
Catholic      inkL

Copyright. Do not reproduce without permission. © Redemptorist Pastoral Publications, P O Box 341, Merrivale, 3291. 
Phone 082 667 3857. Fax 086 545 4381. Email: janet@rpp.org.za. Internet: www.rpp.org.za. 

Redemptorist
Publications
SouthAfrica

SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has worked 
wonders; in the sight of the nations he has shown 
his deliverance, alleluia.

FIRST READING: Acts 9:26-31.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 22.

RESPONSE:
You are my praise, Lord, in the great assembly.

1. My vows I will pay before those who fear him.
	 The	poor	shall	eat	and	shall	have	their	fill.
 They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him.
 May their hearts live on forever and ever! ℟
2. All the earth shall remember and return to 

the Lord,
 all families of the nations worship before him.
 They shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth;
 before him shall bow all who go down to the 

dust. ℟
3. And my soul shall live for him, my descendants 

serve him.
 they shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come,
 declare his saving justice to peoples yet unborn;
 ‘These are the things the Lord has done’. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 John 3:18-24.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. Abide in me, and I in you, says the 
Lord; he who abides in me bears much fruit. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 15:1-8.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
I am the true vine and you are the branches, says 
the Lord. Whoever remains in me, and I in him, 
bears fruit in plenty, alleluia.
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Mon 3 May  SS PHILIP & JAMES, As
1 Corinthians 15:1-8; Psalm 19; John 14:6-14
We	often	take	too	much	pride	in	our	abilities.	Instead	
of patting ourselves on the back for what we accom-
plish, we would do better to thank God for the gifts 
we have been given and to use them in his service.

Sun 9 May 6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 10:25-26.34-35.44-48; Psalm 98; John 15:9-17
Many of our most common actions and words 
become thoughtless and meaningless, due to rep-
etition – and sometimes with our prayers, too! Don't 
pray mindlesssly on autopilot, pray from the heart.

Fri 7 May  Liturgy of the Day
Acts 15:22-31; Psalm 57; John 15:12-17

"Love one another" – three little words that take us a 
lifetime to put into practice. But Jesus raises the bar: 
"as I love you", i.e. compassionately, inclusively, un-
conditionally, joyfully, consistently, and unto death.

Thu 6 May Liturgy of the Day  
Acts 15:7-21; Psalm 96; John 15:9-11
During these times of Covid, we are often weighed 
down by anxiety, stress and concerns. But no matter 
how much life changes, always remember that Jesus is 
our anchor, our rock, our place of true joy and peace.

Wed 5 May Liturgy of the Day
Acts 15:1-6; Psalm 122; John 15:1-8
Many	of	us	try	to	be	self-sufficient	and	take	care	of	
everything	on	our	own.	We	like	to	be	independent,	
and	even	find	ourselves	resisting	God's	help.	But	Je-
sus	puts	it	bluntly:	"Without	me	you	can	do	nothing."

Tue 4 May Liturgy of the Day  
Acts 14:19-28; Psalm 145; John 14:27-31
"Do not be afraid" is one of the most frequent man-
dates in Scripture, and one of the most important. This 
is the good news of Jesus risen and alive in this Easter 
season, and always: "Fear not, for I am with you."

Sat 8 May  Liturgy of the Day
Acts 16:1-10; Psalm 100; John 15:18-21
Not only do our values as Christians sometimes 
clash with those around us, but popular culture 
mocks and even tramples on some of them. Jesus 
reminds us that if the world hates us, to love it back.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
As=Apostles

I recently received a gift of a bottle of wine.  
It came from a Stellenbosch wine estate 
dating from 1693. Eight generations of the 

same family have been producing wine for 328 
years. The bottle I was given is dated 2016 
and the label assured me that it will “benefit 
from further bottle maturation for up to twenty 
years from vintage date”. I don’t think I need 
wait that long!

This particular gift came to mind in 
thinking about the immensely long history 
of wine making and about the great care 
that has to be taken in the process. There is 
the clearing of the ground and preparation 
of the soil, the protection of the vines with 
walls or hedges, the weeding and watering, 
the pruning and collecting of the grapes 
and all the intricate processes of going from 
grapes to wine.

We might say that the Judeo-Christian 
Scriptures are steeped in viniculture. 
References to the people of Israel as the Vine 
of God abound. Throughout the Prophets and 
the Psalms there are references to vines and 
wines, to the joy of God in the joys of wine “to 
cheer the human heart”.

But it is not all sweetness and light; too often 
the “vine of God” has been neglected, spoiled, 
ruined. Too often the Vine of Israel produced 
sour grapes. Too often, in the Scriptures, we 
find that Israel failed to produce good fruit.

In the New Testament we discover that the 
ancient imagery of the vine is reworked in an 
unexpected way. Jesus presents himself as the 
true vine, planted by the Father, surrounded 
with care and pruned to bear abundant fruit. 
The New Vine flourishes when new branches 
grow; these new branches are in the first 
instances the apostles, the disciples, all 
who abide in Christ. This True Vine spreads 
throughout humanity to the greater glory of 
God.

The words of Jesus at the Last Supper take 
on a paschal tonality when pondered in the 
blazing light of Easter. Through the imagery of 
being grafted onto the True Vine we discover 
that the Risen Lord abides in us and we in him.

Two vivid implications become clear. “Those 
who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit”.  
The Risen indwelling Lord bears fruit though us, 
if we but let him. In Jesus we are challenged to 
let God live in us, to let Jesus be alive within us.

 But this is balanced by the warning: 
“Whoever does not abide in me is thrown 
away like a branch and withers”. It is the age-
old choice running through both Testaments: 
choose life or death, choose blessing or curse, 
choose good or evil.

The Easter Vine produces the sacramental 
Blood of Christ and brings joy to our hearts 
and souls. We become alive in him and with 
him we give glory to the Father.

Easter 
Vine
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Mary, the mother of Jesus, is recorded 
minimally in Scripture. Yet her words are 
filled with significance and rich meaning 
that can easily be misunderstood or 
misinterpreted by untrained hearers.

Gary Zimak explores both the 
spoken and unspoken words that Mary 
is recorded to have said and acted upon 
in the gospel narratives. The Word of God 
reaps manifold fruits in those who hear. 
Are we able to listen and understand 
the words of Mary in Scripture with 
open hearts?

Our Lady is a woman of few words, 
but when pondering with our hearts, we 
begin to understand that wisdom often 
begins in silence.
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.
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