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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Let us all rejoice in the Lord, as we celebrate the 
feast day in honour of all the Saints, at whose 
festival the Angels rejoice and praise the Son 
of God.

FIRST READING: Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 24.

RESPONSE:
These are the people who seek your face, O Lord.

1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,
 the world, and all who dwell in it.
 It is he who set it on the seas;
 on the rivers he made it fi rm. ℟
2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?
 Who shall stand in his holy place?
 The clean of hands and pure of heart,
 whose soul is not set on vain things. ℟
3. Blessings from the Lord shall he receive,
 and right reward from the God who saves him.
 Such are the people who seek him,
 who seek the face of the God of Jacob. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:1-3.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:

Alleluia, alleluia! Come to me, all who labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest, says the 
Lord. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1-12.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they will see 
God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called children of God. Blessed are they who 
are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

❈

❈
CHURCH OF  THE  WORD

Solemnity of All Saints  Year A 
Divine Offi ce: Week III  1 November 2020

Solemnity of All Saints

All Saints by German painter Albrecht Dürer, 16thC
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.
Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 

R170 plus delivery

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
R=Religious; B=Bishop

Mon 2 Nov ALL SOULS
Job 19:23-27; Psalm 23; Matthew 5:1-12
It is God's will that all who believe in Jesus may have 
eternal life. Let us pray today that God's desire that 
we share eternity with him is matched by our desire 
to be faithful throughout all our days.

Sun 8 Nov 32ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Wisdom 6:12-16; Psalm 63; Matthew 25:1-13
"One of the tasks of true friendship is to listen compas-
sionately and creatively to the hidden silences. Often 
secrets are not revealed in words, they lie concealed 
in the silence between the words." – John O'Donohue

Sat 7 Nov  Liturgy of the Day
Philippians 4;10-19; Psalm 112; Luke 16:9-15
The loudest voices in the world right now are ones 
running on the energy of fear, criticism, and cruelty. 
These voices shape the way we see, how we feel, and 
what we do. But what does your inner voice say…?

Fri 6 Nov  All Saints of Africa
Sirach 44:1.10-15; Psalm 15; Luke 6:27-38
From one of Africa's greatest saints, to all of us who 
yearn for God: "You have made us for yourself, O 
Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in 
you." – St Augustine, Confessions.

Thu 5 Nov Liturgy of the Day  
Philippians 3:3-8; Psalm 105; Luke 15:1-10
There are many daily distractions that can pull us 
away from searching for, and fi nding, God in our 
lives. Most importantly, stay continually focussed on 
what you desire and God will fi nd you.

Wed 4 Nov St Charles Borromeo, B
Philippians 2:12-18; Psalm 27; Luke 14:25-33
Jesus carried a heavy wooden cross, but internally 
he must have carried a much heavier one – a daily 
mental, emotional and psychological cross. Are we 
able to accompany him on that road to Calvary?

Tue 3 Nov (St Martin de Porres, R)  
Philippians 2:5-11; Psalm 22; Luke 14:15-24
Silence can teach you to let go of your inner clut-
ter – the noise and chatter in you head – and fi nd 
beneath it a space of quiet and stillness, a place 
where you know you are not alone.

The Solemnity of All Saints is a wonderful 
opportunity for us to explore an oft glossed-
over item of the Creed. Perhaps it is glossed 

over because it comes at the end, when our 
attention may have 
started wavering? We 
say: “[I believe in] 
the communion of 
saints.” Let’s put it 
in the context of the 
full sentence because 
each item informs the 
other:

I believe in the 
Holy Spirit,
the Holy Catholic 
Church,
the Communion 
of Saints,
the Forgiveness 
of Sins,
the Resurrection 
of the Body
and Life 
Everlasting.
F i r s t ,  the  Ho ly 

Spirit, the “sanctifi er”. 
Only the Holy Spirit 
can make us saints. 
Holiness is not the 
product of a solo effort 
to be good. As Jesus said, “no one is good but God 
alone.” To be sanctifi ed is the work of the Holy 
Spirit drawing us into the very holiness of God.

From the Holy Spirit, we declare our faith in 
the Church. While it’s true the Eucharistic prayer 
acknowledges “those whose faith is known 
to God alone”, Christians profess salvation in 
following Jesus as members of the Church which 
he founded. Paul often addressed the various 
Christian Churches as “the saints”? Yes, ordinary 
people like us – and sinners too – called saints, 
sanctifi ed by the power of the Holy Spirit through 
baptism, Eucharist, “the forgiveness of sins” (also 
an item in the Creed), the Word of God, Christian 
charity and works of mercy.

The community of the Church to which we 
belong is a continuity of living members with those 
who have died into eternity. This is sometimes 

depicted as the communion of Church “Pilgrim” 
and Church “Triumphant”. But it is still one Church. 
This is where Communion of Saints comes into 
its own. We are accompanied by the prayers 

and intercessions of 
those who have gone 
before us. We can, 
and must, call on 
them to inspire us by 
their triumph in Christ 
over the power of 
evil; to walk with us 
on our pilgrim way as 
we struggle through 
the vicissitudes of life 
on earth. 

Consider this. We 
all have ancestors 
(parents  maybe, 
grandparents and 
others) who went 
through the virus 
pandemic of 1918-
1919. Some may 
have died during 
it. By remembering 
and calling on them, 
we are given hope. 
As the Letter to the 
H e b r e w s  ( 1 2 : 1 ) 
declares, “Therefore, 

since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of 
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders 
and run with perseverance the race marked out 
for us.” It’s good to know we are not alone. Others 
have been through what we go through.

Finally, in the Creed we say: I believe in the 
Resurrection of the body and Life Everlasting.

The Communion of Saints is ultimately a 
participation in the great mystery of faith, which 
is the Life, Death, Resurrection and Ascension of 
Jesus Christ. Christ is the Bridegroom – the Church 
is the Bride (John 3; Ephesians 5; Revelations 
21 etc.). Christ is the fi rst to be raised from the 
dead (1 Corinthians 15:20). Christ is the head of 
the Church which is his Body (Colossians 1:18).

We believe in the Communion of Saints. Ask 
yourself today, how can I live that faith more 
consciously? How can it inspire hope?

Is it really possible for an ordinary person 
like me to find God in all things? Am I really 
important to God? How can I be sure that 
God really loves me? How can I become 
more aware of God’s presence in my life? 
How can I escape from the broken dreams 
of my past and draw closer to God? Fr 
Brian Grogan SJ meets these challenges 
by writing an extraordinary book for 
ordinary people. In simple, clear language 
he shows how God is involved in all the 
details of our lives. “God does not blush 
easily at our faults,” he writes. “In failure 
or in success, every individual remains 
uniquely important to God. He waits for 
us, searches for us, and cares for us.”


