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• Stay at home if you can
• Wear a mask
• Wash hands
• Practice social 
  distancing 
• Abide by the 

CORONAVIRUS

A small group of congre-
gants and family members 
of the late Founders of 

Little Eden Society attended the 
Opening Session for the Inquiry 
for the Cause for Sainthood of the 
Servants of God, Domitilla and 
Danny Hyams at Christ the King 
Cathedral in Johannesburg on  
10 April.

Holy Mass and the opening 
session of the Cause were 
presided over by His Grace, 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI. 

During his homily, the 
Archbishop said the Hyams 
couple had worked tirelessly with 
what they called “the innocent 
angels” of God.

“They showed love, courage 
and warmth to its residents, many 
of whom are shunned and pushed 
by society. Their love was rooted 
deeply in their Catholic faith,” he 
said, comparing their compassion 
and love to the badly-treated 
Esidimeni patients who were 
abused and who died at the hands 
of government.

It is unusual for a couple to be 
considered in the process, and 
although will be assessed 
separately, they both gave of 
themselves, with Danny always 
supporting his wife throughout 
their years of service to this 
community. 

“Together they committed to 
this mission and believed they 
were called by the Lord. They 
were an essential example of 
Christian values of married life,” 
said Archbishop Buti.

He commended her children 
and grandchildren who had 
become witnesses of the couples’ 
faith and continued their work.

“We pray for this Cause to be 
assessed and considered,” he 
added.

This stage follows the 
preliminary phase which served 
to determine if there was enough 
evidence to pursue the Cause for 
Beatification and Canonisation. 
The essential feature of the 
official opening session was the 
Oath-taking by the officials of the 
Cause. The purpose of the Oath 
by the officials and for witnesses 
is the same - to learn the truth 
concerning the matter being 
considered. This is done to fulfil 
the Canonical requirement, 
meaning it is a step required by 
the Law which governs the 
process of the Causes. The 
process of the Inquiry of both 
Servants will include formal 
interviews with numerous 
witnesses which will allow the 
Archbishop to make a formal 
submission to the Congregation 
for the Causes of Saints for their 
consideration. Once the Diocesan 
phase is completed, it will be 
followed by the Roman phase. 
This means the process continues 
in Rome with Beatification and 

Fr Joseph, Fr Patrick 
and Fr Ashok.

Maronite 
Holy Week
Maronite 
Holy Week

Mass celebrated in honour of 
Sr Seena’s silver jubilee

Eleven Priests from different 
religious congregations 
around Gauteng recently 

visited Litte Eden Society, Elvira 
Rota Village in Bapsfontein to 
celebrate Holy Mass for Sr Seena 
in honour of her silver jubilee.

Sr Seena is one of four Sisters of 
the Imitation of Christ (SIC) from 
India who currently serve at Little 
Eden in the Care and Stimulation 
programme for children and adults 
with profound intellectual dis-
ability. A number of the SIC nuns 
have served at the organisation 
since 2010. Sr Seena has been part 
of the family for the past seven 
years. 

The cause process for 
the founders of Little 
Eden society reaches       
an important milestoneSr Seena

Above: Sr Merin, Fr Joseph, Sr Seena, Sr Lucia and Sr Manonja.

Fr Thomas, Fr Joseph, Fr Albin, 
Fr Patrick, Fr Shiju, Fr Augustin, 
Fr Joseph, Fr Biju, Fr Vincent,  
Fr Ashok, and Fr Vishal were part 
of the group who joined Sr Merin, 
Sr Manonja and Sr Lucia in 
celebrating Sr Seena’s special 
milestone. 

The society took this oppor-

tunity to congratulate 
Sr Seena on her  
silver jubilee and to 
acknowledge her 
valuable contribution 
to the care of our 

angels through her service at 
Little Eden. 

For more information about the 
society and how you can assist in 
caring for the 300 residents, 
please contact Business Develop-
ment Manager, Nichollette Zulu, 
on 011 609 7246 or  
info@littleeden.org.za.

Canonisation coming later if 
evidence gathered passes the test.

The process of the Cause in its 
entirety is a lengthy one that may 
take many years to be completed. 
Little Eden Society CEO, Mrs 
Xelda Rohrbeck, said “This is 
indeed a historical moment and 
Little Eden is proud that the 
process of the Cause has reached 
this significant milestone.”

Please visit the Cause website 
at https://hyamscause.org.za/ for 
updates on this special process or 
contact Fr Phuti Makgabo for any 
queries or further information 
about the Cause.

Nichollette Zulu 
Business Development Manager and 

Staff reporter

The congregation before the start of the Opening Mass.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale received the gifts from Mary Hyams (eldest 
daughter of the Servants of God) and a member of the Immaculate  
Conception Sodality, Puleng Mavundla. He is assisted by Chancellor,  
Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka Did’Ho and Fr Tshepo Duik.     Pic: Timothy Bernard

Domitilla and Danny Hyams
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Make use of 
our Archdiocesan 

website
Looking for church contact  

information about the 
Archdiocese of Johannesburg, 

events and organisations?  
We have a comprehensive list of 
parishes, priests, schools, homes, 
creches, shelters, sodalities and 

secular orders. 

All are welcome to submit 
upcoming events and news 

for the website.

The addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za

www.catholic-johannesburg.
org.za

PATRONAL FEASTS: MAY

ORDER OF CARMELITES 
DISCALCED SECULAR

(OCDS)

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’  
in the centre of the World –

‘Love comprises  
ALL VOCATIONS…!’

(St Therese de Lisieux)
Make a deeper commitment  

to JESUS today by ….
Taking the promises of Poverty, 

Chastity  
and Obedience…

EVEN IF YOU ARE MARRIED!
Enter The Order of Carmelites  

Discalced - Secular (ocds)
Where and How? COME AND SEE!
Telephone: Bridget McIntosh-Hodge  

on 083 703 2301

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  

abortion), Catholics must be told,  
for their eternal welfare, and sur-

vival of their unborn infants.

www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/ 
bcpill pdfCoLA

082 609 6919

Pope’s Intentions: May
The world of finance

Let us pray that those in charge of finance will work with  

governments to regulate the financial sphere and protect citizens 

from its dangers.

PREGNANCY 
CRISIS LINE

Pregnant?
Need help?

Call 061 925-1987

1st  St Joseph the Worker, Boipatong (1956); Bosmont (1969) and the Polish 
community in Norwood; St Peregrine Laziosi, Alra Park (1982)

3rd  St James, Magaliesburg (1933); Vlakfontein
9th  Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton Park (1967)
13th  Our Lady of Fatima, Brentwood Park (1945); Dube (1959); Sharpeville (1960)
20th  Nyolohelo, Sebokeng (1988); Holy Spirit, Dobsonville (1991)
24th  Our Lady of the Wayside, Maryvale (1938)
26th  St Philip Neri, Moletsane (1962)
27th  Holy Trinity, Braamfontein (1886)
29th  St Eugene de Mazenod, Eldorado Park (1979)
30th  St Hubert, Alexandra (1919)
Also all Marian parishes

Kholofelo Ya Josefa 
Community Care Centre

A home-based and orphanage 
project of St Hubert, Alexandra

WANTED – VOLUNTEERS:
• Care givers
• Fundraisers
• Treasurer
• Board of trustees

For more information, contact 
Poshela Kekana (076) 062 7499

Funds are still being raised 
by various fund-raising 
committees.

The target is R25 million.  
To date R21 239 638 has 
been raised.

The Catholic Women’s 
League at Holy Rosary, Phiri 
brought joy to children at the 
parish during the Easter sea-
son. They distributed sweets 
to scores of children who 
attended Mass. This is an 
annual treat by the league for 
the youth of  the parish.

Celebration of 
Sacraments
Pictured are the recipients of the 
sacraments of initiation during 
the Easter Vigil from the Church 
of the Resurrection, Dawn Park 
with their Rite of Christian  
Initiation for Adults catechist, 
Louise Amond. The catechumens 
and candidates were supposed to 
receive their sacraments last year 
but only received them this year 
due to Covid-19.

available at the Chancery
Shrine merchandise

Golf-shirt and Sporty hat/ cap R250
T-shirt and Sporty hat/ cap R200

Buy your Mother of Mercy Shrine merchandise 
at the office.

Contact Veronica Pieterson on 011 402 6400

NEW! SACRIFICIUM 
               MERCHANDISE

Drymac:  R400
Drymac winter warmer:  R420
Candle:  R100
Mug:  R100
Beanie/woollen hat:  R  70
T-shirt:  R100
Golf shirt:  R250
Blanket:  R300
Cape/poncho:  R400
Denim jacket:  R550

Cap:  R100
Hat/Sporty  R100
Kids golf shirt:  R180
Shrine logo embroidered 

on your own denim 
jacket:  R250

Buffs:  R  70
Face masks  R  50

  Left: Image of golfer back

Cap – R100
Sporty hat – R100
T-shirt – R120

Spreading 
joy

        
         Catechetics

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
WORKSHOP 

Facilitator: Fr Boniface D’Souza  
Saturday, 29 May 2021 

10:00 to 12:00 
Cathedral Big Hall

Please bring the book  
“Learning my Faith.” 
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

 

 

 

The Catholic 
Rites

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow:  

• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

the Mozarabic Rite in Toledo, 
Spain; and the Braga Rite in the 
north of Portugal. There is also a 
Carthusian Rite used by the monks 
of that congregation. The Latin 
Rite Catholics, which include most 
of our readers, has several tradi-
tions within one Rite: the Ordinary 
Form, or novus ordo of 1969; the 
Extraordinary Form, or missal of 
1962; the “Zaire Rite”, or Roman 
Missal for the Dioceses of the 
Congo; and the “English Use” 
which is found in the new Angli-
can Ordinariates. Some enthusiasts 
would like to revive some of the 
lost medieval Rites such as the 
Sarum Rite in England, or the 
Lyonese Rite in France, but these 
people are hobbyists, not pastors.

Among Eastern Catholics there 
are five “families” of Rites, name-
ly the Alexandrian, Antiochene, 
Armenian, Chaldean and Byzan-
tine. The Lebanese Maronites 
come from the Antiochene group, 
as do the Indian Syro-Malankara 
Catholics who were reunited with 
Rome in 1930. Their neighbours, 
the Syro-Malabars, however use a 
Chaldean liturgy which is more 
closely linked to the tiny churches 
in Iran and Iraq. Many of these 
ancient groups have been virtually 
destroyed by the Middle-Eastern 
wars of the recent past and their 
members have been scattered. The 
Byzantine family of Rites is found 
throughout Eastern Europe and the 
former Soviet Republics. These 
are usually minority groups which 
share the liturgical traditions of 
their Orthodox counterparts, but 
who accept the Bishop of Rome as 
the head of the Church on Earth.

The Roman authorities do not 
encourage the development of new 
Rites and work to maintain the 
unity of the Latin Rite Church. 
Even the so-called “Zaire Rite” is 
considered a concession to local 
culture rather than a new apostolic 
venture. Twenty-five years ago, it 
seemed likely that we would one 
day have a host of African and 
Asian Rites which would use local 
cultural customs to embody 
Catholic liturgical practice. 
Conservative officials have made 
this less likely, as has the internet 
which has introduced very tradi-
tional Roman practices to the next 
generation which seizes upon them 
so as to prove its Catholic identity.

What do people mean when they 
refer to the Rites of the Catholic 
Church?

The Rites of the Church could 
refer either to the various liturgical 
ceremonies performed by Catho-
lics or to the different cultural  
traditions which exist within the 
Catholic Church, all of which have 
their own liturgical practices.

The Rites as Liturgical 
Ceremonies

Any ritual which is published in 
one of the Church’s official liturgi-
cal books is called a rite. After the 
revised Order of Mass was prom-
ulgated in 1969, a wealth of 
revised rites followed. We now 
have the Rite of Infant Baptism 
and the Rite of Christian Initiation 
of Adults. There is the Rite of 
Christian Marriage, and the Order 
of Christian Funerals. There are 
three rites for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. Almost all the 
Rites contain variations and 
options within them which help 
the presiding minister make the 
ceremonies meaningful and life-
giving. 

The Rites as Separate Cultural 
Traditions

Although we are often called the 
Roman Catholic Church, that is 
not the label we choose for our-
selves. All those who recognise the 
Pope are Catholics, but not all are 
from Rome! Some Catholics have 
their own Patriarchs, laws and lit-
urgies. Most Catholics in Johan-
nesburg are Latin Rite Catholics, 
but we also have among us the 
Maronite Rite (from Lebanon) and 
perhaps also some Syro-Malabar 
Catholics from South India, and 
Coptic and Ethiopic Catholics 
from Egypt, Ethiopia and Eritrea.

Before the printing press was 
invented, in a time when long-dis-
tance travel was difficult and dan-
gerous, each diocese, cathedral 
and monastery observed its own 
particular customs which were 
passed down from age to age. In 
medieval Europe there were many 
Rites in both East and West. After 
the Reformation and the Council 
of Trent, Pope Pius V published a 
new missal and all those Western 
Rites which could not prove they 
were more than 200 years old 
were supressed. Liturgical unity 
was enforced to make clear who 
was Catholic and who was Protes-
tant. The history of the Eastern 
Rites is quite different, but chang-
es did come about there as well.

How many Rites are there?

Today there are five Rites among 
Western Catholics and at least 
twenty-two among Eastern 
Catholics, many of whom now live 
in North America and Australia. In 
the West, the Ambrosian Rite is 
used in the Archdiocese of Milan; 

The goal of the Pastoral Care 
for Migrants and Refugees 
is empowering migrants and 

refugees. That is why it has an 

Pastoral Care for 
Migrants and 
Refugees 
empowers people

Sr Marizete Garbin MSCS
HOD: Department of Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees

Above right: A cosmetology class at 
the Mother Asunta Training Centre.

English class for people who can barely speak the 
language. For the January intake, the English class 
had 30 learners divided into two groups. They 
graduated on 15 April. 

The Department has also afforded 30 women 
the opportunity to be trained in skills such baking, 
sewing and cosmetology at the Mother Asunta 
Training Centre in Kensington. These skills are 
assist migrants and refugees to become self-
reliant. 

There is also a programme of alphabetisation to 
assist with the teaching of English.

Above: English class learners at the Cathedral 
Christ the King.

Above: Sewing lessons at the Mother Asunta Centre 
in Kensington.

Right: Women take notes 
during a baking lesson at 
the Mother Asunta Train-

ing Centre.

Young people spend a day 
learning about their faith

C-YOM, Catholic Youth on 
a Mission held a sports 
day during Lent at the 

Chris Hani Sport complex in 
Orange Farm. They gathered the 
youth of the area to have fun and 
also to learn about the Catholic 
faith, especially during the season 
of Lent. This was the first 
gathering after the festive season 
lockdown which resulted in 
C-YOM not being able to meet 
with its members. After the relax-
ation of lockdown regulations, 
they decided to have a sports day 
so that youths could get to know 
one another in the community by 
playing games and sports. Before 
the games, there was a group 

Youth gathered together for the out-
door and indoor games.

discussion about the seven acts of mercy 
and presentations which ended with a 
‘war cry’. Priests, deacons, parents, the 
Orange Farm Human Rights’ Advice 
Centre, the Itsoseng Women Project and 
the the Bosco Youth Ministry team 
attended. The day was well spent, with 
everyone enjoying the day meeting  
new people.

Nkhensani Mondlane

 Will new Rites keep evolving?

        
         Catechetics

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
WORKSHOP 

Facilitator: Fr Boniface D’Souza  
Saturday, 29 May 2021 

10:00 to 12:00 
Cathedral Big Hall

Please bring the book  
“Learning my Faith.” 
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Fr Jean and assistants remove 
Christ from the Cross.

Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer Stations 
of the Cross
On Monday, 29 March, Grade 7 stu-
dents re-enacted the 14 Stations of 
the Cross which they recorded on a 
video. These steps depict various 
events that happened to Our Lord 
from the time of His condemnation 
by Pilate, His journey carrying His 
Cross to Calvary and finally, to His 
burial in the tomb on Good Friday. It 
was a very moving video recording 
as it reminded us of God’s incredible 
love for us all.

Precious Staat, Marketing Assistant

Covid this year could not 
stop the zeal of Maronite 
parishioners at Our Lady 

of Lebanon, South of Johannes-
burg. Mass was well-attended for 
Holy Week, though relatively sub-
dued due only to Covid restric-
tions with the parish trying to keep 
things as “normal” as possible. 
The procession on Palm Sunday 
was also well-attended, On the eve 
of Sunday was the start of the mini 
mission and the rite of reaching 
the harbour. This time it was only 
Fr Jean Yammine and his assis-
tants who stood outside and 
knocked on the door asking for 
salvation. Under normal circum-
stances the entire congregation 
would stand outside with them.

The theme of the mini mission 
was titled “Walking with Jesus”, 
with Fr Jean leading parishioners 
through Jesus’ passion providing 
plenty of food for thought. Wed-
nesday eve of Holy week in 
Maronite tradition is a special 
healing Mass where oil is blessed 
and distributed to the congrega-
tion. Covid presented a very 
different challenge to the washing 
of the feet on Thursday, Fr Jean lit 
candles signifying the 12 whose 
feet were to be washed. Mass was 
followed by Adoration. 

Good Friday (this in Maronite 
tradition is known as Great Friday) 
began with Mass at 9am. The 

Maronite rite of the signing of the 
chalice was celebrated followed 
by Stations of the Cross in the 
church. Under normal circum-
stances, the congregation 
would’ve moved in procession up 
to a cross on the hill opposite the 
church while saying the stations. 
The day came to a sombre close 
with the re-enactment of the 
burial of Christ at 3pm. Christ 
was removed from the Cross and 
laid to rest in a casket of flowers, 
Fr Jean and assistants carried the 
crucified Christ in procession 
around the church to the tomb in 
the corner where they laid him to 
rest until the resurrection Mass  
on Sunday.

Mark Kisogloo

Our Lady Of Lebanon 
Holy Week in pictures

Healing Mass - Fr Jean Yammine 
blessing the oil.

Fr Jean gently lays the body of Christ in the casket on a bed of flowers  
provided by parishioners.

Fr Jean Yammine knocks on the 
door three times asking for mercy 
and to be let in

Good Friday morning - Procession 
with the Blessed Sacrament conse-

crated on Holy Thursday.
Fr Jean Yammine and assistants perform the rite of reaching the harbour

Parents form 
families 

Whether it is a study of botany, 
biology, human physiology or 

spirituality the gift of co-creation 
with God, in nature, should be rec-
ognized as one of God’s greatest 
gifts.  It is the male and female in 
many areas of nature, a man and 
woman, ideally through a loving 
committed relationship, who con-
tinue God’s creation as well as its 
sustenance and nurturance.  

Parents, human as well as animal, 
have the task of forming and edu-
cating their offspring. This has taken 
different forms throughout history. 
An intimate bond is created by par-
enting figures and their offspring. 
The ideal of the love of their father 
and mother for each other too is an 
important gift to children. 

Effective human parenting is 
amongst the most complex rela-
tionships today often because of 
changing conditions and values. We 
dare not also forget the human 
capacity for good and evil seen so 
clearly in parenting relationships. 
Unfortunately little training is 
offered for this all important task. 

These THOUGHTS by Toni Rowland 
are available on www.marfam.org.
za and on facebook and twitter. 
They can be emailed on request to 
info@marfam.org.za
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Opening session of the 
Diocesan enquiry 

Members of the Cathedral choir rendering beautiful hymns.

The Cause postulator,  
Luigi Slaviero.

Bearing gifts are Matthew Turner (a Little Eden resident), Mary 
Hyams (eldest daughter of the Servants of God) and Kemolo 
sodality member, Puleng Mavundla.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale and Chancellor, Fr Jean-Marie 
Kuzituka Did’Ho.

Pics by Timothy Bernard

The Hyams family. 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale incenses the altar. 

Altar server, Katleho Seboka 
incenses the congregation. 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale presiding 
at the Opening Session of the  
Diocesan Inquiry. The Cause candle 
is in the foreground. 

Archbishop But Tlhagale with office bearer Fr Malcolm 
McLaren and Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka Did’ho.

Presentation of the documents.
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01-05-99  Fr Joseph Vadakkan
03-05-03  Fr Malesela Dikgale
03-05-03  Fr Arnaldo Nyathi
03-05-10  Fr Arun D'Mello
03-05-08  Fr Arvin Tauro 
05-05-13  Rev Michael Sadie
12-05-04  Fr Dominic Sugaraj
14-05-11  Fr Manuel Martinez 
 Ortega
17-05-09  Fr John D’Souza
19-05-97  Fr Raphael Ntlou
23-05-99  Fr Ernest Halbe
23-05-99  Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde
24-05-03  Fr Pawel Michalowski
27-05-89  Mareko Marciniak    

1st  Fr Joseph Vaddakkan
4th  Rev Robert Johnstone 
5th  Rev Vispanathan Chettiar
5th  Rev Peter French
7th  Fr Manuel Martinex Ortega
8th  Fr Johnson Ugwu 
 Fr Achille Soungou Ebana
9th  Fr Vincent Pienaar 
 Fr Malcolm McLaren
10th  Rev Vincent Booysen
11th  Fr Sefako Santawana 
 Rev Stuart Allan
13th Rev Michael Carroll 
 Rev Kenneth Fortuin 
 Rev Ryszard Malinowski 
 Rev Majorobela Moloi
14th  Fr Lizwelinjani Mlotshwa
17th  Fr Rodney George 
 Rev Gerald Rodrigues
20th  Fr Raymond McQuarrie
21st  Fr Christophe Boye 
 Fr Il Sup shin 
 Rev Victor Ho 
 Rev Mpumelelo Mcunu
24th  Rev Johan van Rooyen
28th  Fr Dominic Sugaraj
29th  Fr Eugene Oguamanam 
 Rev Brian Walsh 
31st  Rev Wally Adams

Ordinations

The following priests and 
deacons celebrate their 

birthdays and anniversaries of 
their ordination. Please keep 

them in your prayers.

Birthdays in May

We celebrate 
with our clergy
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New parish 
priest of Phiri

Rev Fr Simon Donnelly is now 
parish priest of Holy Rosary, 
Phiri. The photo  was taken after 
Mass on Sunday, 11 April.

Rev Fr Michael Seheri 
celebrated his last Mass 
 as parish priest of Holy 

Rosary, Phiri on Easter Sunday. 
This marked the end of his two-
year administration at the parish. 

In his farewell speech, he said 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale had 
tasked him with the building of 
the church, which is now com-
plete with a few outstanding final 
touches. 

Fr Seheri previously acquired  
a donation from the Motsepe 
Foundation for the pews, which 
has already been paid to the sup-
plier who is currently busy with 
this project. A total of 30 pews 
will be delivered to the church 
once completed. 

A week before Easter, the 
church received a new Tabernacle 
and Baptismal Font which have 
already been installed. The final 
touches to the altar, which have 
already been paid for, are yet to 
be finalised and once that is done, 
the building project would be 
complete. 

Members of sodalities thanked 
Fr Seheri for his leadership 
characterised by transparency, 
consultation and discipline. They 
spoke with pride about the newly-
renovated church equating it to 
parishes in the suburbs. 

The altar servers spoke fondly 
about how his no-nonsense 
approach initially intimidated 
them, but how they later appre-
ciated his leadership style. 

Fr Seheri thanked the leader-
ship of the church, parishioners, 
families and individuals who 

New members 
of the Sacred Heart sodality

The Sacred Heart of Jesus sodality at Holy Rosary in Phiri enrolled  
14 new members on Easter Sunday. Pictured are some members with 
outgoing parish priest Rev Fr Michael Seheri.              Thabile Mbhele

Fr Seheri 
celebrates last 
Mass in Phiri

The choir bids farewell 
 to Fr Seheri.

Fr Michael Seheri

supported him and urged them to 
continue to do the same with the 
incoming priest, Rev Fr Simon 
Donnelly (pictured below). 

Fr Michael Seheri takes up the 
position of the administrator at 
the Cathedral of Christ the King.

Thabile Mbhele

The Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference Liaison Bishop 

for Migrants and Refugees, 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI 
attended the virtual inaugural 
meeting of the Multi-Religious 
Council of Leaders on Tuesday, 
13 April. His Grace was invited 
by the United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) to be a member of 
Multi-Religious Council of 
Leaders and the UNHCR’s high 
level supporter. The invitation 
came after a constructive 
collaboration and networking of 
the Catholic Church through 
different stakeholders to the 
UNHCR. 

Archbishop Tlhagale has 
accepted to be a member of the 
Multi-Religious Council of 
Leaders. The Council was 
established by UNHCR, the 
United Nations Refugee Agency 
in cooperation with Religions for 
Peace. It consists of more than 20 
religious and spiritual leaders 
representing the world’s diverse 
faith traditions and experience in 
building a culture of peace that 
protects the most vulnerable. The 
purpose to have a Multi-
Religious Council of Leaders 
is to strengthen efforts to address 
the root causes of conflict and 
displacement, and in supporting 
peacebuilding, inclusivity and 
reconciliation. 

During the virtual meeting of 
the Multi-Religious Council of 
Leaders, the leaders made 

individual commitments in the 
promotion of peace, and 
expressed their commitment of 
support to the forcibly displaced 
people in their respective 
countries and regions. Archbishop 
Buti said: “If religious leaders use 
their platforms to promote 
language that supports protecting, 
welcoming and integrating, it will 
raise awareness in communities 
of the moral obligation to 
welcome and protect”. 

The Council members’ mandate 
extends until the second Global 
Refugee Forum in 2023 and is 
expected that each member will 
present their achievements. 
Archbishop Buti is very positive 
of this initiative and counts on the 
support and commitment of all 
stakeholders from the Southern 
African Region to make a 
difference to the lives of many 
refugees and displaced persons. 

By Sr Maria de Lurdes Lodi Rissini 
SACBC Migrants and Refugees Office 

– Co-ordinator 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale o.m.i. 
Member of UNHCR Multi- 
religious Council of Leaders

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale  
participates in the inaugural Multi-
Religious Council of Leaders  
meeting.

Please see the UNHCR’s web story here  
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2021/4/6075b6a44/
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Dillon Naicker wishes Bishop Duncan well in his new mission of leading 
the diocese of Klerksdorp. 

Until we meet again ...
After serving the Arch-

diocese for over 25 years, 
and having being installed 

as the Bishop of Kimberley dio-
cese, Bishop Duncan Tsoke for-
mally said goodbye to Chancery 
staff on Wednesday, 21 April. 

There was some heaviness in 
their hearts and a few tears shed, 
but that is a feeling that is shared 
by him.

As people spoke about his 
impact on their personal lives and 
his support of each department 
there was also some light 
moments.

In his remarks, Bishop Duncan 

expressed his gratitude for being 
part of such a successful diocese 
which has made him who he is 
through his interaction with 
various people and the ministries 
he has served.

He once again thanked Arch-
bishop Buti Tlhagale OMI for his 
confidence in him and his leader-
ship style, saying his dealings  
with him will forever be etched  
in his memory.

He also thanked the priests, 
religious and faithful for embrac-
ing him and supporting him in 
innumerable ways. 

To the staff in particular he said: 

Chancery staff represent the 
faithful of the Archdiocese. “You 
are all here to assist the Arch-
bishop. Assist him in his responsi-
bilities so that the Archdiocese 
grows,” he pleaded.

Bishop Duncan said that he 
believed this was not goodbye and 
we would meet again. Further-
more, his door in Kimberley will 
always be open for them.

“I will continue to keep you in 
my prayers, please remember to 
keep me in yours” he implored.

Lerato Mohone
Bishop Duncan delivers his speech. During the installation.

A blessing

Department of Pastoral Care 
for Migrants and Refugees 

Nazaire Nduku and Bienvenu 
Boleko with Bishop Duncan.

Bishop Duncan  
pictured during the 
installation in 
Kimberley.

Chancery staff gathered for a group photo with Bishop Duncan Tsoke. 

Marriage Tribunal staff Sue Greyling and Charmaine Makhubela pictured 
with Bishop Duncan.

Pics by the Diocese of Kimberley and Lerato Mohone
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Priests of the  
Archdiocese gathered at 
Church of the Resurrec-

tion, Bryanston on 
Thursday, 22 April  
to bid farewell to  

Bishop Duncan Tsoke.
Pics by Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde

Vicar for Communication

Priests bid 
farewell 

to Bishop 
Duncan


