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MOTHER OF MERCY SHRINE
Donations including expenditure • Target: R25 million
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From left: Thulani Sibeko, Fr Emil Blaser, Lillian Mathe and Radikeledi 
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A brand new Toyota Quest 
1.6 is still up for grabs for 
the Shrine fundraiser 

initiative. The car has been show-
cased at various parishes to boost 
ticket sales. This initiative will 
inject R2 million to the project, 
which overall, needs R25 million 
for the first phase. Although the 
sales have been a bit slow, with 
some parishes and groups taking 
too long to submit their tickets, 
the progress so far is satisfactory, 
said the Shrine Committee. The 
draw date has been moved to  
18 November, the day of the 
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council 
meeting that will take place at  
the Cathedral, and where chair-
persons of all PPCs are expected 
to attend. 

This Shrine, said the bishop, 
will be our local place of gather-
ing in prayer for the Johannes-
burg faithful and will add to the 
other shrines and sacred places 
within the country that will serve 
as a pilgrimage centre in connect-
ing with God and Our Lady. All 

Catholics are requested to donate 
generously towards this initiative. 
The Evangelisation Department 
still has several tickets available. 
Each ticket costs R50 and a 
booklet containing 20 tickets 
costs R1 000. These tickets can 
be sold to anyone, including non-
Catholics. The tickets are also 
available from the PPCs and 
PFCs in parishes and also from 
the Friends of the Shrine and 
various sodalities. Also available 
is Shrine merchandise, including 
t-shirts, caps and hats.  The 
merchandise is also available in 
parishes and from the 

Another 
chance to 
win a car

Joyce Maphisa, one of the Shrine 
fundraising committee members at 
one of the roadshows, where ticket 

sales were promoted. 

Some of the shrine merchandise 
on sale

Evangelisation Depart-ment. 
“Thank you to everybody who 
has embraced this vision so far 
and supported all the fund-raiser 
initiatives. It may be difficult 
now, but we will all look with 
pride as we look back to this 
phase as we pride ourselves to 
contributing to a remarkable 
monument which future genera-
tions will appreciate,” said the 
Shrine Committee.

As the barometer below 
indicates, over R7 million has 
been raised.

“We are worried that we will 
not be able to reach the target 
within the date that we have set. 
We appeal to everybody to come 
on board so that everything on 
this project can flow as per the 
vision plan,” concluded the 
Committee.           Lebo WA Majahe

In appreciating the value 
provided by Radio Veritas,  
and in honouring the Sacred 

Heart of Jesus Sodality’s commit-
ment to continually support the 
only Catholic Radio station in 
Southern Africa, members of the 
sodality represented by Archdio-
cesan committee members with a 
cheque of R50 000.

Some members of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus sodality went to the 
station to present the cheque on 
3 August to the station’s director, 

Sacred Heart sodality 
donates to Radio Veritas

Fr Emil Blaser OP.
 This small donation was 

collected from members of the 
sodality, where each member was 
asked to contribute R10 annually. 
The executive committee thanked 
members who continued to 
honour this commitment and 
urged all other members to follow 
suit. It also urged fellow 
Catholics to voluntarily make 
donations to the station in their 
personal capacity.

 Thulani Sibeko

Fr Victor Ngwenya with  
members of the CMA.

R6 678 495

Call-A-Catholic 
and Community 

Notices
This month, we have placed 
Call-A-Catholic on pages 
10 and 11. We are pleased 
to see that this community 
service is growing and we 
encourage our fellow Catho-
lics to support one another 
in businesses.

The Community Notices are 
on page 11. Please continue 
sending them.

The Church and Politics
From left: Fr Russell Pollitt SJ, Holy 
Trinity, Braamfontein; Fr Ernest 
Kabungo, St Francis, Yeoville and  
Fr Tony Daniels, Blessed Sacrament, 
Malvern also Dean of the central 
deanery, who hosted the Lay Lead-
ers’ Conference on 16 September at 
Malvern. After briefly sketching the 
interplay between church and civil 
authorities from the time of Jesus
to present, Fr Russell concluded that the church has always been involved in 
politics and the question is not so much as should the church be involved in 
politics, but how.                                                                                   Judy Stockill

Catholic Men’s 
Association 
(CMA) 
enrolments
The Catholic Men’s Association 
(CMA) enrolled six new  
members at Holy Rosary, Phiri  
on Sunday 27 August. The Mass 
celebrant was Fr Victor Ngwenya, 
parish priest and Chaplain of the 
CMA. The Deanery executive, as 
well as many parishioners were 
there to witness St Joseph at 
work.
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On the 12 August, over 20 
women attended a retreat at 

St Eugene de Mazenod, Eldorado 
Park.  The retreat was organised 
by Charlotte Cox and Sr Katy van 
Wyk. 

As the country celebrated 
Women’s Month, it was fitting 
that the theme was based on the 
Samaritan Woman. 

The woman in John’s Gospel, 
is referred to as the ‘Samaritan 
woman’ or sometimes as ‘the 
woman at the well’. She is not 
named, her identity seemingly 
tied up to her cultural and 
personal background (the woman 

An encounter with Jesus and 
the Samaritan woman

had five husbands). Jesus, in this 
encounter, saw beyond that – He 
saw a woman in need of healing 
and wholeness and He gave her 
that. With this new-found joy, 
peace, forgiveness, acceptance 
and love in her heart, she returned 
to her village and shared this good 
news, and invited people to come 
and see … to go and have their 
own encounter.

Likewise, the women on the 
retreat were invited to reflect on 
times when they felt “nameless”, 
ignored or discriminated against 
because of their cultural or 
religious identity, or when they 

discriminated against others. 
Having reflected on their own 

need for living waters, partici-
pants “went up to the well to 
draw water and drink.” They 
had silently prayed for their own 
healing and for the healing of 
the women in our country. The 
soothing voice of Monica 
Brown filled the room and the 
hearts of the participants with 
the words “Healing is Your 
touch O God, renewing the 
spirit of the broken… “ 

Sr Katy van Wyk

Our Lady Queen of Peace,  
Bophelong celebrated the baptism 
of children on 3 September.

  Dieketseng Mpakane, Baptism Catechist

BOPHELONG BAPTISMS The St Anne’s sodality of  
St Joseph’s, Katlehong vested 
four new members on Sunday, 
20 August. They are pictured 
with parish priest Fr Elijah Otu 
MSP. They are, from left:  
Paulina Mokone, Matilda Malo-
ba, Paulina Makhale and Mpho 
Mokwena. 

  Abel Dlamini 

Blessing 
   of bibles

St Anne’s sodality growing

Fr Tom Segami OMI, blesses parishioners’ personal bibles for spiri-
tual understanding of the word of God.                       Photo: Sello Mokoka

CONFIRMATIONS IN OCTOBER
Sun 1 10:30 St Anthony of Padua Evaton West
Fri 6 18:00 St Charles Victory Park
Sun 8 09:00 Kristo iNkosi Kwa Thema
Sat 14 17:30 Our Lady of Lourdes Rivonia
Sat 14 18:00 Immaculate Conception Rosebank
Sun 15 10:00 Our Lady of Sorrows Nigel
Fri 20 18:30 Our Lady of Cedars Woodmead
Sat 22 10:00 St Peregrine Laziosi Alra Park
Fri 27 19:00 Ressurection Bryanston
Fri 27 17:00 St Martin de Porres Geluksdal
Sun 29 09:00 Our Lady of Perpetual Help Vereeniging

PATRONAL FEASTS IN OCTOBER
1st St Thérèse, Alberton (1948); Edenvale (1938); Zondi
2nd Holy Angels, Bez Valley (1914)
4th St Francis of Assisi, Reiger Park (1965); Rust Ter Vaal (1968);  
 Vanderbijlpark (1960); Yeoville (1913).
7th Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, Krugersdorp (1891); The Holy Rosary, 
 Phiri (1969)
16th St Margaret, Diepkloof (1964)

Four Johannesburg seminarians were raised to the order of transitional 
deacons on Saturday, 16 September. The ordination took place in Kenya, 

where they have been studying. From left: Boshom Mpetsheni, Abel Malu-
leka, Dan Sefako and Oupa Matseke. 

Spring time in Johannesburg 
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

3

Days, Dates  
and Calendars

Do you have a question  
about the Liturgy?

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 

• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

Lay ministers who proclaim 
the readings at Mass or 
who lead services in the 

absence of a priest and deacon 
will often become rather confused 
when faced with the options given 
in the big parish Lectionary and 
the little hand missals.

When planning the Liturgy of the 
Word, what are differences 
between Solemnities and Feasts 
that I must take into account?

After the Second Vatican Council, 
the Church simplified the ranking 
of various celebrations as follows: 
[1] Solemnities. These are the 
most important festivals. We 
always have the Gloria and the 
Creed on these days and there are 
two readings before the Gospel. 
[2] Feasts. These are days of less-
er importance. We sing the Gloria, 
but there is no Creed. There is 
only one reading before the 
Gospel. [3] Memorials. These fes-
tivals are many in number, but of 
least importance. There is no need 
to interrupt the regular cycle of 
readings on a Memorial, unless it 
commemorates a New Testament 
saint in which case there may be a 
‘proper reading’ fixed for that day 
which mentions that saint. 

How do I know when to prepare 
the Sunday readings and when to 
prepare the readings of a feast 
day?

Solemnities are celebrated every 
year. When they fall on a Sunday 
in Ordinary Time, then they 
eclipse that Sunday, but when one 
falls on a Sunday in Advent, Lent 
or Easter, the Sunday readings 
take precedence and the Solemnity 
moves to the next free day. There 
are two types of Feast: Feasts of 
the Lord (e.g.: The Presentation – 
2 February) and Feasts of Saints 
(e.g.: St. Mary Magdalen – 22 
July). If a Feast of the Lord falls 
on a Sunday in Ordinary Time, 
then it takes the place of the 
Sunday. All saints’ days, whether 
Feasts or Memorials, fall away 
altogether in those years when 
their regular date occurs on a 
Sunday.

I have now been put on the roster 
to proclaim the first reading at 
weekday Masses in our parish. 
Last month I got muddled up when 
preparing at home for the feast 
days on 8 and 14 September. How 
many readings were we supposed 
to have on those days?

On 8 September the Church cele-
brates the birthday of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. This is a Feast of a 
Saint, so there is only one reading 
before the Gospel. Two readings 
are given in the Lectionary, but 
these are alternatives. The presid-
ing minister should indicate which 
of the two he would prefer to be 
used that year. The Exultation of 
the Holy Cross is the Feast of the 

Lord we have on 14 September. 
Two readings are given in the 
Lectionary for those years in 
which 14 September falls on a 
Sunday. In all other years, only 
one of the two readings is used. 
The same applies on all Feasts of 
the Lord (2 Feb, 6 Aug, 14 Sep, 9 
Nov.)

In my Daily Missal I have ribbons 
marking where we are in the 
Cycle of Seasons, and another in 
the Cycle of Saints’ days.  I usual-
ly get ready for Mass on the eve-
ning of the day before, but some-
times find myself getting confused 
about which readings to prepare – 
those for the weekday in Ordinary 
Time, or those for the Saint’s day?

I understand your predicament 
completely! No one wants to pre-
pare the wrong readings and look 
like a fool the next day! Here are 
some rules of thumb: Solemnities 
and Feasts always have their own 
special readings. Memorials may 
have a special reading mandated, 
these are usually Memorials of 
Our Lady and other saints men-
tioned in the New Testament. 
When this happens you will find 
the instruction: “The first reading 
is proper to this memorial” printed 
in red ink on the relevant page in 
your Daily Missal.

For all other Memorials, the 
various readings and psalms given 
in the Daily Missal are merely 
suggestions. On such days it is 
better to take the readings of 
Ordinary Time so that those peo-
ple who go to Mass daily may 
continue to hear the cycle of read-
ings uninterruptedly. The suggest-
ed readings in the Daily Missal, or 
other readings taken from the lists 
given for different types of saints 
and martyrs, may be used if that 
day is of special local significance 
(e.g.: the saint commemorated is 
the patron to an institution or 
group within the parish). In such 
cases the priest and the liturgy 
committee should communicate 
their choice of readings to the lay 
ministers in good time. 

It is very heartening to know 
that you, and others like you, are 
taking care to exercise your litur-
gical ministry in the best way pos-
sible. I encourage all our lay min-
isters to keep on doing their best. 
Please write to me with any more 
questions you may have concern-
ing the liturgy so that I may help 
you in your preparation and 
understanding.

The Scalabrini  Institute for Human Mobility in 
Africa, the Catholic Parliamentary Liaison Office 
and the department of Pastoral Care for Migrants 

and Refugees organised a training course on migration 
for pastoral care agents.

The training took place at Koinonia House from 14 to 
17 August. Thirty-five participants came from dioceses 
around the country - Port Elizabeth, Durban, Pretoria, 
Cape Town and Johannesburg took part. Topics included 
understanding  international migration in Africa, 
migration in the Bible, the teaching of the church on 
migration, the history of pastoral care for migrants and 
refugees, the human rights of migrants, advocacy and 
networking, counselling on migration, migration and 
health, the laity in the ministry to the migrants, theology 
of migration, the challenge of religious diversity on 

Training for 
pastoral 
agents
Left: A group photo after the  
awarding of certificates.

Below: Sr Ursula Hinchion, Nadine 
Marsampu, Mantika Ndlovu and 
Odile Moteba.

migration, migration: pastoral planning in the 
migrant ministry and a round table discussion on 
stateless children. 

Sr Maria de Lurdes Lodi Rissini, Head of the  
Department of Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees.

The Office of Divine Worship 
and Liturgy hosted a work-
shop for deacons at the 

Cathedral on 2 September. About  
23 deacons, mostly from the West 
Rand and Far East, attended the 
workshop that aimed to enhance 
their understanding and confidence 
in the ministry.

he made an impassioned plea to the old guard 
to attend such workshops as there were 
ongoing formations in the ministry.

Fr Malcolm ended the proceedings with a 
prayer and a blessing after the deacons offered 
a sign of gratitude to the priest. 

  Abel Dlamini

Workshop for deacons

Left: Participants listen attentively as Fr Malcolm 
delivers a lecture at the deaconate workshop

Fr Malcolm McLaren facilitated the 
workshop after a welcoming address 
and introduction by the chairperson 
of the board of the deacons,  
Rev Mike Carroll.

Fr Malcolm listed eight different 
types of books which, he said, 
formed a vital cog in the ministry. He 
urged them to have the books as a 
point of reference, adding that they 
were a source of information that 
seeks to respond to interrogative 
words such as – how, why, when and 
what – in the ministry. Under the 
theme: ‘Important Liturgies’, the 
priest listed and explained some 
important preliminaries that include, 
among others, the presider at Mass 
and, the concelebrant. 

In defining the roles and functions 
of a deacon during Mass, the priest 
described the position of a deacon 
during entrance procession, at the 
altar and through to the final 
doxology of the Eucharist prayer. He 
also explained the handling of the 
paten and the chalice.

After the lecture, Fr Malcolm 
fielded questions from the deacons.

Rev Mike Carroll, from the Blessed 
Sacrament, Malvern, said that 
although he was impressed by the 
interaction and the enthusiasm 
displayed by the deacons, he was 
unmistakeably disappointed by the 
turnout. 

Saying that most of those who 
attended were the newly-ordained, 

Below: Fr Malcolm McLaren, pictured with the 
deacons after the workshop at the Cathedral.
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Bible Sunday

 
Letters to the Editor
Marian Shrine fund-raising drive

4

I have, in recent months, interacted with a number of fellow Catholics 
about the building of the Shrine within the Archdiocese. Through those 
interactions, I realised that there is an even greater need for such a 

sacred place within our region. This shrine will allow all Catholics and 
Christians to undertake pilgrimages as they deepen their faith, pray, adore 
and venerate our Mother of Mercy.

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis at the Prayer Vigil of the Jubilee of Divine 
Mercy, in April 2016 said: “How  beautiful  it would be  to have as a  
reminder/a memorial … in  every Diocese during this Year of  Mercy, an  
institutional  expression of Mercy  e.g. a  Hospital …  It would  be very good  for 
each  Diocese  to consider:   What can  we leave as a living memory,  as  a work 
of  living mercy,  as a wound of the living Jesus Christ for this  Year of Mercy?  
Let us reflect on this and speak to our Bishops about it.” In heeding this call, 
after reflection and prayer about this desire and request of the Holy Father, 
His Grace Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI declared the Marian Shrine as a 
lasting memorial or monument of mercy for the Archdiocese of 
Johannesburg.

To date, the Shrine site has welcomed a number of lay leaders and 
parishioners who came to visit, has hosted a number of vigils in celebration 
of different feasts of the church, has seen different priests lead different 
groups, formations and sodalities for their various retreats and has been 
visited by guests, travellers and Catholics from different parts of the world 
for their prayer stops. There are retreats, masses, prayers, novenas and 
different religious events on a weekly basis taking place at the Shrine.

However, as this is still vacant land without necessary amenities, it has 
become essential to build a chapel, church, ablution facilities and to 
upgrade the dormitories. As a result of these needs, funds are required to 
build at the Shrine site – at an estimated cost of R25 million. Hence the 
appeal goes out to all Catholics to contribute towards this.    Tshepo Mofokeng

St Joseph’s, Katlehong 
launched its annual ‘Health 
Steps with Jesus’ by having 

a 5km run/walk on 26 August. 
The primary focus was to encour-
age healthy living, but also to 
contribute towards the parish’s 
fundraising. The invitation was 
extended to Near East Rand 
deanery parishes, and to friends 
and family that are non-Catholic. 
Participants ranged from grannies 

On Sunday 27 August, the 
first six St Anne’s sodal-
ity aspirants belonging to 

St John Bosco were accepted as 
full members. 

Parish priest, Fr John Thomp-
son SDB officiated at the enrol-
ment ceremony where the distinc-
tive St Anne’s purple cloaks and 
medals were blessed. Senior 
members of the sodality assisted 
the new incumbents in wearing 
their new uniforms for the first 
time. Mass was followed by a 
celebratory lunch. 

On 27 August, Regina Mundi, Moroka, the Sacred Heart sodality men  
welcomed five members. The women pictured were pinned as a symbol  
of having completed the one-year probation period. The ceremony was 
blessed by Fr Reginald Anthony OMI.                                                    Miranda Duze

Sacred Heart sodality’s new 
members and aspirants

Health Steps 
with Jesus

Some of the ladies from Thokoza 
Care of the Aged and Our Lady 

of Mt Carmel, Thokoza.

Below: Keletso (in front), from left 
Bongi, Xoli, Motlatsi (St Joseph’s, 
Katlehong).

and grandfathers to children. The 
parish’s health desk gave good 
tips on how to prepare for the 
walk, especially for people with 
chronic conditions. The pro-
gramme started at the Hunterfield 
stadium with the run/walk led by 
the Ekurhuleni metro police 
department and finishing off 
back at the stadium. 

At the finish line, participants 
received goodie bags. This was 

followed by aerobics and dance. 
Lastly, we were entertained with a 
soccer match – youth vs dads. 

Parish priest, Fr Elijah Otu MSP, 
blessed us with his presence. We 
would like to thank everyone who 
heeded the call and made this day 
a success. We look forward to the 
2018 edition ‘Health Steps with 
Jesus’.

Xoli Makumsha

The newly-clothed members of St Anne’s Sodality proudly hold their  
candles. They are pictured with senior members, Fr John Thompson SDB 
and Rev Victor Ho.

Congratulations to Thokozile 
Legodi, Kedibone Lucky 
Malange, Maria Emma Zulu, 
Mohlatleho Sekoaila, Khumbu-
zile Sotsaka and Matshediso 
Hilda Ndiweni who made the 
commitment to join and obey the 
constitution of St Anne’s sodality. 
Senior member, Agatha Zwane 
guided and tutored them for the 
past year.

 We hope and pray that the St 
Anne’s sodality will flourish at 
the St John Bosco parish.

Kevin Luk

Enrolments of new members 
into St Anne’s sodality

Holy Angels celebrated Bible 
Sunday on 27 August at the 

10:00 Mass. The teachers had 
carried the vessels and vestments 
for the altar at the entrance pro-
cessions. After Fr Arnaldo 
Nyathi’s homily, the teachers 
read out the tips on how to go 
about familiarising themselves 
with the Bible. Thereafter, the 
catechism children from grades 
R to two, the Holy Communion 
class, post Communion classes 
one and two and first, second 
and final year confirmation read 
and explained what they are 
focusing on in their respective 
classes. They read the scripture 
and mentioned from which part 
of the Bible it comes.

Celebrating 
Bible Sunday
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JUSTICE & PEACE NEWS
Gender-based violence 
helpdesks launched

September is Arbour Month 
and so the Catholic Youth 
Network for Environmental 

Sustainability in Africa (CYNESA) 
South Africa chapter, together with 
Justice and Peace members from 
St Charles Lwanga, Orange Farm 
embarked on a greening initiative 
by planting trees. The trees were 
planted in a neglected open space 
near the parish which was used as 
a dumping site.  

The 10 trees, whose botanical 
name is Rhus Lancea, and the 
manure were donated by Johan-
nesburg City Parks and Zoo.  

Itumeleng Pooe from the Green-
house Project, who also works 

Left: Xolani Letuke, Tebello 
Rampo, Tebogo Masunyane and 
Itumeleng Pooe.

Improving air quality 
by going green

with the Emmarentia Botanical 
Gardens, is a parishioner at Holy 
Rosary, Phiri.

“Like human beings, plants 
need food, love and care. For 

them to flourish, they need water, 
manure, sun and air which help 
plants grown healthily,” he said.

St Charles Lwanga was chosen 
because it is situated in the Vaal 
Deanery which has poor air 
quality – the parish has been 
leading when it comes to raising 
much-needed awareness as far as 
environmental issues are 
concerned in the community. 
Secondly, because the CYNESA 
team came from Kenya for the 
launch of CYNESA SA Chapter, 
said the group’s South African 
country director, Tebello Rampo. 

Every tree was named after one 
of the group members who will 
ensure that they are watered and 
taken care of. 

             Lerato Mohone

On 26 August, men from the 
Justice and Peace department 

and the Catholic Men’s Association 
(CMA), under the HeForShe 
Campaign, took part in a march 
under the walk-and-talk banner. The 
campaign seeks to highlight the 
scourge of gender-based violence. 
The campaign started with a march 
at New Bridge, Naledi, where one of 
the victims was raped and stoned to 
death.  

Fr Marek Przybys SCJ opened with 
a prayer. He was followed by head of 
the Justice and Peace department, 
Joseph Dube who explained the 
HeForShe campaign and the walk-
and-talk project. 

The HeForShe campaign is a 
United Nations Women initiative 

Joseph Dube and Fr Marek Przybys 
addressing the crowd at New Bridge, 
Naledi.

Catholic Men’s Association members 
taking a stand again abuse.

Episcopal vicar for the department  
of Justice and Peace, Fr Innocent  

Mabheka SCJ and Fr Tente Sompane SCJ.

On 25 June, the helpdesk was launched 
at Kristo iNkosi, KwaThema. Parish 
priest, Fr Mark James OP,  celebrated 
Mass. Organisations that took part in the 
presentation after Mass were the 
Department of Home Affairs, Ekurhuleni 

During Women’s Month the 
Justice and Peace depart-
ment shone a spotlight on 

the scourge of gender-based 
violence.

The department’s head, Joseph 
Dube, said that in 2015 it con-ducted 
a survey on gender-based violence 
in which 600 respondents were 
interviewed. Forty percent reported 
cases to the church. As a result of a 
report that was compiled, the 
department decided to train 
counsellors who would work in 
parishes.  

Nyolohelo parish launched its own 
gender-based violence help-desk on 
Bible Sunday. The Minister of Women 
and Children, Susan Shabangu 
graced the occasion.

Mass was celebrated by parish 
priest, Fr Simphiwe Kheswa OFM,  
Fr Chaka Motanyane OP and  
Fr Nhlanhla Mkhize from Mariannhill 
diocese. They were assisted by 
Dominican brothers Francis Ampon-
sah and Godfrey Chikaura and  
Rev Simon Mokoena. 

On gender-based violence and 
abuse, Fr Simphiwe said a woman in 
an emotionally-abusive situation 
may not be abused physically, but 
they are “beaten within”. Break the 
silence and talk about it, he urged.

Ntswaki Maduna from People 
Opposing Women Abuse said abuse 
did not happen overnight. It starts 
with little things like being told that 
“you are not good enough” and 
being compared to others. Over 
time, a person’s self-esteem is 
crushed and they feel unworthy of 
anything that is good, she said.

Minister Shabangu said she could 
attest to the history of the Catholic 
Church and its role in the struggle, 
including bullet holes in the struc-
tures of Regina Mundi, Moroka. “The 
church provided a safe haven for 
many young boys and girls. It should, 
therefore, carry on in this direction 
by providing help, not only to 
Catholics, but to all victims of 
gender-based violence in the 
community, including men,” she said.

The minister thanked the 
department of Justice and Peace. 
“You are showing consciousness – an 
awareness of the injustices. We need 
to work together in ensuring that 
gender-based violence ends,” she 
added.

Parishioner, Lebotho Lerata 
donated cash towards the hosting of 
this event.                  Lerato Mohone

Gender-based violence counsellors with 
Episcopal Vicar for J&P department,  
Fr Innocent Mabheka SCJ in a white  
shirt and minister Susan Shabangu.

Nyolohelo

St Albert’s, Vosloorus 
Justice and Peace (J&P) group members 
with Fr Similo Mngadi at St Albert’s, 
Vosloorus, J&P head of department 
Joseph Dube, J&P coordinator Char-
maine Khawula attended on 23 July when 
the helpdesk was launched. The South 
African National Council on Alcoholism 
which includes drug dependency, made a 
presentation.

Macsteel Trading in Germiston donat-
ed the furniture for the helpdesk. 

Simon Matoma and Sixtus Mohlala 
– St Francis Xavier Evaton about to enter 
the donated caravan.

The Seekers’ Tower Ministries, Vereenig-
ing donated a caravan that will be used 
as a counselling office. 

Fr Dominic Hessinon celebrated 
Mass. Pulane Matela, a social worker 
from the parish delivered a talk.

The Department of Social Develop-
ment, Vanderbijlpark, Thuthuzela Care 
Centre, Vereeniging, attended. 

St Joseph the Worker,  
Boipatong

Inset from left: St Joseph the Worker, 
Boipatong, Mpho Mofamere from  
St Albert’s Vosloorus, Maria Bester-
Phongula from St Joseph, Boipatong 
and Simon Matoma from St Benedict’s, 
Sebokeng at the launch on 9 July.

Metro Police Department’s Social Crime 
Unit, Correctional Services, Ubuntu 
gender-based violence activists, Springs 
Family Violence, the Child Protection 
and Sexual Offences Unit, the South 
African National Council and Drug 
Dependence, St Andrew’s Anglican 
Church, South African National Tubercu-
losis and Unity is Strength Interchange 
Community Foundation.

Charmaine Khawula, J&P Coordinator

Kristo iNkosi, Kwa-Thema which encourages men to lead 
campaigns on gender and 
inequality.

Names of the victims of gender- 
based violence in Soweto were 

read out as well as those of others 
around South Africa. 

 The CMA has committed to work 
with the department on their  
16 Days of Activism Against Women 
and child abuse campaigns.  It, 
together with the group ‘Com-
munity Safety’ marshalled the 
crowd.  The CMA deputy chair-
person, Thami Makhoba was the 
programme director. T-shirts were 
handed out. Tshepo Tsotetsi 
provided water for the crowd. The 
Department of Social Development 
and South African Police Service 
also attended the event. 

campaign march
‘HeForShe’

Spring Day at 
the Chancery

On 1 September, Chancery staff all 
brought a plate of food to celebrate 
the day.

Given Zondo, Marieke Vrugtman 
and Theodora Mabaso.

Back, from left: Emma Zemura, 
Dickson Mofokeng, Charmaine 
Makhubela. In front: Rose Rubushe.
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Growth in Masolenyana
Masolenyana sodality of St Joseph’s, Katlehong accepted 13 aspirants 
into the sodality on Sunday, 27 August. They pledged their commitment 
to the sodality before parish priest, Fr Elijah Otu MSP. Pictured with 
aspirants are, back row from right: Mamawa Litha – spiritual leader; 
Hlengiwe Mokhesi – chairperson and newly-vested Sharon Mosae.

 Abel Dlamini

6

Registration for the Mini World 
Youth Day has been extended 
due to an overwhelming 

response from young people wish-
ing to attend the event. 

Register on the youth depart-
ment website www.catholicyouth-
jhb.com to secure their space by 
depositing their money. For late 
registrations, each pilgrim is 
expected to pay R2 600, which will 
cover Mini WYD registration, trans-
port, accommodation and meals. 
Each pilgrim will also get a pilgrim’s 
pack. Accomodation for the young 
people will be in well-established, 
three-star hotels which are in close 
proximity to the venue for the  
main events. 

The opening Mass will be on 
Thursday, 7 December, where Arch-
bishop Stephen Brislin, the chair-
person of the SA Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference will preside. Cardinal 
Wilfrid Napier will welcome pilgrims 
with Bishop Stanley Dziuba and 
SACBC Secretary General,  

In honour of Arbour week, Holy Rosary School planted a White Karee 
Tree. Arbour Week serves to promote awareness for the need to plant 
and maintain indigenous trees throughout South Africa. Seen here is 
the high school’s environmental committee, with Paula Oosthuizen.

St John Bosco First Holy Communions
Linda Ferreira, catechetics co-ordinator of St John Bosco, Robert-
sham is seen with the First Holy Communion children getting ready 
to process into the church for Mass.                             Kevin Luk

Caring for the 
       environment

Sr Herminigild Makoro, speaking. 
The main event will be preceded 

by specific days in the parish pro-
gramme, taking place from 3 to 
5 December, which is an optional 
activity. Accomodation and food will 
be provided by host parishes, and 

pilgrims wishing to participate 
should liaise with the Youth 
Department for transport. 

Lebo WA Majahe

YOUTH NEWS

Choirs from a number of 
Catholic schools gathered 
to celebrate the annual 

Catholic Schools’ Office Choir 
Festival.  On Tuesday, 12 Sep-
tember, more than 1 000 learners 
gathered at the Linder Auditor-
ium at the Wits School of Educa-
tion. On the second day of the 
festival, Wednesday, 13 Sep-
tember, Holy Rosary School, 
Edenvale hosted another 1 000 
young people for a workshop-
type event. Here learners 

workshopped and performed 
songs in their different phase 
groups under the careful 
supervision of their music 
teachers. The 2017 theme song, 
Walking Forward Together, was 
beautifully-performed as the 
massed item on both days.

We salute the teachers and 
choirs who came together to 
share and showcase their 
magnificent talent. All the hours 
of preparation that went into 
both events made the festivals a 

wonderfully-worthwhile 
experience. It truly is a special 
blessing to be able to use our 
varied gifts of music, song and 
dance during this Heritage 
Month to build unity, experience 
harmony and to affirm the 
giftedness of our young people. 

The choir festivals are among 
our many proud moments as we 
celebrate the legacy of Catholic 
education.

CSO Team

Annual Catholic Schools 
Office choir festival

Singing at Holy Rosary.

Getting ready to sing  
at Holy Rosary.

Singing at the Linder Auditorium.
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     Marian Year  
      Pilgrimage Walk       

  “Pilgrimage means a break-away from 
the familiar in order to insert ourselves 
into a different spiritual environment.”   
         Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, 
        Pastoral Letter 4 

 

05:15 Registration at Our Lady of Lebanon 
06:00 Angelus and start of pilgrimage walk 
07:15  Optional bathroom stop at Rand Water  

08:15 Rest stop, refreshments, confessions 
08:45 Resume walking 
11:00 Lunch break, confessions  

12:30 Resume walking 
14:15 Rest stop at Regent’s View 

14:45 Resume walking 

16:00 Arrival, Stations of the Cross 
16:30 Holy Mass—Chapel of Our Lady of Mercy 

   Everyone is welcome! 
   To pre-register : Electra   082 894 6193 
                                Jenny   071 132 2007 

 

      From the Shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon, Mulbarton  
    to the Chapel of Our Lady of Mercy, Walkerville 
                         on Saturday, 7th October 2017                     
     The Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary 

Dr Heinz Wirz has served St 
Augustine since its inception 

in 1999 as the Catholic Univers-
ity of South Africa when he was 
appointed founding director. He 
held a position on the board until 
his resignation last month mark-
ing eighteen years of service. 

Dr Wirz has also been a 
member of the St Augustine 
senate and has served on a 
number of senate committees.

“I am deeply honoured to invite 
Dr Wirz to accept this award as a 
sign of our gratitude and appreci-
ation for his dedication and 
loyalty to St Augustine,” said 
Prof Garth Abraham, President of 
St Augustine College.

The St Monica Award, named 
after the mother of St Augustine, 
was introduced in 2006 to honour 
those who have, in some 
meaningful way, made an 
important contribution to the life 
of St Augustine College.

Dr Wirz has an academic and 
practical background in medicine 

and surgery and a deep 
commitment to his Catholic faith. 
He is well-known for his natural 
family planning and human 
sexuality programmes he has 
presented for many years.  

Dr Wirz, a parishioner at St 
Therese, Edenvale, is the 
founding member and current 
president of the Fertility Mastery 
Association of South Africa, 
founder of the ‘Just-1-teenager’ 
youth human sexuality pro-
gramme and founding and 
executive member of the ‘African 
Family Life Federation’ until 
2014. 

He works closely with 
Theology of the Body. Prof 
Abraham admires that, in 
following the teachings of 
St John Paul II, Dr Wirz has 
shown how to live to be happy 
now and for eternity.

Judy Stockill

The St Monica Award was  
conferred on Dr Heinz Wirz 
(left) by St Augustine. Prof 
Garth Abraham, President and 
CEO of the college made the 
presentation at the celebration 
of the Feast of St Augustine.

Founder 
    Honoured

Mass celebrating St Aug-
ustine College’s patronal 
feast was followed by a 

cocktail reception, hosted by the 
Alumni Association.

Prof Garth Abraham, President 
and CEO gave an overview of the 
state of the college. After dwelling 
for some time on what he referred 
to as its ‘tragic finances’, he said 
that all St Augustine’s needs for 
financial security is an increase in 
fee-paying students. Prof Abraham 
appealed to all present to make the 
college known and to encourage 
enrolments.

New under-graduate 
degree

In 2018, St Augustine will offer a 

The Ethiopian and Eritrean 
communities came from wide 
and far to welcome their new 

chaplain, Fr Yoseph Yakob Guduno. 
On the day, the church celebrated 
the Feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary at St Francis of 
Assisi, Yeoville.

Mass was said by parish priest,   
Fr Ernest Kabungo Mulenga CMM,  
Fr Benedict Mtena, Fr Matthew 
Mangestu and Fr Yoseph Guduno.

Fr Ernest said: “We share the joy of 
the Ethiopian and Eritrean communi-
ties as they welcome their own 
chaplain. We wish the grace of God 
to be with you and your chaplain as 
you embark on this journey of faith.” 

“Today we celebrate Mary. She is 
one of the people God used to fulfil 
His promise to His people. God, the 
Creator, approached His own 
creature to have her own consent so 
He could fulfil His work,” he said.  

In his homily, Fr Benedict said: 
“Mary was chosen to be a channel 
through which our Saviour came to 
the world. Human beings have 36 
chromosomes from their parents. 
Jesus received all His 36 chromo-
somes from Mary making His bio-
logical body that of Mary 100%.”

He went on to say that Mary is the 
second Eve and that often we see 
the image of Mary with a snake 
underneath her feet. We are invited 
to be like Mary – the second Eve – 
and evil should be under our feet like 
Mary. 

The national coordinator of the 
community, Hailu Adalo, gave a brief 

Msgr Dr Marc de Mûelenaere 
(left), co-ordinator of St Augustine 
College’s Canon law programme 
and Fr Anthony Egan SJ, lecturer 
in applied ethics, celebrated Mass 
in the chapel on the Victory Park 
campus on the Feast of the col-
lege’s patron.

Feast of St Augustine
new undergraduate degree, a 
BComm PPE. This Bachelor of 
Commerce degree will have 
economics as a major, and either 
philosophy or politics as a second 
major. Applications are open, and 
the next intake of students will be 
in January 2018.

Like all St Augustine’s under-
graduate degrees, it will include 
compulsory modules on writing 
and research skills and graduates 
will have learnt ‘to think rigor-
ously, so as to act rightly and to 
serve humanity better’. Other 
compulsory subjects for the 
BComm PPE degree include 
mathematics, statistics and 
accounting. This multidisciplinary 

qualification will prepare gradu-
ates for careers that require critical 
thinking, logical reasoning, and a 
solid foundation in commercial 
literary and numeracy. The degree 
can be attained in three years of 
full-time study, or six years on a 
part-time basis.
Honoured among Africans
Only two Catholic universities in 
Africa have been included on the 
Papal team to advise Pope Francis 
on topical African affairs, and one 
of them is St Augustine, Prof Abra-
ham announced proudly.

The Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference has recently 
demonstrated confidence in the 
future of St Augustine by 
converting an earlier loan into 
grant worth R8 million.

See www.staugustine.ac.za
for details of about under and 

post graduate degrees, certificates 
and short courses at St Augustine 
College.                     Judy Stockill

Ethiopian/Eritrean community 
chaplain
Ethiopian/Eritrean community 
chaplain

Fr Yoseph  
Yakob Guduno.

Ethiopian/Erit-
rean community 

national 
coordinator,  
Hailu Adalo.

history of how the community was 
founded in the Archdiocese with the 
Yeoville parish being the central area 
where people assembled. 

Traditional Ethiopian food such as 
‘dofe’ and traditional coffee were 
served to the faithful after Mass. 

Lerato Mohone 

Ethiopian choir from the Archdiocese of Pretoria.
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On 27 August, St Pius X, 
Mofolo Central celebrated 

its feast day. Mass was cele-
brated by Fr Mariano Perez 
MCCJ who was standing in for 
Fr Innocent Daniel CMF who 
was on leave and Fr Kgomotso 
Sebopela MCCJ, visiting priest 
from Chad.

Parishioners were given a brief 
history of their St Pius X – he 
was a tireless defender of the 
Catholic faith who retained, 
despite his many battles, a very 
Eucharistic and pastoral heart. 
He had many saintly virtues – 
piety, charity, deep humility, 
pastoral zeal, and simplicity.

The parish priest of Tombolo, 
who remained a country  priest 
at heart throughout his life, 
faced the problems and evils of 
a strife-torn world with the spiri-
tual fervour of a crusader.

The inscription on his tomb in 
the crypt of the basilica of  
St Peter’s gives the most elo- 
quent testimony to a life spent   
in the service  of God. It reads: 
Born poor and humble of heart, 
undaunted champion of the 
Catholic faith – Zealous to 
restore all things in Christ – 
Crowned a holy life with a holy 
death. 

Pope St Pius X led the church   
in an incredible spiritual crusade 
against modernism. He also 

brought about great fruits in the 
church by promoting Marian 
devotions, the daily reception of 
the Holy Eucharist and faithful 
parish-based catechesis, 

Zandile Ngubeni

Fr Kgomotso Sebopela MCCJ 
from Chad  (left) and  Fr Mariano 
Perez MCCJ

A montage of pictures taken on 
the feast day celebrated at Mofolo 
Central.

Celebrating the feast St Pius X

Members of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus from the Vaal 

Deanery gathered at Blessed 
Joseph Gerard, Orange Farm on  
1 September.

Fr Benno Singer opened the first 
session by talking about the saints 
who were devoted to the Sacred 
Heart.

The second session was about 
urging the members to have a 
good relationship and to be 
considerate of people’s feelings.

Retreat participants with Fr Benno Singer.

Sacred Heart of 
Jesus sodality 
retreat

Members were urged not to 
show rejection and indifference, 
instead they should show tolerance 
and acceptance of one another.

Confession and the recitation of 
the Rosary were conducted in such 

a way that it proved how unity 
can bring spiritual cleansing.  
The day ended with Mass and 
benediction.

Erlsie Hlatshwayo

Women’s Month 
Celebration at 
Evaton
Women from various sodalities and 
youth gathered in one spirit at  
St Francis Xavier, Small Farms, Eva-
ton to celebrate Woman’s Month  
on 26 August. The day started with 
a prayer and different speakers 
took to the stage to enlighten 
women on different topics. 

Puleng Mokoena

In light of the recent World Literacy Day on 8 September, Holy Rosary 
High School’s girls and teachers dressed up as their favourite literary 
characters to celebrate the day. There was a wonderful spirit of enthu-
siasm. Seen here are a group of grade 11s dressed as Snow White and 
The Seven Dwarves: Kelly Winter, Grace Morgan, Silindile Mthembu, 
Zandri Du Toit, Michaela Mitchell, Jadelyn Davies, Thandi Okwirry, 
and Taylor Sheffield.

Celebrating World Literacy Day

The newly-elected Archdio-
cesan Executive Committee 
of the Daughters of St Anne 

held its first annual general meet-
ing.  Chairperson, Khosi Lunga 
welcomed the Spiritual Director  

Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde

Daughters of 
St Anne AGM

Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde and all 
parishes. She also congratulated 
all deanery/parish’s newly- 
elected executive committees. 

The purpose of the meeting 
was to account for all work 
done, to encourage executive 
committees 
who have taken office to con-
tinue with the baton handed to 
them and to outline the objec-
tives of taking the sodality for-
ward in terms of making the new 
pastoral centre and Mother of 
Mercy Shrine Project in the 
Magaliesburg, a success. 

The Daughters of St Anne 
sodality is in five deaneries: 
South West, East Rand, Vaal, 
Central and West Rand. After 
listening to all the presentations 
done by the presidents, Fr Nkosi-
nathi expressed his appreciation 
for the team work and love he 
has seen thus far. He further 
encouraged members to promote, 
drive and maintain more spiritual 
growth within the sodality. He 
also motivated deaneries to 
financially support all projects, 
especially the new Shrine  
project.                 

Mpho Montle , Daughters of St Anne 
Archdiocesan Secretary
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 Fr Benen Fahy 
 Fr Jeremias Dos 
     Santos Martins
29th Fr Martin Morrissey
30th Fr Chaka Motanyane 
 Rev Michael Pinnock
31st  Rev Mnimzana Mpambani                   

1st    Fr Miguel De Lemos
3rd   Rev Abednigo Thokoane
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WORD OF GOD

Magnificat Four
Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the  
Bible Foundation writes about  
the Word of God in response to  
the Synod call for spiritual growth 
and on-going formation.

The first of September marks 
the celebration of Spring Day, 
and the World Day of Prayer for 

the Care of Creation.  

I had a dream.
In Our Suburb
19“There was a rich man who 

was dressed in purple and fine linen 
and lived in luxury every day.  × 

References for Luke 16:19
Cross References 
18 16:19 - Eze 16:49 

20At his gate was laid a beggar 
named Lazarus, covered with sores 
× 

References for Luke 16:20
Cross References 
19 16:20 - Ac 3:2 

21and longing to eat what fell 
from the rich man’s table. Even the 
dogs came and licked his sores.

Just Outside Your Fence × 
References for Luke 16:21

Cross References 
20 16:21 - Mt 15:27 ; Lk 15:16 

22“The time came when the 
beggar died and the angels carried 
him to Abraham’s side. The rich 
man also died and was buried. 23In 
Hades, where he was in torment, he 
looked up and saw Abraham far 
away, with Lazarus by his side. 24So 
he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, 
have pity on me and send Lazarus 
to dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue, because I am 
in agony in this fire.’  × 

References for Luke 16:24
Cross References 
21 16:24 - ver 30; S Lk 3:8 
22 16:24 - S Mt 5:22 

25“But Abraham replied, ‘Son, 
remember that in your lifetime you 
received your good things, while 
Lazarus received bad things, but 
now he is comforted here and you 
are in agony.  × 

References for Luke 16:25
Cross References 
23 16:25 - Ps 17:14 
24 16:25 - Lk 6:21,24,25 

26And besides all this, between us 
and you a great chasm has been set 
in place, so that those who want to 
go from here to you cannot, nor can 
anyone cross over from there to us.’ 

Moses and the Prophets
27“He answered, ‘Then I beg you, 

father, send Lazarus to my family, 
28for I have five brothers. Let him 
warn them, so that they will not 
also come to this place of torment.’  
× 

References for Luke 16:28
Cross References 
25 16:28 - Ac 2:40 ; 20:23 ; 1Th 4:6 

29“Abraham replied, ‘They have 
Moses and the Prophets; let them 
listen to them.’  × 

References for Luke 16:29
Cross References 
26 16:29 - S Lk 24:27,44 ; Jn 1:45 ; 
5:45-47 ; Ac 15:21 
27 16:29 - Lk 4:17 ; 24:27,44 ; Jn 1:45 

30“ ‘No, Father Abraham,’ he 
said, ‘but if someone from the dead 
goes to them, they will repent.’  × 

References for Luke 16:30
Cross References 
28 16:30 - ver 24; S Lk 3:8 
31 “He said to him, ‘If they do 

not listen to Moses and the Pro-
phets, they will not be convinced 
even if someone rises from the 
dead.’ ” (Luke 16: 22 – 31)

Before you jump to any conclu-
sions as to the teaching in this 
parable please note that the rich 
man is nameless and Lazarus is 
named five times. Lazarus means, 

‘God helps.’ There is hope for all 
of us.

“Lazarus, who lies in front and 
the rich man’s door is a living call 
to the rich man to remember God, 
but the he does not receive that call.  
He will be condemned not because 
of his riches, but for having been 
incapable of feeling compassion for  
Lazarus and helping him.

In part two the rich man seems to 
see Lazarus for the first time.  In 
life he pretended not to see him.  
How many times people pretend 
not to see the poor?  The poor do 
not exist for them.  The door that, 
in life, separated the rich form the 
poor, has been transformed into a 
great chasm.  Salvation means 
opening wide this door.  God’s 
mercy to us is linked to our mercy 
to our neighbour.  Remember we 
are created in the image and 
likeness of God. (Gen 1: 26) If I do 
not open wide the door of my heart 
to the poor, that door also remains 
closed to God. And that is terrible.” 
(Pope Francis)

Mary’s prayer offers us the assur-
ance that God is at work trans-
forming us.

51He has shown the power of his 
arm, he has routed the proud of 
heart.

52He has pulled down princes 
from their thrones and exalted the 
lowly.

53The hungry he has filled with 
good things, the rich sent empty 
away.

54He has come to the help of 
Israel his servant, mindful of his 
mercy.

How is God going to accomplish 
this transformation?

Twice the parable reminds us:
“You have Moses and the 

Prophets.”
The Word of God.
Scripture.
16Let the Word of God, dwell in 

you richly as you teach and 
admonish  one another. (Col 3: 16)

Jesus tells us, “I have come to set 
the earth on fire and how I wish it 
were already blazing.” (12: 49)  
Blazing with the Word of God.

“We must open our hearts to the 
Word of God, which calls us to love 
God and our neighbour. The Word 
of God can make an arid heart 
revive and heal it of its blindness.  
The rich man knew the Word of 
God but he did not let it enter his 
heart, he did not listen to lit, there-
fore, he was incapable opening his 
eyes and having compassion for the 
poor man. Truly I say to you, as you 
did it to one of the least of these my 
brethren you did it to me. (Mt 25: 40) 
Christ joins poverty and mercy.” 
(Pope Francis, 19 May 2016)

Everyone will be salted with fire;  
the salt of the Word of God. Keep 
salt in yourselves and you will have 
peace with one another. (Mk 9: 49–50)

53The hungry he has filled with 
the good things,

The  Word.

The Rich Man and Lazarus Fr Jomon Joseph, a diocesan 
priest from the Archdiocese 
of Changanacherry, India 

has recently started serving the 
Syro-Malabar community in the 
Archdiocese.

The Syro-Malabar Catholic 
Church or Church of Malabar 
Syrian Catholic is an Eastern 
Catholic Major Archiepiscopal 
Church in full communion with 
the Bishop of Rome. The Latin 
liturgy follows the Roman rite 
whereas the Syro-Malabar rite 
follows the East Syrian rite.

Syro-Malabar Catholics emi-
grated to many parts of the world, 
including South Africa. In this 
country, communities can be found 
in Pretoria, Johannesburg, Kim-
berly and Pietermaritzburg. In all 
these places, the Holy Qurbana 

Holy-Qurbana celebrated 
at Bryanston parish

Fr Jomon Joseph

(Holy Mass) in the Syro Malabar 
rite as a pastoral care of the local 
ordinaries of each Latin diocese, is 
celebrated. In the intercessory 
prayer of the Holy Qurbana, the 
names of the local ordinaries of 
each Latin bishops, and not of 
Syro-Malabar bishops are used “as 
we are under the pastoral care of 
the local bishops of South Africa, 
said Fr Jomon. 

“According to the teaching of 
the church and Canon Law, it is 
the right of the faithful to receive 
sacraments in their own rite. It is 
also the duty of local ordinary 
people to provide pastoral care to 
the faithful from other sui juris 
church who are residing in his 
province,” he added. 

It is done to encourage the 
faithful to practice in their own 

rite and thus to preserve the 
traditions of the sui juris churches 
of the universal church. Since the 
bishops of South Africa are con-
cerned about the Syro-Malabar 
migrants living in their juris-
diction, they have provided the 
faithful with pastors for their 
pastoral needs, he explained.  

Fr Jomon celebrates the Holy 
Qurbana every Sunday at The 
Church of the Resurrection, 
Bryanston at 4.30 pm. He will also 
administer other sacraments in the 
Syro-Malabar rite.    Lerato Mohone  

Khanya House 
celebrates World 
Day of Prayer

SA Catholic Bishops’ Conference staff 
during the celebration of World Day of 
Prayer for the Care of Creation.

During the Khanya House cele-
bration on 1 September, Fr Sakhi 
Mofokeng, the Secretary General 
for SA Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
(SACBC) Department for Formation, 
Life, and Apostolate of the Laity, 
during his homily to the SACBC 
Staff, emphasised the important 
role human beings have to take in 
caring for the creation of God. 

Fr Sakhi said that when God 
created human beings, His tone 
changed.  God first communicated 
with members of the Trinity, and 
said, “Let us create man in our 
image.” God, who is sovereign, 
created man and entrusted him 
with the responsibility of taking 
care of the whole creation.  
“Because of this responsibility the 
goal of man is show God’s right-
eous rule over all creation,” he said.

Fr Eduardo Guarin 23-10-82
Fr Emmanuel Wafula 22-10-89
Fr Ibercio Zevallos 12-10-91
Fr Christophe Boyer 08-10-94
Fr Zweli Mlotshwa 09-10-04
Fr Samuel Gitonga 20-10-05
Fr Deneys Williamson 08-10-16

3rd Fr Ronald Cairns
4th Fr Daniel Sehlapelo
6th Fr Michael Austin
14th Rev Philip Teulon
18th Rev Michael Sadie
19th Fr Philip Miller 
 Rev Douglas Boake
22nd Fr Mariano Perez Gonzalez
24th Fr Raphael Ntlou
25th Fr Joachim Malunga 
 Rev Ernest Madondo
28th Fr Benedict Mahlangu 

We celebrate 
with our Priests

Ordinations

The following Priests and 
Deacons celebrate their birth-
days and anniversaries of their 
ordination. Remember them in 
your prayers!

Birthdays in October

... and in early November

Fr Paul Tatu
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COMMUNITY NOTICES

Sodality of 
the Sacred Heart

invites all members and friends 
to the feast day celebration in 

honour of our patron, 
St Margaret Mary Alacoque 

on Saturday 21 October 
from 09:00-15:00, at St Francis 

Xavier, Small Farm, Evaton.

Pope’s Intentions: 
October

Workers and Unemployed: 
That all workers may receive 
respect and protection of their 
rights, and that the unemployed 
may receive the opportunity to 
contribute to the common good.

PILGRIMAGE TO THE 
MOTHER OF MERCY 

SHRINE, MAGALIESBURG
Fr S’milo and St Albert’s Parish 

Community invite you to a 
pilgrimage to the Mother of 

Mercy Shrine, Magaliesburg on 
the Feast of the Rosary, Saturday, 

7 October. Programme runs 
from 9am-3:30pm.

For enquiries, please call the 
parish office on (011)9063500 or 

Fr S’milo, 072-110-8615 or 
similomngadi@yahoo.com

MARIAN YEAR PILGRIMAGE 
WALK, WALKERVILLE

31 kilometres from Our Lady of 
Lebanon, Mulbarton to 

Walkerville on 7 October, the 
Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary. 

Mass, prayers, hymns, 
confessions.

Contact Electra 082-894-6193

PILGRIMAGE TO NGOME 
15-17 December 

Holy Trinity Church, 
Braamfontein 

Contact Oswald Mokoena on 
0820861334 or 0715455203; 

mokoenaoswald@gmail.com or 
parish office on 011 339 2826

Family of God Community 
invite you to attend the 

continuing seminar ‘Healing 
through Surrender to God & 

Love of Neighbour’ at 
St Charles, Victory Park from 
7.30pm to 9.30pm on Tuesday 

evenings, to 24th October

Office of Divine Worship 
& Liturgy – (011)402 6400
liturgy@catholicjhb.org.za

Altar Servers Workshop 
Wednesday 4 October to Friday 
6 October at Mother of Mercy 

Shrine Magaliesburg. 
The fee of R580 includes three 

days meals, accommodation and 
transport.

Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion Workshop
Saturday 14 October at Cathedral 

Christ the King, 09:00 - 13:00

20th ANNIVERSARY 
REVIVAL “TOTAL 

ABUNDANCE”
The Catholic Charismatic 

Renewal of Christ the King 
Cathedral, in commemoration of 
their 20th anniversary, presents a 

3-day revival programme 
preached by Fr Anthony Mario 

Ozele on the theme Total 
Abundance 

from Thursday 12 October 
to Saturday 14 October 

at Cathedral Place 
from 5 pm to 10 pm daily.

Day 1 –‘Living and dying for Christ.’ 
Phil. 1: 20-26
Day 2 –‘I the Lord will never forsake 
you.’ Isaiah 49; 1417
Day 3 –‘Eyes have not seen, ears 
have not heard what God has 
prepared for you.’ 1 Corinthians 2; 9.

CATECHETICAL DEPARTMENT
NOTICES

My Catholic Faith
14 October, session #6, 

Sacraments of Calling at 
Cathedral Place, 9:30-1:30

14 October, # 7, Catholic Prayer, 
Holy Cross, Zola, 9:30-1:30

21 October Catholic Prayer, Our 
Lady of Peace, Bophelong, 

9:30-1:30.

21 October Deanery 
Coordinators Meeting 

Cathedral Boardroom, 10:00

CATECHISTS’ 
PILGRIMAGE 

TO THE MARIAN SHRINE 
IN MAGALIESBURG

28 October 10:00am - 3:00pm, 
beginning with Mass at 10.

CURSILLO Cursillo 
(cur SEE yo) 

is a programme to develop one’s 
Christian formation. Those who 
have attended speak of a deeper 

spiritual awakening.  
Next Cursillo weekend, 
Cyara Lodge, Hekpoort,  

16-19 November. 
Contact Dirk, 0832091036 or 
dirkwvandoorene@gmail.com

‘Abortion Warning’
The pill can abort. See www.epm.
org/static/uploads/downloads/

bcpill.pdf Catholic users must be 
told to save their souls and their 

unborn infants. 082-609-6919
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Girlie Chauke was overjoyed when Fr Benno Singer, assisted by 
Deacon Vincent Booysen blessed her vestments on 3 September 

at Blessed Joseph Gerard, Palm Springs.
“The blessing will make the gown more respectable and inspire 

me to live my promises I made when I started the classes of extra-
ordinary Minister of Eucharist,” she said. She went on to say she will 
be of service to everyone and nothing will deter her in attending to 
peoples’ needs.                                                          Nyasha Kumurai

The Catholic Women’s League in the Archdiocese accepted to lead 
the Catholic Women’s League of Southern Africa as the New National 
Council members for the period 2017 - 2020.  

The theme for the three years is “Whom Shall I Send?”–   
Isaiah 6: 8 – “Thuma Mina” 

  Ida Steyn, Diocesan News Correspondent

Members of the Catholic Women’s League from St Theresa, Zondi 
recently did works of charity at the Wonke Wonke Day Care Centre at 
St Pius X, Mofolo. Pictured are Gugu Oliphant, Khosi Ngcobo, 
Nokuthula Ngcobo, Thandi Ngcobo and Ntombi Ndhlovu.

Blessing 
of

vestments

Leading at the National Conference

31st Priesthood 
Anniversary

Fr Jordan Ngondo recently cel-
ebrated his 31st priesthood anni-
versary at Good Shepherd, Protea 
Glen. With him is Fr Joe Matsau.

24th Priesthood 
Anniversary

An enjoyable and very happy lunch 
was had by Fr Hans Vos and friends 
from the St Martin de Porres Craig-
hall Park and Immaculate Concep-
tion and Rosebank parishes, in  
celebration of his 24th anniversary 
to the priesthood on 8 September.

Peggy Brauns

At its 28th national conference held in the Archdiocese of Pretoria,  
council members (pictured) seated from left: First Vice-President – Mavis 
Ngwenya, News Correspondent - Bongi Mavuka, National Chaplain –  
Rev Fr Anthony Spencer OFM, Treasurer – Gabriella Marsella, Secretary 
– Barbara Hayward, National President – Bernice Cocci, Second Vice-
president – Elaine Phillips.

On 10 September, the  
St Anne’s sodality welcomed 
new members – Catherine 

Sehloho, Edna Young, Ramona Pillay, 
Florence Fernando, Mirriam Setaka 
and Eunice Nonyana. The celebra-
tion took place at Sacred Heart, Palm 
Ridge. Mass was said by parish priest, 
Fr Godwin Garuba MSP.

Works of charity at day care centre

St Anne’s investitures

Ellen Phillips and Cherise Jordaan 
received probationary crosses.

Ramona Pillay strokes 
her St Anne medal.

Fr Godwin in his homily reiterated 
Ezekiel 3:18: “If you do not warn a 
wicked man and he dies in his 
iniquity, his blood I will require at 
your hands.

“That is a scary thing for us to 
answer to. It takes love to give 
counsel, to give advice to someone.

“Eternal damnation is not the will 
of God. John 10: 10 says ‘I have come 
that they might have life and have it 
in abundance’,” he said.

John 3: 17 tells us: “For God did 
not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but that the 
world might be saved through Him. 
That is what God wants for us”.  

“In the household of God, we are 
all equal. The hierarchy in the church 
is not of domination, but of service. 
The Pope once said ‘I am the servant 
of the servants of God’. The chief 
servant, Jesus Christ said ‘I have 
come not to be served but to serve’, 
he added.

He echoed Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale who, when he presided at 
one investiture ceremony, said that 
to be a member of a sodality is to go 
the extra mile.

Giving counsel to the ladies he 

said: “Have genuine concern for your 
fellow sodality members. Iron 
sharpens iron. We are, therefore, 
meant to sharpen each other and 
grow in the faith we profess.” 

   Fr Godwin expressed his hope 
that next year, all sodalities would 
have their investitures on a Saturday, 
as Sunday has its own liturgy. This 
will show that we are one nation, 
one God and one baptism as St Paul 
puts it, he said. 

The Archdiocese’s St Anne’s 
sodality president, Yvonne Skosana 
said it was encouraging to see young 
women wishing to walk in the 
footsteps of St Anne. The sodality 
works for the family, the church and 
the community she said in her brief 
explanation.

Fr Mariano Perez MCCJ was among 
the people who came to offer their 
support.                      Lerato Mohone

Christopher 
West Tour 
  

“Celibacy for the king-
dom should ache some-
times. If you are celi-
bate because you want-
ed to be celibate, then you have not 
made a true sacrifice for the sake of 
the kingdom,” said St John Paul II’s 
Theology of the Body (TOB) popular-
iser, Christopher West at the very first 
lecture he delivered in the country. 

The lecture was held on 7 Septem-
ber at the Cathedral to an audience 
made up mostly of priests and  
religious sisters and brothers. “You 
might think, what does a married 
man have to say about celibacy for 
the kingdom and how can a married 
person speak intelligently about that 
particular calling?” Christopher 
asked.

 He continued: “Well, let me flip 
the question back to you celibates. 
Aren’t you often asked, ‘what do you 
have to say about marriage’?” I hope 
to demonstrate that these two voca-
tions: marriage and celibacy for the 
kingdom flow from the same truth of 
human sexuality and what it means 
to be created male and female in the 
image and likeness of God.”

He went on to quote Matthew  
13:1 3 “They look but do not see” and 
John 1: 39 “…come and become one 
who sees”, which he would use inter-

changeably to  
emphasise a point.

Our bodies are  
theological, they are a 
study of God. Often we 
do not see what our 
bodies preach.

“Do we see our  
bodies the way God 
intended?” he asked. 

“Come and become one who sees”.
The purpose of our sexuality is to 

become a life-giving gift to others. It 
is to enter into the great mystery of 
Christ’ love for the church, he added. 
When lived authentically, Christian 
celibacy is not a rejection of sexuality 
and our call to union.

On the other hand, marriage 
doesn’t justify lust. As a sacrament, 
marriage is meant to symbolise the 
union of Christ and the Church 
(Ephesians 5:31-32).

Touching on pornography, he said 
it has swept the world because  
people are hungry for knowledge of 
the body but do not know how to 
feed the hunger.

This national speaking tour, a first 
of its kind, was organised by the 
Foundation for the Person and the 
Family.

When the session concluded, the 
Vicar General, Fr Paul Beukes OMI 
expressed his gratitude to 
Christopher, his colleague Jason 
Clarke, organisers, clergy and reli-
gious. Bishop Duncan Tsoke closed 
with a blessing.

Lerato Mohone

Christopher West 
and Jason Clarke


