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INVITATION

The Archdiocese of 
Johannesburg seems to be 
off the “drought season”, in 

terms of the intake of young men 
to the seminary, who are training 
for the priesthood, said Arch-
bishop Buti Tlhagale recently. 
Currently there are 21 seminar-
ians, with at least five deacons 
due to be ordained to the priest-
hood this year.

On 27 October, four of the 
young men, namely revs Oupa 
Matseke, Boshom Mpetsheni, 
Sefako Santawana and Abel Malu-
leka will be lifted to the order of 
the priesthood by Archbishop 
Buti. The joint ordination will 
take place at the Cathedral. 

For the past four years, the four 
deacons studied diligently and 

Long journey to priesthood 
soon to reach a conclusion

From left: Revs Boshom Mpetsheni, Sefako Santawana, Abel Maluleka and 
Oupa Matseke.

prayed among a culturally-diverse 
body of the church, based in 
Kenya, overcoming language and 
cultural barriers. Speaking to 
ADNews, Rev Matseke’s face 
beamed with joy, reminiscing on 
his journey until now.

“I realised I was called when I 
was drawn to the life of my then-
parish priest as an altar server  
and I pursued this journey with 
great zeal bringing me closer to 
God through my prayer life,”  
Rev Matseke said. The period of 
discernment is somehow a period 
of testing. “You do not have all 
questions answered, you are just 
guided by a feeling of content, 
which encourages you to keep 
trying,” he added. 

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ
Divine Renovation Conference
I invite you to join me in participating in a process of renewal which will help 
us as Church to revitalise our efforts in responding to Christ’s Great 
Commission.

It is my conviction, that our experience of the mass only comes to life as the 
“source and summit of Christian Life” when we are formed as missionary 
disciples of Christ.

 In response to the church’s call for a “’New Evangelisation” and for the 
Transmission of the Christian Faith, a two-day conference has been scheduled 
for 13 and 14 August 2018 at the Bryanston Parish.

Delegates will learn more about The Divine Renovation model from the 
author himself, Father James Mallon of Archdiocese of Halifax, Canada. We will 
hear testimonies from Father Mallon and Father Mackay as well as lay people 
who have had the opportunity to engage with the Divine Renovation process 
in their parishes. 

I am most excited about this opportunity, offered in conjunction with Alpha 
International and the Divine Renovation Institute, to touch the lives of many 
people and bring them into a relationship with God. This is an ideal 
opportunity for us to discover new ways to reach the unchurched and non-
church going Catholics.

Registration can take place online at https://divinerenovation.co.za and the 
cost is only R350 for the two days.

Your support and encouragement of this two-day conference is most 
appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

Buti Tlhagale o.m.i.
Archbishop of Johannesburg

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale has issued the 
following invitation to all parish priests, 
deacons and parishioners.

Fr Anthony Egan speaking at the 
APC meeting on marriage and 
annulment.

The Amoris Laetitia, a post-
synodal apostolic exhorta-
tion by Pope Francis 

addressing the pastoral care of 
families, has caused some 
controversy and division amongst 
Catholics in regard to marriage 
and annulments.

So said Fr Anthony Egan SJ 
addressing the quarterly Arch-
diocesan Pastoral Council 
meeting.

Marriage, he said, was regarded 
as an outward sign of God’s 
grace. Dating back to the fourth 
century, the sacrament of 
marriage and divorce caused 
disunity from the days of Roman 
Law. Adultery was considered 
wrong and some sort of penalty 

Discernment is 
the key to marriage 
breakdowns

– Fr Anthony Egan
had to be imposed. This was 
eventually done through not 
allowing divorced Catholics to 
take Holy Communion.

There is, however, a way out 
for some, said Fr Egan, and that 
is through annulment which he 
describes as a “clever legal trick” 
to get out of a marriage. 

But it is a system which is not 
working well.

“The Catholic judiciary system 
is not working well – there are 
not enough resources to conduct 
proper annulments which can 
take years, depending on the 
country and the financial status 
of the family. In Africa the 
process is slower and more 
expensive.

“In the Amoris Laetitia, the 
Pope did concede that things can 
go wrong in a marriage, which is 
a ‘radical shift’ but did not 

change anything.”
Fr Egan believes that in cases 

of a marriage breaking down, 
there is a need for discernment 
and the examining of conscience 
by the couple.

“How we act in these situation 
is all about our conscience. We 
need to recognise that we live 
irregular lives and we should 
avoid sweeping and harsh 
judgments.” 

Discernment can be done 
remotely, through prayer and 
getting a deeper knowledge of 
Christ leading to inner freedom 
or head-work and heart-work, 
using the conscience.

“Pope Francis does not tell us 
what to do in the document. His 
was a call on us to deepen the 
sense of selves. In our 
communities, we know our own 
circumstances and, in some 
circumstances, the church says 
you need to separate.”

Second relationships cause 
complications for the church, he 
added.

“If a person is divorced, and 
not in a second relationship, they 
can receive Communion.  People 
are sometime ignorant about this 
and we, as priests, need to help 
people to understand them and 
not to throw the book at them.”

The church also needs to better 
prepare people for marriage. 
Marriage classes are often not 
enough - they can be hard to 
access with resources not being 
available, added the priest.

Common law marriage is not 
recognised by the Church. 
However, a convalidation is 
offered for people who have been 
together for many years and have 
children, and if they can explain 
the reason for them not marrying.
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PATRONAL FEASTS: 
AUGUST

3rd  St Philip Benizi, Meyerton (1960)
4th  St John Vianney. Pray for our 

seminarians.  
8th St Dominics, Boksburg (1910)
11th  St Clare, Orange Farm
12th Blessed Isidore Bakanja, Protea 

Glen (1996) 
15/19 Our Lady of the Assumption, 

Molapo (1959)
21st  St Pius X, Mofolo (1956)
22nd  Mary Queen of the Apostles, 

Munsieville (1926)
23rd  St Rose of Lima, Botleng
25th St Louis, Thulantwana
28th  St Augustine, Germiston (1896) 

and Orange Farm
28th  St Augustine College, Victory 

Park (1999)
29th  St John the Baptist, Brakpan 

(1918)
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CONFIRMATIONS IN AUGUST
Sun 05 08:00 St Joseph the Worker Bosmont
Sun 12 09:00 Immaculate Conception Westonaria
Sun 19 08:00 St Michael Meadowlands
Sun 26 10:00 St Maria Goretti Riverlea
Sun 26 08:00 St Joseph Meadowlands

Pope’s Intentions: 
August

Universal:  The treasure of 
families
That any far-reaching decisions 
of economists and politicians 
may protect the family as one of 

the treasures of humanity.

Join the Bat Kol Scripture group  
to explore the book of Isaiah

Isaiah of Jerusalem was a great poet 
and an acute politician,  

but above all he was a prophet.  
For hundreds of years after Isaiah’s 

death his disciples continued in  
his tradition writing prayers, oracles 

and stories of faith.
18 August 12:00 – 16:00

& 3rd Saturday of every month 
HOLY FAMILY COLLEGE, PARKTOWN
 Sister Marie Andre Mitchelle SND.  

072-250-4944

ORDER OF CARMELITES DISCALCED SECULAR
(OCDS)

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’  
in the centre of the World –

‘Love comprises ALL VOCATIONS…!’
(St Therese de Lisieux)

Make a deeper commitment to JESUS today by ….
Taking the promises of Poverty, Chastity and Obedience…

EVEN IF YOU ARE MARRIED!
By entering The Order of Carmelites Discalced - Secular (ocds)

Where and How?    COME AND SEE!
Telephone: Bridget McIntosh-Hodge on 083 703 2301

CWL FETE SUNDAY
5 AUGUST

“SISONKE – TOGETHER”
Starts at 9.00 am

De La Salle College, Victory Park.

Food from countries far and wide 
& delicious SA favourites.

Fun and games 
for the whole family.

Crafts, handiwork, books, dog 
shows, pipe bands, jumping 
castles, competitions, music. 

Secure parking.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

AUGUST
4 August – First Saturday public pilgrimage in honour of 

Our Lady of Fatima
17-19 August – ZimCatholics Marian Guild Annual Retreat
24-26 August – Our Lady of Perpetual Help women’s retreat

SEPTEMBER
1 September – First Saturday public pilgrimage in honour of 

Our Lady of Fatima
8 September – St Joseph’s Katlehong’s day pilgrimage
21-23 September – Marian Crusade by Fr Mbaka from Nigeria
28–30 September – CWA Annual Conference

OCTOBER
5-7 October – Vaal Deanery Altar Servers’ retreat
5-7 October – Gift Youth Ministry from St John Northriding 

weekend retreat
6 October – First Saturday public pilgrimage in honour of 

Our Lady of Fatima
6 October – Renew family day pilgrimage (pending confirmation)
12-13 October – School event from Klerksdorp
12-14 October – Confirmation retreat for candidates from Holy 

Redeemer, Rustenburg
19-21 October – Daughters of St Anne weekend retreat
26-28 – Immaculate Conception group weekend retreat

NOVEMBER
3 November – First Saturday public pilgrimage in honour of  

Our Lady of Fatima
24 November – St Cecilia’s day pilgrimage

For booking inquiries kindly contact
The Rector: Fr. Charles Uloko CSsR 

0835400170; frcharlescssr@motherofmercy.org.za
OR

Volunteer Assistant: Themba Nkomo
27 83 585 5813; info@motherofmercy.org.za

Visit our website: www.motherofmercy.org.za
Facebook: https://web.facebook.com/MarianshrineMagaliesburg/

Find help and healing.
A 13 week Seminar/Support Group Programme 

for those mourning the death of a loved one.
A new cycle commences at 9.30 am 

Saturday, 18th August 2018 
at St Charles Catholic Church, 

35 Road No 3, Victory Park
Each week session highlights  

a different aspect of grief.
Contact Coralie Deas 083 524-7016

DIVORCE CARE
Are you getting divorced?
Find help and healing for the 

hurt from separation or 
divorce.

St John’s Catholic church, 
Northriding offers counselling 

and group therapy. 
For further information, 

contact Arianna 
on 071 138 8401

13-14 August
Divine Renovation 

Conference 
www.maintenancetomission.

co.za to register
Speaker: Fr James Mallon

Little Eden Society is calling 
on all cyclists to ride and 
help raise funds for their 

angels at upcoming 2018 Telkom 
94.7 Cycle Challenge to be held 
on 18 November.

Last year, 34 members of team 
Little Eden raised R72 773.47 
through their participation in this 
prestigious sporting event. This 
year, with help from all our 
cycling friends, we’re aiming to 
double the amount!

To join Team Little Eden, 
people can register and pay online 
at www.cyclechallenge.co.za and 
let us know as soon as this has 

Ride for Angels – 
94.7 cycle challenge

been done. According to the rules 
of “Ride for purpose,” we need 
20 paid up cyclists before we can 
register our charity. So if you can 
encourage friends and business 
colleagues to join in too, we 
would really appreciate it.

Each person cycling for team 
Little Eden needs to raise a 
minimum of R1 500. The more 
members we have, the more 
funds we can raise, the better 
seeding we get, and – most 
importantly – the bigger the 
impact we can make in caring for 
people with intellectual 
disabilities!

Let’s ride together for those 
who can’t and make this our 
biggest and best 94.7 Cycle 
Challenge!

For more information 
contact Nichollette Muthige on 
011 609 7246 or marketing@
littleeden.org.za
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

3

Holy gifts for the  
holy people of God

We need more questions about 
the Liturgy!
You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 46876 
  Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail 
  adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 
• fax 011 402-6406

during Mass, but the priest would 
consecrate the correct amounts of 
bread and wine required for the 
people assembled. Opening the 
tabernacle at communion time 
does not somehow “boost” the 
presence of Jesus, thereby caus-
ing us to drop to our knees… 
Jesus has been sacramentally pre-
sent on the altar since the conse-
cration. Even though we are in 
front of the Real Presence we 
stand for the Our Father and the 
sign of peace… we then kneel 
for the breaking of the bread, not 
for the opening of the tabernacle! 
Taking this into account, we can 
say that we do not have to 
remain kneeling for any fixed 
time after receiving Communion. 
This time is for quiet prayer. If 
you pray better while seated, then 
sit. In some cultures everyone 
remains standing until all have 
received and only then do they 
sit.

Do all the people in the sanc- 
tuary have to stand while the  
tabernacle is being closed, and 
must they genuflect or bow at 
this time?

This is a practice that is creeping 
in, but which makes no sense to 
me. Obviously one of the 
EMHCs must take the uncon-
sumed hosts to the tabernacle, 
but this does not mean all the 
other ministers must freeze. I 
have seen ministers bowing to 
the tabernacle while still holding 
chalices containing the Precious 
Blood, and the priest turning to 
face the tabernacle, even though 
this means turning his back to the 
paten holding fragments of the 
consecrated bread. They fail to 
see that it is the Body and Blood 
of Christ that we revere, not the 
box in which it is reserved. I 
think the ministers in each parish 
would do well reflect on how 
they conduct this part of the  
service. The reposition of the 
ciborium and the purification of 
the other vessels should be done 
reverently, but also fairly quickly, 
without turning it into a cere-
mony in its own right! The time 
between the distribution of Holy 
Communion and the priest’s 
Prayer After Communion should 
be a time of silent reflection for 
all in which we give thanks for 
the Holy Gifts received and for 
the fact that we are the holy  
people of God.

A young man who used to 
be an altar server, sent in 
some questions regarding 

Holy Communion which provide 
the theme of this month’s  
reflection. 

When choosing extraordinary  
ministers who is considered  
worthy enough to distribute  
Holy Communion?

Your first question uncovers a 
paradox. Since it is Jesus, the Son 
of God, who comes to us in Holy 
Communion, no one can claim to 
be worthy to give or receive Holy 
Communion, yet we know that 
Jesus wants us to take and receive 
Him as food so that we can grow 
in holiness. Holy Communion is 
not to be considered a reward for 
doing good, but is rather our sus-
tenance through all the ups and 
downs of life. In the Orthodox  
liturgy, immediately before the 
distribution of Communion, the 
priest states: “Let us be attentive. 
The Holy Gifts for the holy peo-
ple of God”. We are those holy 
people. Through His sacrificial 
death, Christ made us a holy  
people even though we were not 
worthy. What is required of our 
extraordinary ministers is greater 
humility, not greater worthiness 
which none of us can earn.

Are altar servers allowed to give 
out the Body and Blood of Christ 
during communion?

This depends on the maturity and 
the disposition of those acting as 
altar servers. In the early centu-
ries there were mature lay minis-
ters called acolytes. These men 
did everything that today’s altar 
servers do, as well as what our 
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion (EMHC) are com-
missioned to do. It was only 
much later that children were 
asked to be altar servers, and by 
then all the other liturgical minis-
tries had been absorbed by the 
priests.

In today’s Church, it is usually 
only trainee priests and deacons 
who are made acolytes. We prefer 
to have EMHCs in parishes so as 
to allow both women and men to 
practise this ministry and to have 
them to retire from it after a fixed 
period. If your parish has some 
grown up altar servers or minis-
ters of communion, such people 
could also be trained and com-
missioned to distribute Holy 
Communion.

After communion are we sup-
posed to stay kneeling until the 
sacrament is put back in the 
tabernacle?

The focal point during the 
Eucharist is the altar, not the  
tabernacle. In an ideal liturgy, we 
would not open the tabernacle 

The Office of Divine Worship 
and Liturgy organised a work-
shop for funeral ministers at 

the Cathedral on 7 July. Facilitating 
the workshop was Fr Godwin 
Garuba MSP. 

Fr Godwin described the mission 
of a funeral minister as taking away 
some of the pain of the bereaved.

“You should see yourself as Jesus 
in the family of Martha and Mary, 
bringing a message of hope. If you 
are going to offend, rather not get 
involved,” he said. 

The proper place for a funeral is 
the church as it is where the 
Eucharist is celebrated and the 
funeral service is conducted within 
the Mass. Sunday is regarded as the 
day of resurrection of Christ and 
funerals should not take place on 
this day. 

The priest covered the canonical 
rights of the dead which are not 
dependent on whether a person 
was up-to-date with his pledge or 

Workshop for funeral 
ministers

From left: Ramona Pillay, Magdelene 
Lagrange, Fr Godwin Garuba and 

Vivienne Herman.

whether he regularly participated 
in Mass. With the exception of 
apostates, heretics and schismatics, 
every baptised Catholic has a right 
to be baptised, he added. 

Important items that should be 
placed on the coffin and which 
should be explained are a white 
cloth, a Crucifix and the Bible. 

Because funeral services are the 
rite of the church and not a 
personal one, funeral ministers 
should not take away or add to the 
service, he said. 

“It is your responsibility to ensure 
that you have tools, including holy 
water, for your ministry.

“Get to know about the deceased 

if they were a stranger to you. If a 
person died from violence, craft a 
message that will tell society how 
evil this act is and choose music 
that will uplift the mourners,”  
Fr Godwin encouraged. 

Decisions should be made in 
consultation with the priest, who is 
the chief funeral minister. 

Some families just need presence 
whilst others need presence and 
pockets. People often feel the void 
for months after the person is 
buried. Pastoral care after the burial 
is very important, Fr Godwin 
advised. 

Lerato Mohone

A spotlight on the 
vocation of marriage
The monthly vocations discernment workshop 

highlighted the beauty and importance of the 
vocation of marriage on 24 June.

The day started with marriage preparation and 
counselling couple Mahadi and Robert Buthelezi 
who shared their marital journey. 

Nono Sibuyi described the sacrament of marriage 
as a communion of life and love, designed by God, 
which is full and intimate, freely given, faithfully 
lived, forever for the good of spouse and children.

June is regarded as gun violence 
awareness month and so the 

Justice and Peace members of  
St Angela, Dobsonville sought to 
conscientise the congregation 
about guns and their repercussions.  

Parish priest, Fr Francis Muturi AJ 
said in his homily that we are all 
called to be prophets. “Not only 
should our message challenge 
others, but it should also challenge 
ourselves.” 

He said we tend not to expose 
corruption because we are corrupt 
and don’t want to lose people ‘we 
want to make merry with’.

He continued: “If you do not have 
a nickname or trademark for the 
sake of Christ, you have not begun 
to scratch the surface. May we be 
encouraged by Ezekiel, Paul and 
Christ Himself who, despite 
opposition, insults, hardships, 
persecutions and calamities went 

She described marriage as a covenant which is 
indissoluble. “Once you are married, in the eyes of 
God you can never be divorced”. 

Lolo Nkamankeng linked sexuality with 
marriage. She encouraged young people to be 
celibate until marriage as sexuality is a gift from 
God which should be enjoyed in conjugal union.  

As there were young ears in attendance, the 
groups were separated according to age. Sr Esther 
Okoro and Sr Dawn Niro facilitated the session 
with the little ones. 

The speakers sensitively and deftly answered 
difficult questions such as why the church deems 
masturbation immoral and why it does not recog-
nise same-sex unions and polygamous marriages. 

Mass was said by Fr Peter Neeman Obaki. He 
commended Sr Esther and the Vocations 
Department for organising a programme on the 
vocation of marriage ‘as it is the primordial 
vocation’. He said he, Br Sicelo Ntuli, a seminarian 
who was helping during Mass, Sr Esther and Sr 
Dawn would not be called to their respective 
vocations had it not been for their parents’ sacra-
ment of marriage.  

Young people who had earlier expressed that they 
did not believe in marriage as they are yet to 
witness exemplary unions, came from the workshop 
converted.                                         Lerato Mohone

about their missions, spreading the 
good news.”

Prayers were said against gun 
violence.

Johannesburg Metro Police 
Department officer, Smakaleng 
Ramela said the scourge of gun 
violence affects everybody. Boy 
children often own guns which 
they use to rob ‘soft targets’ such as 
Ethiopian shop owners in the 
townships. Guns are often stored in  
our backyards, said Ramela.

Participants at the workshop.

She said that although Section 49 
of the Criminal Procedure Act gives 
her the right to use lethal force if her 
life, or those of innocent bystanders, 
are in danger, she admitted that she 
is so reluctant to discharge a gun 
that, in her 10 years of service, she 
has never done so. 

She encouraged the faithful to be 
responsible citizens who report 
illegal firearms to make our country 
safe.                             

Lerato Mohone

Awareness about 
gun violence

From left: Mannana Monyeli, Mosotho Ntlele, Smakaleng Ramela, Raisitse Moeketsi 
and Tebogo Masunyane from the Justice and Peace Department. Not in the picture 
is Mapule Dikgale.
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Different nationalities gathered 
at the Cathedral on 24 June 
to commemorate World 

Refugee Day. 
The event was organised by the 

Department of Pastoral Care for 
Migrants and Refugees, Bienvenu 
Shelter, the Department of Justice 
and Peace, the Jesuit Refugee 
Service and the Consortium for 
Refugees and Migrants in South 
Africa.

Mass was celebrated by the 
episcopal vicar of migrants and 
refugees, Fr Pablo Valesquez and  
Fr Thabo Motshegwa. They were 
assisted by deacons Raymond Oupa 
Matseke and Philippe Lukusa-
Lumpunga.

Wishing to stress the importance 
of the four pillars that Pope Francis 
speaks of in his 104th letter for the 
World Day of Refugees, he enlisted 
the help of children to help dress a 
teddy-bear. These were aimed at 
welcoming, protecting, promoting 
and integrating refugees. 

Fr Pablo drew parallels between 
St John the Baptist and refugees in 
that John was regarded as an out-
cast, was persecuted, jailed and  
even killed. 

In their poem on ‘refugee child’ 
Children from Bienvenu Shelter 
asked why people persecute some-

thing they do not understand.
Robinson Sathakge from the City 

of Johannesburg said as South 
Africans, we need to understand the 
factors that drive refugees to flee 
their native countries and the 
challenges they go through. He 
encouraged them to understand, 
embrace, welcome and protect them 
until their issues are resolved. 
“Together with organisations like 
Pastoral Care, the City host events, 
dialogues and promote social 
cohesion in communities,” he said.  

Lusungu Kanyama Phiri from 
Lawyers of Human Rights said their 
mandate includes enforcing the 
rights of refugees, migrants workers 
and asylum seekers. They assist with 
application process, access to socio-
economic, education and healthcare. 

The biggest challenge refugees 
face is that they do not have birth 
certificates. 

Sr Maria de Lurdes Lodi Rissini 
thanked all and expressed gratitude 
to Julieta Paixao da Silva Leite, Vilma 
Picinich and the Maria’s Angels 
Foundation who donated food. She 
thanked Sergeant Israel Lota and the 
Jeppe police station who, she said, 
was always supportive. 

Lerato Mohone

The youth and Daughters of 
St Anne Sodality of Our 
Lady of Mercy, Emndeni 

organised a Career Day recently. 
After Mass, celebrated by parish 
priest, Fr Joshua Mpiti, children 
belonging grades 9, 10, 11 and 
12 gathered in the hall. 

Fr Mpiti shared his childhood 
and vocation journey. He was an 
altar server, but had befriended the 
wrong crowd that was notorious 
for stealing cool drinks. It took 
getting caught by the shop owner, 
who meted out a punishment that 
could have left him blind, for him 
to mend his ways. Most of these 
friends ended up in prison and, 
when he was appointed a spiritual 
advisor to prisons, he would often 
come into contact with them.

Except for two who were not 
incarcerated, they admitted that 
they envy him for the choices he 
made, he said.  

Medical doctor-in-the-making, 
Thabang Mokoena, related how 
insurmountable odds were stacked 
against one young man. Amongst 
other things, he lost his parents, 
his extended family was not in a 
position to help him study further 
and he had to secure a bursary 
which could not cover all of the 
tuition. 

Although his dream was to be 
a doctor, he decided to study 
nursing and passed with distinc-
tion. Now this young man is in 
his third year of becoming a  
doctor. “That youngster who did 
not succumb to the circumstances 
and is still a proud nurse, is 
addressing you now,” he said. 

If we have 600 000 learners 
sitting for matric this year, and 
only 30 000 are admitted in  
universities in the country, what 
happens to the 570 000? This was 
a question posed by Sibusiso 
Lukhele who has an honours 
degree in political science and is 
also a bursary manager. He 
advised participants to visit web-
sites and to start preparing for 
their field of interest as soon as 
grade 9.

Holding a Bible, he demon-

Family Life

August will be a busy 
month for family life. 
The month’s family 

theme is Sexuality does 
Matter to All, but marriage 
will also come into focus. 
The World Meeting of 
Families will be held in Ire-
land from 21 to 26 August and 
locally, 26 August is the start of 
the marriage weeks’ programme 
which from then until 7 October. 

This marriage and family 
awareness programme has been 
held every three years since 1997 
and links up with the liturgical 
readings of the Sundays from 
week 21 to 27, year B. The 
Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference will be pro-
viding some resources. Marfam’s 
Ubuntu Family Thoughts for the 
Day will offer a daily reflection 
on an aspect of marriage. Family 
Matters magazine will also 
provide helpful articles on 
aspects of marriage. Many of 
these are built around Amoris 
Laetitia Pope Francis’s letter on 

Career Day

From left: Alvin Moumakwe,  
Kekeletso Seheri Thabang  

Mokoena, Bongani Zulu and 
Thoko Gambu-Nkosi.

strated the amount of work which 
should be read in two weeks. 

He continued: “Develop a 
habit of reading. That motivation-
al books are premised on the 
Bible and should tell you how 
powerful it is, so read it.

“You can defeat peer pressure 
by choosing the right friends. 
When it is time to study, they 
should pressurise you to study,” 
he advised.

Also in the line-up was 
accountant, Kekeletso Seheri.

At the end of the session, insti-
tutions of higher learning pro-
spectuses and bursary application 
forms were distributed.

Lerato Mohone

St John the Baptist was “an out-
cast too” – World Refugee Day

Sr Maria de Lurdes Lodi Rissini, Fr Pablo 
Velasquez and Christien Heutink.

marriage and family life. 
August in South Africa is also 

Women’s Month, but everyone is 
a sexual being in changing ways 
throughout their lives. Good 
sexual relationships of family 
members of all ages are important 
for children, couples, and singles 
too. Parents should relate to, and 
treat boys and girls equally, and 
guide them with care in their 
developing identity as future 
adult members of society, so that 

then they can relate to one 
another as equals too. Much work 

is needed for greater equality 
and tolerance. Oppression and 

abuse is mostly experienced 
by women, but men may be 
alienated and can be abused 
too. People with differing 
sexual orientations are 
particularly. It is not often 

during the church’s liturgical 
cycle that there can be a strong 

focus on the sacrament of 
matrimony as a foundation 
sacrament of the church as 
family. It is hoped that parishes, 
groups, sodalities, catechists and 
families will make use of this 
opportunity to learn, grow and 
experience the joy of love. 

 Visit www.marfam.org.za or 
contact Toni Rowland for 
information and resources on 
082 552-1275. 

Widows and grandparents  
sharing on family life.

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical abortion), 
Catholics must be told, for their eternal 

welfare, and survival of their  
unborn infants.

www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill  :  
pdfCoLA 082 609 6919
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Marian Shrine fundraiser 

Pictures by: Lebo WA Majahe, 
Lerato Mohone and Tiiso Mosoeu

Floyd Seemela, Tebogo Tsimane, Vuyelwa Dladla and Thapelo 
Motaung, pictured outside the venue before the concert began.

The team of MCs Radio Veritas’ finest, Tiiso 
Mosoeu and Thuso Mojatau.

Zwothe, Benedicta, Rotondwa and Faith 
Daswa, the children of Blessed Benedict 
Daswa were also in attendance

Some members of the Our Lady of Peace, Kagiso 2 choir
Attendants enjoying the music.

St Peter Claver, Pimville choir 
on stage

The Companions of St Angela 
sisters enjoying the music

Singing along to 
the music

Zwothe Daswa about to give a talk on how having a  
martyr for a father impacts on his spiritual life. Tiiso 
Mosoeu looks on.

Tourists from Canada graced the occasion and enjoyed the  
concert from beginning to end.

The Light graced the occasion by 
performing on the day

Tumi Makoropo, Mpho Matseoane, 
Thapelo Kgatitswe, Tefo Motsepe and 
Mpho Mashele – members of Amaqhawe 
we Sacred Heart.

People at the concert  
enjoying thenselves.

Tiiso Mosoeu and happy attendants.

Our Lady of Peace, Kagiso 2 choir on stage

Our Lady of Africa, 
Mohlakeng choir

Tshiamo Moloi, Jessica Matlanato, Nathi 
Mahange and Batseba Seboka, Friends of the 
Shrine who assisted at the admission desk.

Nthami Mmuoe enjoying the music

Karabo Lephuting, Motlatsi Bambisa, Mole-
boheng Malatji and Lerato Makhalemele.

concert, a hit!Regina Mundi, Moroka was abuzz with activities on 
Saturday, 30 June. People from as far as Pretoria came to 

support the fundraiser for the Mother of Mercy Shrine project. 
Ten choirs participated: Our Lady of Africa (Mohlakeng), 

Sacred Heart (Katlehong), St Anthony Maria Pucci (Duduza) 
Sts Cosmas and Damian (Cosmo City), Our Lady of Peace 
(Kagiso 2), Amaqhawe e Sacred Heart, St Peter Claver (Pim-
ville), Regina Mundi, St Angela Youth Choir and The Light. 

Some R50 000 was raised.
Convener, Motlatsi Walaza thanked all who participated 

including Fr Reginald Anthony OMI for offering his parish as 
the venue.
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The youth of the Archdiocese 
met at Bosco Youth Centre for 
their annual Archdiocese 

Johannesburg Catholic Youth 
Conference (AJCYC) in June. For the 
first time, this event was hosted 
over a weekend.

The theme, Fearless, was taken 
from Lk1:30 - “But the angel said to 
her, “Don’t be afraid Mary; you have 
found favour with God.” 

Friday evening started with a talk 
given by Fr Bruce Botha SJ, vicar of 
Evangelisation accompanied by the 
Head of Department, Odilon 
Molapo. Fr Bruce explained the 
history of the synod since its con-
ception in Rome, after which young 
people had the opportunity to ask 
questions. This served as an orienta-
tion for the youth who would parti-
cipate in the Youth Synod. The 
Saturday started bright and early – 
and cold – with a meditation 
focusing on the theme of the 
weekend and was led by Br Sicelo 
Ntuli and Lesego Zikhali.

The second speaker was Fr Gordon 
Rees MCCJ, national director of the 
Pontifical Mission Society SA who 
gave a talk on the importance of, 
and need for mission work by the 

Church in a wounded world. He 
emphasised the lack of missionary 
spirit and activity in South Africa, 
exhorting the youth to become the 
seeds of change. He shared much 
of his own life experiences as a 
missionary serving the destitute.

Fr Innocent Daniel CMF, Vicar for 
Youth and Sr Juliana Abioye EHJ, 
Head of Department, led the young 
people in the Synod questionnaire. 

They were divided into discus-

sion groups where most of the 
challenges expressed pointed to 
parish elders who tend to supress 
the talents of the young. A topic 
that challenged the young people 
was the impact of materialism on 
our faith. The youth had an 
opportunity to give feedback from 
their discussions which they also 
debated during an open-floor 
discussion on Sunday morning.

Saturday afternoon saw many 

physical and fun activities. Amidst 
Mass preparation, the youth 
approached the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation with the service of 
three of the youth chaplains who 
celebrated both the vigil Mass, as 
well as the Sunday Mass, focussing 
on the solemnity of John the Baptist. 
These Eucharistic celebrations were 
presided by Fr Innocent and Fr 
Emmanuel Kagimbangabo SDB 
respectively. Both priests spoke of 

Synod for youth of the Archdiocese

Sr Juliana Abioye

Above: The youth and priests after the 
celebration of Mass. 

the history of the birth of John 
the Baptist in their homilies and 
gave practical guidance for young 
people to apply in contemporary 
times.

Saturday ended with a Rosary 
at the famous Glorious Hill where 
young people praised and 
worshipped God and offered up 
prayers led by Fr Innocent. 

Fr Lingoane Tlaile SDB shared 
on the history of the hill. This was 
followed by Fr Jorge Guerra CS 
with a blessing.

The countdown begins for 
AJCYC 2019.

Lesego Zikhali

Left: Fr Innocent Daniel and  
Fr Jorge Guerra.

Left: Fr Jorge Guerra and Fr Emmanuel 
Kagimbangabo.

A group of girls from Grade 6 at 
St Teresa’s, Rosebank spent a 
whole day sandpapering and paint-
ing the jungle gyms at the school’s 
outreach crèche in Orange Farm. 
The Tulamtwana crèche now has 
three newly-painted wooden  
jungle gyms and one very colour-
ful metal one. The girls also 
arrived with food and had a fun 
party with all the children. Such 
caring ‘Rosies’!

Debbie de Koning, Marketing Manager

Mercy in action

Mini City 
Council Blanket 

Drive
Marist Brothers, Linmeyer 
pupils and staff brought  
blankets and scarves for the 
Johannesburg Mini City  
Council blanket drive. These 
were distributed to six charities 
around Johannesburg. 

Precious Staat

Holy Rosary helps pack over 
123 000 meals

In celebration of Mandela Day, some of Holy Rosary School’s debu-
tantes helped pack over 123 000 meals, on Friday, 13 July, through 
Rise Against Hunger Africa, at the Sandton Convention Centre. These 
meals were distributed to early childhood development centres.

Deidre Alcock

On Thursday, 12 July, Woman INpowered 
(WIP) joined Holy Rosary School to 
teach the Grade 10s some basic self-
defence, and how to escape dangerous 
situations when alone. The girls wrote 
down their insecurities/anxieties/worries 
on boards, and then punched through 
them – a powerful experience. This 
demonstration/workshop formed part 

Grade 10s get INpowered
of a week-long life programme which 
explored the topics of love, infatuation, 
friendship, exploitation, drugs, alcohol 
and sexually transmitted diseases.

Seen here is the group of Grade 10s 
before they ‘smashed’ through their 
boards, with Founder of Woman  
INPowered, Mark Grobbelaar.

Deidre Alcock
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The Sisters of the Eucharistic 
Heart of Jesus (EHJ) celebrated 
their 75th anniversary in 

January. The congregation in the 
Archdiocese celebrated this mile-
stone on the Thursday after the 
Feast of the Sacred Heart, which is 
the feast day of the congregation,  
as the founder, the late Archbishop 
Leo Hale Taylor SMA, brought into 
union the solemnities of the Body 
and Blood and that of the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. The occasion also 
included the celebration of  
Sr Juliana Abioye’s patron saint,  
St Juliana and Maria Massingue’s 
25th birthday.

Mass was said by Fr Raymond 
Anyanwu CSSp, Fr Ernest Kabungo 
CMM, Fr Innocent Daniel CMF,  
Fr Arnaldo Nyathi and Fr Godwin 
Garuba MSP.

In his homily, Fr Godwin touched 
on the numerological significance of 
the number 75, saying it symbolises 
stability. 

He said the congregation is a 
household name in various 
dioceses. Its mission has been the 
reparative adoration of Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament, pastoral care, 
teaching, healthcare, social welfare 
and sales of repository items. 

He continued: “We give thanks to 

God who has called them. Even if 
grace is there, you need courage as 
missionary work is not easy,” he 
said, adding that even Jesus’ 
disciples experienced challenges. 

“May the grace that flows from 
Jesus heart continue to abundantly 
bless you as a congregation. May 
Jesus journey with you and lead 
you to eternal life as we shall 
experience Him in the beatific 
vision,” Fr Godwin said.

Originally from Nigeria, the con-
gregation came to Johannesburg in 
2013 through the generosity of 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI and 
Bishop Duncan Tsoke. They have 
contributed to the pastoral life of 
the Archdiocese, working with the 
youth and promoting vocations to 
the priesthood and consecrated life 
at Archdiocesan level.  

Also congratulating the sisters 
were Sr Veronica and Sr Bridgette 
from Nazareth House and Fr Emma-
nuel Dim.

“We thank and pray for all those 
who have supported and 
contributed to the growth and 
subsistence of our noble institute,” 
said EHJ local superior, Sr Mary 
Cecilia Anawanti.

Lerato Mohone and  
Sr Mary Cecilia Anawanti

Among the thousands of men who parti-
cipated in the 100 Men March on  

10 July, was a contingent from Kristo 
iNkosi, Kwa-Thema. The parish has, as  
one of its projects, a gender-based violence 
helpdesk to assist congregants and members 
of the community.

In preparation for the march, invitations 
were sent out to ensure that young men were 
also involved. Parish priest, Fr Chaka 
Motanyane OP also championed the cause 
from the pulpit.  

Marchers were armed with placards 
inscribed “No to violence against women 
and children”, “Protect Children”, and 
Justice and Peace banners. They wore 
gender-based anti-violence T-shirts and 
orange clothing, the colour United Nations 
has chosen to mark action against violence 

The closing of the bicenten-
nial year celebrations

About 5 000 Catholic faithful gathered at Bellville 
Velodrome in Cape Town on Saturday, 24 June, to 

mark the closing of the year-long celebrations of the 
Church in Southern Africa. In attendance was the 
Apostolic Nuncio, Peter Wells, Cardinal Wilfrid Napier 
and all the bishops of the Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference regions. 

At the thanksgiving Mass, the missionaries who 
brought faith to our shores were remembered and 
prayed for. Tributes were paid to their selfless contri-
bution in ensuring that the seeds of the faith were 
planted in the hearts of many, with its fruits still  
enjoyed to date. “The missionaries who brought the 
faith to our shores offered their lives totally for the 
service of the Church. We must forever be grateful for  

A revised policy document for 
child safeguarding has been 

distributed by the Catholic Board 
of Education (CBE).

This has been adopted by all 
Catholic schools in the Arch-
diocese, and across the country. 

Revised Child 
Safeguarding 
policy in schools

Together with the 2018 theme for 
Catholic Education – Keeping 
God’s Children Safe – the policy 
places great emphasis on the 
development and formation of 
staff in Catholic schools, who bear 
the responsibility of protecting the 
young people in their care.

On 29 May and 6 June, 
compulsory training workshops 
were facilitated by the Catholic 
Schools Office (CSO) at Holy 

Back from left: Fr Innocent Daniel, Sr Esther Okoro, Fr Godwin Garuba, Fr Raymond 
Anyanwu, Fr Ernest Kabungo, Fr Arnaldo Nyathi.
Front: Maria Massingue, Sr Juliana Abioye and Sr Cecilia Anawanti.

Sisters of the Eucharistic Heart 
of Jesus celebrate 75 years

Rosary School and Holy Family 
College respectively. The work-
shops were aimed specifically at 
equipping designated child 
safeguarding persons (DCSPs) 
and heads of schools with the 
necessary information and 
valuable skills to be shared at 
their respective schools. The 
presentation gave delegates the 
chance to work through the 
toolkit and to discuss the case 
studies provided.

Dean Rundell from the Pro-
active Education Group was 
present at the second workshop, 
to help address issues of reporting 
on cases of child abuse and 
neglect.

Attendees found this first leg of 
training both informative and 
challenging. They now have the 
task of sharing this knowledge 
with staff at their own schools, 
with the support of the CSO.

Delegates 
from various 
schools

all their efforts,” said Archbishop Brislin, President of the 
SACBC said, speaking to ADNews. 

He encouraged all to look to the future, “The baton of 
the Catholic faith, which was entrusted to our care by 
those selfless pioneers is in your hands, to ensure the 
enjoyment of the faith even for future generations and 
to ensure the enjoyment of the faith even for future 
generations.”

The Archbishop noted that we live in a time of ‘rapid 
and confusing’ changes in the world, where the 
foundations of our faith and values seem to have 
slipped from us. He emphasised the importance of 
parents to be firm, and encouraged communication 
between them and their children.

“The greatest gift the Church has to offer is its 
teaching humanity, on the whole human good. The 
Church has a perspective and a wisdom which our 
society cannot not afford to silence or exclude,” he  
added.                                                                 Lebo WA Majahe

Men from Kristo iNkosi, 
Kwa-Thema walk the talk

Posters and banners 
representing the 
Archdiocese were 
boldly displayed.

Thokozani Radebe 
in a T-shirt that 
reads gender-based 
violence affects us 
all, leading the 
march.

and women abuse.
Participants boldly declared that violence 

is unacceptable, chanting, “Not in my 
name”, “No to violence against women and 
children”, as they made their way to the 
Union Buildigns.

The day included speeches condemning 
the act of violence against women and 
children and the signing of petitions.

Participant, Thokozani Radebe (25) said, 
“Young people often think these initiatives 
are boring and are not targeted at them. It 
was important that I participate because I am 
a person who is inspired to make a differ-
ence. I raise my voice to condemn categori-
cally the abuse and killing of women and 
children”.                              Lerato Mohone
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Jose Louis Ponce de Leon IMC and 
Fr Sakhile Ndwandwe are flanked 
by members of St Cecilia Sodality.

Last December I wrote to 
priests, religious sisters 
and parish pastoral coun-

cils with the idea of launching 
the Sodality of St Cecilia in the 
Diocese of Manzini. I knew them 
from the time I served in Dav-
eyton in the now Archdiocese of 
Johannesburg. The decision was 
to improve our liturgies. 

“The sodality of St Cecilia, 
commended by the church, is an 
association of choristers, men and 
women, who ensure the proper 
performance in the celebration of 
the sacraments and encourage the 
active participation of the faithful 
in the singing of sacred music in 
the liturgy.” (from their constitu-
tion) 

The first step was to invite 
them to our diocese to explain to 
us in detail who they are and their 
spirituality. They immediately 
agreed. I expected them to send 
their “executive committee”, 
maybe six people. They were 
much more generous than that. 
Just over 20 members arrived 
with another 60 the following day.

They led a workshop with 
delegates from all the parishes, 

members of the parish pastoral 
councils and their choirs. It 
was the first time we called for 
a diocesan meeting in order to 
present a new sodality. We heard 
about their beginnings in 1982, 
the first diocesan structure in 
1989 and their journey since 
then.

“We have been given the tal-
ent to praise God with our voices 
... We make sure our liturgies 
are attractive and beautiful and 
lead people to God,” said Odilon 
Molapo,” head of the Archdiocese 
Department of Evangelisation.

For them this is a ministry 
which requires serious commit-
ment as it is their path to sanc-
tify themselves and also to bring 
people closer to God. Not only 
do they promote sacred music in 
the celebrations, but also promote 
compositions of sacred hymns in 
line with traditions and customs of 
the local faithful.

 Their explanations were so 
clear and detailed that there were 
very few questions at the end and 
they basically related to practical 
issues like their relationship with 

Scalabrinian Missionary 
sister, Maria de Lurdes 
Lodi Rissini, who used to 

head the Department of Pastoral 
Care for Migrants and Refugees, 
has been appointed national 
coordinator of Caritas South 
Africa. 

Caritas South Africa is the 
official organisation of the 
Southern African Catholic 
Bishop’s Conference (SACBC). 
The SACBC Secretariat, through 
the Department of Catholic 
Social Action, is the coordinating 
body.

It is a member of the Caritas 
Confederation and is composed 
of 26 diocesan Caritas branches 
in the country. 

The main aim of the 
organisation is to fight poverty, 
exclusion, intolerance and 
discrimination. More importantly, 
it empowers people to participate 
fully in all matters affecting their 
lives, and it advocates on their 
behalf at national and 
international forums. 

Following the appointment of 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI 
and Bishop Duncan Tsoke as 
liaison bishop for migrants and 
refugees, and liaison bishop for 
Caritas respectively, they thought 
they should merge the offices. 
They approached Sr Maria to 
coordinate this office who, in 
consultation with her superior, 
accepted the position. 

The new role which she is 

excited about has a lot to do with 
the charisms of her religious 
congregation and will stand her in 
good stead, she beamed. 

She attributes her love for the 
poor and migrants to being a 
descendent of a migrant family. 
Her grandparents moved from 
Italy to Brazil and this has given 
her understanding of the trials and 
challenges of people on the move. 
She is inspired by Matthew 25:35 
in which Jesus identifies himself 
as a person who is hungry, thirsty, 
stranger, naked, ill and imprisoned.

Sr Maria recently celebrated 
her 33rd anniversary in religious 
life. She comes from a family that 
is deeply-rooted in the faith and 
she and one of her sisters belong 
to the same religious congregation. 

She has served in countries 
such as Italy, Phillipines, United 
States of America, Brazil, Spain, 
India, although in the latter she 
was conducting research.

Her role will include the 
coordination of all activities of 
Caritas SA, submitting reports to 
the board, coordinating and 
implementing activities according 
to the vision and mission of 
Caritas SA.

Lerato Mohone

Sr Maria de Lurdes Lodi 
Rissini MSCS

Explaining 
Caritas 

Caritas may refer to the 
Latin term for charity 
(virtue), one of the three 

theological virtues. Caritas 
means Christian love of 

humankind; charity. It is the work 
of charity.  Charity is the “the soul’ 
of the church’s mission”. Charity is 
the main path of the church’s 
social doctrine.

The first Caritas was founded 
in Germany in 1897, and became 
Caritas Internationalis in 1951, 
until today. Caritas Internationalis 
is a confederation of over 160 
members who work at grassroots 
in almost every country of the 
world. 

Caritas South Africa is the offi-
cial organisation of the Southern 
African Bishop’s Conference 
(SACBC), created to carry out all 
social activities of the church. It 
has the task of coordinating and 
implementing various Caritas 
activities in the different Dioceses 
of the Conference. Caritas South 
Africa focuses on key areas in the 
long-term development philo-

sophy and works without regard to 
creed, race, gender or ethnicity. 

It is organised at local level in 
the parishes and dioceses – 
national, regional and international. 
At national level, each Caritas 
organisation is autonomous under 
their respective bishop, whilst being 
part of the whole Caritas Inter-
nationalis Confederation which is a 
body of the Universal Church. 

Inspired by scripture and the 
Catholic social teaching, Caritas’ 
mission is: To serve the poor, the 
most vulnerable, dispossessed and 
marginalised, regardless of their 
nationality and to promote charity 
and justice throughout the world. 
Caritas is guided by deep moral and 
spiritual principles of dignity, 
justice, solidarity and stewardship.

The work of Caritas is based on 
gospel values and the Catholic 
social teaching – that is to respond 
to disasters when they happen, to 
promote integral human develop-
ment, and to advocate on the 
causes of poverty and conflict. This 
work requires professional skill as 
well as a “formation of heart” which 
testifies to a faith expressed 
through charity. Pope Francis says, 
“a Church without charity does not 
exist”.

Caritas Johannesburg is in the 
process of being established at 
Archdiocesan level. The first Caritas 
meeting took place in February 
with more than 75 attendees from 
all parishes in the Archdiocese. 

It was decided to form an 
interim coordination committee 
and a steering committee 
composed of representatives from 
each of the eight deaneries. The 
objective of this steering committee 
is to draft the structures in order to 
start Caritas at Archdiocesan level, 
under orientation of Caritas South 
Africa. 

The steering committee has 
already undertaken two workshops/
meetings, in May and July. It 
furthermore studied what Caritas 
means holistically, deepening the 
reality of the “Merciful Jesus and the 
Poor” and the ‘how’ of implement-
ing ‘the soul of the Church’s mission’ 
in the Archdiocese in order to make 
it a workable reality. 

At present, the committee is 
collecting and collating informa-
tion of various charitable 
organisations which already exist at 
Catholic level. This information will 
form a database so as not to repeat 
the work that is already undertaken. 

Sr Maria de Lurdes Lodi Rissini

Restoring 
human dignity 
with love

St Cecilia Sodality’s visit to 
eSwatini (Manzini)

other parish choirs.
 I noted that someone com-

mented during the singing that 
“people were on fire” . It should 
not be confused with the “bush 
fire” happening in the country – 
this one was brought by the Holy 
Spirit.

We look forward to those who 
the Lord will call to take up this 
ministry in our Diocese.

 At the end of the meeting, 
they joined masses at the Cathe-
dral. They sang and led the 
community in prayer making sure 
everyone was involved. 

Jose Louis Ponce de Leon IMC
Manzini, eSwatini

Glory to God in  
the highest.

Caritas coordinating team, from left: Bishop Duncan Theodore Tsoke,  
Br Fotoh Paul Ebong (Focolare Movement), Sr Maria de Lurdes Lodi 
Rissini mscs and Motshabi Mokgele.
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Would you 
consider it an 

exaggeration if I say 
that on the 18th of 
last month, millions 
of people in our 
country and beyond 
its borders, allowed 
themselves to be 
deeply touched, and 
moved into action, 
as they listened to 
the Nelson Mandela Memorial 
Lecture and participated in the 
Mandela Centenary 
Celebrations? 

We felt proud to be South 
Africans. We identified deeply 
with the values that were being 
highlighted by the various 
speakers before and after the 
memorial lecture. There were 
moments in Barack Obama’s 
address when, without much 
effort, one could have thought he 
was speaking about Jesus instead 
of about Madiba. I know for 
certain that many of us got up 
with the words in our hearts - if 
not on our lips, “Yes, I can.” We 
did our 67 minutes of contri-
bution, we joined with others in 
solidarity, we made a difference 
in whatever small or bigger way, 
and we believed once again in 
the South Africa we can be. This 
was real; this is real and can 
remain real, one day at a time, 
made possible by one person 
after another, after another, after 
another … 

I am writing this in Magalies-
burg, at the Mother of Mercy 
Shrine, where, even now, day 
after day, weekend after week-
end, good things are happening 
for the glory of God, the good of 
our people and the resurrection 
of our country. To many of us it 
may seem like a long, wintry 
wait till something begins to 
show. For thousands of us, 
however, the Mother of Mercy 
Shrine has become alive with 
spiritual giftedness, when in 
openness of heart, through prayer 
days, training days and pilgrim-
age experiences in the atmos-
phere of faith and peace, we 
gather on holy ground, convinced 
that our gracious God is waiting 
here, ready to bestow blessings.

Did you know that, to date, 
over 10 000 people have come to 
the Mother of Mercy Shrine? 
Did you know that on First 
Saturdays and/or weekends each 
month, around 200 to 250 
members of parishes, sodalities, 
catechism teachers, and young 
people come to the Shrine for 
prayer, for deepening their faith 
and for becoming better disciples 
of Jesus?

Did you know that this project 
is not about building another 
church,“far off the beaten track”, 
as it seems? It is about creating 
better possibilities for many 
more people in the Archdiocese 

to become who we can be – 
better Christians in a vibrant 
Church. It is about opportunities 
to be more fully alive in our 
Catholic faith through, amongst 
others, the celebration of Holy 
Mass, Adoration of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, the 
Sacrament of Confession, the 
Stations of the Cross, Devotion 
to Mary and the Lectio Divina. 
Yes - right now - not some day 
in the distant future! 

Did you know that through a 
team of donors and helpers at the 
Shrine, its outreach programme 
feeds over a hundred destitute 
people every week, distributes 
blankets during this cold winter 
season and facilitates the 
learning of skills and handicrafts 
among the young? It is about 
finding ways of responding 
generously to the vital question, 
“When I needed a neighbour, 
were you there, were you there?”

We wish the gift of what we 
need most for our people – 
mercy – in our land which 
struggles to continue the “Long 
Walk to Freedom” and which 
needs care and compassionate 
reaching out to each other. 

Sr Justina Priess, OP

Reflections on the Nelson 
Mandela Centenary 
Celebrations On Monday, 16 July the grade 4 

to 6 pupils of St Teresa’s 
School, Rosebank, made history as 
they went on to the site of the new 
junior school. 

The girls were allowed onto 
the foundations building site 
where a short service, led by Rose-
bank parish priest, Fr Tony Nunes, 
was held to bless the ground with 
holy water in preparation for the 
laying of the foundations. It was a 
moving celebration on a special 
occasion.

Debbie de Koning

Our Lady of Fatima
Visits Companions 
of St Angela
Catholic Women’s League members 
from Our Lady of Fatima, Dube 
visited the Companions of St Angela 
Sisters at Power Park, Soweto, on  
17 June.  

The relationship started more 
than five years ago, since when 
visits have been organised annually 
for people to spend time together 
and learn about their projects and 
the work they are involved in.

Sr Nkhensani Shibambu shared 
with the members their plan of 
building a youth centre with the 
aim of working with vulnerable 
youth from the University of Joburg; 
teaching life skills and spiritual 
matters.

The visits are always special over 
a bring-and-share meal. 

Ouma Sebolao

Blessing the site of 
the new junior school

Fr Tony Nunes blessing the children 
of St Teresa’s, Rosebank.

The foundations being laid for the new 

The Catholic Women’s League (CWL) of Our Lady 
of Peace, Roodepoort took part in an initiative to 
buy school jerseys for needy learners of the Durban-
Deep Primary School.This year was extra special, as 
our global icon, Nelson Mandela, would have turned 
100 years. The CWL chose to celebrate the idea that 
each individual has the power to transform the 
world and make an impact in the lives of those who 

Mandela Day

need help. 
Members pledged to adopt the school and assist them with, amongst 

other things, supplying sanitary towels and school uniforms. Speaking 
to ADNews, Elizabeth Nyakale said: “It was an honour for us to come 
and give the needy children jerseys. It has been very cold and we 
couldn’t help but think of them as some go to school in just a shirt, 
without a jersey. We honoured the memory of Tata by making a 
difference in those children’s lives,” Nyakale added.     Lebo WA Majahe

From left: Esme Elias, Mookho 
Mashiane and Elizabeth Nyakale 

with some of the children.

From left: Esme Elias, Mookho 
Mashiane and Elizabeth Nyakale 

with some of the children.

junior school of St Teresa’s, Rosebank.
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9th  Fr George Okwii
10th Fr David Dryden
11th  Rev Michael McGovern
13th  Fr Lawrence Ndlovu
14th Fr Russell Pollitt 
 Fr Pierre Chemaly
15th Fr Joy Sebastian 
 Rev David Potterton
16th  Fr Charbel Habchi 
18th  Fr Andrew Thomo 
 Rev Edward Nyembe
24th  Fr Mandla Skhosana 
 Rev Paulos Mochesa
25th  Rev David Lavers
28th  Rev Alexander Niven
31st  Fr Anthony Bailey 

Fr Raymond Anyanwu 
Fr Cletus Onwudiwe 
Rev William Davies

1st   Fr Mathieu Van Vlierden   
2nd    Fr Albert Nolan and
         Fr Remigius Makobane
3rd  Fr Robert Gore  

A.B Buti Tlhagale OMI 
 29.08.1976
Fr Blaise Mambu  01.08.1989
Fr David Evans  14.08.1993
Fr Sergio Lorenzini  14.08.1994
Fr George Okwii     14.08.1999 
Fr Paul Beukes        11.08.2001 
Fr Jeff Jawaheer     23.08.2001
Fr Anthony Egan  31.08.2002
Fr Xavier Barongo  03.08.2007
Rev Brent Chalmers  11.08.2007
Rev Peter French 11.08.2007
Rev Mike Harrington  11.08.2007
Rev Jacob Modise  11.08.2007
Fr Jorge Guerra      14.08.2010
Fr Tshepo Lekoko  06.08.2016

1st Fr Francois Dufour 
2nd  Rev Philippe Lukusa- 

Lumpungu
4th Fr Theophilus Malotsa 
5th Fr Jean Yammine

We celebrate with our priests  
and deacons

We celebrate the ordination anniversary to the priesthood  
of Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI, birthdays and anniversaries 

of the clergy listed below. Pray for them. 

Birthdays in August

Ordinations

... and in early September
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On the afternoon of 7 July, 
Auxiliary Bishop Duncan 
Tsoke presided over the 

ordination to the deaconate of  
Br Ricardo de Souza Borges from 
Brazil at St Charles Lwanga, 
Orange Farm.

“I want to start by consoling 
you for the defeat of Brazil by 
Belgium in the game yesterday.  
I was thinking it was going to be 
my double celebration since I 
support your country but alas, it 
did not happen,” quipped Bishop 
Duncan to Br Ricardo. He 
thanked the Comboni 
missionaries for inviting him to 
conduct the rite of ordination 
saying it was his privilege to 
ordain Br Ricardo. 

Reflecting on the Gospel of the 
day which was about Jesus’ first 
miracle, he encouraged Br 
Ricardo to find happiness now 
–“for what you have and for what 
you have received from God”. 
“Continue asking Him for what 
you need. Ricardo, do whatever 
He tells you as Mary asked 

Br Ricardo from Brazil 
ordained to the deaconate

From left, seminarian Nkosinathi 
Mhlambi, Deacon Ricardo De Souza 

Borges, Auxiliary Bishop Duncan 
Tsoke and Fr Jude Burges  

(Provincial Superior of Comboni 
Missionaries).

Jesus’s disciples to do whatever 
He would tell them to do.”

The bishop said he considered 
Br Ricardo as his ‘first born son’ 
since it was his first time 
ordaining a Comboni missionary 
to the deaconate. “Your parents 
are faraway but they are with us 
in prayers. Parents always 
encourage their children and I am 
sure they encouraged you when 
you started this journey.”

He thanked Fr Kgomotso and 
Orange Farm community for the 
the hospitality, music and 
unconditional love.

He continued: “You have to 
prepare vigorously for this 

formation, to serve the church as a 
deacon and, later on, as a priest. 
Baptism calls us to be disciples, 
but the service asked from being a 
deacon goes an extra mile.” 

He encouraged Br Ricardo not 
to compromise the word of God, 
bring more conversion, avoid 
corridors of temptations, to not 
teach/preach what people want to 
hear and to live by the word of 
God.

“I am very proud of you as my 
first born and you are special to 
me, I will always pray for you,” 
he concluded.

Nyasha Kumurai

St Therese, Edenvale recently 
celebrated our beloved priest,  
Fr Joseph Leathem’s birthday 
and continued, long service at 
the parish.

Parishioners said they ‘are 
indeed blessed to have such a 
dedicated shepherd for whom 
serving his Lord is a lifelong 
passion’.

Barbara K Gregory, Secretary

Celebrating 
Fr Joseph’s birthday and long service

Fr Leathem cuts the cake with  
CWL chairlady Maria Hill.

Fr Joe with parishioners and friends, Rita and Marco Vinsentin. Also pres-
ent was Fr Justin Wylie, on a visit from Lincoln Nebraska

The formation consisted of four 
pillars, being:

Spiritual Formation
Every day without fail they attend 
Mass, they pray the divine office 
and meditate. Sometimes spiritual 
conferences are given by the 
spiritual father of the formation 
house which gives the young men 
time and space to be with God in 
all aspects. During this stage, 
every student is assigned a spirit-
ual director. They are sometimes 
allowed to choose a person they 
would be comfortable with.

Human Formation
The Spiritan House in Langata 
where they resided, was home to 
11 nationalities. “The diversity of 
cultures helped us to relate to 
others as a community, which is 
an important factor because, even 
in parishes, we will have to deal 
with a variety of personalities and 
nationalities,” said Rev Matseke.

Pastoral Formation
For two years as students they 
were assigned to small, Christian 
communities where they assisted 
with catechism. As deacons for 
six months, the deacons worked 
with the youth, preaching on 
Sundays and teaching catechism 
where needed. 

Academic Formation
The deacons attended the Consti-
tutive College of the Catholic 
University of East Africa, Tangaza 
University College, receiving their 
bachelor degrees between 2014 
and 2018. They were all given an 
opportunity to choose elective 
courses.

Rev Matseke specialised in 
Islamic studies, Rev Mpetsheni  
in moral theology and the revs 
Sefako and Abel in pastoral 
theology. 

“Studying in Kenya opened our 
minds … We had an opportunity 
to think broadly and were given 
education liberty,” Rev Matseke 
said. Experts were always brought 

in to address issues, which opened 
the young men to the academic 
world and “making them free 
thinkers”, he added. Describing 
how the people from East Africa 
carry out their faith, he said: 
“Many people are attracted to the 
Church because of the stability 
they find. The prayer life is visibly 
vibrant and everyone partakes in 
the liturgy, leaving them fulfilled 
in their spiritual lives,” he said. 
The voice of the Catholic Church 
in East Africa is very influential, 
even in politics, which makes it 
easy to communicate messages 
against injustices and social ills. 

Ready to shepherd?
The four deacons have been 
assigned parishes to work in, 
where they will continue to serve 
as assistant priests after their 
ordination. Rev Matseke is 
stationed at the Cathedral parish, 
Rev Sefako at Holy Spirit, Dob-
sonville and Our Lady of Victories, 
Doornkop, Rev Mpetsheni at St 
Paul’s, Eden Park, and Rev Malu-
leka at the Immaculate Conception, 
Rosebank. Their parishes of  
origin are St Pius X, Mofolo  
(Rev Matseke,) St Paul of the 
Cross, Bekkersdal (Rev Mpetsheni 
and Maluleka) and St Nicholas, 
Daveyton (Rev Sefako).

Lebo WA Majahe

Long journey to priesthood continued 
from page 1.

Induction of a new priest
The parish of St Peter’s, Kagiso has been blessed with 
a new priest. On Sunday, 15 July, during a Mass 
celebrated by Auxiliary Bishop of Johannesburg, 
Duncan Tsoke, Fr Tshepiso Bontle Lekoko was 
inducted and warmly welcomed by parishioners. The 

visiting choir from Fr Lekoko’s home parish, St Albert, 
Vosloorus partook in the vibrant liturgy during the 
celebration. Martha Lekoko, mother to the twin priests 
(Tshepo and Tshepiso) was also present, with another son of 
the Vosloo parish, Fr Phuti Makgabo also coming to 
congratulate his brother-priest.

On behalf of everyone seated in the congregation,  
after he took an oath to serve the people of God whole-
heartedly, guided by the catechism of the Church, Fr Lekoko 
did the profession of the faith. 

He was vested by Bishop Duncan and further presented 
with the keys of the tabernacle and the mission house. His 
letter of appointment, written by Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
OMI was read. 

In his remarks, Fr Lekoko thanked all the people who 
helped him through his journey to the priesthood, 
especially his mother, relatives and Bishop Duncan. This is 
his first appointment as a priest.                       

Lebo WA Majahe

Fr Tshepiso Lekoko taking his 
vows before Bishop Duncan 
Tsoke.
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The Catholic Bible Foundation 
(CBF) this year celebrates  
its 25th anniversary. The 

foundation was started in a remote 
village near Elandskop, in rural 
Kwa-Zulu Natal. 

Some 25 years ago, two Holy 
Family sisters entered the home of 
Mrs Mdaweni. It was the humblest 
of homes and Mrs Mdaweni was 
among the poorest-of-the-poor.  
At the time, her son was dying of 
cancer. Her dearest possession was 
a picture of the Sacred Heart. She 
owned very little else. Sr Mary 
Doyle and her companions had 
come to enquire whether they 
could do anything to assist this 
poverty-stricken family. Much to 
their surprise, Mrs Mdaweni 
responded in these words. “Sisters, 
we know that you can do nothing 
about our poverty. We will handle 
that ourselves. What we want you 
to do is bring us the word of God.”

Mrs Gumbi, another villager, also 
echoed the request for the Bible. 
Out of this grew a Bible Sharing 
Group in which all denominations 
found a home.

Sr Mary treasured these 
memories. In time, she would be 
able to devote her life to answer-
ing God’s call coming to her from 
the people of rural Kwa-Zulu Natal.

Little did anyone present on 
these two occasions realise the 
far-reaching impact the words, 
“Bring us the Word of God”, would 
have.

A thousand kilometres away in 
Klerksdorp, Bishop Daniel 
Verstraete OMI had a dream to 
establish an organisation that 
would have, as its sole aim, the 
promotion of scripture in the 
Church. Providence took over. The 
time came when Sr Mary wrote a 
letter to Bishop Verstraete telling 
him about her wish to respond to 
what she knew was the prompting 
of the Holy Spirit. Thirty years 
before, the Second Vatican Council 

had promulgated the document 
Dei Verbum calling for a renewed 
interest and love of scripture 
among all Catholics. As Bishop 
Verstraete read that letter, he went 
down on his knees praying in 
thanksgiving. And so the Catholic 
Bible Foundation of SA came into 
existence. 

The vision of the Catholic Bible 
Foundation is to help people enter 
into a living and dynamic 
relationship with the word of God.

Br Mike Chalmers, foundation 
director, relates that his confreres 
noticed and said: “Mike you have 
changed since you started working 
for the Catholic Bible Foundation.” 
He hopes that all will have the 
same experience.

On 12 September the founda-
tion will celebrate 25 years of 
service spreading the word of God 
to Catholics in Southern Africa. 

It has worked in Kenya, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, Namibia, Botswana and 
most dioceses in the Southern 
Africa Catholic Bishops’ Conference.

The Bible Foundation says it 
takes its inspiration from the 
teaching of the Church; Dei Verbum 
( 1965), the teachings of St John 
Paul ll and Verbum Domini (2010).

The Word of God is the first 
source of all Christian spirituality. It 
gives rise to a personal relationship 
with the living God: Pope John  
Paul ll, 1996.

Catholic Bible Foundation
Silver Jubilee

Br Mike Chalmers

Let all remember, urged  
Br Chalmers that prayer should 
accompany the reading of scripture, 
so that God and man may talk 
together. 

Currently, it offers programmes at 
all school levels. For parishes, 
dioceses, religious houses of 
formation, the foundation offers 
Basic Biblical Spirituality, Windows 
on God’s Word, Lectio Divina, the 
Gospel of the Year, Exploring 
Scripture Together, Scripture for 
Lectors and Eucharistic Ministers, 
Lenten Retreats.

Since 2005, the CBF has 
organised and promoted Bible 
Sunday on the last Sunday in 
August.

Br Chalmers published a book 
“Bread that will Last” in 2015.

The next book “Meet God in His 
Word”, by Br Mike Chalmers will be 
launched on 12 September as part 
of the CBF’s 25th anniversary 
celebrations.

Priestly anniversary 
of Fr Godwin 

Fr Godwin Asatomegbe 
Garuba, MSP parish priest of 

St Paul the Apostle, Eden Park 
celebrated his sixth priestly 
anniversary on Saturday, 23 June. 
Parishioners thanked Fr Godwin 
for all the wonderful work he has 
done in the parish, both physical 
and spiritual. The order of the 
Knights of da Gama was present 
and also extended its gratitude to 
the parish priest for all he has 
done throughout his ministry.  
Fr Godwin thanked everyone for 
the wonderful surprise celebration.

Happiness Mofokeng

Fr Godwin holding an anniversary 
celebration cake.

All Catholics are urged to  
use and advertise in our Call-
A-Catholic page so support 
one another. ADNews reaches 
60 000 people monthly, as 
well as thousands more  
readers on our website,  
www.catholicjhb.org.za.  
The website also offers a 
comprehensive list of  
churches, services, schools 
and contact numbers.
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The St Anne’s sodality of  
St Joseph’s, Katlehong 
commemorated the deceased 
members of the sodality with a 
Mass on Sunday, 17 June.

The families of the departed 
were also invited to the 
remembrance Mass where the 
names of the 62  deceased 
members were read out by 
parish priest Fr Elijah Otu 
MSP at the beginning of Mass.

A light meal was served 
after Mass.

        Abel Dlamini

St Anne’s 
commemorates 

the departed

Members of St Anne’s sodality at a 
Mass commemorating the departed 
members of the sodality

Six offenders from the 
Department of Correctional 
Services visited Our Lady 

of Peace, Kagiso 2 on 23 June.
This was part of the Victims 

Offenders Dialogue. They arrived 
with Prison Chaplain Mankga.

The formerly-incarcerated men 
informed the youth how they 
ended up in jail. They also asked 
the community to forgive them as 
they had paid dearly for the 
crimes they committed.

Reggie, who was imprisoned 
for 20 years for murder and theft, 
said he was also addicted to 
drugs.

Another, Thabiso, said: “I was 
only 18 years old and in prison 
for theft and robbery. I spent 
most of my youth in jail and got 
released in August 2017,” he said 
adding that he had been 
sentenced to 32 years.

Siya from Cape Town was 
jailed for robbery and was 
released last year November.

After his father passed away, 
Sphiwe’s life did not go as 
planned. “I left school in standard 
eight. In 2006 I was arrested for 
kidnapping and rape, and sen-
tenced to 23 years. I was released 
in April this year,” he said.

Lunga was sentenced to 18 
years imprisonment for gang 
rape.

Martin said he used to be an 
accountant and was arrested for 
fraud.

Chaplain Mankga said that 
while the offenders were in jail 
they realised that crime does not 
pay and that they should turn 
their lives around. 

“As a child you have to ask 
yourself, why am I alive?  You 
have a brighter future ahead of 
you, don’t allow peer pressure to 
take over you. There’s a moment 
where spiritual life closes up and 
something pushes you to do 

Public Victims Offenders’ 
Dialogue

something wrong. Accept your-
self and appreciate where you 
come from,” said the Chaplain.

At the end of the day, he 
added, it is all about choices 
we make.

“Don’t take shortcuts – any-
thing you go through has a 
purpose. Pray about anything you 
go through and God will answer 
your prayers,” he advised. 

One of the ex-offenders said: 
“We, as youth, should listen to 
our parents because disrespecting 
them leads to jail or death”. 

The visitors were also joined 
by members of the South African 
Police Services and Fr Benedict 
Mahlangu OMI. The visits are 
aimed at encouraging people to 
see the relationship between the 
Catholic Church and the Depart-
ment of Correctional Services 
growing. Last year, during 
Easter, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
and priests in the West Rand 
Deanery visited the prison, where 
the Archbishop promised the 
support of the church to our 
prisons.

Nozipho Lakaje

Members of the Pioneers 
Association of Our Lady 

of Fatima, Dube with parish 
priest and guest speaker recently 
held an anti-drug and alcohol 
abuse campaign. 

The guest speaker was Vusi 
Nzimande.

His topic was on the life of 
drug addiction and its effect on 
the addict and the family. He is 
currently working under Ikageng, 
but has registered a non-profit 
organisation called Hometown 
South Africa Drug Rehabilitation 
Programme.

Anti-drug and alcohol abuse campaign

Seated from left: Priscilla Nkosi, Mpho Meso, Vusi Nzimande, Fr Jean 
Marie Did’Ho Kuzituka and Nombuyiselo Nkosi.
Back from left: Teboho Sechefo, Moses Donga and Christina Khoete.

The prayer for drug and alco-
hol abuse is said every Sunday 
just before announcements at 
Our Lady of Fatima Dube.

Nombuyiselo Nkosi

During the Little Eden 
Society Annual General 
Meeting which took place 

on Saturday, 14 July, the Little 
Eden Board of Governors 
announced the retirement of 
Lucy Slaviero from her position as 
chief executive officer (CEO) from 
31 August after years of 
dedicated service to the society.

Xelda Rohrbeck was appointed 
incoming CEO. Lucy and Xelda 
will be working together in the 
upcoming months to ensure a 
smooth transition. 

Lucy (65) has been involved 
with Little Eden since she was 14 
years old and progressed to the 
leadership role 22 years ago. Lucy 
will remain involved at Little Eden 
and, as appointed by the Little 
Eden Board, will take up the role 
of honourary lifetime president. 

“When I accepted the position 
of CEO 22 years ago, I did so with 
some trepidation. I had very big 
shoes to fill – those of my father 
and mother, the founders of Little 
Eden, Danny and Domitilla 
Hyams, then 76 and 79 years old, 

who were adamant that the reins 
be handed over to someone 
younger, who would bring new 
energy and new ideas to the 
organisation, and thus ensure the 
long-term future of their beloved 
‘angels’.

“I look forward to slowing 
down a little and being able to 
spend more time with my family 
and loved ones – whilst still 
maintaining close ties with the 
society, and offering guidance 
and support through the initial 
period of the incoming,” she said.

Incoming CEO, Xelda Rohrbeck 
(35), she said, is not new to Little 
Eden. She became involved in 
the work of the society as a part-
time receptionist between 2002 
– 2005 after an introduction to 

Lucy Slaviero, 
Xelda Rohrbeck 

and resident 
Mutshidzi.

Little Eden CEO Lucy 
Slaviero to retire

the society by her now hus-band, 
Michael Rohrbeck, one of the 
grandchildren of the founders.

Xelda took up full time employ-
ment in July 2008 to dedicate and 
continue her career at Little Eden.  
Her career has developed over 
the last 10 years from office 
administrator, to administration 
manager to operations manager. 

“I am proud and excited to 
have been entrusted with the 
opportunity to take over the reins 
from our outgoing CEO, Lucy 
Slaviero. Lucy has been an 
inspiration to me over the years 
and I have learned much from 
her, both as a person and as 
someone committed to improv-
ing the lives of the most vulner-
able members of society – 
children and adults with profound 
intellectual disability. I am 
committed first and foremost to 
maintaining the ‘golden thread’  
of values that have been woven 
into the fabric of Little Eden, and 
which make it the very special 
place that it is.

“I will strive to do my utmost to 
be worthy of the trust that the 
board and management team 
have placed in me, and hope I 
can continue to count on Little 
Eden’s many friends and 
supporters in the years ahead.” 
said Xelda. 

For more information about 
Little Eden Society, contact 
Nichollette Muthige on 011 609 
7246 / info@littleeden.org.za or 
visit www.littleede.org.za 


