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ADNews got a message from Lerato Thibile one Tuesday morning, 
wanting to find out if we have received his son’s donation which he sent 
for the Shrine. It was so thrilling to know of this generous act from a 
young boy, still at school, who is not even from our Archdiocese. We 
made contact with the boy wanting to find out what prompted him to do 
this generous act.
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Kizito Thibile, a regular reader of the ADNews from the Klerksdorp dio-
cese donated his monthly allowance for the building project of the Shrine

MOTHER OF MERCY SHRINE
Donations including expenditure • Target: R25 million

Continued on page 9.

Continued on page 10.

With the vision of creating a 
self-sustaining Church 

instead of always relying on 
financial support from overseas, 
the Bishops initiated a project in 
2009 with this in mind. So was 
born the Catholic Bishops’ 
Foundation with the initial goal 
of raising R50 million as a capital 
invested amount which would 
generate sufficient funds to 
sustain the Conference. 

It got off to a great start with a 
countrywide collection and every 
diocese contributing but then it 
tapered off and momentum was 
lost. 

The Foundation was registered 
as a PBO (Public Benefit Organ-
ization) with SARS the following 
year with a certain change of 
direction. In accordance with the 
requirements with SARS 75% of 
interest gained had to be used for 
education and charitable projects. 

The difference between the 
Foundation and the Lenten 
Campaign is simple. A foundation 

is long term initiative, building up 
a capital which will continue to 
make funds available for time to 
come. The Lenten campaign on 
the other hand is a collection, 
taken up and spent all in one go.  

Here in the diocese of Johannes-
burg there are many who support 
the Foundation on a monthly 
basis. They understand the strat-
egy of building a self-sustaining 
church for the future. They 
understand the necessity of 
supporting the less resourced 
dioceses around the country. On 
average the Foundation is 
distributing over R500,000 each 
year to different projects across 
the Conference region.

If you would like to also be  
part of this charitable outreach, 
contact Fr Barney McAleer on  
072 469 3710 or by email 
bmcaleer@sacbc.org.za. 

Boy donates his allowance 
for the Shrine

After the devastating fire last 
December in Alexandra town-
ship, Fr Barney McAleer went 
to see Fr Ronnie Cairns and, 

in the name of the Foundation, 
donated R50 000 for the  

parish initiative to help the 
victims of the fire.

Bishops’ Foundation 
celebrates 10 years
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General Finance 
Meeting

Saturday, 8 June
14h00 

Cathedral Place

Call for acceptance 
of refugees

Archbishop of Johannes-
burg, Buti Tlhagale who 
is also Southern African 

Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
liaison bishop for migrants and 
refugees, has already, three times 
so far this year, called for the 
welcoming of strangers to South 
Africa.

He recently publicly appealed 
to both the City of Johannesburg 
and Gauteng Province to do so.

In this interview with spot-
light.africa, Ricardo da Silva SJ 
writes:

The premier of Gauteng, David 
Makhura, has once again spoken 
harsh words on foreign nation-
als. In his Lent message given 
exclusively to spotlight.africa, 
the archbishop of Johannesburg 
shared his disappointment at 
these inhumane attitudes, saying 
that we ought to expect more 
from our leaders. 

At the 2019/20 Gauteng budget 
breakfast meeting in Johan-
nesburg earlier in March, the 
premier of the Gauteng Province, 
David Makhura suggested that 
the South African government 
should invoice foreign countries 
for health services provided 
to foreign nationals coming to 
South Africa. He also blamed 
foreign nationals for the exceed-

ing levels of crime, asking: “how 
do we have so many drug dens 
that are operated by Nigerians in 
our country?” 

Tlhagale responded critically 
to Makhura’s suggestions saying 
that “one would have expected 
more sympathy and more com-
passion from our leaders.”

The archbishop expressed 
that many of these foreigners 

are “people who have left their 
countries under duress, who have 
fled persecution, fled wars, who 
have fled from hunger, from their 
own countries.” He added that 
they have arrived in South Africa 
“harassed and tortured” hoping 
“that we would unburden them”.   

However, the archbishop did 
share some sympathy with the 
premier. He conceded that some 

foreigners were indeed 
engaged in illegal activities, 
like drug trafficking and 
robberies, and that these 
give the rest of the migrant 
communities a bad name”.
As Catholics begin the peni-
tential season of Lent, the 
archbishop recalled that “the 
Gospel reminds us of the 
generosity of Christ” and 
that Jesus’ example should, 
especially at this time,  
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St John Paul II 
Linmeyer 

Fundraising
A fundraiser event will be 

hosted at  
the Barnyard Theatre 

Gold Reef City 
Saturday, 25 May at 8:00pm, 

towards our new Church that 
will be built in Rispark, 
Johannesburg South.

Pope’s Intentions: 
April

Universal: For doctors and their 

humanitarian collaborators in war 

zones, who risk their lives to 
save the lives of others.

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  

abortion), Catholics must be told,  
for their eternal welfare, and survival 

of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/bcpill

pdfCoLA 082 609 6919

PARISH COORDINATORS 
MEETING 

6 April – 10:00
Cathedral Place 

Saturday, 13 April – 09:00-14:00
WEST DEANERY 

CATECHISTS RETREAT  

Telephone 011 402 6400

Department of 
CATECHISM

DIVINE MERCY 
PILGRIMAGE

Date: 27 April
Starting Point:  Divine Mercy  

Catholic Church, 49 Angel Street, 
Walkerville

Theme: “The Lord Stands at our 
Door and Knocks” Rev 3:20

Registration: 6: 30 am
Walk commences: 7: 30 am 

Proceed to Bosco Centre  
(Dale Side) and back to Walkerville

Day concludes with Holy Mass
Distance: 20 km

DIVINE MERCY FEAST
Venue: Divine Mercy Catholic 

Church, 49 Angel Street, Walkerville
Holy Hour: 14.00
Holy Mass: 15 00

We invite you all to celebrate the 
Mercy of Our Lord

Bat Kol Scripture group meets 
every third Saturday  

12.00 - 4.00 pm at Holy Family 
College, 40 Oxford Road,  

entrance 3rd Avenue Parktown.  
2019 Study programme –  

Deutero- Isaiah – the prophet of 
the Babylonian exile 

Contact Sr Marie Andre SND 
072 250 4944 for details.

‘Could you not spend 
one hour with me?’

Holy Hour 
15:00 -16:00

Every Saturday
Sung Chaplet of The 

Divine Mercy

Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.

Enquiries 074-193-0449

Thirty eight candidates received their First Holy Communion at Our Lady  
of the Assumption, Molapo on Sunday, 24 February. Mass was celebrated 
by Fr Nqobile Mzolo OMI.                                                             Nesta Tsamaesi

Parish priest, Fr Godwin, on behalf 
of the parish recognises Fr Fidgeon 
for his pioneering work and spirit.

It was with great joy and 
exuberance that St Paul, 
Eden Park celebrated its 40th 

anniversary, the sacrament of 
confirmation of nine candidates 
and dedication of the altar on 
Sunday, 3 March.

Bishop Duncan Tsoke presided 
at Mass with vicar general  
Fr Paul Beukes OMI, Fr Ignatius 
Fidgeon OMI, Fr Kevin Bugler 
OMI, order of the Missionary 
Apostles of St Paul superior,  
Fr Chris Aneke MSP, Fr John 
Paul Ekpedeme MSP, Fr Mokesh 
Morar, Fr Christoph Boyer M.
Afr, Fr George Okwii M.Afr,  
Fr Mariano Perez Gonzalez 
MCCJ, Fr Johnson Ugwu MSP, 
Fr Boshom Mpetsheni and parish 
priest, Fr Godwin Garuba MSP 
concelebrating.

In a homily that touched on 
the three auspicious occasions 

that were celebrated, the bishop 
began by extending his congratu-
lations to the parish. “They say 
life begins at 40 and so your life 
has begun,” he said in jest.

He acknowledged founding 
pastor, Fr Fidgeon, long-serving 
priest, Fr Kevin and all priests 
who led the parish including  
Fr Godwin and parishioners for a 
sterling job. “We could not have 
done this without you,” he said.

He said that the sacrament of 
confirmation is not goodbye but 
‘Hello, Jesus’. He explained the 
significance of the altar as the 
very nature in which the church is 
built and is a place where Christ  
is given in sacrifice in an 
unbloody manner.

Sr Margaret Mary Finbarr,who 
touched many lives in different 
ways and who played a pivotal 
role in the spiritual life of the 

parish, was remembered and 
honoured with her image and 
flowers brought before the altar. 

In appreciation of the role they 
played in the early years of the 
parish, the elderly were given 
personalised plaques. These are 
men and women who contributed 
in a myriad of ways including 
one who donated R2 as a token 
payment for the land on which 
the church is built, those who 
allowed Mass to be celebrated in 
their houses and those who 
sacrificed warm beds to sleep on 
the floor to guard the church 
when it was bedevilled by 
burglaries. 

Also gracing the occasion were 
Notre Dame Sisters Obehi and 
Getrude, Sr Juliana Abioye EHJ 
from the Youth Office and Sr 
Cecilia Mary Anawanti EHJ. 

Lerato Mohone

Eden Park’s 40th anniversary, 
dedication of altar and confirmations

Bishop Duncan Tsoke (centre) pictured with Sacrament of Confirmation  
candidates and priests who celebrated Mass.

Above: Fr Paul Beukes holds the 
image of Sr Margaret Mary Finbarr 
aloft in a special in memoriam 
moment.

Above right: Bishop Duncan Tsoke 
anoints the altar with Chrism oil.

First Holy 
Communions

Proclaimers 
Workshop

Date: Saturday, 13 April 
Time: 09h00 – 13:00
Venue: Cathedral Hall

For more information 
contact Office of Divine Worship 

and Liturgy
011 402 6400 / liturgyjhb.org.za

PATRONAL FEASTS: APRIL
6th  St Lambert, Daveyton (1966)
21st  Church of the Resurrection,  

Bryanston (1968)
24th  Isadore Bakanja, Protea Glen 

(1996)
28th  Divine Mercy, Walkerville (2009)
29th  St Catherine of Sienna, Eldorado 

Park (1974); St Catherine’s  
Chapel of Ease, Selcourt, (1965)

30th  Our Lady of Africa, Mohlakeng 
(1962)
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

Preparing the 
confirmation liturgy

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 

• PO Box 46876 
Glosderry, 7702 

• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

old-fashioned norms of their par-
ents’ generation.

This is not a first communion, 
so there is no need for the candi-
dates and sponsors to be dragooned 
into processions. You may decide 
not to have them in the procession 
at all, but rather allow them to be 
seated with family and friends.

After the gospel reading, the 
names of the candidates are 
announced perhaps by you, their 
teacher. Do not simply read a list 
of five names, but present each 
one to the bishop. You might want 
to say a little about each one: what 
they are studying, which qualities 
each has. Between calling each 
name, leave enough time for the 
candidate to stand, come forward, 
and sit in a place where the bishop 
can preach his homily to them. 

When they stand to renew their 
baptismal promises, do not form a 
“wall” blocking the congregation’s 
view. Even if they have to stand 
facing inwards, on either side, 
with the bishop in the middle, let 
the whole congregation feel that it 
is part of what is happening.

For the baptismal promises, the 
candidates should light their can-
dles from the paschal candle in a 
prominent place in the sanctuary. 
Some may still have the candle 
they were given at baptism. 
Families should search for these 
now – this will be very meaningful 
for some parents. For those who 
do not have candles, let them buy 
one now, and perhaps spend time 
decorating it. These candles should 
be a reminder of baptism, so they 
could use them at the Easter Vigil 
this year, and you could explain 
the vital link between the paschal 
mystery, Pentecost, and the sacra-
ments that we receive today. 

During the procession of gifts 
at the confirmation mass, the 
young people and their sponsors 
could bring up not just the bread 
and wine, but also non-perishable 
foods to be distributed to the poor. 
They could put some thought into 
whom they would like to help, and 
be part of the distribution of that 
food when it takes place. This 
should open their eyes to the 
social justice and charitable works 
of the Church.

The liturgy should be meaning-
ful to the young people. Foster an 
atmosphere in which they feel 
involved and in which they can 
sincerely make an honest commit-
ment to Christ, it will surely be a 
day which will remain in their 
hearts forever.

Our Johannesburg Archdio-
cesan News certainly gets 
around! This month’s 

question comes from a catechism 
teacher in the Eastern Cape … 
perhaps she reads this column 
online. 

I am preparing five youngsters for 
confirmation in May. In discussion 
of the liturgy we experience in our 
parish there is nothing to set us on 
fire with enthusiasm! We would 
love to have a lively and genuine 
liturgy, for once, but we need new 
ideas, and something to encourage 
the youth to come to church with 
joy and purpose.

Thank you for your enquiry. One 
lively confirmation liturgy is not 
really going to solve the problem 
you face in your parish. A great 
confirmation may inspire people to 
try harder thereafter, yet that will 
take plenty of hard work, and will 
require that the priest and current 
lay ministers are open to change! 
Part of what makes for a good lit-
urgy is good music. I don’t know 
what can be done in this regard 
because I don’t know the size of 
your congregation or their age pro-
file. The confirmation candidates 
can hardly be expected to lead the 
singing!

It is quite common for the can-
didates to proclaim the readings, 
lead the general intercessions, and 
bring up the gifts during confirma-
tion. Each should be prepared and 
be willing to get involved in some 
way afterwards. The confirmation 
mass should not be like a school 
concert which is done once to 
please an audience of adoring par-
ents! If these young people are 
really making a commitment, they 
should exercise their commitment 
from then on. 

This point is rather like the dis-
tinction between a wedding and a 
marriage. Huge effort is put into 
preparing for a wedding day, but 
married life is left to chance. 
Confirmation candidates should 
prepare for a lifetime of religious 
commitment and not put all their 
thought into just the day itself. So, 
perhaps in the weeks leading up to 
the ceremony, each young person 
could be introduced to the parish 
not simply as the son or daughter 
of so-and-so, but as a committed 
Catholic in his or her own right 
who is preparing to be a reader, 
choir member, usher, member of 
St Vincent de Paul, etc. 

If you are going to have any 
“buy-in” from the teenage candi-
dates, you may need to resist the 
sentimentality of some parishio-
ners who will want the girls to be 
all in white, with veils, and the 
boys in suits. Teens do not want to 
be told what to wear, but they do 
like guidelines. Allow candidates 
to prepare themselves interiorly 
and not dig in their heels on the 
externals when they want to chal-
lenge what they perceive as the 

Holy Family Sister, 
Kathleen Mitchell and 
Annastacia Mphuthi, 

coordinator of the Department of 
Divine Worship and Liturgy, 
facilitated a workshop for Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults 
(RCIA) coordinators. This was 
organised by the Catechetism 
Department at the Cathedral on 
Saturday, 16 February. 

“We are gathered to learn about 
how to journey with our cate- 
chu-mens and candidates,” said  
Sr Kathleen. “The journey to 
Emmaus (Luke 24: 13 - 35) is that 
of the RCIA process.

“These are people who come 
into our lives, hearts and faith. We 
need to journey with them as we 
share the life of Jesus with them. 

She advised coordinators to 
explain to catechumens that this is 
similar to their journey as they 
also search with the hope of 
recognising Jesus ‘in the breaking 
of bread’ and being His disciples.

“We, too, should not go to bed 
without reflecting on our own 
journey. Every day Jesus walks 
with us, we should not let Him be 
a stranger,” Sr Kathleen implored.

Annastacia explained RCIA as a 

Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults workshop
journey for adults who, after 
hearing the mystery of Christ 
proclaimed, consciously and 
freely seek the living God, enter 
the way of faith and conversion as 
the Holy Spirit opens their hearts. 
By God’s help they will receive 
the sacraments fruitfully.

She defined catechumens as 
those who receive their sacrament 
of baptism at Easter and candi-
dates as adults being received into 
full communion with the body of 
Christ. She stressed the import-
ance of distinguishing between the 
two and for people to know which 
group they fall under. 

Sacraments belong to the cate-
chumenate and candidates with 

the support of church – parish-
ioners, catechists, parish team, 
parish priest, deacon, bishop and 
archdiocesan departments. These 
sacraments are: Baptism, Holy 
Communion and Confirmation.

“Everything we do is imbued 
with symbolism and meaning. It 
is important that we explain the 
signs, gestures and postures at the 
celebrations and liturgical 
seasons,” said Annastacia. 

Where catechists encounter 
challenges with candidates such 
as marital issues, they should not 
undertake to solve them. “Ask 
the priest to intervene as they are 
trained to handle these matters,” 
she recommended. 

Lerato Mohone 

The first Sunday of Lent brings 
with it the celebration of the 

Rite of Election, which is also 
known as “enrolments of names” for 
the catechumens who are to be 
admitted to the Sacraments of 
Christian Initiation at the Easter 
Vigil.

This took place at the Cathedral 
which was full, beyond capacity. 

Presiding at the rite were 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI and 
Bishop Duncan Tsoke. They were 
assisted by the Vicar for the Office 
of Divine Worship and Liturgy, Fr 
Ben Mahlangu OMI, Cathedral 
administrator, Fr Victor Ngwenya 
and Rev Simon Koenane.

In his homily. Archbishop Buti 
lamented how, Johannesburg, a 
city of gold, used to be beautiful 
and attractive. “Now you (the city) 
are broken and full of squalor.” 

He highlighted the plight of 
migrants and refugees that many 

are undocumented, unskilled, 
homeless and live undignified lives. 
They too, are made in the image of 
God and are members of the Body 
of Christ.

 He reminded those gathered of 

Justice and Peace members from Kristo iNkosi organised Police Day cele-
brations on Sunday, 3 March. Forty-two members of the security cluster 
attended. They are pictured with parish priest, Fr Chaka Motanyane OP.

Kgomotso Ndlovu, Justice and Peace member

Police Day

Mt 25: 45 saying service to the least 
of Christ’s brothers and sisters is a 
condition for entering the Kingdom 
of God.

He said they are, to us, the angels 
in disguise giving us an oppor-
tunity to become human again, to 
become kind, gentle, compassion-
ate and loving.

He appealed to the church’s 
charitable organisations, sodalities, 
every Catholic and the elect who 
will be received at Easter to choose 
migrants and refugees as their 
favourable charity, encouraging 
them to lessen the pain and anxiety 
in their lives.

 “Let this Lent inspire us to new 
heights of human solidarity,” he 
concluded.

Fr Ben extended his congratula-
tions to the bishops, Fr Victor,  
Rev Koenane, coordinators from 
the various parishes, St Martin de 
Porres, the Orlando West choir for 
leading the music, altar servers and 
everybody who had assembled at 
the Cathedral.  

In the impartation of the final 
blessing, the Archbishop assured 
the elect of “our love, support and 
prayers”.

Lerato Mohone

From left: Monica Mphapang,  
Sr Kathleen, Agnes Khuzwayo, 

Annastacia Mphuthi, Meisi 
Mosiuoa and Tshepo Phagane.

Rite of 
Election

Left: Archbishop Buti Tlhagale and 
Bishop Duncan Tsoke attach their 
signatures in acknowledgement of 
candidates who will be received at 
Easter in the Book of the Elect.    

Below: The community of Eldorado 
Park in the foreground.
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#MYWYDEXPERIENCE2019
For every place that the sole of your foot shall tread on, that have I given unto you - Joshua 1:3

Kutloano Mohasoa
I went! I saw! I ate! I got sunburnt! But 

above all, I prayed and I learned!
World Youth Day for me was an experience 

of intentional love, fuelled by gracious gen-
erosity! From the very first week of Days 

in the Dioceses our families in Colon were 
absolute grace! They didn’t know what to 

expect and they didn’t know how to let go 
when we had to leave. I witnessed the out-
pouring that God spoke of in Malachi 3:10, 

"Put me to the test and you will see that I 
will open the windows of heaven and pour 
out on you in abundance all kinds of good 
things." This he did for Panama; this he did 
for all pilgrims that where gathered there! 

Nicole De Freitas
My World Youth Day 2019 experi-
ence was something I cannot put 
into words, but hope to express by 
my actions: being kinder and more 
humble. I learnt more about myself 
in that one week in the dioceses 
than I could ever have learnt in my 
own home town. We got pushed 
outside our comfort zones, but it 
was in those moments where I saw 
the hand of God at work. It’s an 
experience I will carry with me in 
future encounters as I continue my 
walk of faith.
Nicole De Freitas #apilgrimatheart

Mpumi Mgidlana 
From the moment I stepped foot 

into Panama, I felt God's blessings. 
Panama is a beautiful country filled 

with so much love and it was a 
perfect place for WYD. Our families 
gave us unconditional love during 
days in the dioceses and God sent 

us so many blessings! 
Panama City was unbelievable and 

seeing the Pope was amazing!  
I really grew in my faith and have 

realised God's blessings in my life!
Thank you to the Archdiocese, my 
church in Malvern and my parents 
for allowing me to go on this trip.

Mokgethi Monama
Many have asked me why was I  
going to the World Youth Day. 
“Why would you spend so much 
money to see a person (the Pope)?” 

It was not until Saturday, 26 
January when I was able to answer 

Jacinta de Gouveia
WYD was very special to me. 
Spending time with God away 
from my day-to-day noise was  
just what I needed to respond to 
my call.

I am a servant of the Lord and 
this pilgrimage reminded me of 
that.

And as I face life going forward, I 
face it with the faith of a child, and 
the fiat of Mary.

Trusting that God will meet me 
at the point of my faith. 

Robyn Pijoos                                                                                           
#MyWYDExperience was amazing! 
It was my first WYD and it is safe 
to say I will be attending more of 
them. I can sum up my WYD as 
having experienced the over-
whelming, never ending incredible 
love of God. 

Lindani Sitole
Lindani’s top highlights of WYD 
2019 – The warmth and excitement 
we received when we arrived at 
Espinar. The entire community of 
Espinar showed me so much love,  
I wish I stayed a few days more!

The stations of the cross at  
Davis – pilgrims said the Our 
Father and Hail Mary in German, 
Spanish, Polish, Portuguese, 
English and isiZulu. No mat-
ter where you’re from, what 
language you speak, we are all, 
truly, one universal Church.

Adoration at Iglesia Cristo Rey 
– this was  the beginning of my 
personal discernment. 

Knowing that I was in the 
same vicinity as the Holy Father, 
I felt unworthy but blessed to  
be part of the momentous  
occasion when teary-eyed when 
Pope Francis drove past. 

The pilgrimage to Campo San 
Juan Pablo II – pilgrims joining 

each other in praying the Rosary 
and arriving at the park, hundreds 
of thousands of people, young and 
old, lay people and religious all 
gathered together under the Pana-
manian sun along with the Holy 
Father to celebrate Christ. 

that question. As we stood await-
ing ‘Papa Francisco’s’ arrival I found 
myself turning back to look at the 
activity behind me. At that point it 
all came together for me and I saw 
Pope John Paul II’s vision when he 
initiated this in 1985.  

Despite all the challenges we 
had to overcome, everyone on 
that field was happy and at peace 
going about their duties, getting 
ready. I finally had my “aha” mo-
ment. World Youth Day is not just 

about meeting the Pope, it is about 
the youth coming from all different 
parts of the world, different  
roots and challenges we face in 
our daily lives, finding a safe space 
that is in each other. Building one 
another, praying together, and 
feeling the love of God through 
each other. 
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The theme of the Ash Wed-
nesday’s day of recollec-
tion was “Reconciliation 

with self, with others and in 
society”. It was preached by  
Fr Bryan Massingale, a diocesan 
priest of the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee and a professor of 
theology at Fordham University, 
New York. He is a world leader on 
racial justice. He is in South Africa 
on sabbatical, doing research into 
the life of Steve Biko. He was a 
guest of the Jesuits in 2018 when 
he lectured on racial justice for the 
Winter Living Theology courses.

The day was attended by about 
70 people. A quiet and prayerful 
atmosphere was maintained 
throughout with music provided 
by Frank Tuson, Ricardo da Silva 
and Sr Katleho Khang, SNJM.

In the first of three sessions, Fr 
Bryan spoke of self-love, for 
God’s sake; giving glory to God 
by being oneself. Contrasting 
shame and guilt, he pointed out 
that Grace frees us from shame; 
Jesus frees us from guilt.

In the second talk, after a period 
of quiet personal reflection and 
prayer, Fr Bryan urged participants 
to prayerfully pray the Our Father, 

focusing on the need to forgive 
others as God forgives us. 
Forgiveness of someone who has 
hurt us is a deliberate decision;  
a long, slow and painful process. 
Forgiveness does not excuse the 
other’s wrongdoing and must 
proceed whether deserved or not, 
always hoping for the others well-
being.

In part three, Fr Bryan Massin-
gale addressed to need to reconcile 
in society in South Africa. It is a 
requirement of our faith to live in 
harmony in our community. 
Whites and blacks were divided 
historically and those divisions 
persist today through ignorance, 
denial, minimisation, fear and 
indifference, he added.

South Africans have a lot to 
teach the world. Nowhere else has 
a dominant group given up 
dominance but true reconciliation 
requires justice. Whites should act 
for justice and social transforma-
tion using their position of 
privilege to challenge societal 
injustices; showing solidarity with 
the poor and, as yet, unfree. They 
need to do their own work first 
and seek true conversion.

Judy Stockill

Do your own 
Work First
Puleng Matsaneng distributes 

ashes at the closing Mass of the 
one-day retreat held at the Jesuit 

Institute in Auckland Park. Puleng 
works in spirituality conducting 

retreats and training prayer guides. 
She also researches Ignatian  

Spirituality in an African context.

Rev Prof Bryan N Massin-
gale of Fordham Univers-
ity, New York, is one of 

the world’s leading Catholic 
social ethicists and scholars of 
African-American theological 
ethics, racial justice and liberation 
theology. He has first-hand 
experience, not only academic 
knowledge, of racism and social 
activism against racism and for 
social change. His lecture was 
peppered with personal anecdotes.

The lecture was titled “Malcolm 
X, Steve Biko, and the Religious 
Dream for a Multiracial Demo-
cracy”. It is the first time that Prof 
Massingale has spoken in public 
about Steve Biko, and he pointed 
out that no previous scholarship 
that has put him and Malcolm X 
into conversation with each other. 

They were born 20 years apart 
and on different continents and 
never met, but were united in the 
dream for multi-racial democracy.

Their lives and work have 
contemporary relevance because 
the social conditions of their times 
still exist in spite of Obama’s 
presidency and South Africa 
becoming a democracy. In both 
the US and SA there are un- and 
under-educated blacks living in 
ghettos, suffering the scourge of 
gangsterism. Under those 
conditions it is a struggle to grow 
black self-love and self-esteem 
especially in the face of white 
superiority evidenced by whites 
not listening to blacks.

Examining these two figures, 

gives insight into the similarities 
of the struggle for racial justice 
on both sides of the Atlantic, 
and lays bare the work that 
remains toward inclusive justice.

There are four points of 
intersection between Malcolm X 
and Stephen Bantu Biko. Both 
saw black self-recovery and inner 
emancipation as key.

They were both critical of white 
religion and Christianity for its 
complicity in racism. Malcolm X 
dismissed Christianity as white 
nationalism and a means of 
brainwashing both blacks and 
whites.

Biko, on the other hand, had 
hope that Christians would 
eventually see black people as 
brothers in Christ and join the 
struggle for liberation. He saw 
Christianity as irrelevant if it did 
not fight for racial justice.

They shared a vision of 
multiracial democracy. Malcolm 
X grew to adopt a humanist 

stance having started out as a 
black nationalist and a separatist.

Each held some hope that faith-
based institutions, rooted in black 
religious humanism, could 
contribute to the dream.

Prof Massingale concluded his 
talk by urging black and white 
South Africans to work together 
to achieve the dream, to reach the 
rainbow which promised so much 
in the early days of democracy. It 
won’t be easy, he admitted, but 
South Africa must get it right; 
must become the cradle of 
humanity.

 The main auditorium of 
St Augustine’s was overflowing 
for this lecture on 5 March, 
Shrove Tuesday. Prof Massingale 
taught the Winter Living 
Theology in 2018. He has 
returned to South Africa as a 
guest of the Jesuits during his 
sabbatical research on Steve Biko.

Judy Stockill

From left: Ricardo da Silva SJ, Editor of Spotlight; Dr Nontando Hadebe, 
lecturer in Theology at St Augustine; guest speaker Rev Prof Bryan Massin-
gale of Fordham University in New York, and Fr Russell Pollitt SJ, Director 
of the Jesuit Institute at St Augustine College, the Catholic university of 
South Africa in Victory Park.

Victims of our 
Socialisation

The Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference (SACBC) 

Migrants and Refugees Office’s first 
meeting of the year took place at 
the Cathedral on Tuesday,  
12 March.

Liaison bishop for Migrants and 
Refugees, Buti Tlhagale OMI shared 
the February SACBC Plenary 
Session Resolution for the Migrants 
and Refugees.  
- Parishes to appoint a contact 

person for migrants and 
refugees, and that a network be 
developed at diocesan, 
metropolitan and national level. 

- Pastoral, social and spiritual care 
be provided for migrants and 
refugees at parish and diocesan 
level.

- Legal support be organised to 
help migrants and refugees 
acquire documentation and 

assistance in the event of being 
arrested. 

- A directory be developed to 
provide lists of pro bono lawyers, 
non-governmental organisations, 
shelters, church service providers 
and other sources of support. 

- Training and formation 
programmes for diocesan and 
parish coordinators. 

- A national day of prayer be 
organised for migrants and 
refugees on 30 June, 2019.  
The Pope declares the World 

Migrant and Refugee Day set for 29 
September and is encouraging 
every country to have its own day 
of prayer for migrants and refugees 
that is suitable to their calendar. 
The SACBC decided to celebrate on 
June 30.This day is not only for 
foreign nationals -  South Africans 
should make up 50% at these 

celebrations, Archbishop Buti said. 
Fr Patrick Rakeketsi, the SACBC 

Associate Secretary said the office 
is the process of organising a 
liturgy kit for this day. He requested 
each agency to send their yearly 
report to the SACBC office in order 
to compile one for the country.  

The Archbishop said he would 
make available the written homilies 
for Durban and for the Rite of 
Election at the Cathedral. Both 
homilies focused on the need for 
the church to assist and care for 
migrants and refugees.

The SACBC office is requesting 
quarterly reports related to issues 
of migrants and refugees.  

The Archbishop strongly recom-
mended that accurate statistics are 
obtained and sent to SACBC 
Migrants and Refugees Office. 

Lusungu Kanyama-Phiri repre-
senting Lawyers of Human Rights 
said there has been successes 
regarding stateless children in the 
country. However, there is still lots 
to be done to assist many children 
who still cannot access education, 
he added.

Each agency/diocese presented 
its current situation and challenges 
on human mobility. These were 
Jesuit Refugee Service, Johannes-
burg Pastoral Care, Durban Pastoral 
Care, Catholic Parliamentary Liaison 
Office, Scalabrini Institute for 
Human Mobility in Africa, Jesuit 
Social Apostolate, Aliwal North, 
Ethiopian/ Eritrean community, 
Lawyers for Human Rights and 
Three2Six. 

Lerato Mohone 

SACBC Migrants and Refugees 
National meeting

Member agencies of the SACBC 

Migrants and Refugees Office.

The theme “God Matters” makes us more aware of faith and life with 
God, lived out in our human, family lives. After weeks of penitence 
and sacrifice the Easter season in the middle of the month begins 

with a closer reflection on the passion, death and resurrection of Jesus. 
Each of the sacraments is also a special moment in the life of faith that 

can be commemorated at home too. Baptism is the initiation and 
Confirmation invites us to a deeper commitment. A renewal of our baptis-
mal promises on Holy Saturday calls us to make an act of faith. The sacra-
ment of marriage is a fulfilment of a couple’s baptismal promises. The 
healing sacraments are important too in family life as each family is a 
growing and developing system, where sickness and hurt exist over a life-
time of relationships with God and one another. The priesthood is com-
memorated on Holy Thursday by the renewal of their promises and the 
institution of the Eucharist.

April: God Matters 
Lent, Easter and the Family

Encountering Christ, letting themselves be caught up in and 
guided by his love, enlarges the horizons of existence. Faith is no 
refuge for the fainthearted, but enhances our lives. It makes us 

aware of a magnificent calling, the vocation of love. 

Pope Francis, Lumen Fidei  53.

See Marfam’s inexpensive Lenten booklets and programmes which 
include stations of the cross and messages for the widowed and 
bereaved. Some of these are in local languages.  

Visit www.marfam.org.za/families-and-lent or call Toni on 0825521275 
to order or book a parish promotion around current  
family matters.
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The Saint Cecilia sodality of 
the Archdiocese of Johan-
nesburg held the aspirant 

training session at Holy Trinity, 
Kwanele in Katlehong on Satur-
day, 2 March.

After the welcoming address by 
the president Richard Mosia, the 
aspirants, and their mentors, intro-
duced themselves and gave 
reasons for joining the sodality, 
after which they declared their 
love for it. 

The 48 aspirants will become 
fully-fledged members of the 
sodality at the yearly celebration 
of St Cecilia feast due to be held 
at the Cathedral on Saturday,  
23 November, bringing the total 
membership to 1 045 from 39  
parishes.

After a brief presentation of the 

history of their patron saint, 
detailing her sufferings, deputy 
secretary, Pheello Hlalele told the 
aspirants that they should always 
respect their parish executive 
members and their priests, 
uphold the values of the sodality 
and that they should always 
humble themselves when faced 
with challenges during their 

St Cecilia Sodality 
aspirants attend training

Archdiocesan executive committee of St Cecilia sodality from left: Bridget 
Rampai from St Albert’s, Vosloorus (secretary); Pheello Hlalele, St Francis 
Xavier, Evaton (deputy secretary); Josias Mpela, St Paul of the Cross, Bek-
kersdal (spokesperson); Richard Mosia, San Salvador, Leondale (president); 
Madu Shihambe, Holy Spirit, Dobsonville (treasurer) and Benny Sithole, 
Our Lady of Africa, Mohlakeng (committee member).

Left: The aspirants pay attention at 
the training session in Katlehong.

Below: The mentors accompanied 
the aspirants from their respective 
parishes to the training session.

spiritual journey and ask God for 
guidance and support.

Areas covered at the training 
included: The procedure followed 
when joining the sodality, moving 
from one parish to the other, rules 
and regulations, suspensions and 
dismissals, functions of the office 
bearers, the difference between St 
Cecilia sodality and a choir, the 

affiliation, finance and the 
allocation of funds.

The aspirants of the sodality, 
whose catchphrase is ‘Culelani 
iNkosi ngobunono nangen-
jabulo’, (Sing for the Lord with 
passion and happiness) heard the 
aim of the sodality was to evan-
gelise through music and to teach 
the parishioners the Catholic 
songs instead of importing songs 
from other denominations.

Secretary Bridget Rampai, 
assisted by the mentors and other 

executive committee members, 
had a busy day fielding questions 
from the enthusiastic spirants.

Spokesperson for the sodality 
Josias Mpela thanked everyone 
who attended and the host parish 
executive committee members for 
a well-organised event. He 
emphasised the importance of 
attending practises at their 
parishes and at Diocesan level 
whenever they were requested to 
do so.

      Abel Dlamini

On 23 February, the 
community of St Joseph, 

Meadowlands had a sobering 
discussion on the scourge of drug 
abuse and mind-altering 
substances.

After the opening prayer led by 
parish priest, Fr Antony Obadina 
CMF, recovering drug addict, 
Njabulo Mkhwanazi, who 
incidentally on the day, was 
marking two years free from 
drugs, presented a talk.

He spoke of the definition of 
addiction tracing back to when his 
started, types of drugs, symptoms 
and denial.

“That I am still alive proves that 
God has a mission for me and that 
is to educate people about the 
dangers of drugs and substance 
addiction,” he said. 

Educational and personal 
development specialist, Gugu 

Mmoledi appealed to parents and 
guardians to vigilant when it 
comes to their children’s 
behavioural patterns. Tell-tale 
signs of a person using drugs and 
mind-altering substances include 
loss of appetite, items going 
missing in the house, insomnia, 
bloodshot eyes and poor hygiene. 
Aggression could be a symptom 
of withdrawal, she said.

Njabulo’s father, Vusi 
Mkhwanazi was candid in his 
presentation about the effects of 
parenting and living with an 
addict. 

Their son, who lived under 
their roof, had, for eight-years, 
used drugs and they were 
oblivious to the situation.

To feed his habit, he would 
make numerous cash withdrawals 
of R90 and R80 because those 
did not register on their phones. 

“When we discovered he was 
using drugs, I demanded to know 
what all that money was funding. 
That is when he confessed. 

“He might have outsmarted us, 
but now, I am 10 steps ahead of 
him. I am exercising tough love 
and until he is eight years sober, I 
do not think I will relax,” Vusi 
said.

The child had become a 
zombie, he said.

“One day I found him sleeping 
on a cardbox outdoors in the 
middle of winter. That is when I 
conceded that Njabulo was in 
grave danger and needed urgent 
help.

“Don’t be scared to rummage 
through their rooms, clothes and 
belongings,” he advised. 

Mpho Mashele who was 
steering the programme said: 
“Although we are dependent on 
donations, we have started 
Ithemba Recovery Foundation 
which will address drug 
infestation and recovery in our 
community. We are also 
embarking on a skills 
development programme as an 
‘idle mind is the devil’s 
workshop,’” he said. 

Support groups are run at the 
parish where Njabulo deals with 
addicts and Vusi engages parents/
guardians. They are also working 
with a police officer and two 
medical practitioners.

Lerato Mohone

Forming part of 
the panel and 

delivering 
presentations 

were Gugu 
Mmoledi and Vusi 

Mkhwanazi.

Hope glimmers even for 
hopeless drug addicts

Double 
celebrations at  

St Ursula’s

Left: Head boy, Liam Still and 
Mvelo Mpungose enjoying their 
cup cakes on the day of the  
celebration.

Below: Learners on the garden 
listening to speakers.

Fr Terrence Barnard OMI 
addressing all those assembled.

St Ursula’s, Krugersdorp had a 
combined celebration on 8 Feb-
ruary when the school celebrated 
115 years of its existance with 
assistant chaplain Fr Terrence  
Barnard OMI celebrating 50 years 
in religious life, as an Oblate of 
Mary Immaculate. 

Make use of our Archdiocesan website
Looking for church contact information about the Arch- 
diocese of Johannesburg, events and organisations?

We have a comprehensive list of parishes, priests, schools, 
homes, creches, shelters, sodalities and secular orders.

Churches, sodalities and parishioners are welcome to submit 
their upcoming events and news for the website through 
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.

Our official website and directory addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za
www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za

Catholic Church 
conveys condolences 
to the victims of 
Tropical Cyclone Idai
 The Southern Africa Catholic 
Bishops Conference would like to 
convey sincere condolences to the 
victims of tropical cyclone Idai, 
especially those in the seriously 
affected areas of Mozambique, 

Zimbabwe and Malawi.
We applaud all the rescue 

agencies and the international 
community for their quick response 
to the tragedy and their generous 
efforts to rescue the survivors and 
bring relief to all the afflicted.

We invite the people of God to 
pray for the victims and the govern-
ments of the affected countries as 
they continue to work hard to 
restore the situation to normality.

We also invite all the people of 
good will to extend the hand of 
charity in any way they can to 
alleviate the sufferings of the victims.

Lastly, we would like to convey a 
message of condolence to our 
brothers Bishops in Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe and Malawi. May they 
stand strong in faith as they continue 
to work hard with the governments 
to ease the situation. 

Archbishop W. Slattery ofm
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As St Pius X, Mofolo officially 
marked the beginning of the 

period of Lent, the elderly and the 
homebound, were taken to church 
to begin the 40-day journey of 
repentance, introspection of how 
we all live out our Catholic faith, 
prayer life and practice of self-
denial. 

After Mass, they were treated to 
a sumptuous breakfast symbolis-
ing and encouraging the charitable 
works towards the elderly, home-
bound and those who have little or 
nothing, required from us during 
this Lenten period. 

‘Repent and believe in the 

Gospel’ were the words expressed 
by Father Innocent O Daniel, Cmf 
as he placed the ashes on fore-
heads, a gentle yet powerful 
reminder of the penitential and 
reflective approach we should take 
during this Lent, he added. 

A special thanks went to Tsele 
Mthyobile, Notis Mthyobile, 
Semangele Mthyobile, Nomasonto 
Tshabalala, Michael Mdluli and 
others for their selfless contribu-
tions on that day. 

We continue to pray for a 
spiritually fulfilling journey during 
this Lent.

Zandile Ngubeni

The Chancery staff observed Ash Wednesday with 
reverence during a Mass where the ashes were 

placed on their foreheads as a reminder that man 
comes from dust and unto dust he shall return. This 
was during a Mass led by the Cathedral administra-
tor, Fr Victor Ngwenya who described Lent as a 

time for “spiritual pruning”. He challenged all to 
introspect themselves and ask how we treat and 
relate to each other, while encouraging us to amend 
the relationship we have with God and others.
“Give alms and do good to one another,” he added.

Lebo WA Majahe

Junior Primary St Teresa’s girls celebrated Shrove Tuesday with delicious 
pancakes.                 

Debbie de Koning

McAuley House, Parktown, started the season of Lent with the celebration 
of the Holy Mass on Ash Wednesday. Primary and high school students 
received the ashes on their foreheads taking upon themselves the school’s 
Lenten theme for the year: “Love life. Live Lent. Transform your world”.

Beata Groblica

Learners at the 
start of Lent.

“Repent and believe 
in the good news”  

– Fr Ngwenya

Fr Victor Ngwenya blesses the ashes 
from the burnt palm leaves used 
during Palm Sunday of last year.

The imposition of the ashes. Pictured 
is Mokete Tsotetsi our receptionist.

Dillon Naicker after receiving  
the ashes.

Ash Wednesday Mass 
for the elderly and homebound

St Teresa’s School Shrove Tuesday

Ash Wednesday Linmeyer

Ash Wednesday McAuley House

On Wednesday, 6 March, Marist Brothers  
Linmeyer observed Ash Wednesday. After  
liturgy readings and a talk by Fr Sean McEwan, 
the staff, students and parents received ashes 
on their foreheads, spread in a cross pattern to 
symbolise their repentance and willingness to 
change over the Lenten season.

Precious Staat, Marketing Assistant

Sacred Heart College in Observa-
tory is spearheading a project 

called Indlulamithi, meaning giraffe 
in isiZulu, to develop the commun-
ity, specifically Yeoville and its 
surrounding areas especially as 
regards safety of pupils outside the 
schools’ boundaries.

The college together with the 
Johannesburg Development 
Agency, the SA Police Service, 
ratepayers’ associations and five 
Observatory and Yeoville schools 
will be cleaning up the streets and 
installing surveillance cameras.

During a visit to Observatory 
Girls’ School, City of Johannesburg 
mayor Herman Mashaba said he 
welcomed the initiative.  

The archdiocese 
welcomes 

two new priests

The campaign is also called Our 
City, Our Block.

Sacred Heart headmaster Collin 
Northmore, said that as a privileged 
school, they were happy to assist 
the surrounding communities in 
ways they could.

“Ensuring that learners from the 
five schools, especially the girls, 
who are frequently robbed of their 
possessions and even lunches, is 
the main priority. Many parents and 
teachers in the area are frustrated 
with the lack of resources and are 
afraid for the security of the 
children in their care.

“We want to find ways to make 
our areas safe and also share 
resources. Most importantly we 

Sacred Heart College pupils’ 
safety initiative

Collin  
Northmore

want to develop our children,” said 
Northmore.

This project will have five schools 
sharing resources like sports fields, 
libraries, science laboratories and 
research centres.

Learners from both government 
and private schools will have access 
to high-quality learning and 
facilities.

Fr Barney McAleer together 
with (right) Fr Jose Luis the 
Vincentian Provincial from 
Mozambique and Fr Carlos (left) 
who arrived this week from  
Brazil to work in Johannesburg. 
Taken on Sunday, 17 March at 
the Festa for the Equipas Da 
Nossa Senhora in Mayfair.
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At the tuberculosis stand are, from 
left: Nthabiseng Kau, professional 
nurse Ethel Mokoena, Nthathane 
Kau and Anna Molete.

The long queues that snaked 
on the courtyard on the 
sweltering 10 March proved 

that the community of Kristo 
Inkosi, Kwa-Thema had really 
been looking forward to its first 
annual wellness day.

The parish had six of its eight 
professional nurses still practising 
hands on.

The day started with Mass cele-
brated by parish priest, Fr Chaka 
Motanyane OP.

The main speaker, Dr Stanley 
Leketi who was accompanied by 
his wife, Lindiwe, said as much as 
he recognised half the faces from 
consultations at his practice, he 
came as a servant not as a doctor. 

Every weekend we are burying 
people, and most of these are 
premature deaths. Do churches 
know the causes and how we can 
prevent them, he asked.

He continued: “Christians and 
non-believers equally contract 
diseases, yet the former have 
Yahweh Rapha, the Lord who 
heals.

“It is because we eat the same 
unhealthy food with lots of red 
meat, drink heavily, smoke, don’t 
exercise and don’t follow the 
Word of God,” he said, adding 
euphemistically, “sleep like the 
world sleeps”.

He said three out of four people 
who over 55 have high blood 
pressure, admitting that he also 
suffers from it. He went on to link 

health and diseases to several 
scripture quotes such as 3 John 2: 
‘Beloved, I hope you are prosper-
ing in every respect and are in 
good health, just as your soul is 
prospering’. God desires whole-
some health for us, he said.

His solutions to healthy living 
included forgiveness, applying 
God’s word, healthy diet, 
exercising, avoiding ‘pavement 
doctors,’ going for regular check-
ups and prevention being better 
than cure and cheaper. 

After Mass some changed into 
their fitness gear and joined 
Nomsa Nkosi from St Paul, 
Tsakane and Comrades marathon 
runner, Boycie Ntlwane who 
instructed them on how to get into 
shape with simple and fun 
aerobics. 

The wellness day also had the 
support of the Ekurhuleni Mobile 
Clinic who conducted HIV tests. 

Lerato Mohone

Kwa-Thema pursuing 
wholesome wellness

Aerobics enjoyed by 
young and old.

Below: Lindiwe and Dr Stan 
Leketi, Mponeng Moorosi and 

Wellness Day coordinator,  
Kgomotso Ndlovu.

Fr Chaka taking a 
cancer test. He also 
participated in  
aerobics, checked 
his high blood and 
tested for HIV.

Right: Professional nurse 
Rose Thethe checks Caroline 

Madonsela’s high blood 
pressure.

Feast Day celebrations were held at St Patrick’s, La Rochelle, with 
Bishop Duncan Tsoke celebrating Mass. 

Pic Alexis Callea

Feast Day celebrations 
at St Patrick’s
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overflow continued from page 1.

Sacred Heart Sodality 
Ngome pilgrimage

St Anthony of Padua, Evaton West, Sacred Heart Youth members on a pil-
grimage to Ngome which took place from 9 to 10 March. A very fulfilling 
spiritual journey that brought us closer to the Heart of Jesus. 

Pictured above from left: Moeketsi Bohope, Lehlohonolo Malgas, 
Phillimon Khambule and Bongani Xaba.

Bohope Moeketsi

An Ethiopean  plane crash 
that took place early hours 
of 10 March, claimed the 

lives of a Catholic priest, nun and 
aid workers among others.

The passenger jet to Nairobi had 
149 passengers and eight crew 
members, all said to have tragical-
ly died. This happened approxi-
mately six minutes after the plane 
took off from Bole Airport in 
Addis Ababa at 8:44. It is reported 
that the plane lost control with the 
control tower. Fr George Kageche 
Mukua, a member of the 
Congregation of Mariannhill 
Missionaries was a passenger on 
the flight. The 40-year-old mis-
sionary had been ordained a priest 
in 2017 and was doing ministry in 
Rome. He was travelling to 
Nairobi for his holidays when this 
tragedy happened. Fr Kabelo 
Mahemo, a priest from the 
Kimberley diocese, currently 
studying in Rome, recalled his last 
encounter with Fr George, where 
they met recently for a reunion as 
alumni from St Joseph’s Theolog-
ical Institute in Cedara, Kwazulu 
Natal) recently in Rome and 
described him as an “ever warm 
priest who had love for the 
Church and had great relations 
with seminarians - a gap he felt 
needed to be filled after his ordi-
nation”. Sr Florence Wangari, a 
Notre Dame de Angers Sister who 
was in her early 30s, was also on 
board. She was also travelling to 
Nairobi to renew her passport, 
when she met her untimely death. 
She had been working in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo as 
a nurse and had not seen her fami-
ly members for the past six years.
The flight also carried people who 
were to attend the United Nations 
environmental conference in 
Nairobi.

This is according to the UN 
migration agency chief’s state-

ment released on twitter. All 19 
people affiliated with the United 
Nations were among those killed 
in horrific crash. The plane is 
said to have travelled from 
Johannesburg a day before the 
crash and there were no red flags 
noticed before the checks shortly 
before take-off.

Fr Patrick Chongo CMM, one 
of those who accompanied  
Fr Mukua to the airport, thanked 
everyone worldwide for the mes-
sages of condolences on behalf 
of the CMM community in 
Rome. “As his confreres, we are 
shaken by this tragedy and asked 
for your continued prayer for 
him and especially his family.” 
Fr Sebastian Rossouw OMI paid 
a tribute to the slain priest as 
below:

“I got to know Fr George 
Mukua in Cedara. We completed 
our theological training within a 
year of each other. It was good 
to reconnect with him in Rome 
either at our African diaspora 
gatherings or a Cedara reunions 
for a braai, the most recent of 
these being on 2 March. What a 
joyful person he was, always 
finding some humour to lighten 
up a moment,” he said. 

A memorial Mass will be cele-
brated in Rome for the repose of 
Fr. George’s soul as well as for 
all those who perished in the 
plane crash.

“Our prayers of comfort and 
healing are offered and extend to 
and for the Congregation of 
Mariannhill Missionaries and to 
the families who have lost a 
loved one. May our loving and 
merciful God grant them the 
comfort and peace they seek in 
their moments of despair and 
may the souls of their loved ones 
rest in God’s eternal peace,” he 
added.

Report by: Lebo WA Majahe

The Catholic fraternity  
left shattered

Who is Kizito?
I am a 16 year old boy currently 
in grade 10 at Klerksdorp Techni-
cal High. My favourite school 
subjects are maths and science. 
I’ve always loved reading; some-
thing I have been doing since the 
age of three. I enjoy writing,  
gaming, watching animation and 
everything to do with computers. 
I’m fascinated by the 4th Indus-
trial Revolution, the concept of 
artificial intelligence, coding and 
robotics and how they are going  
to change life as we know it. That 
is why I’m following the story of 
Venerable Carlo Acutis very care-
fully because we have similar 
interests.

 I love being Catholic and enjoy 
learning about the Church; her 
doctrines, philosophy, laws,  
history, teachings and liturgy.  
Fr Chris Mathaha (my parish 
priest) has a lot to do with that!

Being Catholic has also steered 
my moral compass in life and 
allowed me to be the person I am 
particularly in this day and age 
where peer pressure is prevalent  
in schools. My faith makes me 
conscious in knowing who I am 
and often leads me to the right 
choices.

I’m an altar server, a lector and 
also a member of the St. Kizito 
Movement for Boys in my  
diocese.

How did I learn of 
the building of the Shrine?

My mother often reads about this 
beautiful initiative from Lebo WA 
Majahe’s posts on Facebook. In a 
conversation we had she des-
cribed the Shrine as a monolith. 
On seeing the beautiful structure, 
and keenly learning about what 
this Shrine has to offer, I learnt 
that even people outside of Johan-
nesburg can make a pilgrimage to 
it and have a special time of 
prayer with Our Lady, surrounded 
by the tranquillity and beauty of 
Magaliesburg, which is about an 
hour’s drive from where I stay.We 
have been on pilgrimage to 
Ngome several times, so I under-
stood the importance of a Marian 
shrine. 

The impact of Our Lady  
in my life

I love Our Lady. I recently lost 
my aunt, my mom’s twin. In her 
last days all she wanted was for us 
to recite the Rosary and sing Mar-
ian hymns for her. That was quite 
telling. My mom has a deep love 
for Our Lady and you know how 
influential moms are. I have per-
sonal experiences where Our Lady 
has helped me and protected me in 
very supernatural ways. I love 
reciting the Salve Regina and the 
Ave Maria in Latin - powerful I 
tell you. My favourite apparitions 
is those of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
and Fatima. I try to say the Rosary 
as often as possible on my own or 

with my family and do not go 
anywhere without my Rosary.

What prompted  
my donation?

Last year I attended the cele- 
bration of the Martyrs of Uganda 
in Mayfair, St Anthony. We were 
read a letter wherein the Arch-
bishop was making an impas-
sioned plea for donations. I was 
moved by the generosity of the 
Ugandan Catholic community.  
I saw an opportunity to be part of 
something that would not only 
benefit myself but also future 
generations of the Church.  
I decided that if I could save a lit-
tle from my allowance and spend 
less on games and movies, I 
would be able to donate towards 
the project.

Message to the youth
Be part of the Church as much as 
possible, as far as possible. It is 
absolutely important for us as 
young people to take over the 
helm of taking care of the Church 
as it is our family! Create projects 
of your own, find ways of using 
your skills and talents to contrib-
ute to the development and suste-
nance of the Church. We must 
find our place in the Church and 
bear witness to our faith daily in 
big and small ways. Find our lim-
its, push further but, most of all, 
to stay true to God! I encourage 
all the young people to be part of 
this great initiative.

Report: Lebo WA Majahe
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The Vaal Deanery organ-
ised a fundraiser boat 

cruise at Stone Haven for the 
building project of the  
Mother of Mercy Shrine on  
3 March. Each person had to 
pay R500 to go on a two- 
hour boat cruise on the Vaal 
River. All were asked to  
wear white with their Mother of 
Mercy Shrine t-shirts or white 
with a touch of blue to accom-
modate those who are not 
Catholic. On the first trip, 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale omi 
attended. A second trip was held 
in the afternoon with food and 
drinks. The Vaal Deanery 
Friends of the Shrine found the 
event successful with R25 000 
profit raised. Speaking on behalf 

Pastoral Committee planned a 
fundraiser for the ShrineSodality representatives and 

friends met at the Cathedral 
of Christ the King on  

2 March as an open event for the 
2019 fundraiser events and brain-
storming. This is in preparation to 
raise the R5 million target hoped 
to be raised by June to push add-
ing up to the R24 million needed. 
The Pastoral Committee appeals 
for support for 2019 fundraiser 
events and thanks all those who 
have always supported their 
drives. The building process at 
the Mother of Mercy Shrine is 
likely to start in June and an 
appeal is being made to everyone 
to pray for the success of this 
project.

Some members of the Daughters of St Anne who attended.

Members of the shrine fundraising 
committee, from back: Tsholo 
Mokale and Christina Maredi. 
Front: Veronica Pieterson, Thoko 
Mlungwana and Lebo Majahe at 
the registration table.

The parishioners of Our Lady of Africa, Mohlakeng graced the occasion.
Report: Lebo WA Majahe  /  Pictures: Tebogo Tsimane

A successful cruise 
for the Shrine

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale with 
some members who attended.

Some Friends of the Shrine with Dean, Fr Solly Mphela

Members of the organising  
committee.

of the organising committee, 
Tumi Dialemetsi thanked all the 
people that made the fundraiser a 
success, especially their Dean  
Fr Solomon Mphela for the sup-
port and all the priests. The next 
event will be a picnic along the 
Vaal Dam with the entire Arch-
diocese being invited to take 
part.

Mabel Leseba

“inspire us to be more compas-
sionate and understanding.”

The archbishop ended his 
message with an appeal to the 
Catholic faithful, and indeed to 
all citizens, that they might find 
items they no longer need or use 
and give them to migrants and 
refugees in need. 

He invited them to make their 
Churches available as places of 
meeting and welcome, and made 
an appeal that the faithful might 
“think about giving employment, 
even if it’s partial, to some of 
them [migrants and refugees]”.

The archbishop closed his 
message expressing his particular 
concern for refugee and migrant 
children. Many of these children 
are even at risk of becoming 
stateless.

The archbishop asked Catho-
lics, during Lent, to take on the 
challenge, and “go out of their 
way” and “get the legal fraternity 
to help persuade the government 
— at least to ensure the future of 
these children — by giving them 
identity papers so that they can 
get the education they need. And 
perhaps even becoming citizens 
of the country”, he ended. 

In a separate homily at the 
Cathedral during the Rite of 
Election, the Archbishop reiter-
ated these sentiments, calling 
residents and Catholics in of Jo-
hannesburg to be more welcom-
ing. See page 3.

Ricardo da Silva is Acting Editor  
of spotlight.africa and a team member 

at Jesuit Institute South Africa

Call for acceptance of refugees 
– continued from page 1.
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Fr Benen Fahy           24-4-60
Fr Thomas Devoy 06-4-69
Rev Isaac Thomas 27-4-85
Rev David Lavers 27-04-85
Fr Tony Daniels 19-04-97
Rev Gregory Garnie 02-04-05
Rev Douglas Boake 30-04-11
Rev Robert Bothma 30-04-11
Rev William Davies 30-04-11
Rev Victor Ho 30-04-11
Rev Ronald Peters 30-04-11
Rev Abednigo Thokoane  
 30-04-11
Fr Gabriel Kwedho 28-04-12
Fr Thabo Mothiba 11-04-15

1st Rev John Rahme 
 Fr Phuti Makgabo
4th Fr Marek Marciniak
6th Rev Israel Maoyi
8th Fr Emmanuel Dim 
 Fr Emmanuel Denoukouia
11th Fr David Evans
12th Fr Innocent Mabheka 
14th Rev Kevin Fenn
15th Bishop Duncan Tsoke 
 Fr Brian Connolly 
 Fr Uzochukwu Ohanele
22nd Fr Samuel Gitonga
23rd Fr Jorge Guerra
25th Rev Anthony Bishop
26th Fr David Barnard
29th Fr Joseph Leathem

1st  Fr Joseph Vadakkan
4th Rev Robert Johnstone
5th Rev Peter French

We celebrate with 
our Priests

Ordinations

We celebrate with our Priests
The following Priests and 
Deacons celebrate their 
birthdays and anniversaries of 
their ordination. Our Auxiliary 
Bishop, Duncan Tsoke also 
celebrates his birthday ... 
Pray for all of them!

Birthdays in April

... and in early May
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Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI has appointed Fr Joachim Malunga 
from St Philip Neri parish in Moletsane to be the Chaplain of the 

Malawian Catholic community in the Archdiocese. Fr Malunga  
replaces Fr Andrew Thomo who has been the community’s chaplain 
since its establishment in 1994. Mass to bid farewell to Fr Thomo and 
the welcoming Fr Malunga was held on Sunday, 24 February at the 
Cathedral. 

In his speech, Fr Thomo advised leaders of the community to  
continue working hard as this will help them to continue to grow.  
A community that started off with only few families now has 18 small 
Christian communities and 12 choirs. Mass is celebrated every fourth 
week of the month at the Cathedral at 11:30am.

Andrew Maganga

As OMI Rev Fr Lizwelinjani 
Mlotshwa’s territory got 

enlarged, the congregation of  
St Margaret/ Immaculate Con-
ception, Diepkloof celebrated a 
joint Mass on Sunday, 3 March.  
The programme of the day was 
filled with emotions as both old 
and young went down a decade-
long memory lane.

Fr Nqobile Mzolo OMI stood 
in for Fr Zweli to afford him the 

A hearty welcome  
Fr Bafana

The St Margaret/ Immaculate  
Conception family in Diepkloof 
have welcomed their new priest,  
Fr Bafana Ndlovu OMI.

Lindiwe Nkolombe 

Bidding Fr Zweli 
goodbye

Fr Zweli Mlotshwa, centre, flanked 
by Fr Remigius Makobane and  

Fr Nqobile Mzolo.

Learners pictured during the tree  
planting ceremony.

opportunity to get a feel of the 
position of Provincial Vicar. 
Fr Mzolo’ took the congregation 
through catechism and the lit-
urgy.

Fr Remigius Makobane OMI 
gave a good homily which will 
guide us through our new walk 
with our new priest.

Lindiwe Nkolombe 

Farewell,  
Fr Thomo and 
welcome,  
Fr Malunga

From Left: Innocent 
Masanjika (Chairperson) 

Fr Andrew Thomo,  
Creasant Ntengula and 

Gregory Nkasala handing 
a certificate of recognition 

of service to Fr Thomo). Below: Fr Andrew Thomo (left) and  
Fr Joachim Malunga with altar servers.

Exclusive, faithful 
and for life

Fr Chaka Motanyane OP blesses 
Mapule and Joel Moja of Kristo 
Inkosi, Kwa-Thema who 62 years 
ago on 10 March, committed to 
be exclusive, faithful and for  
life in the sacrament of Holy 
Matrimony.

Lerato Mohone

On 11 March, a beautiful 
tree-planting ceremony was 

held at De La Salle Holy Cross 
College, in honour of the 
tercentenary of our founder,  
St John Baptiste de la Salle. Our 
fellow La Sallian school, La 
Salle College, gave De La Salle 
Holy Cross College an olive tree, 
which symbolises peace in our 
schools and communities across 
the world, as a gift.

The occasion brought together 
all three of our apostolates in a 
meaningful and prayerful way.  
Fr Tony Daniels OMI, the new 

parish priest at St Charles, 
blessed the tree before it was 
planted where it will be a con-
stant reminder of our commit-
ment to Lasallian values. 

Similar ceremonies will be 
held at La Salle College and 
Little Explorers Pre-Primary 
School later in the tercentenary 
year. 

Mary Hyam, Director of Religious  
Education and Formation  

- De La Salle Holy Cross College

Lasallian Tercentenary 
Tree-Planting Ceremony
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Are speeches being made to 
highlight something bene-
ficial to come or for the sake 

of making them? This question 
follows the State of the Nation 
Address by President Ramaphosa, 
and the budget speech by finance 
Minister Mboweni. 

Orange Farm Human Rights 
Advice Centre (OFHRAC) and the 
Justice and Peace (J&P) members in 
the Vaal organised a seminar on  
3rd March at St Charles, Lwanga, 
Orange Farm to discuss the future 
forecast of the speeches. The theme 
of the seminar was ‘No Peace with-
out Justice’. 

Questions asked were: Who will 
benefit from the unbundling of 
Eskom? Are the constitutional rights 
of the poor being prioritised? What 
are the implications of these 
speeches for the Church when 
looked at in the light of the prin-
ciples of the Catholic social teach-
ings – dignity of the human person; 
common good; option for the poor; 
and solidarity? A panel of indepen-
dent speakers shed some light on 
these topics, including Makoma 
Lekalakala, an environmental justice 
activist, and Dr Dale McKinley.

In response to who will benefit 
from the unbundling of Eskom? 
Dale said: “The electricity price 
increase defeats the purpose of the 
increase in the social grant many 
households depend on. The income 
generated from foreign investment 
and borrowed everyday benefits 
only the rich. He proposed that for 
the poor to benefit from the eco-
nomy, it (the economy) needs to be 
re-oriented to cover the poor 
through public investment. Also,  
the law needs to be applied equally.

Education should be prioritised 

since it is basic to sound develop-
ment of any country.

Further to the unbundling of 
Eskom, Makoma said there was a 
need to be ‘very worried’ about 
Independent Power Producers (IPPs) 
since China has put more money, 
and politically-connected business 
people, like Patrice Motsepe, who 
have also invested heavily in energy. 
She added that the restructuring 
should be on energy generation 
– that is a shift from coal to 
renewable energy sources. 

Attendees raised the following 
concerns and proposals: 
• Government should have state of 

wards addresses;
• There should be support for small, 

medium and micro-enterprises 
and cooperatives in communities;

• The unresponsiveness of politi-
cians to requests to engage with 
communities needs addressing;

• The issue of professionals, such as 
teachers, taxed on the benefits of 
their late husbands should be 
looked into.  
The committee comprising 

Bernedictor Mahlangu, Maria-
Goretti, Nash Kumurai, Moiloa 
Matseletsele, Zweli Ndlazi, Thami 
Majiki, Jacob Sebidi, Boyboy 
Samson, Bricks Mokolo and Emily  
are to organise more seminars to 
further these discussions.

Thanks were given to Fr Kgo-
motso Sebopela for being part of, 
and opening the doors of the 
church for this seminar. 

“Justice and Peace will forever be 
the voice of the downtrodden,” said 
Fr Kgomotso before the closure of 
the seminar. 

Jacob Sebidi and Nyasha Kumurai

It has been 40 years since the 
Eden Park Church was blessed 
by the late Archbishop Joseph 

Fitzgerald. To mark this landmark 
event in the life of the parish and 
community at large, celebratory 
events were planned in a build-up 
to the main celebrations on  
3 March. 

The parish community has 
grown in number since the opening 
of the church from a community 
that only attended Mass as a 
weekly obligation, to a community 
that has so many activities that 
there is often a scramble for space. 

On Saturday, 23 February the 
community held a successful and 
well-supported gala evening in 
the local community hall. Patrons 
feasted on great food and then 
danced the night away. 

During the weeks leading up to 
the gala event, parishioners 
were asked to donate money 
towards the construction of a 
multi-purpose hall on the 
vacant property adjacent to 
the church. 

The hall will be named in 
honour of the late Sister Margaret 
Mary Finbarr. Sister Finbarr was a 
Dominican sister who tirelessly 
worked in the community, taking 
care of its pastoral needs. 

On Sunday, 24 February the 
community concluded its “pre-
celebrations” with the  
Sacrament of First Holy 
communion. Five “little angels” 
from the community received the 
sacrament. The children were 
delighted to receive Christ for the 
first time and are looking forward 
to becoming altar servers.

 Vivienne Herman

Assumption Pilgrims Legends from 
Our Lady of Assumption, Molapo 
awarded bursaries to four deserving 
university students at Our Lady of 
the Assumption, Molapo, on Sunday,  
3 March. A big thanks to SETA Educa-
tion, Training and Development 
Programme for their contribution to 
the education and empowerment of 
African children, thus making a 
difference in our mission. 

Recipients of the bursary 
confirmation were: Mamokoena 
Mokoena (represented by grand-
mother); Palesa Kometsi, Nthabiseng 
Bolofo and Botlhale Nyako (repre-
ented by grandmother). Also in the 
picture are parish priest, Fr Mandla 
Skhosana and members of Assump-
tion Pilgrims Legends namely, 
Lekgotla Motapane, Mamokete Koali, 
Paul Mashigo, Benny Nzima and 
Tsukulu Manyeli.             Nesta Tsamaesi

The Kolping Family of Johannes-
burg, part of the Kolping Society 
South Africa, has introduced a pilot 
project of mathematics lessons at  
St Joseph’s, Meadowlands for 
children aged nine to 12 and are 
non-discriminatory.

These classes take place every 
Saturday from 9h00 to 12h00 and 
are conducted by subject matter 
expert, Ashton Kotto with the help 
of several volunteers. Although they 
targeted 20 children, average 
attendance has now reached 23.

There will be an evaluation after 
six months to assess improvement.

Chair of Kolping Family Johannes-
burg, Elisabeth Blank said: “Our 
motto is ‘Helping people help 
themselves’. So, for these little 
people, we aim to give them a 
sound footing for their future by 
giving them one of those important 
skills,” she said.             Lerato Mohone

Saint James Presby- 
terian Church in Bedfordview 

opened its doors for the Women’s 
World Day of Prayer (WWDP) 
service on the 1 March at 10am. 

Some 75 ladies attended and 
were welcomed by the Minister  
of the Church, Gavin Lock. 

The readings were done by 
ladies of the Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Anglican and Catholic 
churches. South African women 
could identity with the hardships 
and challenges faced by women, 
especially in Slovenia. 

As each woman’s name was 
mentioned, it was as if recounting 

The parish of Eden Park 
is in a celebratory mood

First Holy communion 
candidates: Kyle 

Damon, Devante van 
Wyk, Tenique Wee, 
Macayle Herman,  

Lareece James with 
parish priest Fr Godwin 

Garuba Msp

Patrons at the Gala evening: 
Shariffa Christoffels, Vivienne 
Herman, Ellen Hutton

Orange Farm 
Seminar: State 
of the Nation 
Address and 
Budget Speech

Bursaries handed to deserving students

Maths geniuses 
in the making

Future mathematics whiz kids with  
Ashton Kotto.

Women’s 
World Day 
of Prayer

what women in South Africa has 
to bear. Faith, their love of family, 
being part of a church community, 
were also mentioned. The readings 
highlighted how refugee and 
migrant workers were treated.

In his summary of the theme 
“Come everything is ready” 
Minister Gavin Lock compli-
mented the ladies for preparing the 
altar with flowers, vegetables, 
wine and breads.

Friendships were rekindled and 
new friends made. A collection 
taken amounted to R2710. 

Ida Steyn


