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Reflections on Friendship

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year C 
Divine Office: Week III  23 January 2022

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, 
all the earth. In his presence are majesty and 
splendour, strength and honour in his holy place.

FIRST READING: Nehemiah 8:2-4, 5-6, 8-10.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 19.

RESPONSE:
Your words, O Lord, are Spirit and life.

1. The law of the Lord is perfect;
 it revives the soul.
 the decrees of the Lord are steadfast;
 they give wisdom to the simple. ℟
2. The precepts of the Lord are right;
 they gladden the heart.
 The command of the Lord is clear;
 it gives light to the eyes. ℟
3. The fear of the Lord is pure,
 abiding forever.
 The judgements of the Lord are true;
 they are, all of them, just. ℟
4. May the spoken words of my mouth,
 the thoughts of my heart,
 win favour in your sight, O Lord,
 my rock and my redeemer! ℟
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:12-30.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. The Lord has sent me to preach 
good news to the poor, to proclaim release to the 
captives. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Look towards the Lord and be radiant; let your 
faces not be abashed.

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 24 Jan St Francis de Sales, BD
2 Samuel 5:1-7.10; Psalm 89; Mark 3:22-30
Consider that instead of being punished for your 
sins you are punished by your sins. Goodness is 
its own reward and evil is its own punishment. No 
love is ever lost. 

Sun 30 Jan 4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

Jeremiah 1:4-5.7-19; Psalm 71; Luke 4:21-30
No matter who we are or how we live, each of us is 
called to love and serve God, undistracted. In other 
words, to make sure I'm open to hearing God's voice 
first, no matter how loud my surroundings are.

Fri 28 Jan  St Thomas Aquinas, PrD
2 Samuel 11:1-10.13-17; Psalm 51; Mark 4:26-34
The terrible wretchedness of King David's sin and 
his subsequent repentance reveals, in part, that  
through our weakness and vulnerability (and sin) 
the power and mercy of God is best able to shine.

Thu 27 Jan (St Angela Merici, V)   
2 Samuel 7:18-19.24-29; Psalm 132; Mark 4:21-25
To be grateful for what we have yields more content-
ment. To be grateful for what God has done for us 
yields more faith. When we praise God for who God is, 
we become more open to miracles and abundance.

Wed 26 Jan Ss Timothy & Titus, Bs
2 Timothy 1:1-8; Psalm 96; Luke 10:1-9
We are not at peace with others because we 
are not at peace with ourselves, and we are not 
at peace with ourselves because we are not at 
peace with God – Thomas Merton.

Tue 25 Jan CONVERSION OF ST PAUL  
Acts 22:3-16; Psalm 117; Mark 16:15-18
From sinner to saint, from persecutor to persuasive 
teacher, Paul gives us all hope: no matter what kind 
of life we have lived, we can change. God's mercy 
is without bounds.

Sat 29 Jan  Liturgy of the Day
2 Samuel 12:1-7.10-17; Psalm 51; Mark 4:35-41
Even when the storms of life surround us on all sides, it 
is only when we are able to enter a place of stillness, 
silence and solitude within that we can know deeply 
the peace and serenity that only our God can bring.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
B=Bishop; D=Doctor; V=Virgin; Pr=Priest

25 Questions About Virtues 
and Vices asks and answers 
such questions as: What did 
Jesus teach about virtues and 
vices? What are the theological 
virtues? What are the cardinal 
virtues? What is sin? What’s 
wrong with pride? This series 
is an excellent aid for building 
Catholic literacy and identity for 
children ages 11-14.
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Luke to his friend Theophilus

One of the gifts of friendship is sharing 
the things that inspire us and excite 
us. There is joy in the simple act of 

speaking about something we have discovered. 
Seeing a friend catching 
t h a t  e x c i t e m e n t  i s 
deeply affirming. It is 
rewarding among friends 
to communicate things 
that are significant.

Luke begins his Gospel 
by  address ing  i t  to 
his friend Theophilus, 
almost as if his account 
of the Good News is a 
personal message to 
him. We do not know 
who Theophilus was, 
but it seems that Luke 
had a well-established 
relationship with him. 
And it appears that Luke 
had already shared a 
good part of what he 
knew about the life of 
Jesus when he writes: “I 
too have decided, after 
investigating everything 
accurate ly  anew, to 
write i t  down in the 
most orderly sequence 
for you, most excellent 
Theophilus, so that you 
may realize the certainty 
of the teachings you have received.”

Luke is taking the time to share carefully and 
accurately all he has learnt. This effort gives 
rise to two books of the Bible, The Gospel of 
Luke, and The Acts of the Apostles. The effort 
that Luke put into his writing was substantial. 
He gathered accounts from different sources. 
We know he must have had access to an 
early version of Mark’s Gospel and another 
source which biblical scholars call ‘Q’. Because 
he includes stories in his Gospel that do not 
appear elsewhere it is likely that he had 
contact with those who were companions of 
Jesus. His Gospel is a careful weaving together 
of all these sources.

As we said, Luke puts in all this effort to 
communicate effectively with Theophilus. Is 
this not an invitation to us to pause and to 
consider our own communication with those 

whom we love? When 
there is  someth ing 
that is significant or 
maybe even a l itt le 
complicated, do we take 
time to consider how 
best to communicate it 
or do we just rush in? 

Many  o f  u s  may 
have felt the pain of 
being misunderstood, 
or of feeling we have 
something burning to 
share, but not yet having 
the words or the clarity 
about exactly what we 
want to communicate. 
We may be s i t t ing 
with someone, trying 
to share something, 
yet become frustrated 
by  our  inab i l i ty  to 
communicate clearly, as 
in “no, that’s not what I 
meant”. 

Perhaps we can learn 
a bit of the wisdom of 
Luke today in what is 
often glossed over in his 
Gospel: his opening line 

addressed to Theophilus. In it he states his 
need to take the time to write things down “in 
an orderly sequence”. In our own practice of 
conversation sometimes we would do well to 
take a few minutes beforehand to gather our 
thoughts, perhaps jot down the essence of what 
we want to say. Not easy in our age of rapid 
communication, but perhaps necessary. We 
write far fewer letters or even emails to people 
dear to us, preferring the “instant coffee” of a 
call or a text. Even so, as Pope Francis says, 
“it is not technology which determines whether 
or not communication is authentic, but rather 
the human heart and our capacity to use wisely 
the means at our disposal”.

15th C icon of St Luke the Evangelist

mailto:janet@rpp.org.za
www.rpp.org.za

