the host school, as well as from 
the participating schools.  The 
unseen time, effort and commit-
ment to making the programme a 
success is greatly appreciated!

The foundation phase soccer and 
netball festival took place at Sacred 
Heart College on a glorious 
Saturday morning at the end of 
May.  There were literally hundreds 
of participants, and more hundreds 
of parent and grandparent 
supporters, as well as siblings.  Lots 
of goals were scored.  No results 
were recorded at this lively event.

The primary schools’ events have 

Holy Rosary High 2015 debutantes 
joined 5000 other Stop Hunger 
Now volunteers at the Sandton 
Convention Centre on Friday,  
17 July, in recognition of Mandela 
Day. Some1.2 million meals were 
packaged for underprivileged  
pre-schoolers.

On Friday, 10 July, De La Salle 
Holy Cross College said farewell 
to their long-standing Chairman  
of the Board of Governors at a 
cocktail party. This followed 
mass at St Charles.

Brendan O’Connor has served 
as chairman for over 30 years, 
and he eventually convinced the 
board to accept his retirement. 

Both the O’Connor sons 
attended the school, as well as 
three grandchildren – two of 
whom are still at the school.

On Monday 13 July,  
St Benedict’s College 
celebrated the school’s 

Founders Day with a school Mass 
held in honour of the day.

 In his homily, Fr Tony Daniels 
encouraged all to pray for 
vocations to the priesthood. In a 
world that seems to encourage us 
to live for pleasure, power and 
material gain, it is difficult for us 
to understand the beauty of the 
priesthood, he said.

Catholic Schools Sports Council – winter season 2015

been spread out over the 
season.  Netball took place 
at St Dominic’s on 16 May, 
followed by soccer at Sacred 
Heart on 23 May, hockey at 
Brescia House on 6 June and 
cross country at La Salle 
College on 20 June.  It has 
been exciting to have so 
many schools attending most of 
these events, ensuring a high level of 
participation and improved standard 
of performance each year.  Results 
were noted at the events but not 
scored on an inter-schools basis in 
order to further encourage 
participation.

High School events have also 
been spread out over the season 
and facilitated as inter-school 
tournaments with results recorded 
and announced and, in some cases, 
trophies awarded.  We started with 
junior (U14/15) events.  Hockey took 
place at St David’s, netball at St 
Teresa’s, soccer at Sacred Heart 

College on Saturday 9 May and cross 
country at De La Salle on Saturday  
20 June.  Congratulations to the 
winning schools: St David’s, Holy 
Rosary, Assumption Convent, Sacred 
Heart, De La Salle Holy Cross and  
St Matthew’s High School.

In the senior section, soccer took 

place at Sacred Heart and netball at 
Brescia on Saturday 16 May, hockey 
was hosted by De La Salle Holy Cross 
and Holy Rosary at the Randburg 
astro-stadium on the weekend of 22 
– 23 May and cross country took place 
at La Salle on Saturday 20 June.  

Congratulations to the winning 
schools: St Benedict’s, Holy Rosary, 
Assumption Convent, Sacred Heart, 
Dominican Convent,  De La Salle Holy 
Cross and St David’s. 

Dates to diarise:
Monday 21 September – Sports 
Leaders’ Day for sports staff and 
coaches and members of SMT
Friday 30 October – CSSC AGM

Fighting hunger

A fond farewell to the Chairman

Isabel Hancock, the newly- 
elected Chairperson, gave a heart-
felt speech, thanking Mr O’Connor 
for his many years of service. She 
ended with a quote from The 
Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel: 
“There’s no such thing as an 
ending; just a place where you 
leave the story.”

The De La Salle pipe band gave a 
rousing performance, which was 
followed by the junior school choir 
(above) – the Chickadees – who 
sang to both Mr and Mrs O’Connor.

Boys rule in 

the kitchen

Celebrating Founder’s Day 
at St Benedict’s

Father Tony Daniels conducting 
Mass on our Feast Day

Receiving communion

The Christian ideal is often 
very different from the picture 
painted by the world, he said. 
He also encouraged all to live 
by the rules – those esta-
blished in our society, homes 
and schools so that people can 
live in harmony with each 
other.
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Little Eden staff members 
joined the Sisters of the 

Imitation of Christ (SIC) on 29 
July as they celebrated the feast 
of their order of Bethany. 

During the short celebration, 
Little Eden chief executive,  Lucy 
Slaviero, expressed gratitude for 
the work carried out by the nuns 
within the society. 

Little Eden has been home to 
the nuns since their arrival from 
India in 2010. Their involvement 

Linda Mmutle of Our Lady of 
Loreto, Kempton Park made 
Mandela Day special for Mali-
bongwe (above) with a blanket 
she made for her.

Malibongwe is the youngest 
child living at the Siphumelele 
Children’s Home in Kempton 
Park.                   Mpho Modisane

The departments of the 
Family Life Apostolate 
and Youth have combined 

their efforts in hosting the first-
ever Family and Youth Workshop 
in the Archdiocese. 

Families of the Northern 
Deanery are invited to this 
highly-informative and engaging 
workshop on 5 September at 
11am at the parish of the 
Resurrection in Bryanston. We 
urge our youth and parents to 
come in their numbers.

“Young people should be a 
source of unity in the family,” 
says Sr Juliana Abioye, head of 
the Youth Department.

 Dillon Naicker, Youth 
Department Co-ordinator said: 
“If there is no ‘domestic church,’ 
there is no church. Family 
evangelisation and formation 
needs to increase significantly in 
South Africa.”

Fr Mohohlo Maselwane, Vicar 
for Family Life Apostolate says: 
“It is about time that a workshop 
of this nature is hosted.  Our 
Families and Youth need this.”

The Departments of Family Life 
Apostolate and the Youth

The inspiration to revive the 
parish Health Desk of  

St Francis of Assisi came to light 
at its maiden meeting on 8 June 
2014, which was facilitated by 
Raymond De Broize.

What seemed like a dream, 
became a reality on 28 June as 
medical and other professionals 
in the parish, forming the Health 
Desk presented themselves for 
official recognition in the parish. 
Services to be rendered include: 
free medical consultation, pastoral 
counselling, peer education, care/
support of patients of different 
illnesses through support group 
programmes, free HIV counselling 
and testing services, periodic free 
medical tests and public health 
information.  

What is Family Life Apostolate all 
about?
It has to do with family life in its 
entirety, broadness and facets. We 
concentrate on what constitutes a 
family by imparting the church’s 
teachings on family life.
Motto/vision for the ministry?
A family that prays together stays 
together.
How long have you been Vicar?
10 years.
What does your job as Vicar entail?
Coordinating ministries that focus 
on family life without infringing 
on other apostolates’ spirituality 
and charisms. For instance, the 
New Families of the Focolare 
movement have a set structure 
and their own emphasis. Thus, my 
duty is to ensure we work 
together with such organisations 
so that the greater vision of the 
church is realised and its 
teachings on family life are 
adhered to.
Besides being Vicar for Family Life 
Apostolate, what other portfolios 
do you hold?
Parish priest at St Peter Claver, 
Pimville; Soweto Dean, which 
means I am the link between 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale and 
brother priests in the Soweto 
Deanery; Superior of Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate in the Soweto 
District; Member of the Deacon’s 
Board; and I also present 
Letsemeng on Radio Veritas every 
Monday and Tuesday at 11h00.
Are you loving what you are 
doing?
I love it as it exposes me to all 
facets of family life and it is also 
part of my ministry as a priest.

Successes and challenges?
We have succeeded in 
establishing the Family Life Desk 
in the Archdiocese and, because 
we all belong to, and are a family 
in Christ, we have managed to 
foster healthy relationships with 
various apostolates. 
Was it what you expected?
Dealing with different people is 
not easy. However, it is in our 
diversity that we are united.
What qualities are required for 
this job?
A passion for family. Understand-
ing, compassion, forgiveness and 
above all realising that God is the 
ultimate family constructor. We 
have diverse families so not  
being judgemental is also key. 
And when one is faced with  
a challenging situation, it always 
helps to ask: What would Jesus 
do?
Which departments do you work 
closely with?
We work closely with all 
departments because for them to 
exist, there needs to be families.
Why do we need this ministry?
The family is the domestic church. 
We need to realise that families 
cannot do without the church and 
the church cannot do without 
families. Both entities need each 
other. 
What do you do in your limited 
spare time?
Visiting the sick in hospitals and 
even families in the parish.
We get our sustenance and are 
re-energised by praying, so, in 
addition to my normal prayer 
routine as a priest, I make extra 
time for quiet prayer. 

Lerato Mohone

VICAR FOR FAMILY
Life Apostolate – Fr Mohohlo 
Patrick Maselwane OMI
Every month ADNews will be interviewing a different 
vicar to learn about what it is they do.

From left: Sr Roopa, Sr Lisieux, 
Archbishop George Daniel, chief exe-

cutive Lucy Slaviero and Sr Seena.  
In front: Sr Tessa, Sr Therese, and 

volunteers Clémence and Helene

Sisters Celebrate 
the Feast of 
the Order of 
Bethany

in the work of the society was 
always the dream of Domitilla 
Slaviero, who founded the home.

Since their arrival at Little 
Eden, the SIC nuns have played 
an incredible role in the physical 
and spiritual growth of the 
residents. They are a great asset 
to the organisation as they come 

with training and experience in 
dealing with people with 
intellectual disability. 

For more information on Little 
Eden, visit www.littleeden.org.za 
or contact communications 
officer, Nichollette Muthige on 
011 609 7246 or marketing@
littleeden.org.za

Health members making a promise of service.

St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville 
inaugurates its health desk

Sr Mary Cecilia Anawanti explaining 
the health services

Keeping her warmKeeping her warm

All medical personnel and 
other professionals in all the 
parishes of the Archdiocese are 
encouraged to come together to 
form  Health Desks in their 
parishes and use their gifts and 
skills to serve God through their 
fellow human beings.  
“Whatsoever you do to the least 
of my brethren; you did to Me.” 
(Matth. 25:40).

Sr Mary Cecilia Anawanti EHJ

The

is the

is
the–

youth
future

future
family
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invite Runners’ Applications
The re-launched Makatolike Funeral Group Scheme  
created the need for the Runners of the Scheme.

The Runner will be employed on a Part-Time basis to serve as a link between the 
Broker and the prospective Policy holders. A nominal fee is paid as remuneration.

Requirements
• Applicants must be practising Catholics in good standing within their community 

and influential in their home Parishes
• No insurance experience necessary as training will be given, however, some 

funeral or general insurance knowledge would be an advantage
• Applicants must have their own cellular phone, preferably a smart phone and 

access to a computer and own e-mail
• Applicants must be available to attend a morning training session at the  

Cathedral
Please send your CV and application letter to:

Trevor Jacobus • Fax 086 604-7537 • E-mail makatolike@gmail.com

The Vocations Team with their Vicar,  
Fr Thabo Motshegwa and Fr Jean 
Marie, the chancellor at the farewell 
organised by the department.

The parish pastoral council and 
parish finance committee of  

St Michael’s, Meadowlands 
organised a high tea on 8 August to 
celebrate women ahead of Women’s 
Day and to raise funds for the 
re-building of their church. The day 
started with mass celebrated by 
parish priest, Fr Samuel Anjah CMF. 

“We thank God for the gift of 
women. In Genesis 2: 20 - 25 we 
note that God knew the needs of a 
man when he created a woman. 
Not only was the woman bringing 
excitement to Adam’s life, she was 
also bringing life.

“Eve means the one who 
generates life. Women bring life to 
the church and to the world 
generally. I would like to commend 
the PPC and PFC for raising you up 
today,” Fr Samuel said. 

Guest speakers were Emily Morley 
and Sr Thandi Moyo FIC. With 
August also being the month of 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, the 
programme was interspersed with 
Marian hymns. Emily spoke of 
women leadership in the church. 
She said that by being a leader one 
is called to serve. “Christ dramatised 
leadership by washing his disciples’ 
feet. Archbishop Buti Tlhagale’s 
payoff line in the Archdiocese’s logo 
is ‘Called to serve’. Examine yourself, 
where does that leave you as a 
leader?” she asked.

Sr Thandi’s topic was “Christian 

The Lindani Sizwe Community 
Development Project, under the 
auspices of the Catholic Health 
Care Association (Cathca), held a 
health awareness day on 17 July 
for the Emndeni community. 
Proceedings started with a prayer 
and a scriptural passage from 
Matthew 12: 1- 8 by Fr Bernard 
Tente Sompane SCJ. 

“The Lord desires mercy and not 
sacrifice, and that is exactly what 
you are doing today. On the eve of 
Nelson Mandela Day, the 
organisers of this event have 
already kick-started their 67 
minutes by demonstrating that they 
care for you,” Fr Sompane said. 

Fr Louis Studer OMI, who is Vicar 
Provincial and Director of Personnel 
for the Oblates of Mary Immaculate 

Province in the United States of America 
(based in Washington DC), was invited by 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate Provincial, 
Fr Ronald Cairns OMI and Fr Thabang 
Nkadimeng OMI to lead their parish 
mission at St Hubert’s, Alexandra in July.

What is a parish mission? 
“A parish mission is a retreat for the 

whole parish. It is a time to step back and 
ask oneself: Where is God in my life, 
what is He saying as He speaks to us all 
the time. It is a time to renew our 
relationship with him,” said Fr Louis. The 
Oblates have been known to preach 
mission, helping people to be human and 
then Christian, then Christian and finally 
saints. 

The theme of the mission was “Finding 
God in people, events and prayer.” The 
mission took a week and incorporated 
daily mass, Novenas to Our Lady and to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, a daily 
Rosary, Stations of the Cross, Friday All 
Day Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy, confessions, 
spiritual direction, talks with youth, young 
adults and organisations in the parish.  

A high tea for 
  Women’s Day
A high tea for 
  Women’s Day

Fr Samuel Anjah with some of the 
women who attended the event.

Catholic Women.” “One of the 
women we can look up to in the 
Bible is the Samaritan woman. She 
went back to her village and said, 
“Let me tell you about a man who 
told me everything about myself’. 
How many people have you told 
about Jesus? We are all called to 
evangelise and that can only come 
about when we have personal time 
with God.”

The programme ended with 
women socialising and enjoying 
the spread that was prepared for 
them.                            Lerato Mohone

Farewell!The Chancery staff said 
farewell to Susan Parker 
who has been working as 

the Vocations office secretary for 
many years and Sr Kadia Prigol 
on Friday, 31 August. The 
festivities began shortly after a 
moment of prayer and sharing. 
They both received a fitting send-
off and were described by various 
speakers as kind and hard-
working. On behalf of the 
Archbishop, Fr Jean Marie 
Did’Ho thanked them for the 
wonderful service they rendered 
as the Chancery for the people of 
God. He wished them well in 
their future endeavours.

Lebo WA Majahe

Fr Thabo Motshegwa 
and Sr Kadia Prigol

“We are, and should be, one 
with the environment and nature. 
We should also be one with our 
brothers and sisters. I am pleased 
to see the great turnout of elderly 
women who still see their value to 
humankind and are taking care of 
their bodies. The Bible, after all, 
says our bodies are the temple of 
the Holy Spirit. Next time, I would 
like to see elderly men coming in 
their numbers as well. May God 
bless all of Cathca’s endeavours,” 
Fr Sompane concluded.  

The community was given an 
opportunity to go for voluntary 
testing and counselling for HIV, 
and to check for diabetes and high 

blood pressure.  
There were presentations from 

Cathca volunteers and the Lindani 
Sizwe community home-based 
careworkers. Other NGOs repre-
sented were Abraham Kriel, the 
Emndeni Library (Pecop), Soweto 
Girl Guides and Brothers for Life. 
The Masakhane Youth Club and 
Ingujukhwebu ladies provided 
entertainment through song and 
dance. 

Lerato Mohone

New Chancery staff
The Chancery welcomes Tyrone 
Mentoor to the family. He is the 
new maintenance manager.

Careworkers demonstrating 
their duties

Health awareness at Emndeni

Prior to leaving the country on the last 
day of the parish mission, Fr Louis said, 
“In today’s Gospel (John 6: 1-15), Jesus 
is moved with compassion when He 
sees the crowd that has travelled a long 
distance. Their need is not just to hear 
the word of God but food for the journey. 
This also ties in with Jesus giving us His 
body in the Eucharist.  

“Jesus didn’t need to be physically 
present with us. He sent the Holy Spirit 
after all to protect and to guide us. But 
Jesus said, I love these people so much 
I want remain physically, truly present 
with them. What a privilege to be able to 
receive Him in the Holy Eucharist. 

“Today is not the end of the parish 

Left: Fr Ronald Cairns OMI, Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale OMI , Fr Louis Studer OMI 
and Fr Thabang Nkadimeng OMI

Fr Louis 
Studer

Parish mission in Alexandra

mission, but the beginning. During the 
time of mission, we deepened our love 
for the Lord. I hope you will not be 
repeating the same sins. And I hope you 
find God every day of your lives in 
people, events and in prayer. But most of 
all, I hope you find Jesus in the 
Eucharist.” 

Oblates of Mary Immaculate novices 
who were on their pastoral phase for two 
weeks at St Hubert’s, Brs Max Haundapiti 
and Sicelo Libanje, also said farewell to 
the faithful.

In closing, Fr Studer said he had also 
profited from the parish mission as it was 
a renewal of his own faith and he had 
been inspired by the community of  
St Hubert’s love for God.  

Lerato Mohone
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JP Sunday is 
CELEBRATED on

20 September 2015

HELP YOUR PARISH 
UNDERSTAND 

THE MINISTRY OF
JUSTICE & PEACE

To accept the Gospel means to 
accept the demands of justice, 

and to overcome discrimination 
and inequality  

(SACBC, Community Serving 
Humanity – 1989)

 
For more information contact us 

on: telephone (011) 402 6400
E: justpeace@catholicjhb.org

These are the words that Earl 
Davids describes as a driving 

force for him and his wife, 
Bernadette, owners of Immaculate 
Heart Gift and Media. They start-
ed their business during a difficult 
time in their lives when they lost 
someone close to them through 
death. The business has brought 
them closer to God and Our Lady, 
they said. They have each con-
tributed to the church in various 
ways from a simple thing as 
teaching catechism to sponsoring 
various organisations in the 
church by running their websites.

“It was not always easy. We hit 
a bumpy road and are still on it, 
but we find a powerful consola-
tion in the words of reassurance 
from our Mother Mary who gives 
comfort continually.”

 The company has been in exis-
tence for two years and is going 
strong and growing.

Immaculate G&M recently 

From left: At St Theresa, Zondi, Thandi 
Ndhlovu who  presented Agnes Mathebula 
to the St Anne’s Sodality once again after 

she took some time off due to personal 
matters. She is seen with Dumazile and 

Doris Ngwenya. Behind them is Fr Male-
sela Dikgale. They were presented with a  

candle for 20 years of service to the 
Daughters of St Anne. Fr Malesela said 

parishioners should not leave the sodalities 
because of other peoples’ issues as the 

congregation was there to praise God  
and not people.

The question “Brother, what’s 
your vocation story?” always 
comes with some expecta-

tion. It’s as if people want to hear if 
there has ever been a miraculous 
“Damascus experience” in my life.  
I am humbled to have received this 
platform to tell of the simplest 
vocation journey.

 As a teenage boy, I used to 
attend Thursday mass with my 
paternal grandmother during 
school holidays and I would often 
see some of my peers serving at 
the altar. I realized that was what I 
wanted to do too and soon after, I 
joined the altar servers. I got to 
know many priests and came to 
know the actions of the priest. I felt 
privileged to be close to the altar 
and to see everything from the 
priest to the congregation. From 
then, I fell in love more and more 
with the church and felt I needed 
to do something more to serve the 
church.

By then, the only priests I knew 
were the Passionists, and didn’t 
know that other religious orders 
existed.  Around 2006, the late Fr 
Lionel Sham was appointed as my 
parish priest, and a wonderful man 
he was. He was a Rector of the 
Orientation Seminary, and my 
friends and I began to ask him 
questions about the seminary and 
priestly life. We often travelled with 
him doing his pastoral work. Later 
the late Fr Stanley Masilompana, 
another inspiring man, began to 
instil the idea of the Diocesan 
priesthood and I could relate to 
him as he was a “kasi guy” like us.  
From then I loved the idea of 
becoming a priest. Fr Lionel, being 

experienced in helping young men 
to discern their vocations, recom-
mended that I attend vocation 
workshops. By then Fr Gram Rose 
(now Bishop of Dundee) was the 
vocation director. He introduced us 
to the group teaching us the 
difference between religious and 
diocesan priests. Shortly afterwards, 
Fr Gram was appointed Bishop of 
Dundee and Fr Lionel Sham passed 
away in a sad way.

 I was all alone, and began to 
doubt my idea of becoming a 
priest, but Fr Peter Holiday (now 
Bishop of Kroonstad) was 
appointed the new vocations 
director, and he simply picked up 
where the late Fr Lionel and Bishop 
Gram Rose left off.

 Fr Peter together with his team 
journeyed with me and the group. 
They gave us tools and methods of 
discerning and I began to take my 
life seriously and again thought of 
being a priest. I couldn’t wait to 
finish school and go to the 
seminary – to me years were 
dragging! The culminating moment 
was when I told my grandparents 
that I wanted to be a priest and 
that I had decided to go to the 
seminary immediately after 
completing matric. I had decided 
and that was it, and today still is.  
Having successfully completed my 
matric, I applied to the Archdiocese, 
through Fr Peter and the vocation’s 
team, and I was admitted into the 
seminary. I often state that it was 
the pastoral approach of Fr Sham, 
Fr Stanley’s charismatic spirit and 
the joyful pastoral commitment of 
Fr Peter that drove me during my 
discernment. The journey became 
so personal that I decided I would 
serve the church as a diocesan 
priest – someone close to the 
people and embracing the 
spirituality of the Eucharist. Now I 
realise that my vocation through 
those wonderful priests that I met, 
was more “caught than thought” as 
Cardinal Aringzer would often say. 

Boshom Mpetsheni

Boshom Mpetsheni is currently  
studying at the Apostles of Jesus 
Major Seminary in Nairobi, doing his 
second year theology.

My vocation 
     story

Sacred Heart, Katlehong  hosted a 
group of Katlehong bikers who 

attended  mass with parish priest  
Fr Tom Segame and congregants 

before leaving on a charity drive  to 
hand over donations to the needy.

The bikers were briefed by the  
parish pastoral council before mass. 

Selby Molefe

Bikers for 
charity

“In the end my immaculate 
      heart will triumph” 

– Our Lady to the shepherd children at Fatima

sponsored the Benedict Daswa 
website and has been involved 
with assisting Radio Veritas with 
coming up with beautiful memo-
rabilia for the Daswa beatifica-
tion. The loving couple describe 
the feeling of seeing their logo 
next to important logos such as 
The Holy Father’s coat of arms, 
the SACBC, the Diocese of 

Tzaneen and Radio Veritas as a 
great honour. “To work with the 
team that will be making the 
Daswa beatification memorable is 
an achievement,” said Earl, “it 
feels like the World Cup is back 
in South Africa, only greater this 
time,” he added. 

The excitement surrounding the 
forthcoming event moves the soul 
of both devout and seasonal 
Catholics, he said. They described 
working with people like Frs 
Similo Mngadi and Emil Blaser 
and Akani Malobola from Radio 
Veritas as a blessing. To distin-
guish what sets them apart from 
other repositories, Earl says all 
their products are hand-made, 
bringing an aspect of uniqueness 
to all items. Products they offer 
include rosaries, Catholic gifts, 
personalised candles, stoles,  
sacramental gifts, graphic design, 
web development, flyers, posters 
and pull-up banners. Their clien-
tele is around Johannesburg, 
Klerksdorp, Nelspruit, Kwa-Zulu 
Natal and even Botswana.

Lebo WA Majahe

Earl and Bernadette Davids,  
owners of Immaculate Gift  
and Media

Rejoining  
St Anne’s Sodality
Rejoining  
St Anne’s Sodality

Left: New members of St Anne’s 
sodality being introduced to  
parishioners by their chairlady, 
Thembi Vezi, right with members 
Elizabeth Mazibuko and  
Maria Mkosi.
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Youth journey 
to Ngome...

The youth of Christ the King, 
Orlando East embarked on a 

pilgrimage to Ngome on 18 July. 
It was amazing in every way, 
from the singing to the unity 
amongst young people in prayer. 
Knowing more about the 
Catholic faith and being renewed 
in spirit, we felt connected to the 
presence of Christ in the adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament 
and Stations of the Cross. As we 
went down to the springs to 
receive our blessings, everyone 
was touched, and we felt a 
turning point in our lives. A big 
thank you to the team who 
organised this pilgrimage and 
thank you to everyone who took 
part in this spiritually-uplifting 
journey. 

Christ the King, Orlando East Youth

Marriage Day
Marriage Day falls on October 4 

this year.
A marriage campaign is being 

organised by the SACBC to help 
deepen peoples’ understanding and 
building, strengthening, overcoming 
pain and loss in marital 
relationships. Bishop Zolile 
Mpambani, SACBC liaison bishop for 
Family Life writes, “This moment of 
grace can be a time for renewal of 
our commit-ment to being family in 
the church as family of God in Africa. 
On behalf of the bishops of our 
region I encourage every diocese, 
parish, group and especially family 
and of course, you dear couples, to 

use this opportunity well.  The 
Marriage Day coincides with the 
opening of the Synod on the Family 
in Rome,” he said. 

Parishes choose what is most 
appropriate such as faith sharing, 
using MARFAM’s materials, 
including marriage intentions in 
weekly bidding prayers, building 
marriage into homilies and offering 
a couples’ reconciliation service in 
Week 26.

Contact Fr Sakhi Mofokeng 
@ SACBC Family Desk 012 323 6458,  
smofokeng@sacbc.org.za  

Visit www.marfam.org.za , email 
info@marfam.org.za see us on 
facebook for more info, ideas and 
resources or call Toni Rowland on 
082 552-1275.

10 7

Serenity
Grottos & Statues

Serenity
Grottos & Statues

The Divine Mercy, Lady of Grace, 
Sacred Heart, Our Lady of Lourdes  

and many others for both indoor  
and outdoor including cemeteries

Contact us on
Tel. (011) 435-4530/Cell (083) 896-8920

E-mail: m.gracindaj@live.com

Franciscan 
Missionaries 
of Mary

Contact: Franciscan Missionaries of Mary
Pax Christi, Post Net Suite 36, Private Bag X6603, Newcastle 2940, Kwa-Zulu Natal

Sister Helena Coragem: 076 762-3125 and 034 312-1957, 
helenacoragem@gmail.com

Sister Ana Tonela, fmm: 0735420910 Sharafmm.tonela@gmail.com

Do you feel called? Uzizwa ubiziwe na?

Umhlangano 
Wamafranciscan 

Missionaries of Mary

Umsebenzi wobuthunywa
benhlangano yama Franciscan 

Missionaries of Mary idabuka 
empilweni yokuzibandakanya 

noKhristo oyisizinda

The Mission of the FMM
springs from a life of union 
with Christ centred on 
the EUCHARIST.

The Friends of Radio Veritas 
– a community that builds on another’s strengths 

The Friends of Radio Veritas is a committed group of men and women 
from various Catholic communities, who have spread their wings 

from the Archdiocese of Johannesburg to the Archdiocese Pretoria. The 
women from the Friends of Radio Veritas celebrated its inauguration 
with a Women’s Day event on 29 August at the Bertoni Centre in 
Pretoria North. 

Radio Veritas is very grateful to Jackie Mokwena, Jennifer Jacobs, 
Hannelie Khan, Gertrude Serage, Khatha Makhubela, Mavis Kok, 
Nontokozo Hlatshwayo, Ntsiuoa Mogomotsi and Thandi Maseko who 
spearheaded the establishment of the Pretoria Friends of Radio Veritas. 

With demanding careers, the essence of women becomes children, 
family and church and they end up becoming poor spiritual sisters to 
each other. These women want to make up that beauty of togetherness 
and family – with charm. Charm can be learned and given to whomever 
one chooses. However, with inner peace and by being rooted in the word 
of God, love for your neighbour flows freely and unconditionally. 

The event’s guest speaker reminded us that beauty comes from the 
heart. Women are prophetesses who need to take a stand and move 
forward through Christ who strengthens us. 

“What a tremendous opportunity for women to work together to enrich 
one another spiritually as well as learn about innovation and life,” said 
Moira Mpama, one of the group’s original members in Johannesburg. 

“We are excited to welcome and support the Pretoria Archdiocese and 
hope that they are fulfilled within the community,” said Mahadi 
Buthelezi, event and advertising consultant at Radio Veritas. 

For more information or support for Radio Veritas contact Mahadi on 
mahadi@radioveritas.co.za or 011 663 470

A special mass was held for 
the bicentennial of Don 
Bosco at the youth centre 

in Daleside, Walkerville.
The mass was celebrated by 

Salesian Provincial Fr Francois 
Dufour, assisted by Deacon Mike 
Nolan along with Salesian priests 
from various parishes. 

The entrance procession 
consisted of a marching band 
and the Don Bosco youth. 

During mass, all the Salesian 
sisters, priests and co-operators 
renewed their vows.  

A group of youth celebrating the event

Above: Fr Francois Dufour, 
Salesian Pro-vincial head  
for Gauteng celebrates the 
bicentennial open- air mass.

Below: Altar servers with an image  
of Don Bosco

Celebrating the 
bicentennial 

of Don Bosco

Religious Education seminar
A second RE seminar was held at St Augustine’s on  
22 July and had, as its theme, the weaving together 
of both the creativity and the development of the RE 
curriculum to form the vision of a fuller humanity.

 Jesuit Father, Adolfo Nicholas, the Superior 
General of the Jesuit order, said: “We are in educa-
tion for transformation.” With this statement in mind, 
the second RE seminar presented a programme 
which included new and creative ideas in celebrat-
ing para-liturgical services by Sherelle Myburgh and 
Theresa Teixeira, curriculum gardening – 
innovative ideas toward a new RE curricu-
lum by Paul Faller and an exciting, up-
dated format of the Alpha youth programme 
by Tom Mills and Gerald Rodrigues.

The seminar was well-attended with 
teachers enjoying some social time before 
the start of the programme.

happy that he is being beatified. It 
will promote the Mbahe village.”

Baldwin Mutshutshu: “We were 
fellow colleagues who trained 
together at the Vendaland Training 
Institution in pursuing our teaching 
careers. Benedict was a wonderful 
person who loved the church and 
had a passion for working with the 
youth.  He started a football team in 
the village which was called The 
Mbahe Eleven Computers to stop 
children wondering around the 
streets aimlessly. When they started 
losing, the villagers wanted to use 
muti and he refused. He was also 
appointed secretary to the village 
head, but because he was from the 
Lemba tribe, some Vendas in Mbahe 
were jealous of this. It was another 
reason which led to him being 
targeted.”

Bishop Joao Rodrigues of Tzaneen: 
“Benedict Daswa’s beatification will 
affirm Catholicism in the area, as 
many people belong to other 
churches. we are relatively new in 
this area having started our first 
mission only in the 1950s.  In 
Benedict, I found a person who 
found love in informing young 

people. I hope that this beatification 
will help young Catholics to be 
proud of their faith and identity.”

Sr Claudette Hession, an event 
organiser: “I didn’t know Benedict 
personally, but from what I learnt in 
the studies we did into his enquiry, 
it stood out that he was a 
remarkable man who genuinely 
cared for mankind. The virtues he 
lived on continue to inspire me and 
I trust his wonderful children and 
the young people of Mbahe village 
will learn a thing or two”.

Bishop Emeritus Hugh Slattery:
“Benedict was a man with a big 
heart. He would often intervene 
when parents wanted their 
daughters to be married soon and 
pleaded with them to leave the 
children longer in school. He was a 
strict man and a hard worker. He 
would often take boys to work on 
his garden in lieu of school fees.”

For information on the beatifi-
cation, the details and maps see: 
www.daswabeatification.co.za

Lebo WA Majahe

The son of  South African soil ...  
continued from page 10

Theresa Teixeira (CBC Mount 
Edmund) and Michael Moses  

(St Benedict’s College)

FAMILY OF GOD COMMUNITY

presents 
‘HEALING through HOPE’ SEMINAR

 

Tuesday evenings, 
1st SEPT – 20th OCT 2015 

7.30pm – 9.30pm
St Charles’ Parish Hall, Road No 3, Victory Park

1 Sep Healing through Hope in Sacrament of  Reconciliation – 
 Fr. Donald McLoughlin 
8 Sep Healing through Hope in the Gift of  Music – Paul Derbyshire
5 Sep Healing through Hope in the Gift of  Marriage & Relationships 
 – Tom Miles 
22 Sep Healing through Hope in the Gift of  Service to the Poor – 
 Rev. Brent Chalmers
29 Sep Healing through Hope in the Sacrament of  the Eucharist I – 
 Mike Mahony
  6 Oct Healing through Hope in Sacrament of  Anointing of  Sick – 
 Fr. Joseph Wilson
13 Oct Healing through Hope in the Sacrament of  the Eucharist II – 
 Mike Mahony
20 Oct Healing through Hope in the Gift of  Community & 
 43rd Birthday Mass 

Contact: Marieke 082 399 1419/011 402 6400 (w)  
or Paul 083 251 8783

SECURE PARKING – ALL WELCOME

“The whole assembly 
cried aloud, blessing 
God who saves those 

that hope in Him” 
(Dan.13:60)

“The Lord’s eyes  
are on those 

who hope in his 
gracious help” 

(Ps.33:18)

“For in hope we were saved ” (Rom.8:24)
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1st Mathieu Van Vlierden
2nd Albert Nolan 
 Remigius Makobane
3rd Robert Gore
5th Djese Mwilambwe
9th  Patrick Noonan
11th Bongani Dladla
13th Patrick Maselwane
14th Maurice Chidiac
16th Rev Gregory Garnie
19th Graham Bouwer
25th Michael Connell
26th Rev Jacob Modise
29th Jonathan Petersen

2nd Emmanuel Luamina
        Luamina
3rd Ronald Cairns
4th Daniel Sehlapelo

Joseph Leathem 20-9-59
Msgr John Finlayson 01-9-62
Henricus Vos 08-9-93
Antonio Borras Cabaces 12-9-99
Sikhosiphi Mgoza        02-9-00
Graham Bouwer          21-9-00
Mbulelo Sikotoyi     24-9-02
Djese Mwilambwe     26-9-04
Shaun Carls             08-9-06
Bruce Botha            08-9-06
Rev Anthony Maddison   06-9-08
Rev Keith McKenzie  08-9-08
Rev John Rahme         08-9-08
Rev Erroll Scott          08-9-08
Rev Peter French       11-8-07
Rev Michael Harrington  11-8-07
Rev Jacob Modise          11-8-07
Jorge Guerra                   14-8-10
Plinga Menguo-Mana     10-9-13 

 

We Celebrate with our Priests & Clergy

Ordinations Birthdays in September

... and in early October

The following Priests and Deacons celebrate their birthdays and 
anniversaries of their ordination. Remember them in your prayers!
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Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the 
Bible Foundation writes about 
the Word of God in response 
to the Synod call for spiritual 
growth and on-going formation.

WORD OF GOD
The Way
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blasphemy. However the story 
closes with, “They were all 
astounded and glorified God, 
saying, “We have never seen 
anything like this.” (2: 1 – 12) 
There is hope for all of us.

“What must I do to inherit 
eternal life,” (10: 17) asked the 
Rich young man? Listen to the 
crowds on Palm Sunday as they 
shout out, “Hosanna. Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the 
Lord.” (11: 9) Even after letting 
Jesus down in the Garden of 
Gethsemane a shameful and 
dejected Peter, “Followed him at a 
distance.” (14: 54) 

Thank goodness for the women 
present at the crucifiction. “40 
Some women were watching from 
a distance. Among them were 
Mary Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James the younger and 
of Joses, and Salome. 41 In Galilee 
these women had followed him 
and cared for his needs. Many 
other women who had come up 
with him to Jerusalem were also 
there.  (15: 40 – 41)

A Disciple’s Prayer after praying 
the Word

I waited, I waited for the Lord 
and he stooped down to me; he 
heard my cry.

He put a new song into my 
mouth, praise of our God

You do not ask for sacrifice and 
offerings but an open ear.

You do not ask for holocaust 
and victim. 

Instead, here I am.
Your justice I have proclaimed 

in the great assembly.
My lips I have not sealed; You 

know it, O Lord.
I have not hidden your justice in 

my heart but declared your faithful 
help.

I have not hidden your love and 
your truth from the great assembly.

Ps 39: 2, 4, 7-8, 10-11

46 Then they came to Jericho. As 
Jesus and his disciples, together 
with a large crowd, were leaving 
the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus, 
was sitting by the roadside 
begging. 47 When he heard that it 
was Jesus of Nazareth, he began 
to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” 49 Jesus 
stopped and said, “Call him.” He 
jumped to his feet and came to 
Jesus. 51 “What do you want me 
to do for you?” Jesus asked him. 
The blind man said, “Rabbi, I 
want to see.” 52 “Go,” said Jesus, 
“your faith has healed you.” 
Immediately he received his sight 
and followed Jesus along the Way. 
(Mk 10: 46 – 52)

“The Way”, refers to Jesus’ 
teaching. Ironically it is Jesus’ 
enemies who give us the best 
description of The Way. 13 Later 
they sent some of the Pharisees 
and Herodians to Jesus to catch 
him in his words. 14 They came to 
him and said, “Teacher, we know 
you are a man of integrity. You 
aren’t swayed by men, because 
you pay no attention to who they 
are; but you teach the way of God 
in accordance with the truth. (12: 
13 – 14)

This is one of eight times that 
Mark encourages the disciples and 
us to follow Jesus’ Way. We are 
free to choose his Way or that of 
his enemies. “The chief priests 
and the teachers of the Law were 
looking for some way to arrest 
and kill him.” (14: 1)

There are three Predictions of 
the Passion in Mark’s gospel. (8: 
31-33; 9: 30-32; 10: 32-34). Each one 
teaches about living as disciples. 
We are called to teach others, “He 
began to teach them.” The way of 
a disciple will involve rejection, 
failure and some painful 
experiences. “Whoever wishes to 
follow me must take up his cross 
and follow me.” (8: 34) It is not 
always going to be easy to “Get 
behind Jesus,” (8: 33) to stand up 
for what is right or challenge the 
injustices of this world.

Remember that we are not alone 
on this journey. “On their way to 
Jerusalem Jesus was leading 
them.” (10: 32) Take comfort from 
this. We have Jesus accompanying 
us on our way through life. If we 
follow his example we are assured 
that good will triumph in our 
lives. All three Passion Predictions 
end with these words, “Three days 
later he will rise.” (10: 34) Put in 
our terms we are assured that 
Good Will Triumph and that God 
will ever be present to us even 
when life is tough.

Just when one thinks we really 
know Jesus, he comes up with a 
surprise. ”Summoning them he 
began to speak to them in 
parables.” (3: 23) If one looks 
carefully at the preceding verse 
you will find that Jesus is 
addressing the Scribes. In the 
story of the healing of the 
paralytic the Scribes were highly 
critical of Jesus, accusing him of 

Bishop’s Lenten 
Appeal

Katlehong, Sacred Heart 7 889
Meyerton, St Philip Benzi 6 447

The above figures were  
forwarded after the August issue 
of ADNews was printed.

The St John Vianney semi-
nary choir, young and adult 
choirs of Blessed Isidore 
Bakanja, Protea North part-
nered to throw a most suc-
cessful musical concert fun-
draiser for a building project 
at the Protea North church. 
The event took place at the 
Good Shepherd parish, 
Protea Glen on Sunday, 2 August. 
The parish community of Protea 
and the seminarian choir have been 
hosting concerts for the past three 
years.  They give the seminarians a 
platform to promote vocations 
amongst the youth and for them to 
show support for the seminarians 
said Xoli Ntambam, a facilitator of 
the event. Interest grew year by 
year as it attracted people from out-
side the parish. This year people 
from as far as the East and Vaal 
deaneries attended. Vicar General, 
Fr Duncan Tsoke, Fr Tente Sompane 
and Fr Lawrence Ndlovu were also 
present. When people requested a 
specific song, they had to ‘buy’ the 
performance. The jovial mood in 
the concert escalated when some-
one brought an initially hesitant  
Fr Joe Matsau, the resident priest, to 
join the choir. The performance of 

A visitor from 
Klerksdorp

Following a pastoral visit at Lumko 
Institute and Retreat Centre,  
Benoni, Rev Fr Abie Tlhapi from of 
Klerksdorp Diocese stood in the 
stead of Fr Malesela Dikgale by 
celebrating Mass for the commu-
nity of Holy Cross, Zola on 2 
August. Fr Malesela said Mass at 
his other parish, St Theresa, Zondi. 

Pope Francis 
due to visit 
Africa

The Vatican Network has 
confirmed that Pope 
Francis will be visiting 

Africa in November, with  
countries such as the Central 
African Republic and Uganda on 
his itinerary. Kenya will remain 
just a possibility until organisa-
tional problems are sorted out. 
The Pope, in an address he gave 
to a number of priests gathered 
at the Vatican regarding the 
African visit, did not elaborate 
on the difficulties visiting Kenya, 
but it’s well known that Kenya 
has been a target for attacks by 
Islamist militants, Al Shabaab, 
who are based in Somalia. The 
Pontiff’s visit comes in a time 
during which Uganda is cele-
brating the 50th anniversary of 
the canonisation of Ugandan 
martyrs. The bishops of Uganda 
invited Pope Francis last year to 
mark the anniversary of the  
canonisation of the martyrs of 
Uganda who were killed by the 
king between 1885-1887 for 
refusing to recant their faith.  
The 22 African Roman Catholic  
martyrs were collectively beati-
fied by Pope Benedict XV in 
1920 and canonised by Pope 
Paul VI on October 18, 1964. 
Their feast day is on June 3.

Lebo WA Majahe

Using voices to raise money
Fr Matsau taking part in the 

adult choir performance.

the seminarians was spectacular, 
showcasing young men joyfully  
living their lives, greatly inspired by 
Christ. Tshepo Mogale, a young 
Catholic who only goes to Church 
occasionally explained that his aunt 
bought him a ticket to join her. He 
said that the fabulous music, espe-
cially by seminarians, made him 
think that church was not so boring 
after all. He was impressed at how 
the seminarians conducted them-
selves like any regular guys “from 
the hood”. He said he would defi-
nitely be going to mass regularly 
and hopes to visit the seminary 
soon. Among other projects 
Blessed Isidore Bakanja is involved 
in, is the selling of paintings. The 
target for the building project is  
R1 million by end of first quarter of 
2016. Xoli said they almost half-way 
there.                             Lebo WA Majahe

Our Johannesburg 
seminarians with 

Hilda Mohlala.
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The Sacred Heart sodality of  
Mt Carmel, Thokoza hosted a 
retreat on Saturday, 6 June.

 It was preceded by a nine-day 
Novena to the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
and culminated on Friday with the 
blessing and burning of intentions 
by parish priest Fr Innocent 
Mabheka SCJ.

 Invitations were extended to the 
Sacred Heart sodalities of the 
neighbouring parishes in the 
Kathorus area. Represented parishes 
included: Sacred Heart of Katlehong 
and Palm Ridge; St Joseph’s – 
Katlehong; San Salvador – Leondale 
and St Anthony of Duduza.

The theme was “Incorporating us 
into our parishes as members of 
Sacred Heart”. Parishioners were 
divided into groups to address, 
amongst others, challenges that are 
faced by the Catholic priests and 
how to grow the African church. 

The retreat included the adora-
tion of the Blessed Sacrament and 
the recitation of the litany of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus.

A L Tsosane hard at work

Catholic Men’s Forum members 
of Ext 2 Blessed Gerard, which is 
a branch of the Orange Farm 
parish, undertook the cleaning of 
the church yard on Mandela Day 
on 18 July. It all started slowly, 

The Catholic Women’s Association 
of St Joseph’s in Katlehong hosted 
the national Women’s Day cele-
brations on Saturday, 15 August. 

 The annual celebration, the 
previous one having been at  
St Paul in Tsakane, was attended 
by the CWA sodality members 
from various parishes in the Arch-
diocese. Speakers included the 
diocesan president of the sodality, 
Nono Mokoena from St Gabriel, 
Khutsong. The theme of her speech 
was: ‘A woman led by the word of 
God.’ Other motivational speakers 
were Tumi Moloi, PFC chairperson 
who told the parishioners that 

If Jesus were to walk our streets 
today, He would say to us ‘Come 
to me all you who are lonely and 

I will give you friendship.’
 Trevor Hudson, in his keynote 

address on Ignatian Day, offered us 
a vision of God’s wonderful 
invitation to friendship as a basic 
way of understanding our relation-
ship with God. He developed this 
theme by helping us to look at our 
need for God, our loneliness and 
God’s recurring offer of love. 

As a counter point to the 
individual’s relationship with God, 
the day ended with the one-man 
play on the life of blessed Oscar 
Romero. Here the emphasis was on 
how Archbishop Romero’s deep 
friendships with God and also with 
his fellow priests and with his 
people, led him to a moment of 
profound conversion. Romero 
became, in the last years of his life, 
one of the great leaders in the 
struggle for justice and peace in our 
time. Fr Anthony Egan, who wrote 
and acted in this production, was 
transformed into Archbishop 
Romero as he led us through a 
brilliant interweaving of the 
writings of the Archbishop and his 
own narrative. 

As in other years we also offered 
a number of smaller workshops 
showcasing much of the current 
work of the Jesuit Institute. These 
ranged from introductions to 
Ignatian prayer to a theological 
discussion of Laudato Si, the Art of 
Christian decision-making and the 
relationship between St Peter and 
Jesus. 

A deep thanks of appreciation 
goes to McAuley House. Their staff 
worked tirelessly to prepare the 
venue for us and the school opened 
its doors to a group of adult 
learners and explorers with great 
generosity. 

Francis Correia

 Catholic men doing 
  their bit on Mandela 
  Day in Orange Farm

but soon more and more men 
arrived. Some members were 
cleaning inside the church, some 
were cleaning the toilets, some the 
yard and others were pruning the 
trees.The tree branches which were 
giving young nyaope smokers 
shade in the area were cut. 

The event proved that Catholic 
men, given the chance, are truly 
willing to assist.

Nyasha Kumurai

 Friendship with God

Dr Annemarie Paulin-Campbell introducing 
the work of the Jesuit Institute.

Above right: Rev Trevor Hudson 
talking about our loneliness and 
God’s offer of divine friendship.

The Jesuit Institute Ignatian Day 2015

Mt Carmel Retreat

Fr Mabheka wrapped up the 
proceedings with a captivating 
mass on Saturday afternoon. Using 
metaphors to illustrate his point, 
the priest expressed, in his homily, 
the healing power of the Body of 
Christ. He told the congregation 
that once a person had received the 
Body of Christ, like after the last 
supper with His disciples, the 
feeling of healing should permeate 

the rafters of the church into the 
faithful.

Coordinator of the retreat, 
Sbongile Mahlumba, together with 
Tiro Mbele, chairperson of the 
sodality, expressed gratitude to  
the faithful who braved the cold 
weather to share the retreat, adding 
that she hoped everybody left with 
their spirits uplifted.

              Abel Dlamini

Sacred Heart sodality members pay 
attention to Fr Innocent Mabheka 
SCJ at a retreat held at Mt Carmel, 
Thokoza.

Members of Sacred Heart sodality take a tea break.

Speaker Nono Mokoena is  
pictured seated wearing a black 
jacket. She is flanked by, left, secretary, Rhaine Msipha of St Anthony’s, 
Duduza and Neo Serongwane, treasurer from St Gabriel in Khutsong. 
In front, from left are: Tiny Mokoena and Maria Thitili, members of the 
sodality at St Joseph’s and the vice president of the sodality at parish- 
and diocesan-level, Julia Magubane. Cellestine Dlamini of St Theresa’s, 
Kwanele, the programme director, is far right. Behind her Tumi. Xoliswa  
is standing at far left in the middle row. 

through faith in God, the spiritual 
empowerment was inevitable. 
PPC secretary, Xoliswa 
Makumsha whose speech was 
themed: ‘Guided by the joyful 
mysteries of the Blessed Mary’s 
Rosary,’ implored women to 
reciprocate by emulating Mary, 
who was a humble and a 
submissive servant of God. They 
are both St Joseph’s congregants. 

The youth choirs of Sacred 
Heart, Katlehong and St Joseph’s 
entertained the ladies with 
beautiful music. A delicious meal 
was served after the celebration.

         Abel Dlamini

CWA celebrate 
Women’s Day

Our annual Special Meeting for Schools was 
held on 6 June at Brescia House. This year, 

our schools were invited to participate in the 
programme by presenting an innovative, 
interesting or challenging aspect of their school 
programme.

We were greatly enriched by the sharing, and 
while each school is unique, we experienced the 
unifying spirit of the family of Catholic schools. 
Our special thanks to the schools who presented: 
Assumpta Primary, CBC Pretoria, Dominican 
Convent, Loreto Convent Queenswood,  
St Benedict’s College and St Paulus Primary. 

Long service awards were presented to a  
large number of staff members who have  
served in Catholic schools for 20 years or  
more. A lucky draw was held and gift hampers 
were won by three very excited participants.

CSO Special Meeting


