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Archbishop Buti Tlhagale and Bishop Duncan Tsoke congratulate
John Mills.

J

tion, Rosebank while he was a
scholar at Marist Brothers
Inanda.
He started his business career
as a chartered accounting articled
clerk and went on to become a
highly-successful businessman in
the motor industry.
When John retired from
business, Fr John Finlayson, the
Vicar General of the Archdiocese
at the time, asked him to assist
with finances and property
matters. He has worn the hat as
‘the businessman’ at the
Chancery in his role for nearly
30 years.
John, together with the
Archdiocese Finance Committee,
have seen to the well-being of
the Archdiocese in all-important
matters relating to accounting,
treasury, investments, property
matters, legal issues and many
other administrative duties
that are required in a large
Archdiocese.
Charles Rowlinson, who is a
fellow member of the
Archdiocese Finance Committee
for also 30 years, recalls that, at
the time John joined, the strong
hand of a business person like
him were needed.

Wandile Zwane, Archdiocesan
Co-ordinator of Caritas, addressed
the special general meeting of
Justice and Peace.

T

he Justice and Peace (J&P)
Commission in the
Archdiocese is finally in the
process of being resuscitated.
Activists met in the flesh at
Cathedral Place at the end of
November to begin the journey
towards re-establishing the
Justice and Peace department
and office in the Archdiocese.

The meeting had the full support of Archbishop Buti Tlhagale
who, in his address to the meeting
of some three dozen activists,
challenged them to do what they
can to address the societal ills so
common in Gauteng.
“Our response (to these chal-

Olpha Nkosingiphile Selepe also
known as Gee Six Five.

J
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From left: Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, MEC Nomantu Nkomo-Ralehoko,
Fr Stan Muyebe, Kgosi and Peter Mpuang who chaired the meeting.

lenges) should be from our moral
grounding as Catholic Christians,’
he said.
This moral background he
summed up as originating from a
sense of decency; of wanting to do
good; of avoiding harming others
and wanting to be at peace with
our neighbours. We have a moral
conscience, he said.
The Archbishop then recom-

Rest in peace,
Olpha aka Gee Six Five

Continued on page 7.

John Mills with well-wishers – Morag Richardson, Luise August, Archbishop
Buti Tlhagale, Bishop Duncan Tsoke, Sr Maureen Rooney.
Back Row: Vicar General – Fr Paul Beukes, Fr Michael Seheri, Fr Joseph
Pich and Charles Rowlinson.
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Justice and Peace
Special General Meeting

A Bene Merenti medal
for John Mills

ohn Mills, Finance Administrator of the Archdiocese
was nominated by Archbishop Buti Tlhagale to receive
the Bene Merenti medal for his
years of devotion, dedication and
long-standing service to the Catholic community, on his retirement
at the end of November. The Bene
Merenti medal is an honour
awarded by the Pope to members
of the clergy and laity for service
to the Church. The nomination is
sent to the Papal Nucio in Pretoria
who then sends the nomination to
the Vatican. Very few papal Bene
Merenti medals are ever awarded.
John Mills, now 79 years old,
has held a long list of positions.
These include: Finance Administrator of the Archdiocese of
Johannesburg; Acting Chairman
of the Archdiocese Finance Committee; Member of the Archdiocese Property Committee; Trustee
of Boys’ and Girls’ Town; Board
member of Brescia House School;
Board member of Holy Family
Sisters; and Trustee of Hope
Home and School for Physically
Disabled Children
John recalls his very first
service to the Church being an
altar boy at Immaculate Concep-
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ust four days after granting
ADNews an interview, the wellknown 65-five-year old singing
sensation, Olpha Nkosingiphile
Selepe who goes by the stage
name Gee Six Five, passed away
from Covid-19.
She has been the talk of the town
after releasing the smash hit, Obani
Lababantu? (Who are those people?).
As a creative person, she came
up with the “cool” name drawing

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

inspiration from her age. “I named
myself Gee Six Five because I am
65-years-old. It will always stay that
way as I have achieved what I
wanted to accomplish. Now it is up
to others to take a leaf out of my
book,” she said.
Her music video has over
100 000 views on YouTube and the
single made it to number one on
iTunes SA.
Whilst many were surprised by
her age, countless people were
inspired by her message.
“Music runs in my veins. I
orchestrated going for a music
genre that would make people
take note and decided to go with
the sound that was popular with
young people.
“You always hear people say

mended 10 areas in which Justice
and Peace could/should operate –
violence in our schools and
homes; the kidnapping, killing and
selling of children; unemployment
and crime; racism and inequality;
xenophobia; corruption; cleanliness and access to water and the
human indignity of squalor; and
climate change.
Continued on page 4.

things like ‘what will people say’?”
said Olpha. “With this song I am
asking ‘Who are these people?’ My
message is, don’t hold back on your
dreams because of people’s
opinions.”
After an illustrious career in
teaching spanning almost four
decades including a stint in the UK,
Olpha resigned as campus head of
Mgungundlovu TVET College,
Northdale branch in March.
Continued on page 4

CORONAVIRUS
• Stay at home if you can
• Wear a mask
• Wash hands
• Practice social
distancing
• Abide by the rules
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Pope’s Intentions: January
Human fraternity

ship with our
May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellow
another,
one
for
ng
brothers and sisters of other religions, prayi
open to all.

PATRONAL FEASTS: JANUARY
1st Mary Mother of God, St Mary’s Hyde Park and all Marian parishes
17th Our Lady of Peace, Bophelong (2011); Kagiso II (1977);
24th St Francis de Sales, Salesians
25th Conversion of St Paul. Paulines, Tsakane (1968)
27th St Angela, Dobsonville (1934 and 1961)
31st St John Bosco, Robertsham (1957)

First Holy Communions
– Orlando

RCIA – Dobsonville

First Holy Communion candidates at
St Martin de Porres, Orlando West on
Sunday, 5 December. The sacraments
were administered by parish priest,
Fr Bruce Botha SJ. Pic: Tebogo Petja

Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults –
Molapo
The Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults took place on Sunday,
29 November at Our Lady of the
Assumption, Molapo. Fr Nqobile
Mzolo OMI administered the
sacraments.

Welcoming the Advent season

From left; Arthur Sithole, Lebogang Mafole, Obakeng Galetlole, Olefile
Wabobi, behind Steve Mogoai, Deacon Makgalemele, In front; Parish priest
Fr Joseph Matsau Nokayithi Ntloko, Yvonne Silasi, Sibusisiwe Mazibuko
and Nthabiseng Mmolawa.

Nesta Tsamaesi

From left: Obakeng
Galetlole, Arthur
Sithole, Sibusisiwe
Mazibuko with her
younger brother,
Olefile Wabobi,
Nthabiseng Mmolawa. and Nokayithi
Ntloko

Head of Evangelisation Department at the Chancery, Odilon Molapo,
lights a candle of hope to ring in the Advent season.

Shrine merchandise

available at the Chancery

I

t was a joyful occasion for
catechumens and candidates
who have been attending Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults
classes for a period of nearly two
years received the sacraments of
Baptism, Holy Communion and
Confirmation on Sunday,
22 November at St Angela,
Dobsonville. In the Catholic
Liturgical Calendar, this day
coincided with the Feast of Christ
the King.
Though the catechumens and
candidates were supposed to

Buy your Mother of Mercy Shrine merchandise
at the office.
R400
R420
R100
R100
R 70
R100
R250
R300
R400
R550

Cap:
R100
Hat/Sporty
R100
Kids golf shirt:
R180
Shrine logo embroidered
on your own denim
jacket:
R250
Buffs:
R 70
Face masks
R 50

Make use of
our Archdiocesan website
Looking for church contact information
about the Archdiocese of Johannesburg, events and
organisations? We have a comprehensive list of parishes,
priests, schools, homes, creches, shelters, sodalities and
secular orders.
All are welcome to submit upcoming events
and news for the website.
The addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za
www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za
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Anthony Olefile Wabobi
Pics by Thapelo Magole

ORDER OF CARMELITES
DISCALCED SECULAR
(OCDS)

Funds are still being raised
by various fund-raising
committees.
The target is R25 million.
To date R21 239 638 has
been raised.

Contact Veronica Pieterson on 011 402 6400
Drymac:
Drymac winter warmer:
Candle:
Mug:
Beanie/woollen hat:
T-shirt:
Golf shirt:
Blanket:
Cape/poncho:
Denim jacket:

receive these three sacraments
during Easter, the event was
postponed due to Covid-19.
Although 2020 has been a very
difficult year, which resulted in
many people losing their livelihoods, this was one cause for
celebration for the celebrants,
their sponsors, families and
congregants.

COMMUNITY NOTICES
Kholofelo Ya Josefa
Community Care Centre
A home-based and orphanage
project of St Hubert, Alexandra
WANTED – VOLUNTEERS:
• Care givers
• Fundraisers
• Treasurer
• Board of trustees
For more information, contact
Poshela Kekana (076) 062 7499

PREGN AN CY
CRISIS L INE
Pregnant?
Need help?
Call 061 925-1987
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Sanitary Towel Donations
With the re-opening of schools,
CWL Social Workers are implementing an education drive
aimed at young girls on care,
hygiene and health at local
primary schools.
Please assist their efforts with
donations of sanitary towels.
Thank you!
admin@cwladoptions.co.za
Tel: 011 618 1533 / 4

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical
abortion), Catholics must be told,
for their eternal welfare, and survival
of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/
bcpill pdfCoLA
082 609 6919

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’
in the centre of the World –
‘Love comprises
ALL VOCATIONS…!’
(St Therese de Lisieux)
Make a deeper commitment
to JESUS today by ….
Taking the promises of Poverty,
Chastity
and Obedience…
EVEN IF YOU ARE MARRIED!
Enter The Order of Carmelites
Discalced - Secular (ocds)
Where and How? COME AND SEE!
Telephone: Bridget McIntosh-Hodge
on 083 703 2301
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Decorations
and distractions

Celebrating the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception

The Archdiocese is under the patronage of the Immaculate
Conception and thus on Tuesday, 8 December a special Mass for
Chancery staff was celebrated in the Chapel. It was led by
Administrator of the Cathedral, Fr Victor Ngwenya.

Father Thomas Plastow S.J.
Answers Liturgy Questions

W

e answer a series of
questions about what
should and should not
be found in the church sanctuary.
The pre-eminent document
dealing with the furnishing and
decoration of churches is the
General Instruction of the Roman
Missal which is found at the
beginning of the large altar
missals. It can also be obtained as
a paperback from the Bishops’
Conference offices in Pretoria,
and parish liturgy groups would
do well to study it together.
Catholic churches are not just
public buildings which get decorated with religious art so as to
distinguish them from the municipal hall or community centre.
Church buildings are designed for
the public celebration of our liturgical rites and everything in them
plays a role in those rites. The
altar, ambo, presidential chair and
font are not just pieces of furniture, but sacred places dedicated
solely to sacred functions. Statues,
candlesticks, banners and flowers
are all found in liturgical worship,
but they must be used wisely and
sparingly so that they never
obscure or distract us from what is
taking place at the altar, ambo, or
other liturgical focal point.
Is it mandatory that churches
should have a huge a crucifix just
before the altar? I have noticed
that some have a depiction of the
Last Supper in this place.
Every parish church should have a
crucifix which is large enough to
be seen by everyone. It should be
close to the altar so that we make
the link between the sacrifice of
Calvary and the Eucharistic
sacrifice. The crucifix can be
behind, next to, or above the altar,
depending on the architecture of
the church and the size of the
sanctuary. There should be only
one crucifix and it should be
noble, inspiring and in proportion
with the size of the church. If the
front of the altar is decorated with
a sculpture or picture, such as of
the Last Supper, this should not
distract from the sacred vessels on
the altar, or from the crucifix.
Do we have to have statues of
King Jesus and Mother Mary?
If yes, which one goes to the left
and which to the right?
Statues were not allowed by the
early Church which followed the
Jewish prohibition. Later icons
were allowed, but not threedimensional statues which were
still seen as pagan. Western
Catholics have been permitted
statues since the early- Middle
Ages. The last 150 years have
swamped us with mass-produced,
plaster statues which have
deprived us of variety and local
expression. In churches built
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before the Second World War
there were often shrines, or side
altars, each with its own statue.
When facing the sanctuary, an
image of Our Lady would usually
have been on the right-hand side,
and one of the Sacred Heart (or of
St Joseph or another saint) to the
left. Today churches prefer to
emphasise our unity around ONE
altar.

Lerato Mohone
Charmaine Makhubela
proclaiming the First
Reading

Below: Members of the Immaculate
Conception Sodality came dressed in
clothing bearing the image of Our
Lady. They are from left, Charmaine
Makhubela, Veronica Pieterson and
Emma Zemura.

Dillon Naicker proclaiming the
Second Reading.

Usually, parishes without the
crucifix will have their respective
patron saints’ images, although
not necessarily on the sanctuary.
Isn’t the image of Jesus more
important than that of a saint?
No parish should be without a crucifix. Image of Our Lady and the
local patron saints also have their
place. They remind us of the continuing presence of our saintly
brothers and sisters who worship
with us around God’s altar. They
encourage us to remain faithful so
that we may one day join them at
the heavenly banquet. The number
and placement of icons, pictures
and statues should not obscure or
distract us from the liturgy. The
church building is not a Catholic
theme park! There should never
be more than one image of a particular saint. I saw a church where
six pictures of the Divine Mercy
were visible at the same time!
Recently before Mass I was contemplating the statue of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus when a sodality
member placed their patron saint’s
flag in front, eclipsing Jesus and
spoiling the experience for me. It
was a Sunday dedicated to the
said sodality and there is little
space between the pews and the
sanctuary.   
While our sodalities do wonderful work, they are guilty of many
liturgical blunders. Firstly, no
Sunday is dedicated to a sodality:
every Sunday is a celebration of
the entire church! Powerful sodalities and cowardly priests have
ensured that liturgical ministries
of proclaimer, cantor, and extraordinary minister of communion
have never taken off in many
parishes. Instead, we find the
Sacred Heart Sodality monopolises everything on the first
Sunday of the month, St Anne’s
another day, Kemolo on a third
and so on. This is not how it is
supposed to be. Banners or flags
are allowed, but should never
obscure. Sometimes you even see
one blocking the tabernacle! There
is a lot that needs to be put right.

We need more questions
about the Liturgy!
You are welcome to send
questions directly to Fr Plastow: •
PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702
• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
• fax 011 402-6406

Left: Fr Victor Ngwenya explains the various
titles of Mary including the Living Tabernacle.

Christmas celebration with
migrant and refugee children

O

n Saturday, 5 December,
the Department of
Pastoral Care for
Migrants and Refugees celebrated
Christmas with migrants and
refugee children at the small Hall
of the Cathedral. Due to the
hardships caused by the global
pandemic of Covid-19, the
Department Care for could not
invite a lot of children because of
lockdown.
In the beginning of the
celebration, Sr Marizete Garbin,
the Head of Department of
Pastoral Care for Migrants and
Refugees reminded all adhering to
Covd-19 regulations. She also
urged the children to keep
studying hard and to take Jesus as
their role model.
The day started with the
celebration of the Eucharist
presided by Fr Jean-Marie
Did’Ho Kuzituka, the Episcopal
Vicar for Migrants and Refugees.
Fr Jean-Marie blessed the parents
and their children and he
expressed in his homily, the wish
of seeing the children growing in
faith, hope and being active in
charity. He also asked the
congregation to pray more for the
gift of patience in their lives.
After the joyful celebration of
the Mass, every child received
some stationary with other gifts
such as vouchers for clothes and
food, a sandwich and a cold
drink.
Sr Marizete Garbin MSCS
HOD: Department of Pastoral Care
for Migrants and Refugees

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka Did’Ho,
the Episcopal Vicar for Migrants
and Refugees and Sister Marizete
Garbin, the Head of Department of
Pastoral Care for Migrants and
refugees before the Celebration
of the Mass.
Sr Marizete Garbin,
the Head of Department of Pastoral Care
for Migrants and
Refugees addressing
the children before
the Eucharistic
Celebration of
Christmas.

Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka Did’Ho, the Episcopal Vicar for Migrants and
Refugees, “Mary”, “Joseph” and the “Infant Jesus” during the Eucharistic
procession.

Sr Marizete giving
gift vouchers to
the kids.
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Two centenarians receive
papal blessings

Happy diamond
jubilee, Sr Michael

The Companions of St Angela celebrated,
with great joy, the birthday of Sr Michael
Sechogela’s diamond jubilee in early
December.
The order said this was truly a huge
milestone, not only for her, but for the
congregation as well.
We pray that God continues to grant her good health and all the
necessary graces in order to persevere. We also ask our Holy Mother
Mary and our Mother St Angela to intercede for her at all times.
Justice and Peace Special General
Meeting continued from page 1.

Fr Stan Muyebe OP, director of
the Sothern African Catholic
Bishops’ Conference department
of Justice and Peace, said his
office is a service provider for the
bishops and J&P groups. It is not
a policy-making body. Policy is
contained in the pastoral plans at
national, diocesan and parish
levels. Study these, Fr Stan urged.
The church ministers to a society
that is suffering, a role that is
recognised by the United Nations
where J&P has a delegate. The
pastoral plan for Southern Africa
has nine points, three of which
pertain especially to J&P. These
Rest in peace, Olpha – continued
from page 1.

She was pursuing a PhD in higher
education, after having attained
her Masters’ Degree at 63 years old.
This was her way of encouraging
people to value education. It also
gave her a significant advantage in
a number of projects aimed at the
advancement of communities, she
had shared.
Life had not always been easy for
Olpha. She became a widow in her
mid-thirties and lost a daughter
over a decade later.
She admitted that she has had
doors shut in her face, including by
music producers. However, there
were many ways to skin a cat, she
told ADNews and “once I set my

are care of creation; healing and
reconciliation; violence and
corruption endemic in SA society.
At a meeting-within-a-meeting
the Gauteng MEC for e-Government and Finance, Nomantu
Nkomo-Ralehoko, committed her
department to a joint project with
parishes of the Archdiocese to
address youth unemployment with
training and development of 4IR
skills and offering access to the
internet.
The event was covered by
Radio Veritas and Archbishop
Buti’s interview with Sheila
Pieres aired on Radio Vatican’s
Africa-English service.
Judy Stockill
mind on something, I do not listen
to detractors”.
Her love for music saw her
become a highly-decorated choir
conductor at her home parish
Regina Coeli, Madadeni, in the
diocese of Dundee. She performed
in both diocesan and interdiocesan
competitions which saw them
winning quite a number of trophies.
Olpha prioritised the Church. We
had scheduled an interview for a
Saturday afternoon. I apologised
for keeping her from her family and
her response was that the Church
comes first.
If we are to draw lessons from
her swansong, it would be: “Your
dreams are valid. Get out of your
cocoons and forget the naysayers.”

Lerato Mohone

T

Fr Godwin Garuba MSP
congratulating two
St Anne sodality members
who celebrated 100 years
this year.

he St Pius X, Mofolo
parish celebrated in thanksgiving for the blessings that
God has granted them throughout
the year on Sunday, 6 December.
A highlight was celebrating
with St Anne Sodality members,
Alfonsina Mbira and Gladys
Mphuthi, who achieved the 100th
year of their respective births.
They made history as parish
priest, Fr Godwin Garuba MSP
blessed and presented them with a
papal blessing certificate as an
indication of the Holy Father’s
apostolic blessing.
They were both praised by
Fr Garuba, for their tireless dedication in serving the Lord and
His people, which we hope will
continue to serve as an inspiration
to many.
The parish prays that the good
Lord who blessed Abraham in his
old age may continue to do the
same for them and their families.

Gladys Mphuthi and Alfonsina Mbira holding papal blessing certificate as
Zandile Ngubeni an indication of the Holy Father’s apostolic blessing.

the quickening of the struggle for
justice and peace and the joyful
celebration of life. Laudato Si’ 207.

Proposed action
for 2021

“New
beginnings”

Toni Roland performing her Dutch
family cultural tradition on Radio
Veritas on the feast of St Nicholas
in December.

lthough 2020 has been a
disastrous year for
Marfam and for so many
people, organisations and the
Church, and, in spite of the coffers
being quite empty, we do not plan
to throw in the towel quite yet.
The commitment and passion of
those dedicated to supporting and
strengthening families still sustains us. Add to that a good dose
of hope and some joy as expressed
regularly by Pope Francis and we
are ready to push ahead.
The Marfam family theme for
the year will remain the same
“Our world – a family of families”
as its two parts speak to environ-

mental as well as family matters,
including human, animal and
plant families. All very current
and relevant topics in implementing aspects of the Pastoral Plan,
are covered.
January is challenging us to
consider new beginning. Covid19 remains with us, but maybe
we have got tired and despondent
and need an injection of enthusiasm. Pope Francis writes: As
never before in history common
destiny begs us to seek a new
beginning. Let ours be a time
remembered for the awakening of
a new reverence for life, the firm
resolve to achieve sustainability,

A
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Using the digital medium, daily
thoughts are built around the two
parts of the theme: world and
family and using a see-judge-act
method which incorporates life,
scripture and Pope Francis’
quotes. A weekly newsleter
reflects on current affairs from a
family perspective. These are
published daily on the website
www.marfam.org.za as well as
Facebook, twitter and will be
emailed to subscribers. TO
REGISTER FOR THESE
EMAILS send request to
info@marfam.org.za. Donations
e.g. from R20 per month through
PAYFAST will help to sustain this
ministry.
A 2021 FAMILY YEAR
PLANNER comes as an A3
poster, and costs R15. The website
www.marfam.org.za also has a
shop offering some of our lowcost publications that are downloadable or as an e-book.
Workshops and parish promotions are still not possible but
Zoom sessions and webinars on
family topics are in the pipeline.
Call Toni 0825521275 or email
info@marfam.org.za
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P
The Pastoral Centre’s secretary and MC of
the day, Joyce Maphisa, did a stellar job in
keeping tabs on who was violating fundraising rules, fining them and thus raising more
money in the process.

Pastoral Centre and
Friends of the Shrine
ngqungquthela

astoral Centre and Friends of the
Shrine (including sodalities) held a
successful Ngqungquthela on Saturday, 5 December at Cathedral Place.
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, administrator of the Cathedral, Fr Victor Ngwenya
and rector of the Shrine, Fr Nkosinathi
Nkabinde were good sports as they joined
in the enthusiastic singing and cheerfully
danced with their contributions, helping
raise money to the tune of R178 560.
The day ended with a thanksgiving

Mass led by Archbishop Buti in which he
introduced Pope Francis’ latest encyclical,
Fratelli Tutti. He said by not reading
encyclicals we deprive ourselves not only
on the teachings of the Church, but also
ongoing concerns of the Holy Father.
What the Pope is trying to argue, he
said, is that we are all brothers and sisters.
When we centre our lives around love of
neighbour we would be pursuing the goal
for which we are created, he concluded.

Members of the Sacred Heart of Jesus
Sodality step forward in song.

Lerato Mohone

Mankele Moshe (left) and Zintokazi Mgidlana
man the registration table.
Tsholofelo Mokale responds to queries
posed by participants.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, assisted by the Administrator of the Cathedral,
Fr Victor Ngwenya and Rector of the Shrine, Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde during
the celebration of Mass.

Thokozane Mlungwana and Motshabi Mokgele
displaying some of the Shrine merchandise
available for sale.
Members of the Immaculate
Conception Sodality came
in their numbers.

Rector of the Shrine, Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde
and spiritual director of the Daughters of St Anne
Sodality members doing a jig as they bought their
contributions to the table.

Covid-19 protocols,
including social
distancing were
adhered to.

Archbishop Buti
Tlhagale found
himself having to
report the counting table several
times.

Friends of the
Shrine Fundraising
Executive Committe
introduce
themselves.
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Catholic Women’s
League members.

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za
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Priests celebrate
133rd anniversary
of their founder

New altar servers
– Emndeni

Fr Jorge Armando Guerra (right)
and Fr Pablo Velasquez recently
celebrated the 133rd Scalabrini
anniversary with a special Mass at
St Patrick’s, La Rochelle.
Yuresha Perumal

Our Lady of Mercy, Emndeni recently welcomed new altar servers. They
are pictured with parish priest, Fr Joshua Mpiti SCJ.

Carmelite priests Congratulatory messages pour in
for Sr Magdalena
launch their
Sr Magdalena Mosalagae, SC has
Bible diary
received her Doctor of Philosophy

Carmelite priests recently
launched their Bible diary for
2021. Pictured are, from left:
Fr Arvin Tauro, Fr Rayan Pais,
Rev Keith McKenzie and
Mrs Sanet Karam.
As an introduction, Fr Rayan
said that this bible dairy had
nourished our spiritual lives during this time of pandemic. He
also thanked Fr Arvin and Gail
who are chief editors of the diary
for the effort that they made for
it to be published on time.

Final steps on the journey to
priesthood

D

eacon
Tshepo
Maseko and
Deacon Fusi Khumalo, before their priestly ordination professing the Oath Of
Fidelity and the Profession of
Faith before the Local Ordinary,
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, at the
Mother of Mercy Chapel in
Chancery. They were ordained to
the priesthood in December.

in Education, Phd from the University of the Witwatersrand.
Her Doctoral Thesis was on the
theme of Education under the
topic: A capabilities approach to an
African inclusive education in
Technical Vocational Education
and Training Sector in Botswana.
Congratulations have been
pouring in for Dr Mosalagae and
the congregation of the Sisters of
Calvary.

We celebrate
with our Priests
The following priests and
deacons celebrate their
birthdays and anniversaries of
their ordinations. Remember
them in your prayers.
Ordinations
Fr Robert Gore
01-01-78
Fr Joy Sebastian
01-0 1-86
Fr Mokesh Morar
07-01-89
Fr Mathieu van Vlierden 11-01-70
Fr Il Sup Shin
12-01-10
Fr Ronald Cairns
14-01-72
Rev Dr Herman Wiechers
15-01-05
Rev Philip Teulon
15-01-05
Rev David Potterton
15-01-05

Fr Michael Seheri
Episcopal Vicar for Vocations

Rev Simon Mokoena
Rev Antony Bishop
Fr Mandla Skhosana
Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka
Did’Ho
Rev Kevin Fenn

15-01-05
15-01-05
22-01-05
23-01-10
24-01-93

Birthdays in January

2nd
2nd
4th
4th
7th
10th
12th
14th
24th
24th
27th
31st

Fr Donald McLoughlin
Fr Ernest Kabungo
Fr Bernard Sompane
Fr Xavier Barongo
Rev Erroll Scott
Msgr Antonio Borras
Cabaces
Fr Joseph Matsau
Fr Matthew Charlesworth
Fr Michael Seheri
Fr Oluwole Obadina
Fr Joshua Mpiti
Fr Anthony Egan
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Valedictory Mass and
prize-giving ceremony

A Bene Merenti medal for John
Mills – continued from page 1.

He added that John has done a
sterling job in ensuring that the
Archdiocese is financially stable,
as well as in assisting the bishops
in making good investment
decisions over many years. John
is very deserving of the Bene
Merenti Medal, he added, after so
many years of dedicated service
to the Church.
Charles continued: “People like
John Mills are the backbone of
organisations. They always have
time, energy and goodwill in
serving and have a special gift to
ensure that tasks are carried out
in the best way possible. As much
as John can be so very proud
receiving the Bene Merenti
medal, we as members of the
Catholic community, are proud
too of this very special award and
honour given by the Pope. We
wish John many happy years in
his retirement. His ability to get
things done, positive attitude and
wonderful nature will be missed
by all who have worked closely
with him for so many years.”
Archbishop Buti said: “Yours
has been a long and distinguished career of service to the
Archdiocese of Johannesburg.
Your management and supervision of the finances and
projects of the have contributed
immensely to the stability and
growth of the Diocese. Your
dedication has been truly selfless,
and you did not count the cost.”

Commemorating World Aids Day
Fr Nqobile Mzolo OMI, Oblates of Mary Immaculate seminarian, Br Katiso
April and the parishioners of Our Lady of the Assumption, Molapo
commemorated World Aids Day on Sunday, 6 December. They stood in
solidarity with millions of people who have become infected with HIV and
remembered the millions who have died from Aids-related illnesses.

Above: Fr Dryden and
Grade 7 students.
Left: Grade 7 Top Students
for final term.

Nesta Tsamaesi

All Souls Mass
On Sunday, 29 November
an All Souls Mass, led by
Fr Nqobile Mzolo OMI, took
place at Our Lady of the
Assumption, Molapo. At the
Mass, parishioners lit the
candles in remembrance of the
dearly-departed members of
their families and loved ones.
Pictured left are Br Zukisani
Njhovani and Br Katiso April
setting up candles at the altar
with assistance of visiting
Oblates of Mary Immaculate
seminarians.
Nesta Tsamaesi

Below: The offertory
procession.

O

n Tuesday, 1 December, Marist Brothers Linmeyer primary hosted the
Grade 7 Valediction Mass and a prize-giving ceremony.
Mass was celebrated and top academic awards and exceptional awards
were presented. It was a bittersweet moment bidding farewell to students
and a good few tears were shed. The school wishes Grade 7 students all the
very best as they start a new journey into high school.

Mass for the
deceased

St Theresa, Zondi celebrated the Mass that
took place on Sunday, 29 November for parish
members who passed away from April to
November. Mass was led by Fr Oupa Matseke.
The deceased are: Fr Teboho Matseke,
Nomahlubi Radebe, Jessie Nhlapo, Molly Khuluse, Tshidi Sibiya, Irene Mthombeni, Francisca
Radebe, Mphikeleli Lumkwana, Mthokoziseni
Ximba, Sibongile Khumalo and Palesa Mbona.
May their souls rest in peace.
Styles Makhoba

HEAVEN IS A REALITY
Reg. No 2003/047906/23

No Holiness, No Heaven

We deal in wholesale & retail of:
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The 2020 Bishops Lenten Appeal did not fully achieve its
aims for 2020 because of Covid-19. Herewith the reports.
The new Lenten Appeal is to be launched on
17 February and, despite lockdown regulations persisting, parishioners are asked to make donations to enable
the continuance of the invaluable work being done by its
beneficiaries in these difficult times.

T

his has been a really
challenging year for all
of us – two weeks of
Bishops Lenten Appeal collections and over 150 days of
lockdown on different levels,
leaving us now on level 2. This
has truly been a hard time for
you the laity adopting to use
social media for Holy Mass as
well. But we would like to take
this opportunity to thank you all
for the true dedication shown
throughout this pandemic and
your commitment shown to being faithful to the Church
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during this challenging time of
the Covid-19 pandemic. I thank
the Lord for your generosity.
During the first two weeks
of Lent, our different parishes
held their annual collections for
the Bishops Lenten Appeal and
a total amount of R3 903 235,27
was collected , which is 39%
of what collected last year. For
this we are so in debt to you all.
As a member here at Khanya
House said, we are lucky to have
received more than R 500 000.
And yes, I would say we are
most blessed by your support

shown to the poor and needy and
the works of the Church during
these difficult days.
With the R3.9 million that we
received through your generosity
we would like to give you a
financial break down as to how
we intend to use the money during this coming financial year:
Unfortunately this leaves us
with a deficit of R224 425,67.
Through Zoom meetings with the
different Diocesan Lenten Appeal
directors we brought this deficit
to their attention and asked that
any outstanding money be
forwarded to the Bishops' Conference as soon as possible.
Tabled on the left is a list of
collections received from the
different Dioceses up until 26
August 2020. To conclude this
message, I once more, on behalf
of the Bishops Lenten Appeal Office and the Bishops of the Southern African Catholic Bishops'
Conference, would like to thank
you all for your generous support
amidst this pandemic.
With thanks for your
generous support.
Sincerely in Christ
Bro Ashley Tillek, OFM
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SACBC Justice and Peace
“Next, brothers, we will tell you of
the grace of God which has been
granted to the churches of Macedonia, and how, throughout continual
ordeals of hardship, their unfailing
joy and their intense poverty have
overflowed in a wealth of generosity
on their part. I can testify that it was
of their own accord that they made
their gift, which was not merely as
far as their resources would allow,
but well beyond their resources; and
they had kept imploring us most
insistently for the privilege of a share
in the fellowship of service to God’s
holy people”. (2 Cor 8: 1 – 4)
The Bishops' Lenten Appeal has a
long history in our Bishops' Conference area. There is hardly a need to
explain it or to motivate it every year.
We do not even have the need to
design “new more attractive posters”
to encourage contributions. Quite
the opposite. We have been asked
to stick to the same posters every
year because it is the best sign that
the Lenten Season has started and
together with it, our commitment to
support the poorest and the work of
the Church.
This year was no exception. Our
Lenten Season and Lenten Appeal
started like any other year. Posters
appeared on the walls and envelopes were distributed. The exception came during the Lenten Season
when, for the very first time, masses
were stopped due to Covid-19 regulations and we were even unable to
celebrate Easter together.
During the Easter season,
though, we became aware that
even if we were unable to come
together for the celebration of
Mass, collections still took place in
different ways. Not being able “to
go to Church” did not stop many of
you from sharing. Even if Covid-19
regulations also meant not having
the same income as before, you still
decided to share what you could,
aware that more brothers and sisters
are now in need and the Church
needs to continue to proclaim the
Gospel.
It reminded me of Paul's words
to the Corinthians where he testifies
to the generosity of the Macedonian communities who contributed
even beyond their means, placing
the needs of the Jerusalem church
before their own.
It was overwhelming to us bishops when we became aware that it
had happened in every single diocese. Though you have always been
generous during the Lenten Season
with extraordinary needs, this was a
totally new situation and we did not
know what to expect.
How much each diocese has
contributed has already been made
available. We do know, it is not the
final number as Covid-19 has also
brought some delays in the sending
of the funds.
We would like to thank everyone
for their generous contributions. We
thank the priests who, together with
their parish councils, looked for ways
to make this possible. With Paul we
pray: “May the Lord of peace himself
give you peace at all time and in
every way The Lord be with you all”.
(2 Thes 3: 16)

D

uring the pandemic,
the SACBC Justice
and Peace Commission
worked closely with the United
Nations to provide food relief to
the poor and the suffering.
There have been two stages of
involvement in food relief.
First, we made arrangements
with the United Nations to donate food through the dioceses.
We contacted bishops in three
dioceses, Klerksdorp, Johannesburg and Pretoria and distributed
food parcels to areas identified
by the bishops.
Secondly, there were various
categories of vulnerable people
in various provinces who were
identified by UN: informal

and the feeding of the poor
during the pandemic

settlements, sick miners, farm
workers, women living with HIV/
Aids, shelters for the homeless,
shelters for abused women etc.
We assisted the UN in distributing food parcels to these
vulnerable categories. Between
May and June, we distributed
18 000 parcels.
There has also been a great
concern regarding protection of
community health workers and
other forms of community workers during the pandemic.
Most of the community health
workers are from disadvantaged
communities and do not have
financial access to personal
protective equipment (PPE).
The SACBC Justice and Peace
Commission is therefore work-

ing with two organisations – the
UN and the DG Murray Trust to
distribute PPEs for the protection
of community workers during the
pandemic. The target assigned to
the Justice and Peace Commission
is to protect 30 000 community
workers during the pandemic.
We have made arrangements
with the UN and DG Murray trust
to distribute the PPEs through our
dioceses. We contacted various
bishops and justice and peace
chaplains who identified the beneficiaries. The UN also identified
the beneficiaries. Between June
and December, there were four
rounds for the distribution of
the PPEs.

+ José Luis Ponce de León IMC
Bishop of Manzini
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Our current BLA grant supports the continuation of

THE JOSEPH PROJECT: REDISCOVERING
LOVE & DIGNITY IN RURAL FAMILIES

O

f particular concern to
us is the fact that family
violence in South Africa has
increased and become more vicious.
Research shows that South Africa
has the highest statistics for gender
or family-based violence in the
world for a country not at war. This
violence takes place mostly within
the home. At least one adult woman
out of six is assaulted by her partner.
In almost half of these cases the
woman’s children are also assaulted.
Much of our violence is driven by
drug dependence – in our opinion,
a problem that is not recognised or
dealt with nearly enough.
Violence places a major strain
on mothers, families, communities

and the health care system. There
are by no means enough community
treatment centres or enough incentives to change this tide. What starts
in cities inevitably spreads to rural
communities, which are even less
equipped to deal with the problem.
As a Church programme, we ask
ourselves how we can help families
cope with their many challenges,
many of them linked to their socioeconomic circumstances. We realise
that substance abuse requires
professional treatment, but in the
absence of this, lay counsellors and
support groups help the families
affected by the problem and are a
port of call for those wanting help.
We have extensive information from
the community-based organisations in our network and they are
extremely worried about what is
happening to their communities,
with violence against women and
children being fuelled by the drug
problem. Children are extremely
vulnerable, with some as young as
nine turning to prostitution, either
to support a drug dependency or
because there is no breadwinner in
the home. As with community-based
organisations, our priests and
religious need to be empowered to
make a positive impact on these
grave social problems.
Our Skills in Understanding
and Addressing Substance Abuse
Training is our contribution towards
this empowerment. Currently we are
focussing this service in the dioceses
of De Aar and Oudtshoorn.
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Oudtshoorn beneficiaries

T

he SACBC’s Bishops’ Lenten
Appeal provided funds to
Rural Development Support
Programme (RSDP) for its
work with rural parishes in the
Diocese of Oudtshoorn. These
rural communities suffer a great
deal with the issue of substance
abuse and related gender-based
violence. Parishes are not able
to address these issues due to a
lack of knowledge and skills to
implement programmes to help
victims of substance abuse and
GBV. RDSP has as its focus the
capacity-building of rural parishes
and communities through intensive training and mentoring to be
able to implement programmes in
their communities.
In October 2019, RDSP held
a roadshow to inform parishes of
the prospective training. In January 2020 the first module: General
Training of Substance Abuse
and Addiction was attended by
14 participants from the following
parishes and community organisations:
- St Nicholas Parish
- St Laborious Parish
- St Conrad’s Parish

Project report
Implementation of
the project

B

efore we applied for funds
for this project, the Holy
Spirit Sisters collaborated
with the leaders of the areas, the
police and the local municipality
who helped us realise our plans.
We involved them in the planning
and implementation of the programme which allowed for smooth
and peaceful distribution.
We are blessed and grateful to
have full support from our Sisters
from Steyl, our SVD Brothers from
S Gabriel Mission, Germany our
Archbishop Emeritus William Slattery, OFM of Pretoria, our parish
priest Fr David Sefiri Motsepe, the
youth, the parishioners and the
sodalities of St Vincent de Paul
and the ladies group of his parish,
Maria Regina, Fr Patrick Mphepo
from the Passionist Community
House, Brother Ashley Tillek, OFM,
Brother Kgosietsile Sefiri, OFM and
the Franciscan seminarians who
journeyed with us joyfully.
We are grateful to God for the
blessing of being gifted with so
many kind and loving people who
generously shared their time, talents, resources and loving service
for the underprivileged people in
Gauteng. Their kindness and generosity enabled us to assist more
people than we budgeted for. Our
target was 500 families, but God
is so good that He sent us many
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generous people who were willing
to contribute.
The Franciscan Brothers,
Fr Sefiri, Mr Armenio and Mr Herbert Smith used their own fuel,
vans and bakkies for collecting
items and distributing the parcels.
The Kit Kat shop manager always
gave us big discounts that helped
us to buy more food parcels for the
people. The whole programme of
food parcel distribution was more
than 100% realised. We distributed food parcels in six informal
settlements (three at LNJ location at Olifantsfontein, Laudium,
Diepsloot and Olievenhoutbosch,
Olifantsfontein).
We are grateful to have assisted
85 families in Valhalla. Vahalla is a
place for the retired military and
army personnel, although now it
is no longer exclusive to them. We
were surprised to learn that many
families from our neighbourhood
also struggle to buy food and other
basic necessities. Many have been
retrenched. It has shown us that
this pandemic affects both rich
and poor.

it is difficult to have exact statistics. According to Mr Mkhadi, the
councillor, while people have been
tested for the pandemic, they are
still waiting for the results.
Another big challenge is how
to help people become selfreliant. Many have lost their jobs
and those who came back from
work, their income is very small,
especially labourers, gardeners
and housekeepers. Some cannot
go back to work because their
employers are afraid of Covid-19
infection. Transport is also a big
challenge for the workers.
We, the Missionary Sisters of
Pretoria, wish to continue supporting the people with food parcels,
but we also wish to offer people
vegetable seedlings and the tools
needed for gardening. When we
did house-to-house registrations,
we saw that some families have
small vegetable gardens in their

Participants at the training courses

- St Luigi Scrosoppi Care Centre
- Family in Need Organisation
- Dysselsdorp Community
Aftercare
- Real Life Commit
- Knysna Alcohol and Drug
Centre
In February 2020, module 2:
Substance Abuse and Addiction
Information Methodology Training was presented. The impact of
RDSP’s Substance Abuse program
is that beneficiary organisations
implement community-based
initiatives promoting abstinence,
substance use reduction and
harm reduction in their local
communities.
Everyone who attended the
training was very excited to share
and implement what they learned.
Thank you so much for
the support!

back yards, so we are now thinking
of helping them to improve them
while encouraging their neighbours to do the same. We will only
give seedlings and tools to those
who would be interested.
Again, before doing this, we
will collaborate with the leaders in
the areas which we have done
already to a certain degree. In doing this, we hope that the people
will have something to eat and if
they have good harvest, they can
also sell it. If funding allows, we
may suggest raising chickens to
those who are not interested in
gardening. But since we do not
know yet how much funds we can
raise, we would like to start small
vegetable gardens and see how
the project evolves.

Sr. Marichu Gacayan, SSpS

Achievement of the project
objectives
The large amount of food and
detergents which we distributed,
helped them with nourishment
while confined to home for a few
weeks. We hope that it also helped
to lessen the number of cases of
Covid-19 in the area. However,
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